





Second Class Postage Paid at New York, N. Y. 
COPYRIGHT, 1958, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York 36, N. ¥.. by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $15. Single copies, 85 sents, 





VOL. 213 No. 5 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1958 


56 PAGES 





US. GLOBAL SHOW BIZ PITCH 








US. Consumption Must Rise 50% 
To Support Economy & Employables 


Rapid changes in the North+— 


American standard of living as 
well as revamped concepts of mer- 
chandising will mark the next 10 
to 15 years. Consumption must 
rise better than 50% to support 
the country’s needed production of 
over $700,000,000,000. That figure, 
in turn, is necessary if the labor 
force is to be employed efficiently. 

This estimate was given in a 
recent speech by Arno H. Johnson, 
v.p; and senior economist for the 
J. Walter Thompson advertising 
agency. 

Johnson, who keeps his fingers 
on the nation’s economic pulse, 
said the rising sales curve thai is 
needed (an addition of $147,000,- 
000,000 annually) “can take place 
only if mass millions of Americans 
change their habits, change their 
desires, change their motives, 
change their ideas of what satis- 
fies them, and change broadly their 
level of demand for the infinite 
variety of goods and services and 
investments that measure a stand- 
ard of living.” 

And he added: “The importance 
of selling, advertising, packaging, 
merchandising, premium incen- 
tives and consumer credit as forces 
to bring about these necessary 
changes can hardly be overem- 
phasized.” Johnson’s remarks to a 
large extent are directly applicable 
to the film business and its place 
in the future economy of the coun- 
try. 


A variety of “hidden pressures” 
will influence future merchandis- 
ing plans in consumer industries, 
he maintained. He outlined them 
as follows: 

(1) Change in our productive 
ability—an ability that should 
reach $700,000,000,000 by 1969 com- 
pared with a prewar peak of $229,- 
600,000,000 in 1940 and a level of 
$429,000,000,000 in mid-1958 (all-in 
terms of June, 1958 prices). 

(2) Change in the discretionary 
spending power of our total popu- 
(Continued on page 16) 


Evangels Can Preach In 
Front of Cinemas But Can’t 
Complain ‘Movies Are Sin’ 


Dallas, Dec. 30. 

Edwin Christian Tiemann and 
his wife, local evangelists, may 
preach. in front of the downtown 
Majestic, Palace and Tower Thea- 
tres, but. they must not interfere 
with the theatres’ business. 

That was Judge Claude Williams’ 

judgment in district court in a 
suit brought by Interstate Thea- 
tre Cireuit Inc., which sought to 
stop the sidewalk evangelists from 
preaching and carrying signs in 
front of the trio of theatres. 
_ The Interstate Theatre Circuit 
had alleged that Tiemann pair had 
interfered by exhorting patrons 
not to enter because they would 
be sinning. 














Hartford’s $95-Million 

Huntington Hartford, the 
Broadway producer, Hollywood 
theatre owner, art patron and 
model agency head, is esti- 
mated to be worth about $95,- 
000,000 in A&P stock alone. 
That is figured on the basis of 
hitherto unrevealed informa- 
tion made public recently in 
connection with the chain store | 
company’s move to sell its 
shares on the open market. 

Hartford is a grandson of 
George Huntington Hartford, 
the late founder of the firm. 
He is married to legit actress 
Marjorie Steele. 


More TV, Radio 
Sets in U.S, Than 
People, Sez FCC 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

The nation goes into 1959 with 
more tv and radio sets than people 
and a record 5,100 radio and tv sta- 
tions Ga the air, according to Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
Chairman John C. Doerfer. 

In a year-end statement, Doerfer 
estimated more than 200,000,000 
sets in use—150,000,000 radio and 
50,000,000 tv. This is three times 
the number of automobiles and 
tops the population by about 25,- 
000,000. 





Other vital statistics recited by 
Doerfer: 

Nearly 670 authorized tv stations 
(470 VHF's and 200 UHF's), of 
which more than 500 are on the air. 
About 200 tv translator stations are 
in operation, picking up and re- 
transmitting programs of originat- 
ing stations. 

Some 60 educational tv grants 
have been made by the FCC, and 
35 stations are operating (28 VHF 
and 7 UHF). ‘ 

Over 90% of the populace is 

(Continued on page 55) 





B’way Showmen See 
Pro Football Bigtime 


By ABEL GREEN 
If the New York postmortems 
among the sporting show biz fra- 
ternity Mon. (29) was any criterion, 
professional football has a strong 
chance to displace or, at the very 
least, strongly augment basebali as 


the national pastime. Not in mem- 


ory have there been heard such 
enthusiasms for the pro gridders, 
capped of course by that storybook 
finish which: gave the Baltimore 
Colts their first 

(Continued om page 15) 


national pro foot- 


INT'L CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE PLAN 


By LES CARPENTER 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

On the theory that there’s noth- 
ing like “cultural exchanges” to 
cement international relations, a 
group in the new Congress, which 
convenes on Jan. 7, is all set to 
push for an ambiiious culture- 
swapping program between the 
U.S. and many nations. Accent 
will be on pop show biz values. 

These Senators and Congress- 
men, led by Sen. Hubert Humphrey 
(D.-Minn.), a Democratic Presiden- 
tial candidate and just recently re- 
turned from a well-publicized trip 
to Russia, are impressed with the 
Soviet-American cultural exchange 
pact which Humphrey, for one, 
sees as the most optimistic phase 
of all U.S.-USSR relations. 

The theory behind all this ap- 
pears to be that, if in addition to 
handing out millions in commercial 
aid the U.S. can also dole out “get- 
ting-to-know-you” culture, the re- 
sultant “friendly” atmosphere, ap- 
pealing to the mind as well as the 
pocketbook, can only shape as a 
credit to the States. 

Humphrey will have enthusiastic 
support from other devoted friends 
of the arts in Congress, such as 
Sens. J. William Fulbright (D- 
Ark.), Jacob Javits (R-N.Y.), Ken- 
neth B. Keating (R-N.Y.), Alex- 
ander Wiley (R-Wis.) and Joseph 
Clark (D-Pa.) and Rep. Frank 

(Continued on page 53) 


FBI ‘Checks’ VIPs 
For Arts Center; 
Fulbright Burns 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Prolonged footdragging by the 
White House, stopping anything 
from being done on Washington's 
$15-$25,000,000 Cultural Center, is 
inciting Congressional anger. 

President Eisenhower has let al- 
most four months pass without 
appointing Cultural Center’s board 
of trustees or advisory commission. 

Sen. J. William Fulbright (D- 
Ark.) called the delay an “outrage” 
and told Variety: “I certainly 
| 








hope the President can get around 
to making these 
| quickly.” 
Other Congressional sponsors 

_the law, enacted last Sept. 2 au- 
thorizing a national Cultural 
Center in Washington’s foggy 
bottom distriet, expressed similar 


appointments 


disappointment at the lack ° of | guests 


action by the White House. They 
will become more vocal when 
Congress reconvenes. 
The\ law gives proposed show- 
(Continued on page 16) 


TV's Banner $1,420,000,000 Ad Coin 
Intake in ‘38; 107, Hike Over ‘57 


Washington, Dec. 30. 





Planting Audie Murphy 
San Antonio, Dec. 30. 

Some prominent Texas the- 
atre men of the Interstate The- 
atres Circuit, with headquar- 
ters at Dallas, have up 
with John Rosenfield of the 
Dallas News in an effort to 
persuade John Wayne to give 
Texas’ own Audie Murphy a 
part in Wayne's forthcoming 
epic, “The Alamo.” 

The Texans point out that 
Murphy is the outstanding 
hero of World War II and 
certainly “belongs in a picture 
of Texas heroism.” 


Broadway Goes 
Back to Normal 
As Dailies Ditto 


The 19-day New York newspaper 
deliverers’ union strike against 
Gotham’s nine top dailies ended 
Sunday (28) night and show biz was 
one of many nerve centers of the 
city’s vast network of enterprises 
that shouted hallelujah as presses 
started rolling again. 

It was a brutal strike, in many 
respects, with the deliverymen fet- 
ting virtually no sympathy from 
anyone save their immediate fami- 
lies. The hardships they wrought 
cost the city an estimated $50,000,- 
000. It cost the publishers an esti- 
mated $25,000,000. Approximately 
15,000 newspaper workers suffered 
heavy economic blows in their pay 
envelopes. 

Not affected by the news-starved 
metropolis were undertakers, the 
Transit Authority which got a 
flurry of subway advertising, and 

(Continued on page 14) 


Waiters’ ‘Happy birthday’ 
Chant No ‘Entertainment’ 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

When the waiter bows at your 
table and sings “Happy Birthday to 
You,” that’s not music in the 
opinion of the U. S. Internal Rev- 
enue Service. 

Federal tax agents have just put 
out a ruling on classy restaurants 
with colorfully costumed waiters 
who serve flaming dishes with 








of | Spectacle and ceremony. Involved 


in the same decree on taxation is 
the practice of some waiters to 
break into a traditional song (at 
the table) to wish celebraling 
a happy birthday. 

Al’ this, IRS ruled, is merely a 
“colorful” way of doing business, 
and does not turn a restadrant into 
a cabaret. In other words, the cab- 
eret tax does not apply. 








Television bucked the recession 
in fine style to chalk up a record 
$1,420,000,000 high in advertising 
coin during the past year, accord- 
ing to estimates by National Assn. 
of Broadcasters. This was a 10% 
jump over 1957. 

At same time, NAB reported that 
1958 saw new records in the num- 
ber of tv stations and sets in use 
and time spent watching tv. 

NAB prexy Haro!d E. Fellows 
said the impact of tv advertising 
was a potent factor in helping the 
nation out of the economic slump 
and added: : 

“The achievement of television 
in not only holding its own but 
actually expanding during a slump 
demonstrates the acceptance it has 
achieved in American life.” 

“Operating tv stations increased 
during 1958 from 495 to 512, en- 
compassing ever-broadening areas, 


according to NAB. in use 
reached 48,300,000, a 3,800,000 
increase from 1957. NAB esti- 


mated an 8% rise during the year 
in “home hours per day” of tele- 
viewing—from 239,000,000 hours 
in 1957 to 269,000,000 in 1958. 

In its year-end tv wrapup, NAB 
termed the. stepped-up use of 
videotape “one of the most excit- 
ing developments.” It said broad- 
casters expect great strides in local 
programming as more stations in- 
vest in videotape equipment. 

Also cited was the increase in 

(Continued on page 53) 


S.F. Cops Guard Tallulah 
After Threats at Hotel; 
Eve Arden Also Target 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 

Local police are guarding Tal- 
lulah Bankhead from the threats of 
an unidentified man. The man 
phoned Miss Bankhead’s secretary, 
Ted Hook, three times last week 
and after being rebuffed, tried to 
sneak into the Huntington Hotel 
to reach Miss Bankhead’s apart- 
ment. He was wearing a dirty 
windbreaker, blue jeans and was 
hatless and tieless. The hotel staff 
stopped him at the elevator. 

As the man was being shoved 
out the front door, he shouted, “If 
I don’t get her here, I'll get her 
at the theatre—you wait.” A hotel 
employee notified Hook and he 
called the cops, who posted guards 
at the hotel and at the Geary 
Theatre, where Miss Bankhead is 
appearing in “Crazy October.” The 
tryout folds here next Satur- 
day (3). 

Tom Kilpatrick, corapany man- 
ager of “Crazy October,” said Eve 
Arden, who appeared in a road- 
show version of “Auntie Mame” 
at the earlier this month, 
had similar trouble. Police even- 
tually picked up Miss Arden’s 
annoyer and found he had escaped 
from a mental hospital. 
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Bob Hope Touches All (Air) Bases 
With His 7th Annual Xmas GI Show 


By HANK WERBA ¢ 


Madrid, Dec. 23. 

When Bob Hope, his guest star, 
Gina Lollobrigida, and Hope’s USO 
show talent comprising Hedda Hop- 
per, Jerry Colonna, Randy Sparks, 
Moily Bee and Elaine Dunn ap- 
peared onstage for a finale Les 
Brown chorus of “White Christ- 
mas,” to wind a spectacular three- 
hour entertaimment program at the 
U. S. Torrejon Air Base 
Madrid, laugh-happy spectators 
close to the mike swear “Roving 
Robert” was singing “wet” for 
“white.” 

It was raining when Hope's, 
seventh tour of American bases 
abroad arrived in the Azores; 
pouring in Port Lyautey. The 
runways were flooded in Andalucia 
and no more in the 90-man ensem- 
ble of comics, singers, 
technicians and trekking scribes 
would venture to explain how the 
C-118 and C-54 floated into Camp 
Moron and ovt after the show to 
follow rainelouds into Madrid. 

Cued by tour flack Frank Liber- 
man, Miss Hopper filled in at a 

(Continued on page 55) 


Satchmo Not There Yet 
(Scandinavia) But Tour 
Shapes as 100,000 Draw 


Stockholm, Dee. 30. 

During the 21 days that Louis 
Armstrong will tour Scandinavia, 
an estimated audience of 100,000 
will see his show. Most of the 
tickets were sold within a couple 
of days of announcement. 

Satchmo’s schedule starts Jan. 
16 at the Concert in Stockholm. 
After three days in the Swedish 
capital, the group will travel north 
to Sundsvall and Umea. From 
there they will go on to a six-day 
stand in Copenhagen, and then olf 
to another Danish city, Aalborg. 
The tour will continue through the 
Swedish cities of Malmo, Gothen- 
burg and Boras on its way to a 
two-day visit in the Norwegian 
capital of Oslo. On Feb. 5 the 
group will complete its Scandina- 
vian trip in the Swedish city of 
Linkoping. 


TEMPEST’S 2G-STRING 
FOR 52D ST. ROUTINE 


New York’s 52d St. spots are 
starting to make with the tall coin 
for name stri (No upbeat. dollar 
trend yet; only one is involved so 
far). A high on that lane for a 
shedder is being spent by the Con- 
tinental which has Tempest Storm, 
plus surrounding talent, booked at 
a record-breaker for New York-— 
$2,000—according to Miles Ingalls, 
who set the deal. 

Lili St. Cyr worked that tho- 
roughfare several years ago at 
$1,750. Since then, Miss St. Cyr 
has gotten considerably more in 
her Las Vegas and other bookings. 

















Henry Hart © 
Is of the opinion that 
wétbedeg vened teres nthe 


older arts prevents 
acknowledgement that 


Films Are Today’s 
Most Dynamic Art © 


another Editorial Features 
in the 


53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


‘OUT NEXT WEEK 


Soph to Dedicate Her 
Youth Center in Israel 


Miami Beach, Dec. 30. 

Sophie Tucker, who winds up 
her engagement at the Latin Quar- 
ter this week, sails on the Queen 
Elizabeth April 8 for Besheba, Is- 
rael, to dedicate the Sophie Tucke: 
Youth Center. 

The town is 30 miles from Jeru 
salem and the Center has been 
built from monies sent by Miss 
Tucker from the sale of her book, 





record, “I’m Bigger Than Ever.” 
| Since 1943, Miss Tucker has distrib- 
| whed more than $3,000,000 to va- 
| riows charities all over the world 
regardless of denomination. 

On Jan. 13, J. Myer Schine, 
chairman of the board of Schine 
Enterprises, and his son Richard, 
will tender “the last ef the Red 
Hot Mamas” a birthday party at 
the Roney-Plaza Caliana Club. Miss 
Tucker wilt be 71. 











Marie Torre Begins Her 
10-Day Sentence Jan. 5 


Marie Torre, N.Y. Herald Trib- 
une radio-tv columnist, was ordered 
to surrender Monday (5) to begin 
serving a 10-day jail sentence for 
contempt ef court for refusal to 
disclose the source of a news story. 
She declined again to reveal her 
source and thus purge herself of 
contempt when invited yesterday 
(Tues.) to do so by Federal Judge 
Sylvester J. Ryan. 

Judge Ryan rejected a request 
by Miss Torre’s attorney, Mathias 
Correa, that the writer, mother of 
twe chiidren, be given two weeks 
to arrange her affairs before going 
to jail. 

Judge Ryan warned the column- 
ist that even after serving her sen- 
tence she would be liable to further 
action if she again refused to an- 
swer the question she first balked 
at as a witness in the Judy Gar- 
land-libel case against CBS. 





Bury Viennese to Song 
By Laine, Per Last Wish 
Vienna, Dec. 23. 

“Play the disk ‘Blowing Wild’ 
with Frankie Laine when you bury 
me” was the last line in the testa- 
ment of ene Walter Valek, a sui- 
cide by jumping from 20th story of 
the newly erected Matzleinsdorf 
building. His wish was fulfilled. 

Valek, badly hurt in a car acci- 
dent some time ago and suffering 
brain troubles ever since, feared 
insanity. 

There are hundreds of songs 
ending with the wish to be buried 
to Vienna music. Hundreds of 
times Schrammel outfits (typical 
Viennese small orchestra) play Vi- 
ennese songs at funerals. This 
may be the first time that an “out- 
sider” was used. Tune was cut by 
Laine for Columbia in 1953. — It 
clicked big in Europe although the 
disk didn’t mean much in the U. S. 








Subscription 


AR ee 
TE ii ciated ecb waa seee 


One Year-—$15.00 


154 West 46th Street 





Enclosed find check for $ 


Please send VARIETY for [] Two Years 
(Please Print Name) 


CMY... .cccteccccccccccccccosionts SMBs eos BUMRsccs0 000 
Regular Subscription Rates 


Three Years—$39.00 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional Per Year 


12/31 


Order Form 


[] One Year 


(— Three Years 


CCCP PRE E HP EeE Hee Oe 


Two Years—$26.00 





New York 36, N. Y. 














tt 


_——— — wo 


23th 


On Jan. 15, Sophie goes on for a 
one-shot at the Deauville and leaves 
the following day for New Orleans, 
thence Las. Vegas, Les Angeles 
and back to New York. 


Defiant,’ ‘Tables 
‘Live’ Give UA Big 





Stanley Kramer’s “The Defiant 
Ones” (United Artists) was named 
the best picture of the year by the 
N:¥Y. Film Critics at the group’s 
24th annual balloting yesterday 
(Tues.). The picture was chosen on 
the third ballot, receiving 10 votes 
for the necessary two-thirds ma- 
jority. Runnerup film, Hecht-Hill- 
Lancaster’s “Separate Tables,” 
|also a UA release, received five 
|votes from the 15 participating 
leritics representing eight daily 
newspapers, 

The best actor award went to 
David Niven for his performance 
in “Separate Tables.” He nipped 
Alee Guinness (“The Horse's 
| Mouth,” also UA) by an eight-to- 
seven vote on the sixth and final 
ballot which requires a simple ma- 
jority. 

The best actress award went to 
Susan Hayward for her perform- 

(Continued on page 15) 


Jerry Lewis May 
Buy Into Chi Chez 


Chicago, Dec. 30. 

Jerry Lewis is reported interest- 
ed in 4 buy-in of the Chez Paree 
here. Chez’s Dave Halper acknowl- 
edges but indicates it’s only at the 
overture stage and says he hopes 
to huddle with the comic prior to 
his three-and-a-half week stand 
| here Feb. 18. Terms haven't been 
| spelled out, but besides coin, Lew- 
is will also be expected to guaran- 
| tee the nitery his services for pos- 
| sibly a six-weeks-a-year minimum. 
| Lewis reportedly has investments 
in the Koko Club in Phoenix, and 
| the Chi Chi in Palm Springs, and 
| it’s understood he’s considering 
| other buy-ins. 


Grace Kelly Back in Pix 
| —THt’s All About Monaco 


London, Dee. 30. 

Grace Kelly has returned te the 
screen, but only for a 60-minute 
color documentary, “Invitation to 
Monte Carlo.” She, Prince Rain- 
ier and their daughter appear in 
| this film, which is designed to 
| boost interest in Monaco. Writ- 
ten, produced and directed by Euan 
Lloyd for his own company, Rich- 
mond Films, “Invitation” is ex- 
pected to have little difficulty in 
landing a major circuit booking. 

The pleasant story line concerns 
a little girl from an orphanage who 
is selected to go to Monte Carlo. 
This is merely a peg to show at- 
tractive shots of the Riviera and in- 
timate famliy shots of Prince 
Rainier in his private zoo and in- 
| teriors of the Palace. The com- 
|mentary, written by Jack Davies, 
}is spoken by Leo Genn, Nicole 
Maurey and B. V. Emmett. Lioyd 
said that no distribution deal has 
yet been set, 
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“Some of These Days,” and her| 


- Film Crix Sweep 


No Pix Bally Can Hypo Paperback — 
Into a Bestseller: Bantams Dystel 





Vet Attarney 


Louis Nizer 

has written a savvy closeup on 
Showman and 

Showmanship 


enether Editorial Feature 
in the 


53d Anniversary Number 
of 


ARI 
OUT NEXT WEEK 


+ “All the advertising and promo. 
tion in the world can’t make a 
book a bestseller if the book isn’t 
of bestseller calibre,” is the reply 
of Oscar Dystel, president of Ban. 
tam Books, to @ charge from a mo. 
tion picture pubad chief who con. 
tends that the film industry js 
artificially hypoing books into the 
bestseller lists. “From my own 
knowledge, I am net aware of a 
single book that has been so jy. 
peed artifically,” said Dystel. “| 
am aware, on the other hand, of 
seores of bestsellers which have 
jbecome valuable film properties— 
books like ‘Seyenara,” ‘Peyton 
Place,’ Battle Cry,’ ‘I'll Cry To. 
|morrow, ‘Island In The Sun’ 
‘Blackboard Jungle’ and ‘From 
Here To Eternity” 











A Switch: 3 Stooges’ TY 


“As a book publisher, I wish it 
were true that a big advertising 
and promotion budget could auto- 


. ically produce @ bestseller. 
Click Hypes Personals supveryene ee talieaiitiohing bees 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 30. 

Holiday House has held over the 

Three Stooges this week. It's the 
first time a headline act has ever 
|had its original contract extended 
by John Bertera who operates the 
big room on Route 22. As a result, 
Holiday has two starring turns cur- 
rently, Pepper Davis & Tony Reese 
|as well as the Stooges.- Bill also 
|includes Dorothy Claire, singer, 
}and dancing Curvettes. 
The h.o. of Stooges was due in 
|great part to the three sensational 
| kiddie matinees they did at Holiday 
| House during Christmas Week. 
|Shows jampaecked the nitery and 
|hundreds were turned away. So 
| Bertera, noting that children would 
| still be on vacation this week, 
inked Stooges with proviso that 
|they’d do three more matinees, 
| New Year’s Day and Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 3-4. They were all 
}seld out 48 hours after the an- 
| nouncement. 

Comics’ popularity with the 
| youngsters are traced to their old 
|Columbia shorts, which run on 
| Ch, 4 (WTAE) here every weekday 
| afternoon at 6. It’s one of the top- 
rated shows on the local airwaves. 








ASCAP’s Gifts To 


National Music Camp 
Ann Arbor, Dec. 30. 
A first major gift to the Amer- 
ican Opera Workshop of the Na- 
tional Music Camp at Interlochen, 
Mich., has been promoted. It’s a 
grant from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers covering construction and 
equipment of a new unit for the 
opera housing project. It will be 
known as ASCAP House. 
Construction will begin at once 
in preparation for the 1959 sum- 
»mer season. Two annual scholar- 
ships to be offered in the name 
of ASCAP are included for young 
composers, librettists and per- 
formers. Money value of the gifts 
not disclosed. 


|ness knows, if a book doesn’t have 
it—and by ‘it’ I mean if it isn’t 
good enough to get friends recom- 
mending it to frien@s—the best 
campaign in the werld won't make 
it a bestseller. This will hardly 
be news to anyone in the picture 
industry. At some time or other, 
every exploitation man must have 
had the sad experience of creating 
(Continued on page 14) 


Killed by Clark Gable In 
1934, Men’s Longies Now 
Staging a Comeback 


Albany, Dec. 30. 

A story in the Albany Konicker- 
bocker News last week on the 
comeback of “long johns” for 
American males, based on the cur- 
rent boom in that line for the Ben- 
nett Textile Co., at Cohoes, N.Y. 
commented that the new “‘demand” 
for long underwear “reverses the 
trend started in 1934 by Clark 
Gable. When Gable was seen in 
‘It Happened One Night’ wearing 
shorts and no undershirt, per 
William Spiegler the union suit be- 
came an unpopular thing among 
American young men.” 

Military example also helped. 
Veterans “demanded” in civilian 
life what they wore in service—the 
T-shirt and the Government issue 
thermal “iong johns.” 

‘Earp’ No Big Trill 
As Singer in Brit. 
London, Dec. 30 

Hugh O’Brian, television’s Wyatt 
Earp, looks like he’ll be an accep- 
table, but unsensational, Christ- 
mas entertainment entry in Brit- 
ain. He opened Friday (26) on the 
Odeon circuit. 

O’Brian is in a two-week season 
in which he’ll do 33 shows with a 
supporting company. He does rop- 
ing, gunning and roughhousing 
which come off well, but his sing- 
ing duet looks out of character. 
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LOEW BRINGS HOME GROCERIES 


7 s 
$12,000,000 in Industry Pension Chest 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Motion Picture Industry Pension Plan emsgtenn Be Be 
$12,000,000 since project was initiated in 1954. Contributions come 
from both employers and employees. Payments of $50 monthly 
will be made to those eligible, starting Jan. 1, 1960 
Bonar Dyer (Walt Disney Studios) is new chairman, other new 


officers include Jack Findlater, vice-chairman; Alan Jackson, 
secretary; and Paul O’Bryant, vice-secretary. 








Smell-0-Vision Makes Good Fast 


In Chicag 


e 
Chicago, Dec. 30. + 


or It's in Bad Odor 





It will be left for Windy City 
audiences to determine whether or 
not Smell-O-Vision has a future as 
a process that will help to sell 
pictures. Michael Todd Jr. has re- 
vealed that “Scent of Mystery,” 
the first (and possibly the last) of 
the smellies, will have a one-mar- 
ket layout because of the high 
cost of installation. “Three days 
after it opens,” Todd said, “we 
ought to know whether it is worth 
equipping theatres in other cities 
or whether we will have to scuttle 
the whole project.” 

Chicago is the logical choice for 
the trial ballooning since the Todd 
company’s only theatre properties 
locate here. Todd’s Cinestage will 
be wired for smellies soon after the 
first of the year. If it should be 
a fiasco, Todd said, the loss would 
obtain not so much from the cost 
of the process as from the invest- 
ment in the installation. 

“Scent of Mystery,” with an Eng- 
lish actor, not yet named, as star 
and Peter Lorre featured, will be 
shot in Spain, the lensing begin- 
ning March 15. Accompanying it 
en the screen will be a 12-minute 
animated cartoon, now in the 
storybook stage, which will intro- 
duce and demonstrate the process. 
John Hubley, formerly of UPA, 
and his wife will create the car- 
toon, the central character of which 
will be a bloodhound who lacks 
the sense of smell. 

Todd Jr. admits that Smell-O- 
Vision is a hokey gimmick, which 
is why he isn’t attempting to glam- 
orize its name, but he feels it’s 
unique enough to lure people to 
the theatre. “I regard the process 
itself as an evening’s entertain- 
ment,” Todd said. “If I’m wrong, 
at least we'll have the picture.” 


RKO Out of MPEA; 
Fear Europeans 
_ May Manipulate 


| Resignation of RKO from the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. effec- 
tive Jan. 1 is seen among the other 
MPEA members as creating a def- 
inite problem abroad where, it’s 
feared, foreign government will try 
fo use it as a pretext for cutting 
down on the number of import li- 
@enses issued to Yank distributors. 
|| The RKO exit had been fully ex- 
pected, considering that the com- 
pany is no longer active in either 
Production or distribution. It had 
Btill been paying over $1,000 a 
Week in MPEA membership dues 
inclusive of foreign expense assess- 


(Continued on page 6) 








Vet Magico 
Milbourne 
Christopher 
recaps some amusing anecdota In 
Hocus-Pocus on the 
Docks 


another bright Editorial Feature 


In the soon-due 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














Chas. Allen Stays WB 
The Wall Street report that 
Charles Allen Jr. was leaving 
Warner Bros. proved a wrongo. 
Allen is staying on as a 
member of the board and con- 
tinues ownership of 50,000 
shares of WB common stock. 


Directors R 
Their Prestig 

The motion picture director, 
once top dog in the profession, is 
making a “comeback” in Holly- 
wood. 

Not only are directors’ names 
taking on a certain importance 
with the public, but they’re loom- 
ing as kingpins with the inde- 
pendents since many stars fre- 
on = — —— or not 
o go © a picture de 
who directs it. oe 

This accounts, in part, for the 
fact that so many directors have 
turned producers and, in a double 
capacity, are making films for re- 
lease through the majors. Latest 
to plan such a move is Martin 
Ritt, a comparative newcomer who 
has such pix as “Long, Hot Sum- 
mer,” “Black Orchid” and now 
“The Sound and the Fury” under 
his belt. “Top directors are as 
much in demand today as top 
stars,” he noted recently. “The di- 
rector with a name can ask a high 
price because he acts like a mag- 
nate for other creative personnel.” 

In Europe, directors have always 
rated high with the public, partly 
because their scope of responsibil- 
ity on a film has been so much 
greater. Men like Rene Clair and 
Jean Renoir are boxoffice names 
in France and elsewhere since 
they’re billed as the “creators,” re- 
sponsible for all facets of a given 
picture. 

In the States, once the Cecil B. 

(Continued on page 6) 








T'S A VOGEL 
AECIME WIN 


The threat of a proxy fight 
against Loew’s Inc. by dissident 
@irector Louis A. Green appears 
te have dissipated with the acqui- 
sition of a substantial block of 
Loew’s shares by an entirely new 
group which entered the picture at 
the last moment. Headed by indus- 
trialist Nathan Cummings, head «‘ 
Consolidated Food Corp., and his 
brother Maxwell Cummings, the 
new interests have acquired 235,000 
shares at a cost of $22 per share, 
plus brokerage commission. The 
transaction totaled more than $5,- 
170,000. 

Connected with the Cummings 
brothers is industrialist Paul Na- 
thanson, son of the late N. L. 
Nathanson, former head of Fam- 
ous Players-Canadian. The deal, 
which has been brewing since last 
Wednesday (24), was completed 
Monday (29), with the 
brothers and Nathanson and one 
other unnamed industrialist ac- 
quiring a portion of the shares 
owned by partners of Stryker & 
Brown. Green's Wall Street firm; 
Jerome A. Newman, Green’s asso- 
ciate on the Loew’s board; Joseph 
Tomlinson, the dissident director 
who unsuccessfully challenged 
management last year, and Leh- 
man Bros. and Lazard Freres, the 
Wall Street banking firms closely 
associated with the Loew’s situ- 
ation. 

The Stryker & Brown partners 
sold aproximately 50,000 
shares, which leaves Green still 
in control of some 100,000 shares. 
Tomlinson is supposed to have 
sold approximately 45% of his 
150,006 shares, with the rest com- 
ing from Newman, Lehman Bros. 
and Lazard Freres, David Baird 
was the broker. 

It’s almost certain that Green, 
Newman and Tomlinson will re- 
sign from the Loew’s board of di- 
rectors shortly after Jan. 1. Their 
places are expected to be filled 
by Nate Cummings and other rep- 
resentatives of the new syndicate. 
The Cummings brothers are said 
to have obtained more than 75% 
of the 235,000 shares and are al- 
legedly buying more shares on the 
open market, 

The new group entered the scene 
just as a deal that involved Ira 
Guilden, a director favoring prexy 
Joseph R. Vogel, collapsed. Guil- 
den, who controls some 200,000 
shares, had an agreement to ac- 
quire the same number of shares 
from the same sources for $23 a 
share. However, when minority 
stockholders of General Industrial 


(Continued on page 6) 


‘Outsider’ (Harry Engelstein) Thinks 
He Can Break Chicago Pattern And 
Day-Date Regal With B&K’s Loopers 


By JACK PITMAN 





King Bros.’ 5c Divvy 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
King Bros. Productions has 
declared a five-cent cash divvy, 
payable Feb. 15, 1959 to stock- 
holders of record Jan. 15, and 
a 5% stock divvy, payable July 
15, 1959 to stockholders of rec- 
ord June 15. Latter is subject 
to approval by the Corperation 
Commissioner of California. 
At annual meeting Dec. 19, 
directors elected included 
Frank King, Maurice King, 
Felix Guggenheim, Paul R. 
Wertz and Melvin B. Hott. 


year: Frank King, prexy; Mau- 
rice King, Herman King, Paul 
Weiden, Arthur J. Steel, vps; 
Arthur Stannard, secretary- 
treasurer. 


San Sebastian In 
Big 1959 Perk-Up 


Madrid, Dec. 30. 

Recent decision of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Producers 
Associations, granting full accred- 
itation to San Sebastian as one of 
the top-flight film festival sites in 
1959, has spurred Spanish govern- 
ment, local film industry and the 
Basque festival committee to co- 
ordinate a series of measures de- 
signed to give the San Sebastian 
fest material means compatible 
with a major status. 

According to Madric sources, 
the government has assured fest 
a two million peseta subsidy. Ad- 
ditional funds from the Basque 
provincial and municipal admin- 
istrations are also expected to pro- 
vide a fest budget considerably in 
excess of meager funds available 
in the past. 

Hotel Maria Cristina will be 
taken over en toto as fest center 
and the Teatro Victoria Eugenia 
will be given a modern revamp 
before the seventh annual film 
gathering next July. 

Although there has been a con- 
tinuing drive to re-open San 
Sebastian’s casino for added fes- 
tival diversion, there seems little 
possibility government will okay 
for the coming “Golden Seashell” 








film contest. 








‘Demand’ Producers and Diréctors 
Rival Compensation Paid To Stars 








Payments demanded and paid to 
the top-ranked film stars, though 
the film industry is, overall, in 
trouble, have been increasingly 
stressed by producers and other 
spokesmen. Yet producers and di- 
rectors on the “demand talent” list 
are compensated on a similiar 
high-coin reckoning. 

Among these high priests of 
film-making are such names as 
George Stevens, John Ford, John 
Huston, William Wyler, Billy Wild- 
er, Cecil B. DeMille, Otto Preming- 
er and Stanley Kramer. Sam Spie- 
gel and Jerry Wald would be in- 
cluded among those who strictly 
produce and Samuel Goldwyn, of 
course, would be prominent on the 
list if he did not completely finance 
his own pictures. 

An analysis of the some of the 
recent deals involving Stevens as 
a producer-director gives a clear 
picture of the financial stan 
and value of these behemoth film 
creditors. To produce and direct 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told, 





20th -Fox’s upcoming mammoth 
production of the story of Christ, 
Stevens, according to reports, will 
receive $1,500,000 plus 25% of the 
gross after double negative recoup- 
ment. He will receive this payment 
over a 10-year period. 
‘Ann Frank’ Terms 

For “The Diary of Ann Frank,” 
which he recently produced as an 
indie in association with 20th, 
Stevens will receive $600,000 plus 
25% of the gross after double 
negative recoupment. Stevens, as 
well as his colleagues in the king- 
sized league, can command deals 
of 75% of the net or 50% of the 
gross after double negative recoup- 
ment. They ean also be choosey 
and select only those properties 
they care to work on. William 
Wyler, another member of the top- 
money echelon, is reportedly re- 
ceiving $1,000,000 over an extend- 


ding |ed period for handling the direc- 

torial assignment on Metro’s “Ben- 
Hur.” In addition, these. film-mak- 
ing giants are often lured by other 


inducements, including real estate 
deals, long-term capital gains stock 
arrangements and various other 
inducements. 

How can the film companies af- 
ford to give away so much and still 
emerge with a profit? A study of 
Stevens’ recent unblemished track 
record may perhaps provide the 
clue. Three of his most recent 
blockbusters — “A Place in the 
Sun” (Par), “Shane” (Par) and 
“Giant” (WB)—racked up the first 
time around a combined total gross 
of approximately $50,000,000, of 
which $21,000,000 represents film 
rental and $16,000,000 the profit to 
the production-distribution compa- 
nies and the various participating 
partners. 

Last year Warner Bros, depend- 
ed on “Giant” for almost its entire 
net profit of $4,500,000. AH ut 
$500,000 came from “Giant,” which 
grossed $15,000,000 of WB's total 
earnings of $75,000,000. It's figured 
that the picture has since picked 
up ar additional $5,000,000 





_ 





Chicago, Dec. 30. 
Harry M. wngelstein, who heads 
the owning * ration taking over 
the south »s Regal Theatre 
March 1 (on expiration of the Bala- 
ban & Katz lease), has set his 
sights mainly on cracking the 

Loop’s armor of firstrun solidari 

—and thereby ps me the ol 
oft-controversial ago clearance 


Engelstein, who claims only to be 
a businessman (banking and realty) 
and professes a broad ignorance of 
show biz, believes the sulvation of 
pictures lies in day-dating down- 
town and outlying. It’s the now 
familiar theory that Main Stem is 
waning as a magnet, and that en- 
tertainment must go where the 
people are, i.e., the distant nabes 
and suburbia. 

Whether the Regal can upset the 
Chi system and day-and-date with 
the Loop seems highly doubtful. 
Such an eventuality weuld open 
the gates wide for other nabes with 
sufficient bankroll and derring-do, 
and it’s a foregone conclusion the 
deluxers (primarily B&K, which 
dominates the Loop) would fight it 
tooth and nail: 


All the same, Engelstein is bull- 
ish on the pic industry generally 
and the Regal in particular. His 
South Parkway Building Corp., 
which owns the 2,800-seater, is 
mak.ug this clear with « $250,000 
outlay for remodelling, including 
new seais and stage facilities, 
Regal’s past policy of occasional 
stageshows (under B&K operation) 
will continue but will be peefed up 
as to attractions with probably 


Antitrust in US. 
Clouds Merger 
Ideas Overseas 


The American antitrust laws 
loom as a definite deterrent to the 
on ee. thinking + ty of the 

S. film companies in the foreign 
market. 





Involved is an application of the 
Sherman Act an area where it 
has yet to be fully tested, i.e. to 
what extent the antitrust laws in 
the States can be enforced when 
it comes to the operation of Yank 
outfits abroad. . 

Lawyers admit they're puzzled 
by the maze of legal complications 
that surrounds the question. How- 
ever, they've warned the com- 
panies not to proceed hastily in the 
merger direction. 

It’s generally assumed that the 
antitrust laws become a factor 
only if and when another American 
outfit claims that, as the result of 
a merger, it’s: been hurt or in any 
way shut out from the market. 
That was the contention of the 
Zenith Radio and TV Corp. wher it 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Film Men Note That Restaurants 
Also Battle Video's Stay-at-Home Pull 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 


are mulling a 
new gimmick being employed by 
@ group of 12 local dining places, 
a switch on “the two for one,” 
whieh they believe can be adapted 
in some form for showhouses. 

The restaurants include some of 
the leading ones here. Their aim, 
of , Ils to lure people away 
from television sets to dine out and 
have a whirl on the town on week- 
days at least once a month. 

Purchasers of a $3.95 dinner-a- 
month book receive 12 certificates 


each of which entitles them to a| F 


free meal at a different one of the 
restaurants every month through- 
out the year. The month and res- 
taurant are specified on the cer- 
tificates which are redeemable 
Mondays through Fridays after 5 
p.m. 

Certificate holder must be ac- 
companied by a guest and he, the 
holder, will get a free meal equal 
in quality and price to that or- 
dered for the guest—which must 
be paid for. 

Sales goal is 4,000 books. Exhi- 
bitors are hopeful that when the 
holders dine out they’ll also at- 
tend a picture, helping week-day 


_ theatre attendance. 





Catholic Boycott 
Facts Clarified 


/ Springfield, O. 
Editor, Variety: 

I wish to issue a statement on 
the story of the Catholic boycott 
by high schoo! students of Spring- 
field, Ohio. 

The boycott came about three 
days before Thanksgiving, and the 
facts and figures show our busi- 
ness was better this week than the 
previous year. Father Reese and 
his committee were informed of 
this the following week during our 
mediation sessions. The State The- 
atre had SRO most of the week 
with “White Wilderness” (Buena 
Vista). 

I de not know where the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference 
received its information, but con- 
tacting the local committee and 
Father Reese of Catholic Central 
High School will confirm the above. 

I also want it understood that I 
did not concede anything that was 
right in settling this boycott, they 
asked that all “B” and “C” rated 
pictures by the Legion not be 
shown. The final settlement was 
“Cc” rated pictures would not be 
shown. In 1958 there was not one 
American—made film in this cate- 
gory. M. H. Chakeres 





Europe to U. S. 
Jerome Whyfe 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Pau! Benson 


Robert Cohn 
Nina Foch 





Writer - Producer - Director 
Hal Kanter 
mokes like a grown-up quiz kid 
with his test questionnaire in 
a new Hollywood game 
Are You a Good Show 
Biz Wife? 














EMBASSY SEEKS A JURY 


Want Re-Trial Before 12 Good 
New and True . 


San Francisco, Dec. 30 

Lawyer Robert Raven, represent- 
ing Embassy Theatre owners Lee 
Dibble and Dan McLean, last week 
filed a motion in Federal court 
requesting assignment of a judge 
for jury trial of the Embassy's 
antitrust case against Fox and 
eo producer - distributors 
e : 


Case was tried last spring be- 
fore Federal Judge Edward P. 
Murphy without a jury and the 
trial lasted four months. Judge 
Murphy died in mid-December 
without giving a verdict. 

Dibble and McLean seek $8,000,- 
000 damages for their independen$ 
downtown theatre for the 1936-50 
period. Suit was filed Dec. 29, 
1950. 


HYMAN PERSISTS VS. 
‘ORPHAN PERIODS’ 


Edward L. Hyman, v.p. of Ameri- 
can Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, has issued a special edition of 
a release schedule compiled in the 
interest “of the orderly distribu- 
tion of quality product throughout 
the year.” 

For some time now, Hyman and 
AB-PT prexy Leonard Goldenson 
have been in the forefront of a 
campaign to do away with the so- 
called “orphan” periods, during 
which top pictures are withheld 
from the market for release during 
holiday periods. Despite their ef- 
forts, exhibitors have continued to 
complain that distribs are holding 
the top pictures for the key stanzas 
of the year. 

Hyman’s special edition supple- 
ments the schedule which was is- 
sued last September and contains 
the releases of most of the film 
companies through the first six 








DRIVE-IN PATRONS NOW 





Burepean Story Editer 
George Marton 


hes his own prescription for the 
marketing of international hits: 


‘Bottle It!’ 
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CHOOSY LIKE HARDTOPS 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

Looking back on the past sea- 
son, this territory’s outdoor the- 
atres operators feel an outstand- 
ing fact is that they're now in the 
same boats as four-wall exhibitors 
—their patrons, too, have become 
selective and shop for their pic- 
tures. 

Whereas until this year it didn’t 
seem to matter to a large segment 
of ozoner patronage what was hold- 
ing forth on the screen attractions 
now is a predominating boxoffice 
factor, according to Reno Wilk, 
Triangle Outdoor Theatres circuit 
general manager. 

Prior thereto the portion of the 
public attracted to the drive-ins 
seemed to come no mater what was 
showing, just as the film fans did 
in the good old pre-television days 
for the four wall houses, he points 
out. Principal attendance influ- 
encing factors as far as the drive- 
ins were concerned were their 
novelty, the opportunity they af- 
forded to be outdoors for a few 
hours on warm nights, etc. 

So that now it behooves the 
drive-ins to book skillfully and dis- 
play the utmost in showmanship 
the same as the indoor houses, 
Wilk points out. The pictures, 
not the drive-ins themselves, now 





months of 1959 and beyond. 


must be sold. 





1958 

High Low 

20% 14 ABC Vending 36 
22 13 Am Br-Par Th 199 
41% 24% CBS ........ 105 
20%... Tae ear wi... 58 
19% 13% Decea ...... 140 
43% 14 Disney ..... 

148 97% Eastman Kdk. 82 
10% 3% EMI........ 442 
10% 634 List Ind. 71 
23% 12% Leew’s ....: 742 


26% 12% Philco ...... 15 
1095 43% Polaroid 128 
47% 30% RCA ....... 35 
9% 5 


18% 14 Stanley War. 25 
26% 20 Storer ...... 
42% 2134 20th-Fox 105 





* Actual Volume. 





t Week ended Mon. (29). 


‘ 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tuesday (30) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 
+ Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
inl100s High 


American Stock Exchange 


47% 2% Allied Artists 16 43% 4% 41% —% 
10% 738 All’d Art., pfd. 12 934 87% . 8% — % 
34% 15% Inc, 46 2% 2% 23% + \% 
8% 3 DuMont Lab. 122 74 1% 1% —%\% 
44% 1% Guild Films.. 536 2 1% > 
934 55g Nat'l Telefilm 56 9% 9% 918 — % 
74 3% Skiatron .... 94 534 538 54 “= 
8%4 3% Technicolor . 98 75% 7% 7% +% 
8% 458 Tele Indus... 31 5 4% 4% feeds 
12% 105g Teleprompter 14 11% 1034 11% = 

9 3% Trans-Lux 2 9 9 9 wa 

Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 

Ampex _. Lees Bee Soeeee Peer ry ia 63 64 +414 
Chesapeake Industries .............00058 3% 3% +% 
Cinerama Prod. Ueduenscesoetesese 2% 2% +% 
Magna Theatre Kiet os a sesoe «68 3% +% 
Metropolitan Broadcasting ............... 13% 135% +% 
Scranton Corp. .... ....... Sbecetecs eos 10% 11% —% 
Ee eererrererren 6% 7 = % 


(Courtesy of Merrill Lynch, 


Low Close for wk. 

19% 1834 18% +% 
2014 1914 20% + %4 
3838 3714 3838 +% 
2012 1854 2038 +13 
1838 1758 18% + % 
43% 397% 4314 +31% 
145 14034 145 +3%4 
105% 938 105% +1% 
914 9 914 + % 
22% 20% 215% +13% 
105% 10% 105% + 


46 4558 46 +% 
24% 2356 237% —%% 
104% 97 10214 +612 
48 4314 475% 44 


9 
1358 135% 1358 + % 
17 Y 
26 2538 48606253% —% 


3914 3534 3914 +3% 
2534 24 25 + 5% 
2834 2634 2834 +2% 
75 74 15% +1% 


25% 23% 2534 1% 
204 177 198% y21% 


National Boxoffice Survey | 





"Xmas Week Boosts Biz; ‘Sinbad’ New Champ, 
‘Buccaneer’ 2d, ‘Mame’ 3d, ‘Inn’ 4th 





Christmas week upbeat is mak- 
ing exhibitors across the country 
| happy this stanza. Only a few of 
| key cities covered by VARIETY 
| failed to respond vigorously to the 
|new product released to take ad- 
| vantage of holiday season. While 
| the weather was bitterly cold in 
some keys, it seldom proved an ad- 
| verse factor at the wickets. 
| “Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” 
(Col), which was second a week 
ago, is pushing up into No. 1 spot, 
pic proving a natural for the juve- 





| last round, is winding up a close 
second. 

“Auntie Mame” (WB), out for 
first time to any extent, is captur- 
ing third position. “Inn of Sixth 
Happiness” (20th), which has been 
a bit slow getting wider way, is 
finishing in fourth spot. “South 
Seas Adventure” (Cinerama), 
which was third last session, is 
winding up fifth. 

“Separate Tables” (UA), which 
has been launched in only a few 
keys, is showing such strength it 
will cop sixth money. Pie is likely 
to be heard from considerably in 
the future. “Tom Thumb” (M-G) 
again is landing in seventh spot but 
showing up much better on indi- 
vidual dates than a week age. 

“Roots of Heaven” (20th), out 
for first time to any great extent, 


+ 


niles. “Buccaneer” (Par), champ | P 





is finishing eighth. “South Paci. 
fic” (Magna) is finishing ninth, 

“Geisha Boy” (Par), compara- 
tively new, is taking 10th spot, 
“Tonka” (BV), out for first time 
this stanza, will wind up 11th while 
“Bell, Book and Candle” (Col), in 
much same category, rounds out 
the Golden Dozen this week. Both 
probably will be heard from more 
in the future. 

“Gigi” (M-G), long high on the 
list; “Windjammer” (NT) and “My 
Uncle” (Cont) are the runner-up 


ix. . 

“Rally Round Flag, Boys” (20th) 
preemed at N. Y. Palace during 
the past week, and looks sock, 
“Some Came Running” (M-G), 
great in L.A., also is big in Buf- 
falo and Seattle. “I Want To Live” 
(UA), still lofty in N. Y., shapes 
smash in Frisco. 

“Horse’s Mouth” (UA), playing 
mainly in small arty theatres so 
far, is doing well enough currently 
to indicate nice possibilities. 

“Houseboat” (Par) still is doing 
fine in Chi and Beston. “Night To 
Remember” (Rank) perked up in 
second round at the N.Y. Criterion. 

“Tunnel of Love” (M-G), which 
has been prominent on the list in 
past weeks, is brisk in L.A. and 
good in Philly. “Senechal” (DCA) 
is not getting far currently. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 





New York Sound Track 


Ralph Hetzel, exec v.p. of the Motion Picture Export Assn., flies to 
the Coast Saturday (3) for huddles with Eric Johnsten and the studios. 
He’ll return within the week. Reason for the trip: “No Comment.” 


Emile J. Lustig has U.S. representation for the controversial Ger- 
man film, “Rosemarie” . .. Actor Bradford Dillman in with family 





and out to the Coast again . . . Jack Brodsky (20th-Fox) and new wife 
moved into their Forest Hills house . . . Cops patrolling the “wild” line 
of juves waiting to get into the Alan Freed rock 'n’ roll show at Loew's 
State. 

Robert (and wif@ Paula) Brown, daughter of former film ad-pub exee 
George Brown, doing postgraduate work with the University of Aus- 
tralia, continuing their stay Down Under and each working on a book. 
Young Mrs. Brown lived with the aborigines for three months as part 
of her archeological research. 

Metro bought rights to Tom Chamales’ unpublished novel, ‘No Rent 
In His Hand,” story of a wealthy Chicago theatre-owning family... 
Audie Murphy joins star lineup of H-H-L’s “The Unforgiven” . . . 
Otto Preminger launches “Anatomy of a Murder” March 16 .. . 20th- 
Fox shelved plans to produce “A Tanglewood Story,” originally on 
Henry Ephron’s slate . . . James Harris-Stanley Kubrick production 
team has penned story outline, “Sick, Sick, Sick,” and will develop it 
for their indie slate. 

Darryl F. Zanuck Productions will produce William Faulkner's 
“Requiem for a Nun,” recently acquired by 20th-Fox, with Richard D. 
Zanuck handling producer reins . . . Allied Artists extended Scott R. 
Dunlap’s producer pact, for two to three pix during 1959 . . . Walt 
Disney Productions registered “Kidnapped” with MPAA Title Regis- 
tration Bureau, for possible filming of Robert Louis Stevenson classic 
... Andre De Toth will direct “Ten Years a Counterspy,” Louis de 
Rochemont production with Ernest Borgnine and Cliff Robertson for 
Columbia Pictures release . . . Bob Barbash will script a western 
feature for Tecisa, Spanish production outfit, for filming in Spain. 

Random House will have a first printing of 1,000,000 copies of the 
souvenir book on Samuel Goldwyn’s production of “Porgy and Bess.” 
Tome will be published in place of the usual souvenir program usual- 
ly issued with roadshow engagements ... Albert Dekker into Paddy 
Chayefsky’s “Middle of the Night.” Starring Kim Novak and Fredric 
March, film is being shot completely in New York, with George 
Justin producing and Delbert Mann directing . . . Michael Callan, for- 
merly of “West Side Story,” has completed his role with Gary Cooper 
and Rita Hayworth in Columbia’s “They Came to Cordura” and is in 
Gotham for promotion work. 

_ Walter Reade Jr. back from Europe where he discussed coproduc- 
tion and “shopped” for films ... The “March of Todd-AO” short 
which the Louis de Rochemont org turned out for Magna Theatre 
Corp. runs to a tidy $200,000 (incl. prints) . . . “Les Tricheurs” (The 
Liars) copped the Grand Prix du Cinema Francais. Pascale Petit was 
honored for her work in this Marcel Carne picture, reports the French 
Film Office .. . The French “Rififi Chez Les Hommes,” a big U.S. hit, 
will have a sequel. It’s title: “Rififi Chez Les Femmes” , . . The Ger- 
man magazine, Der Spiegel, points out that the film version of “Jacob- 
owsky and the Colonel” omits some Jacobowsky lines in which he ac- 
cuses the democracies of failing td act against Hitler until he threat- 
ened them directly, the implication being that the west was parily 
— a a oe Moat Sota 4 the Jews. When the Werfel play 

rman. r l 
appleuded thet p “ y e war, German audiences loudly 

When A. R. (Pop) Lawrence marked his 90th birthday Dec. 21 he 
— the 1908-13 era when he was “lecturer” for en's Al- 
herta first motion picture theatre, the Bijou .. . “Every Sunday when 
hy adh wre ae — a, then run over to the library and 
on the picture,” 9 gy c get so I could give a good lecture 

James A. FitzPatrick, counsel for the Joint Legis] 

ative Committee 

S ee and Obstene Material (which veceutiy baad two-day hear- 

ngs a Moana = has resigned as chairman of the Clinton 

— in Plattsburgh. mmittee. He'll devote full time to his law prac- 
ACI Films Inc, has been authorized to P 

produce in motion 

yng offices in New York, and with ar = of $125,- 

750 are » 1,250 shares are preferred, with par value of $100, and 

aa common, with par value of $1. Directors are: E. S. Seeley, Jr- 

Stalios Roceos and Arthur Flarman. Duer, Strong & Whithead, 





Pierce, Fenner & Smith) 


were filing attorneys at Albany. 
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GERMANS: ‘SOVIET IS FAVORED’ 





Directors as Own Cutters Just 
Won't Shorten Pet Sequences 





Distributors are 
that the “big” pictures, the ones 
that shape as important and ex- 
pensive properties but fall short 
of blockbuster stature, are running 


too long. 

Films like “Inn of the Sixth Hap- 
piness,” “The Big Country,” “The 
Buccaneer,” “Roots of Heaven,” 
“The Last Hurrah,” etc. constitute 
good merchandise, but could be 
edited more tightly both for better 
results and for a considerable sav- 
ing in print costs, the sales people 
complain. 

Feeling is that, with costs up 
sharply, production is loath to lose 
footage that’s been shot. Also, 
directors of renown, names like 
Mark Robson, John Huston, Wil- 
liam Wyler, John Ford and others 
are being given more leeway on 
the Coast today under the inde- 
pendent setups, and most of them 
go to work editing their own films 
after they’ve finishing shooting. 

“Once a director falls in love 
with a shot it’s almost impossible 
to talk him out of it, particularly 
if a lot of work was involved get- 
ting it,” observed a sales exec this 
week. Part of the reason for this 
is that the screen values with the 
accent on scope, have become so 
much more important and a good 
deal of the action is taken up with 
visuals which may not be vital 
to the story itself but tend to 
dazzle the spectator. 

A good deal of back-and-forth 
argument is going on between New 
York and the Coast re the subject 
of length. The homeoffices can see 
the importance of running time in 
the roadshows, where it makes cus- 
tomers feel they’re getting their 
money’s worth (although both 
“Old Man and the Sea” and “Sleep- 
ing Beauty” are comparatively 
short features). But they’re down 
on the ordinary “big” film which 
runs around two hours and drags 
in the doing. 

Trying to get the Coast, or ‘the 
independent, to make cuts once 
work print has been seen in New 
York and the picture has been 
judged as being too long, is almost 
as difficult very often as trying to 
get the director to part with his 
credits. The “creative” argument 
is that films should run as long as 
it takes to tell their story and 
that, anyway, the longer features 
would lead the way towards single- 
billing. 

New York doesn’t argue that 
point, but many are aware that 
nothing can spoil the enjoyment 
of a picture more than siretches 
of boredom. Furthermore, there’s 
_&@ Suspicion at homeoffices that pro- 
Guction costs could be reduced 
‘with better pre-planning so that the 
volume of footage actually exposed 
can be reduced. Finally, with to- 
day’s expensive prints, that extra 
15 or 20 minutes can add up to a 
tidy sum when a company puts out 
300 or more copies. 


CHAPLIN SETTLEMENT 
ON TAX, $500,000 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Charlie Chaplin has shelled out 
$500,000 in an out-of-court tax 
fettlement with Government, In- 
ternal Revenue Service revealed 
Monday (29). Government could 
have billed Chaplin for about 
$700,000 in back taxes, and inter- 
est, but tax officials said they were 
happy to get what they did. 

The settlement averted show- 
down in five-year dispute before 
a Federal Tax Judge in Los An- 
Beles scheduled for next Monday 
(5). Payment was made by a 
representative for Chaplin, who is 
in self-exile in Switzerland. 

Sum was accepted as payment 
for a $486,950.44 claim the Govern- 
ment lodged against ac‘or’s 1953 
income. Officials said interest on 
this and other claims could have 
hiked Chaplin's tax debt to about 
$700,000. 








complaining + 





Horror Runs in Cycles 
Boston, Dec. 30. 

The Boston Herald took an 
editorial squint at horror films 
and decided “we shall cheer 
when the current horror craze 
wanes. But we shall not die of 
fright in the interim. There 
are many more terrifying 
things in the world than grisly 
motion pictures.” 

Herald quoted Britain's the 
Economist which found that 
horror films run in cycles. 

Excerpt: “The Economist 
effectively disposes of the ca- 
nard that current horror films 
are a manifestation of post- 
war decadence 1u western so- 
ciety. Hammer Films, Brit- 
ain’s largest producer of 
grisly movies, makes three 
versions of each. The gentlest 
is for the British market; a 
tougher version goes to the 
United States; and for Japan 
and the East no holds are 
barred.” 


Sez Brown: Scribe 
3d Class Citizen 
In Hollywood 


. Tokyo, Dec. 30. 
Academy-Award-winning scena- 
rio scripter Harry Brown to 
Vartety: “In Hollywood the writer 
is still a third-class citizen.” 
Asked the obvious question, why 








“he continues to engage himself un- 


der such status after 13 years and 
some 30 screenplays, he replied. 
“The answer is money. Dr. John- 
son said any man’s a blockhead 
who doesn’t write for money. In 
Hollywood they pay you for the 
price of anonymity.” 

In explanation, Brown echoed 


(Continued on page 6) 
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WHERE'S PRIVATE 
ENTERPRISE NOW’ 


By HAZEL GUILD 


Frankfurt, Dec. 30. 

Delayed detonation in Germany 
to the recent film-swap pact be- 
tween the United States and the 
Soviet Union amounts to this: the 
American film industry talks “pri- 
vate enterprise” but practices 
“power politics” under prodding 
from the State Dept. 

“We were told again and again 
that America was a land of pri- 
vate companies, that no deal could 
be made nation-to-nation. Now 
we see that this was lip service. 
When John Foster Dulles wants it 
otherwise, it’s otherwise.” 

Meanwhile, the Germans are us- 
ing such strong words as “betray- 
al.” Why should Russia, not a 
market for American product at 
all, get handsome terms and spe- 
cial deals denied to Germany 
which has been a main foreign 
market for Yank films? 

Cynical cracks about the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. talking how 
“independent” all its members are 
and then acting as an arm of the 
Washington Government leads up 
to asking: 

“If this was done for political 
reasons — why couldn’t some 
similar arrangement be made 
with the Germans, to guaran- 
tee prices and guarantee that 


a certain number of German 
films would play in the 
States?” 


Several other German producers 
cited that they feel it is just as 
important for the MPEA members 
to protect their good relations 
with the German film industry as 
it is for MPEA to deal with the 
Russians, emphasizing that Ger- 
many now represents “the only 
free market in Europe,” where 
Americans have only self-limita- 
tion on the number of films 
brought in and where Deutsche 
marks can be freely converted to 
dollars and transferred out of the 
country. 

Some German producers com- 
plain that MPEA doesn’t do enough 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Dec. Grosses Down 


+ VARIETY’s 


But Not Out; * 


‘Mardi Gras’ Romps Home Tops; 
Tunnel of Love’ Ranks Fourth 


regular weekly 





December B.0. Winners 


1. “Mardi Gras” (20th). 

2. “South Seas” (Cine). 

3. “South Pacific” (Magna). 

4. “Tunnel of Love” (M-G). 

5. “Houseboat” (Par). 

6. “Gigi” (M-G). 

7. “Windjammer” (NT). 

3. “Home Before Dark” (WB). 
9. “Last Hurrah” (Col). 


Karamazov Only | 
Yank Film Among 


Swiss Top Ten 








boxoffice reports are sunimar- 
ized each month, retrospec- 
tively. Based on an average of 
24 key situations, the source 
data constitute an adequcete 
sampling of current releases 
but are not, of course, fully 
“definitive.” An index of rela- 
tive grossing strength in the 
U. S. - Canada market, the 
monthly report does not pre- | 
tend to express total rentals. | 
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By MIKE WEAR 


With better product available 
much of the month, film business 
held up surprisingly well early in 
December. Then the pre-Christmas 
doldrums set in. Combination of 
severe cold and a usual rush for 
the department stores sloughed 
trade in every key city covered by 
Variety. The fairly stout biz early 
in the month was easily topped by 
the rush for the wickets starting 





Zurich, Dec. 30. 

After an unusually strong show- 
ing in the first six months cf 1958 
where it garnered 50% of the 10) 
top-grossing films, U.S. presest | 
dipped sharply in the second half 
of the year, ending this month, in 
the five key cities of Zurich, Basle, 
Berne, Geneva and Lausanne. 
Same as during the similar period 
in 1957, only one Yank entry, 
“Brothers Karamazov” (M-G), 
made the grade among the 10 b.o. 
toppers. With a total running time 
of 17 weeks in the five cities, it 
wound up fourth. 

Top spot is held by Marcel 
Carne’s Gallic juve delinquency 
pic, “Les Tricheurs” (The Cheats). 
Although released in only two cit-| 
ies (Zurich and Geneva) so far, its | 
smash grosses easily put it in the | 
No. one spot. It broke house rec- 
ords in both situations. Runner- | 
up as well as eighth position went 
to Swiss films “It Happened in| 
Broad Daylight” and “Golden Ox} 
Inn,” respectively. They racked up| 














(Continued on page 55) 
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Dec. 25. 

“Mardi Gras” (20th) copped first 
place for the month by dint of win- 
ning first place twice in weekly 
ratings and showing early strength. 

“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) wound up second with the 
biggest coin total for any pic al- 
though it varied from No. 1 spot 
to fourth position. It was fifth in 
November. “South Pacific” (Mag- 
na) finished third, being fourth- 
place winner in November. “Tun- 
nel of Love” (M-G), one of the 
few big newcomers to figure in the 
ratings, wound up fourth. 

“Houseboat” ‘Par), also a newle, 
copped fifth spot. “Gigi” (M-G), 
whick was sixth in November, held 
in the same position. 

“Windjammer” (NT), which was 
eighth in the month before, fin- 
ished seventh in December. “Home 
Before Dark” (WB), which copped 
10th money in November, never 
quite measured up to advance 
hopes to wind up eighth. 

“Last Hurrah” (Col), third in the 
previous month, landed in ninth 
place. “I Want To Live” (UA), 
which is just getting started, man- 
aged to top the better runner-up 
pix, with “Party Girl” (M-G). the 
other film in this category. “Girl” 
was seventh in November. 

A large array of new productions 
took off the final week in Decem- 
ber. One of the strongest new- 
comers is “Separate Tables” (UA), 
rated great in L. A., Chi, N. Y. and 
Washington. Showing in two New 
York theatres was all the more 
surprising because the pic was 
launched in the midst of the news- 
paper strike there when all new 
entrants were hard hit. Business 
in both houses was rated sock even 
for a normal week. 

“Buccaneer” (Par), also new, 
shapes as another potential winner, 
being strong enough to cop first 
place the initial week out. “Geisha 
Boy,” from the same distributor, 
landed fifth place the same stanza. 

“Some Came Running” (M-G), 
another newie, wound up slick in 
L.A. “Night To Remember” (Rank), 
nice in N. Y., was okay in L.A, 
“Auntie Mame” (WB), fine in L.A., 
was rated great at N.Y. Music Hall. 
The Xmas stageshow at the Hall, 
of course, accounted for the major 
draw there. 

“Tom Thumb” (M-G), another 
newcomer, was a big disappoint- 
ment the first week out but man- 
aged to finish seventh opening 
round, “Seventh Voyage of Sin- 
bad” (Col), another new pic, was 
sturdy enough to cop second money 
the same session. “Inn of Sixth 
Happiness” (20th) was rated solid 
for second session in two N.Y. 
houses. “Bell, Book, Candle” (Col) 
did excellent’ trade on first date 
in L.A. ‘ 

“Restiess mmol (0), also new, 
was sturdy enough to finish eighth 
one week in mber. “Old Man 
and Sea” (WB) was.a fhajor disap- 
pointment much of month. It was 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Vv. 
ef, Grant hards; Elaine 
wards, J Baer, lo Fiore, Paul 

Beal Wong. y Robert 

Kent. Directed by . Cahn. 
poeneney. by Robert E. ; camera, 
Peach; art director, William 


G w; editer, Fred Fei ; score, 
fm Newman. Previewed pee 23. "58. 
unning time, 70 MINS. 





“Guns, Girls and Gangsters” is 
an interesting chronicie of the 
blue and near-carrying out 
‘ofa $2,000,000 robbery. The crime 
comes much closer to perfection 
than does the film, but there is 
something to exploit about topliner 

amie Van Doren, though it’s not 

er acting, and the United Artists 
release ld manage to bring 
home some pennies of profit. 

One of Edward Small’s low- 
db ters, the Imperial Pictures 

uction will have sled- 
tad'sp dnisicating penetration 
mo unre! 4 ii. 
As a dualer, it’s more than ade- 
quate. 

Producer Robert E. Kent screen- 
played from a a by Paul Gan- 
elin and Jerome Sackheim, laci 
ogether the ifitricate detailing o 
the heist of an armored truck car- 
Tying bills from Las Vegas casinos 
to Los Angeles cashiers, Film un- 
folds in a semi-documentary vein 
that, had it been carried to its 
fullest, could have resulted in 

greater quality. 

Miss Van Doren is a _ nitery 
singer with a husband in jail and 
a boy friend in hand. Comes alon 
Gerald Mohr, released cellmate 
the hubby, and the robbery plans 
begin to roll, The husband breaks 
out of jail at the last minute to 
upset all the plans, and just about 
everyone except the blonde charm- 
er ends up dead. 

Direction by Edward L. Cahn 
fails to bring a professional per- 
formance from Miss Van Doren, 
and Mohr seems entirely too 
smooth. Grant Richards, as the 
club owner, and Lee Van Cleef, as 
the husband, are very good, as are 
Elaine Edwards and John Baer as 
owners of a roadside motel where 
the crime takes place. 

Technical credits — Kenneth 
Peach's paetesrenty. William Glas- 
gow’s art direction, Fred Feit- 
shans’ editing, Jack Swlomon's 
sound and Emil Newman’s score— 
are capable. Buddy Bregman and 
Stanley Styne penned a _ couple 
songs, both of which are fine for 
the film but neither of which will 


help sell the product. Ron. 
The Square Peg 
(BRITISH) 


Reasonably amusing Army 
farce, with Norman Wisdom 
cs uated playing a dual 
role. 





London, Dec. 23. 
Rank (Hugh Stewart) production and 
lease. Stars Norman Wisdom. Directed 
y John Paddy Carstairs. Screenplay, Jack 
vies; Cherrill; music, 


Norman Pitkin, General Schreiber 
Norman Wisdom 


The successful trio of producer 
Hugh Stewart, director John Paddy 
Carstairs and comedian Norman 
Wisdom has again teamed up in 
search of yocks. Set in the fairly 
safe field of Army slapstick, “The 
Square Peg” is a mildly amusing 
comedy with a number of hilarious 
situations among dullish patches. 
Jt should be a worthwhile ing 
for most family houses in U.K. Its 
success in the U.S. looks to depend 
on the drawing power of the star's 
name there. 

“Peg” is interesting in that it 
continues the plan to get Wisdom 
away from his — « 
nigga in bh : ill-fitting suit and 
offer him a er acting opportun- 
ity. He plays a dual role, a road- 
mender who gets drafted into the 
Pioneer Corps ( —_ army 
Jabor regiments) and a Nazi gen- 
eral whom he closely resembles. 
Wisdom i 44 the latter role 

t, with only 





straigh a hint of satire, 
and is Very effective. atic 
rn opens slowly with a 
dreaneut’ situations involving 
road-mender Wisdom in brushes 
with local Army officers. They 
decide that_jt’s better to have him 
and his in Army so they 
are drafted. 


comedy pace quickens. In error 
they are dropped into enemy ter- 
ritory, and are captured with local 
resistance leaders. Wisdom saves 
the situation single-handed and 


then on, 


the | headstrong 


escapes himself when about to face 
a firing squad. 

Jack Davies’ eo is cus- 
tom-made for iom, being 
rather than witty and offer- 

the comic plenty of scope in 
such well-tried routines as learn- 


un | ing to drill, use a bayonet and so 


on. 
Cunaee i ngeeny 2: ao in 
Piilities of Wisdom, whose like- | <t 


able personality as a_little man 
striving to get ahe is given 
ample to shine. Remainder 
of the cast loyally fulfill their re- 
spective roles as chorus to the 
star. Among them, useful per- 
formances are given by Honor 
Blackman, as a comely femme 
officer, who’s really a secret serv- 
ice agent; Edw Chapman, as 
the mpous boss of Wisdom; 
Campbell ome gs as a typical film 
farce ant and Ha’ Jacques, 
as an ou vamp. 

Jack Cox's photogra is okay, 
but Roger Cherrill’s g might 
have been brisker at the = 


Un Drole de rr, 
What a Sunday 
(WiFRENCH) 


CCFC release of J, J A, a 

; . 
duction. Stars Danielle Darrieux, 5 
features Arletty, Cathia Caro, Jean Bel- 
Ha by Mare 


mondo, e 
Paseal Jardin, Jean 
oy Natteau; editer, Suzanne De 
5 ae ft Normandie, Paris. Running time, 





eee eee eee eee 


OBE cc cccvececsccccccove r Hanin 





8 aro 
Jean Belmondo 
Roger H 


ic, this is about a 
his wife in a bus 


A pleasant 
man who mee 
after she had walked out on him 


five years fore. Pic then re- 
counts the high points of his affair 
and marriage in flashback and his 
winning her hand again. Skimpi- 
ness of characterizations and pe- 
destrian direction hurt the film’s 
dramatic punch. It is okay as a 

ble dualer or special spotting 

foreign situations. 

Bourvil, a gangling. timid com- 
edian, has become a heavyweight 
actor here since winning a Venice 
Film Fest thesp award two years 
ago. He is engaging and warm as 
the nice guy who has no ambition 
except for the love for his wife. 
He masquerades as a success when 
she returns to him and she real- 
izes she still loves him. Danielle 
Darrieux is fetching as the wife 
in spite of the sketchy role. Pic 
is technically good and agreeably 
mounted. Supporting players also 
help but the production remains 
a lightweight affair which is saved 
by knowing ee. . 

osk. 


Le Joucur 
(The Gambler) 
(FRENCH; COLOR) - 

Gaumont release of co London pro- 
duction, Stars Gerard . Liselotte 
lver, rnard Blier; features Nadine 
Alari, Francoise Rosay, Jean Danet, 
Carette. Directed by Claude Autant-Lara. 
geecenetng, Jean Aurenche, Pierre Bost, 
Francois Boyer from_novel by Feodor 
Dostoyevsky; camera (Eastmancolor), Jae. 










. Liselotte Pulver 
.+«+_Nadine Alari 
.+» Bernard Blier 
.,... Jean Danet 
Francoise Rosay 

Carette 





This is another pic version of 
Dostoyevsky’s “The Gambler,” 
which was done in Hollywood back 


Lase|in 1948. This production is in 


color. This fact coupled with a 
solid cast makes an uneven tale 
a colorful entry which might be 
of offshore arty theatre interest. 

Film has its bevy of Russians in 
the 19th Century Baden-Baden, 
wearing their souls on their sleeves 
and fighting over heritages with 
some ensuing suicide, deaths and 
a run of gambling fever. An aging 
a, waiting for an old aunt to 

ie, is living it up in Baden-Baden 
on the expenses of a French ad- 
venturer, waiting for his payment. 
The general is og to a French 
coquette and his daughter is the 
Frenchman’s mistress. 

Into this comes their tutor, 
Gerard Philipe, a headstrong, over- 
passionate type, in love with the 
apyet daughter. All this comes 

a head when the old aunt arrives 
and loses her coin at the gambling 
table. The family is ruined but the 
tutor has a run of luck and wins a 
fortune only to be too late in sav- 
ing the proud girl he loves from 
suicide. 

Philipe has the intensity and 
dash for his role while the suppor- 
ting cast is good, with Francoise 
Rosay outstanding as the old aunt. 
Remainder of cast is good, especial- 
ly Liselotte Pulver’s impassioned, 
rl. Technical qualities 
are fine with the garish color a 
plus. Some pruning of the early 
segments would make the tense 





scenes and dramatic climax even 
Mosk. 


{be expected. 
camera. | praphy robs the Antarctic of much 





Antaretic Crossing 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 


Important, fascinating docu- 
mentary on the Fuchs-Hillary 
Antarctic expedition; excellent 
prestige booking. 


London, Dec. 23. 

Rank release of a World Wide Pictures 
(James Carr) production. Camera, George 
we, Derek Wright. others; editor, Den- 
Humphrey, Searle. 
private theatre, 





n ¥; music, 
Previewed at R. F. D. 
Running time, 45 MINS. 


Here is a fascinating document- 
ary which will be a must for any- 
one who thrilled to the headlirs 
concerning the exploits of Sir Viv- 
ian Fuchs and Sir Edmund Hillary 
and their teams in the recent Ant- 
arctic expedition. Beautifully 
photographed, witn a taut com- 
mentary which never falls into the 
trap of hyperbole, it is a triumph 
for the cameramen who brought 
back about nine miles of color 
and to the editor, Dennis Gurney, 
who brought the material down to 
45 minutes playing time. The pic 
manages to cover most of the im- 
portant events of the two-year 
expedition. 

The achievement was obviously 
a tremendous one. Dangerous, 
monotonous, frustrating, but this 
is not conveyed as much as might 
The color photo- 





of its harshness as can seen 
when compared with the inset 


Boursi | films of the Scott and Shackleton 


expeditions. The amazing colors 
of the Antarctic, beautiful to be- 
hold, somehow take away to some 
extent a feeling of bitter, freezing 
cold. The expedition’s equipment, 
strong ship, modern tractors, up- 
to-date kitchen and well-stocked 
larder also contrast strongly with 
that used by the two previous ex- 
plorers. This is by no way of de- 
tracting from either the gigantic 
enterprise or from this pictorial 
record of it. It is simply that the 
commentary is needed to remind 


the audience completely about the | proxy 


toughness of the job. 

George Lowe who accompanied 
the Fuchs’ expedition and Derek 
Wright who travelled with the 
Hillary party have done a standout 
piece of lensing. Artistically, it is 
excellent and technically superb 
especially considering that the job 
had no rehearsals or re-takes, and 
that for 18 months they were 
unable to check the result of their 
work. Women will be particularly 
interested in watching these hardy 
explorers fending for themselves 
as cooks, tailors, and “housewives.” 

Music by Humphrey Searle sets 
off the film, which is one to fill 
every audience with a sense of 
wonder and of pride that men are 
prepared to endure such discom- 
fort, danger and grinding monoto- 
ny not merely for a sense of ad- 
venture but because of the in- 
valuable scientific results. Rich. 





Director’s Prestige 
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DeMille era of riding boots and 
megaphone had passed, directors 
more or less sank into the back- 
ground, obscured by the stars. 
Gradually, in recent years, certain 
names again have come to the 
fore. A George Stevens has be- 
come closely identified in the pub- 
lic’s mind with such pictures as 
“Shane,” “Giant” and now “Diary 
of Anne Frank,” and studio pub- 
licity has focussed on him as much 
as it has on the stars. 

To a# greater or lesser degree 
the same is true of Elia Kazan, 
DeMille, William Wyler, Billy 
Wilder, John Huston, Mark Rob- 
son, Anthony Mann, King Vidor, 
John Ford, Joshua Logan, Alfred 
Hitchcock, ete. With the decline of 
the star system, and Hollywood's 
general tendency to bare its pro- 
duction “secrets,” film company 
publicity has begun to take cog- 
nizance of the directors as the most 
“glamorous” of the technicians. 
This in turn has been reflected in 
the amount of copy that is written 
about the men behind the camera. 

Certain directors, of course, are 
identified with given “styles.” 
Hitehcock obviously is the man for 
mystery, and a goodly segment of 
the population will be attracted to 
a film simply because he directed 
it. Kazan and Huston are meat for 
the intelligencia. Ford and Stevens 
are identified with great workman- 
ship and an eye for the visual, and 
DeMille of course is in a class in 
himself as the “master” interpre- 
ter of the Bible. 

The director in Hollywood today 
is a more important man than he 
ever was, particularly if he has 
sufficient stature to throw his 
weight around. Even when he’s not 


functioning as his own producer, 
he still has a say in the casting, 
the script, choice of story and 
stars, the final editing, ete. And 
he’s now apt to go out beating the 
bushes for customers when his pic- 
ture goes into release. 


Loew’s Grocers 
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Enterprises Corp., a subsidiary of 
Guilden’s Baldwin Securities Corp., 
brought a suit against the company 
charging violation of the Invest- 
ment Act of 1940 for becoming in- 
volved in the Loew’s dispute, Guil- 
den was unable to consummate the 
deal. 

The new principals were brought 
into the Loew’s setup by Wall 
Streeter David Baird, long known 
for arranging numerous deals in- 
volving film companies. He got in 
touch with Green and made the 
offer that resulted in the comple- 
tion of the deal and presumably 
brought an end to the threatened 
proxy fight. Baird is known to be 
pro-Vogel and the new group will 
also be in the Loew’s prexy’s cor- 
ner. 

Cummings declared that his 
group is joining Loew’s “as a friend 
of management” and will work 
closely with Vogel. He added that 
he saw “enormous potentials in the 
future of Loew’s and its many acti- 
vities.” He stressed that his phil- 
osophy is to operate a bus 
successfully and not to liquidate it. 

Entry of Nate Cummings et al 
brought an end to a bizarre series 
of negotiations. Earlier Green at- 
tempted to acquire Guilden’s hold- 
ings at a price of $25 per share, 
acting on the theory that a buyout 
of Guilden would give him sub- 
stantial control of the company at 
a cost equal to what would be. in- 
volved if he proceeded with a 
fight. However, the conver- 
sation shifted and Guilden made 
the abortive effort to obtain 
Green’s shares. 

The Cummings brothers, Nathan- 
son as well as Tomlinson all have 
their roots in Canada. Mac Cum- 
mings is a Montreal real estate op- 
erator and developer. Nathanson, 
Canada’s largest film distributor as 
well as an industrialist, is now a 
resident of New York and a diver- 
sified investor in sundry industries. 

The new group has the solid sup- 
port of the individuals and firms 
whose stock has been acquired. At 
the annual meetings of Loew’s 
stockholders in January, Green, 
Newman, Tomlinson and Lazard 
and Lehman are expected to vote 
their remaining shares with the 
new interests. 

Curiously, the Cummings broth- 
ers are distantly related to the late 
L. B. Mayer, who was associated 
with Tomlinson in an effort to un- 
seat Vogel and his management 
team. 

The acquisition of Loew’s stock 
by Cummings represents the sec- 
ond major deal the industrialist 
has concluded in the past few days. 
As chairman of the board of Con- 
solidated Foods Corp., he complet- 
ed the acquisition of the Lawson 
Milk Co. of Ohio, a large dairy and 
bakery products company, at the 
cost of $10,000,000. 

Nathanson was also involved in 
a recent important transaction, be- 
ing connected with the sale of Con- 
solidated Copper Mines to Cerro 
de Pasco, also a mining operation. 

Nate Cummings, who is 61, start- 
ed his business career in Canada 
as a shoe salesman in 1912. He 
entered the merchandise importing 
business in 1930 and, in 1934, ac- 
quired control of McCormick’s Bis- 
cuit Co. which he sold in 1938, the 
year in which he came to the U. §. 
He became president of the whole- 
sale food firm of C. D. Kenny Co. 
of Baltimore, in 1939, bought out 
the company two years later, and 
began a series of acquisitions and 
mergers which resulted in the fer- 
mation of Consolidated Foods, 

Cummings is a leading art collec- 
tor, owning a group of paintings 
by French impressionists. His col- 
dections of paintings as well as 
Peruvian ceramics have toured the 
U. S. and Europe and have been 
displayed at leading museums, in- 
cluding the Louvre in Paris. - 











Washington, Dec. 30. 
Raymond Burch, veteran of 25 
glen A Stanley Warner thea- 
res, has been named manager of 
the Metropolitan Theatre on. 
Burch started as usher at the 
Tivoli Theatre, subsequently work- 
ing at Seco, Colony, Kennedy and 
Calvert Theatres here, 
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Writers’ Low State 
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the cry of his professional brethren 
and offered, “The writer in Holly. 
wood pretty much has to do what 
he’s told. If he doesn’t, they get 
another boy.” 

He hastened to add, “I don't 
really dislike it. I don’t want to 
knock it as much as that. Naturally 
I’m in it for money. Any business 
I'd be in, I'd be in it for money, 

“Actually the place isn’t as bad 
as I paint it,” he stipulated. “It’s 
been pleasant. I like the place. But 
that first careless rapture is gone.” 

On the pleasant side, Brown 
offered, “Occasionally you work 
with someone like Charlie Brackett, 
George Stevens or Stanley Kramer. 
But even then, working with people 
you like, you can’t be sure the pic. 
ture will turn out a success.” 

Asked why the writer should re. 
ceive greater consideration, Brown 
said, “It’s very simple. Without 
the writer you don’t have a picture, 

“The only way to get out of it,” 
he said, “is to become a writer- 
director or writer-producer. But J 
wouldn’t want it,” he qualified. 

“You work harder and don't 
make any more money. I read 
VARIETY every week and see the 
guys who are dropping off at 48, 
The hell with it,” he summarized, 

Getting more writer control is 
one of the reasons Brown relishes 
his current assignment of writing a 
script for William E. Brusseau’s 
Westminster Films International 
slated to be filmed here this spring 
in co-production with Rengo Stu- 
dios of Tokyo. The story concerns 
an American Nisei who comes to 
Japan to uncover his roots and 
thereby establish his identity. 

Brown is staying in Japan about 
a month, checking locations and 
doing “at least the first draft.” He 
will try to get the feeling of the 
country. “People do it differently,” 
he submitted. “I just absorb—just 
take in the sights and sounds.” 


Chi Pattern 
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more stress on big name bands, per 
Lionel Hampton’s March 27 date 
for a single stanza. 

Engelstein’s ambitions—and this 
is of almost equal interest to 
tradesters here—figure to collide 
head-on almost immediately with 
the B&K-owned Tivoli, in the same 
sector of town, which the big chain 
is refurbishing prior to adopting a 
feature-and-vaude scheme. Perhaps 
coincidentally it will meet the 
Hampton challenge to the date 
with Pearl Bailey and her Hawai- 
ian revue. But the Tivoli (with 
3,000-odd capacity) will also play it 
“by ear” as to stageshows, accord- 
ing te B&K prez Dave Wallerstein, 
the chief reason being, of course, 
the shortage of suitable stage at- 
tractions. Understood circuit has 
allocated about $65,000 to prettify 
the theatre and add new stage gear. 

Engelstein in recent weeks has 
huddled in New York with various 
film company execs, setting forth 
his views and seeking advice. He 
is convinced the day-dating goal 
would only benefit producers, & 
feeling, he indicates, that some 
Broadwayites share. 

As Variety has noted, there are 
a number of companies which 
would like to experiment with ex- 
panding the firstruns by day-dating 
downtown and outlying. It’s been 
done in some instances (notably 
Los Angeles, albeit geography there 
is cited as a major factor), but the 
resistance generally of downtown 
a is considerable and bit- 


Engelstein says the Regal’s 
$250,000 revamp sum squares 
utterances by 20th-Fox topper 
Spyros Sivares that ayy must 
“dress up” if they hope to counter 
the wide disenchantment with thelr 

ess. 
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RKO Exits MPEA 
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ENA ot mid .| ments) and its departure will leave 
‘Burch Helms Met in D.C. 


quite a hole in the MPEA budget. 
MPEA itself maintains that the 
RKO resignation from the of 
ation has little meaning in terms 
supply since the “gap” can 
easily be closed by the a 
members. Whether this argum' 
is acceptable in the quota countries 
remains to be seen. 
RKO also quite the Motion Pit 





ture Assn .of America. 
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NO CONSENT TO END CONSENT 


Should Allied States Disband, 


Films Actors and ‘Madness 


The Summit, N.J. pharmaceutical house, Cibe, issues a doctors’ 


bulletin called “State of Mind” which has just published 
ing piece on “Movies and Madness”—by whic’ 


an amaz- 
the behaviour of 


actors is mostly in question. Article, an unsigned interview with 
an unnamed psychiatrist argues that a desperate struggle to main- 
tain sanity is constant in Hollywood. Being deeply involved in im- 
aginary events and unreal compensation—flinging away fortunes in 
= places—actors’ “ties to the real world are severely test- 


Life in the “dream factory” (studio) is complicated when hair- 
stylists, make-up artists, designers and even plastic surgeons re- 
make personality. Add a new name. There is a sacrifice of real 
identity to one conferred by the producer or the public. 

Piece speaks of the “Dorian Gray” syndrome. Actors refuse to 
grow old; then aging catches up and they collapse. A great many 
Hollywood players are under psycho-analysis. Indeed they may have 
an analyst in every port, may embarrass a doctor by mentioning 
him in public, or involving him in scandals. They may in fact in- 


' fest the doctor’s own emotional equilibrium. 


Land. 





Swiss Press Outraged by Arbitrary, 
Government Action Vs, ‘Paths of Glory’ 


Geneva, Dec. 30. 

Switzerland’s usually calm press 
had its feathers ruffled by the gov- 
ernment’s ban of the Kirk Douglas 
film, “Paths of Glory,” and its 
subsequent refusal to screen the 
picture for journalists. The gov- 
ernment, ie. the Ministry of the 
Interior, banned the production as 
“subversive propaganda directed 
at France” and “highly offensive 
to that nation.” 

The government said it would 
confiscate all prints unless United 
Artists, the distributor, immediate- 
ly exported them from Switzer- 
land. 

In the wake of the government's 
communique announcing the de- 
cision, members of the press asked 
for a screening of the picture, but 
were refused permission to see it. 
This set off quite a row in the 
public prints. Among the questions 
that are being asked—publicly— 
are these: 

(1.) Why should the Federal 
Council suddenly institute politi- 
cal censorship on a film when it 
doesn’t object to the sale of books 
or magazines which quite fre- 
quently contained biased attacks 
on other countries or govern- 
ments? 

(2.) Does the ruling imply that, 
in the future, a film about Little 
Rock or about Hungary also would 
be banned as “offensive” to the 
U.S. and Budapest respectively? 

(3.) What precisely are the rela- 
tions between France and Switz- 
erland that they have to be treat- 
ed with such delicacy? 

The Journal De Geneve points 
out, however, that the showing of 
the film in Belgium provoked vio- 
lent demonstrations by World War 
I veterans and that it’s been 
banned in some other countries 
also. It was never shown in 
France. 


AL HORWITS SEEN OUT 


Simonelli’s ‘Nothing Definite’ as To 
Columbia Post 








Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
While Columbia Pictures studio 
pwb-ad chieftain Al Horwits’ con- 
tract runs until May, it is believed 
that he will exit the berth sconer. 
aiscussed here is continuing 
report that Universalite Charles 
Simonelli has been engaged by 
-Paul N. Lazarus Jr., Col veep, 
for “a top studio berth,” without 
identifying the situation to Hor- 
wits. Latter, in turn, has also been 
teld by studio production boss Sam 
Briskin that he is “satisfied” with 
Horwits’ department while Simo- 
nelli, out here now, indicates 

“nothing definite has been set.” 


Extend Kamber Tenure 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Contract of Bernie Kamber as 
publicity - advertising director of 
Hecht-Hill-Lancaster has been ex- 
tended for another year. New deal 
was set here during Kamber’s cur- 
Tent visit to discuss promotion 
plans on “Separate Tables” and 
other HHL properties. 

Kamber has been with HHL for 
five years, first serving as N. Y. 





representative and becoming pub- | G 


ad chief last year. 











Gerald Willem van 
Loon 


shrewdly analyzes popular tastes 
in his conclusion that 


There’s No Such 
Thing as THE Public 


* * @ 
another Editorial Feature 
in the 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Tollvision Seen 


A Devisive Item 


Facing ‘Congress 
The policy being pursued on 
tollvision emerged this week as 
another incident to disrupt the 
“complete harmony” within the 


new American Congress of Ex- 
hibitors. A controversy within ex- 














JUSTICE SIMPLY 
WILL NOT AGREE 


By HY HOLLINGER 


The latest industry campaign, 
as demonstrated by the efforts of 
Theatre Owners of America and 


the new American Congress of 
Exhibitors, to bring about changes 
in the Government consent de- 
erees and to obtain exemptions 
from the antitrust laws is regarded 
as mere wishful thinking by real- 
listic legalites, both in New York 
industry and in Washington Gov- 
ernment circles. 

Hard-headed students of the 
Government’s monopoly regula- 
tions, particularly as they affect 
the film business, seriously doubt 
that any alterations will be per- 
mitted by the Dept. of Justice, the 
Federal Courts or, for that matter 
the Congress of the United States. 


It’s emphasized that the 
mere fact that conditions have 
changed in the industry is not 
sufficient cause to amend Fed- 
eral laws which have been 
handed down and enforced 
after extended thought, argu- 
ment and experience. More- 
over, the industry’s tainted 
history of malpractices during 
the 1930s is not something 
that can be easily forgotten or 
dismissed by Federal authori- 
ties or by the victims of the 
excesses. 


Another consideration, despite 
the efforts of the new American 


| Congress of Exhibitors to give the 
|impression that there is total har- 


mony in the industry on the sub- 
ject of the consent decrees, is the 
lack of true unanimity in exhibitor 
quarters. There is a hard core of 
Allied States Assn. leaders who 
fear a revival of the old distribu- 
tor tactics should there be any 
significant relaxation of the con- 
sent decrees. As a matter of fact 
many Allied members are cling- 
ing to the charges made in the 
recent “white paper” and rather 
than pursuing any action that 
would bring about an easing of 
the antitrust laws, they are seek- 
ing stricter enforcement by the 
Dept. of Justice. 
Skouras’ Candor 

With the exception of 20th-Fox 
prexy Spyros Skouras, the heads 
of the major film companies have 


hibitor ranks concerns the efforts, been careful in not airing their 
of both Theatre Owners of Amer- | views on the subject of the con- 
ica and the Congress to get the sent decrees and the antitrust 


Government to outlaw ail forms | regulations. 


It’s hardly a secret 


of pay-tv, the over-the-air type as | that the film companies would like 


well as cable. 


to see significant changes in the 


Trueman T, Rembusch, an Al-| decrees and the antitrust laws, 


lied States Assn. leader and a co- 
chairman of the exhibitor-organ- 
ized Joint Toll-TV Committee, has 
charged that both TOA and the 
Congress have superseded the pol- 
icy approach of the Joint Toll-TV 
Committee and has done so with- 
out consulting other members of 
the joint exhibitor group. 

Rembusch, in a letter to S. H. 
Fabian, chairman of the American 
Congress of Exhibitors, maintains 
that the policy.of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Toll-TV was to fight the 
aquisition of the free airwaves by 
pay-tv end not to combat wired 
tv because of the contradictory 
position it would place Fabian’s 
Stanley Warner theatres and other 
theatres presenting closed-circuit 
theatre tv events. Rembusch con- 
tends that this ambivalent posi- 
tion makes the exhibitor approach 
“ridiculous” and provides “the am- 
munition” for the pay-tv pro- 
ponents who want “to take over 
over the free airwaves.” 

In his letter to Fabian, Rem- 
busch raises the point of the pro- 
priety of Philip F. Harling, a co- 
chairman of the Joint Committee 
on Toll-TV, “fronting” for a TOA 
pay-tv policy “which {fs directly 
contrary to the policy iaid down” 
and followed by the joint commit- 
tee. Rembusch says that Harling 
failed to answer a letter raising 
these points. 

The Allied leader and Indiana 
theatreowner charges, too, that 
eorge Kerasotes, president of 

(Continued on page 54) 





but they are not saying so openly. 
Skouras’ recent remarks caused 
some surprise and it led one Wash- 
ington official to wonder privately 
if the 20th-Fox topper had con- 
sulted his attorneys before he 
made the statements 

the decrees and the anti-monopoly 
laws. 

The heads of the formerly-affil- 
iated circuits, who constitute the 
driving force in the new Arnerican 
Congress of Exhibitors, appear to 
be the most vocal in advocating 
changes in the Federal statutes. 
Deeply concerned about the short- 


age of product, they feel that if | busi 


the divorced circuits were permit- 
ted to enter production and dis- 
tribution with pre-emptive rights 
for their own theatres, it would 
alleviate a serious and growing 
threat to the livelihood of the 
nation’s theatres. 

In this contention, they have the 
support of all exhibitor groups, 
including Allied States Assn. But 
when they seek deeper and more 
drastic alterations in the decrees, 
they are almost certain to meet 
opposition within the ranks of 
Allied. It is still extremely doubt- 
ful that the Congress of Exhibitors 
will be able to find a unified in- 
dustry approach to the decrees. 
If it does, it is expected to repre- 
sent a compromise and it's be- 
lieved that it will hardly contain 
all the recommendations submitted 
by RKO Theatres topper Sol A. 
Schwartz as chairman of the Con- 

(Continued on page 14) 





Defer to Congress of Exhibs? 





Sol Chaneles 
has an interesting dissertation on 
What Chinatown Film 
Fans See 
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one of the many Editoria! Features 
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Semenenko Not 
Selling Out In 
Warners, But— 


Sources closely associated with 
Serge Semenenko, the Boston 
banker who has a leading stock in- 
terest in Warner Bros., maintain 
that Semenenko has no thought of 
selling his 161,000 shares at this 
moment. 

However, these Sources do not 
discount the possibility of Semen- 
enko making such a transaction in 
the future. If such a transaction 
takes place, it’s stressed that the 
Boston banker would be motivated 
purely “by personal reasons not 
related with any activities or poli- 
cies of WB,” in which company, 
Semenenko stresses, he “has the 
greatest confidence.” 

Moreover, it’s emphasized that 
Semenenko would not sell his 
shares directly to the cOmpany, 
since such an action presumably 
would give him an advantage over 
the regular stockholders who must 
wait for tenders. It’s said that any 
adjustment of his holdings could 
be only within the original group 
which purchased the shares at the 
time of the change in management 
in July, 1956. 

Briefly stated, it appears that 
Semenenko has no intention of 
selling his shares to the company 
per se, but it does not preclude 
the possibility of his selling to one 
of the principals with whom he was 
associated in obtaining a substan- 
tial interest in WB. 

Semenenko, an active director of 
WB, is said to be pleased with the 
progress the company is making. | 


Cincy Grants Relief On 
Theatre Ticket Taxes; 
Costs City 406 Yield 


Cincinnati, Dec. 30. 
City Council here has granted 
the appeal of television-hit thea- 
tres and other amusements for re- 
lief on admission tax to stay in 





ness. 
Beginning Jan. 1 Cincinnati will 
exempt tax on admissions of $1.05 
or less. When the fee exceeds $1.05 
the city will tax the first 55c. 
Present tax exempts admission 
under 90c but levies 3% against 
entire amount over higher fees. 
Initial cut is for 1959. In 1960 
the city will allow exemption on 
the first $1.05 of all admissions. 
City Manager C. A. Harrell, who 
recommended the relief to the city 
fathers, said it will cost the city 
$40,000 in lost révenue in both 


years. 

Industry spokesmen who fol- 
lowed through on the relief appeal 
since October included Morris 
Zaidins, ticket sellers’ union; 
Charles Morris, Cincinnati Base- 
ball Club; Tom Grace, Cincinnati 
Garden; Joe Alexander, RKO The- 
atres; Carl Ferrazza, Keith's; Wil- 
liam Rush, Cinerama, and Willis 
Vance, indie exhibitors. 





Allied States Assn.’s official po- 
sition pertaining to its relationship 
whh the new American Congress 
of Exhibitors will be determined 
at the organization's mid-winter 
board meeting and national drive- 
in convention in Pittsburgh Jan. 24- 
28. The board will convene two 
days prior to the opening of the 
convention, which will be the only 
one to be held by Allied during 
1959. Starting with 1960, the ex- 
hibition group will hold combined 
conventional theatre and drive-in 
conventions. 

Allied, now in its 30th year, 
“will have to deal with the most 
momentous events in its history,” 
according to board chairman Ab- 
ram F. Myers. Among the conclu- 
sions Allied must make is one de- 
termining if the Congress of Ex- 
hibitors is an organization of in- 
dividuals, including Allied mem- 
bers, or an organization of organ- 
izations, similar to the Council of 
Motion. Picture Organizations. If 
the latter is the case, Allied has 
before it a question raised by one 
of its leaders if “Allied should not 
now be disbanded and the entire 
burden and responsibility of pro- 
tecting exhibitors (be) left to the 
American Congress of Exhibitors.” 
This thought, according to Myers, 
has been forwarded to the direc- 
tors “so they can think about it in 
advance ef the meeting.” 

Shor, Rembusch 

There are indications, however, 
that a number of Allied leaders 
are already disenchanted with 
some of the policies being pur- 
sued by the Congress. Myers, so 
far, has been careful in not dis- 
cussing the activities of the Con- 
gress. However, two former Allied 
presidents, Rube Shor and True- 
man T. Rembusch, have voiced 
their exceptions to certain actions 
of the Congress in specific and 
forceful manner. 

Myers points out that Allied 
would be in a better position to 
chart its future course if, by the 
time the board meeting is held, 
the representatives of the Congress 
of Exhibitors have had an oppor- 
tunity to hold their proposed con- 
ference with the presidents of the 
film companies. He notes that when 
20th-Fox prexy Sypros P. Skouras 
called the meeting at which the 
Congress was formed, he (Skouras) 
expressed the hope that confer- 
ence between exhibitors and the 
film companies would be held be- 
fore the end of this year. Indicat- 
ing that this is clearly impossible 
now, Myers expressed the hope 
that it would be held before Al- 
lied’s Jan. 24 board meeting. 

While certain Allied leaders 
have voiced disapproval of certain 
policies of the Congress, other 
groups within Allied have strong- 
ly supported the new organization. 
The Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey, for example, gave the new 
group a big boost via a resolution 
approving the agenda adopted by 
the Congress and recommending 
support of the Congress “in every 
way possible to help it achieve its 
announced purposes... .” 

Meanwhile, according to Myers, 
complaints of “unfair,” and what 
Allied purports to see as “unlaw- 
ful” practices by the film compa- 
nies “are mounting faster than 
ever.” Myers contends the prac- 
tices include not only those de- 
scribed in Allied’s recent: “white 
paper,” but also others “we 
thought had been discontinued.” 
In’ the latter category, he referred 
to complaints about the forcing of 
picture, i.e., compulsory block 
booking. He stresses that this prac- 
tice was specifically condemned by 
the Scpreme Court as a violation 
of the Sherman Act. 


New UA Product Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Robert Wise and Mirish Co. have 
formed a coproduction deal te 
make series of top-budgetters for 
United Artists. 
First is to be the Robert Capa 
biopic, “Battle.” 
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Mpls. Finds 


Pre-Xmas Preems Okay; 


‘Windjammer’ Wham $20,000, ‘Mame’ 
Smash 156, ‘Candle’ Big at $8,000 





Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

Success was achieved by local 
cinemas which stole a march by 
shoving in their important holiday 
attractions the week before Christ- 
mas, a period usually written off as 
a complete loss, instead of waiting 
until the Yuletide day itself. Wha 
was deemed an experiment turn 
out especially well for the Or- 
ong and Gopher which enjoyed 

ighly profitable business “the 
worst week of season” with Buc- 
eaneer” and “Seventh Voyage of 
Sinbad,” respectively. 

The inducement for the Or- 
ee. Pan and Gopher to deviate 

rom conventional practice and not 
to resign themselves to the week- 
before-Christmas downbeat  un- 
doubtedly was because their holi- 
day pix hold a particular appeal 
for younger patrons which has be- 
come the boxoffice’s bulwark here. 
Jit was school vacation time and 
they figured rightly that would 
help. 

Current week's lineup of pic- 
tures, probably strongest ever for 
any holiday period, finds the Loop 
enjoying prosperity. The three 
downtown newcomers, ‘Auntie 
Mame,” “Roots of Heaven” and 
“Bell, Book and Candle” shape as 
torrid boxoffice. 

Holdovers, too, are not only 
numerous, but also are hefty box- 
office performers. It's the 27th and 
scventh weeks, respectively, for 
the hard-ticket “South Pacific” and 
“Windjammer.” The second round 
for “Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” 
still is smash at the Gopher. “The 
Buccaneer” looks tall and nearly 
as big as opener. “Tom Thumb” 
is rated nice in second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Academy (Mann) (947; $1.50- 
$2.65) —- “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
(27th wk). Searing to fine $7,000. 
Last week, $4,500. 

Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75-$2.65) 
— “Windjammer” (NT) (7th wk). 
Daily afternoon and youths’ morn- 

(Continued on page 16) 


Tonka’ Rousing $15,900, 
_ K.C; ‘Mame’ Wham 146, 
_ ‘So. Seas’ Fat 146, 3d 


Kansas City, Dec. 30. 

Holiday season is _ boosting 
grosses strongly here, with some of 
year’s best totals being turned in 
“Tonka” in three Fox Midwest 
theatres is top flight. 
Mame” at Roxy shapes wow for 
small house. Both will hold. Oth- 
ers are holdover from engagements 
starting before the Christmas holi- 
day, and all are doing better. 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” at the 
Plaza is going great for Fox Mid- 
west in second round. “Bucca- 
neer” shapes solid at Paramount, 
also on second. “South Seas Ad- 





venture,” which opened in Cine- | 


rama at the Missouri Theatre early 
in December soared this week after 
moderate start. 

Estimates for This Week 


Gien, Dickinson, Shawnee Drive- | 


fin, Leawood Drive-in (Dickinson) 
(700; 750; 1,100 cars; 900 cars; 75- 
90)—"Revolt in Big House” (AA) 
and “Johnny Rocco” (AA) (first 
run) with “Shotgun” (AA) (2d run). 
Fairish $5,000. Last week, sub- 
sequent runs. 

(Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 
—"“God Created Woman” (Kings) 
(47th wk). : Spurred by holiday 
Bi S50 bright $2,000. Last week, 
1 


Midland (Loew) (3.500; 75-90)— 
“Tom Thumb” (M-G) and “Ghost 
of China Sew’ (Col) (2d wk). Fair 
$6.500. Last week, $4,500. 

Missouri (SW-Cinerama) (1,194: 
$1.25-$2)—"“South Seas Adventure” 
(Cinerama) 3d wk). Boosted by 
holiday trad» and extra shows. 
fancy $14,00(. Last week, $8,000. 

Paramount (UP) (1.900; 90-$1.25) 
—“Buccaneer' (Par) (2d wk). 
Bolid $8,000. Cast week, $6,000. 

Roxy (Durw..od) (879; 90-$1.25- 


$1.50) — “Aumie Mame” (WB). 
Walloping $14,090; holds. Last 
week, “Big Cou.try” (UA) (6th 
wk), $2,400. 


Uptown, Fairway, Granada (Fox 
Midwest) (2,043; 700; 1,217; 75-90) 
—*Tonka” (BV). Fine play from 
family trade, handsome $15,000. 
Stays on at Fairway and Granada. 
Last week, “At War with the 
Army” (indie) (reissue) and “Fiend 
Walked West” (U), $6,000. 

Plaza (Fox Midwest) (1,900; 75- 
90)—“‘Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” 
(Col) (2d wk). Giant $12,000; holds. 
Last week, $9,000. 


“Auntie | ine 7 
| —"My Uncle” (Cont) (2d wk). Pick- | “Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Sock 





| chance of going over that. 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

Tide Wer ne wsss ss $1,052,200 
(Based on 22 theatres) 

Last Year $1,091,500 
(Based on 24 theatres) 


‘Seas’ Solid 156, 








Pitt; Sinbad’ 116 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

Holiday week generally looks 
big. “South Seas Adventure” got 
away to a solid start and return 
of “South Pacific” at Nixon also is 
showing considerable — strength. 
Only “Roots of Heaven” among the 
first-runs looks barely good. Both 
the holdover of “Buccaneer” at 
Penn and “Seventh Voyage of Sin- 
bad” at Harris are ahead of open- 
ers. “My Uncle” is nice in second 
at the Squirrel Hill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 80-$1.25)— 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Disap- 
pointing but stayS anyway via a 
booking commitment. Doesn't look 
like much more than $7,000, just 
good. Last week, “World in His 
Arms” (U) and “Bend of River” 
(U) (reissues), $2,500. 

Guiid (Green) (500; 99-$1.25)— 
“Circus of Love” (DCA) (2d wk). 
A little improvement at oke $1,800. 
Last week, $1,300. 

Harris (Harris) (2,165; 80-$1.25) 
—‘“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) 
(2d wk). Pushing to sock $11,000. 


|“Inh of Sixth Happiness” (20th) 


comes in tomorrow (Wed.). Last 
week, $6,000. 

Nixon (Rubin) (1,490; $1.25-$3)— 
“South Pacific’ (Magna). Dearth 
of legit bookings brings back this 
musical, which previously played 
six-month roadshow date here. 
Started okay, in first 3 days doing 
better than $5,000. 

Penn (UA) (3,300; 99-$1.50)— 
“Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Shoot- 
ing ahead after -re-Xmas slump 
to big $19,000. Last week, $12,0(} 


Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 99-$1.25) 


Tonka’ Trim $6,000 in 
Omaha; ‘Sinbad’ 346, 24 


Biz perked slightly this week at 
downtown first-runs but it is still 
not big. Of the new entries, “Ton- 
ka” is sock at the State. “Roots of 
Heaven” at Orpheum isn’t display- 
ing the expected strength. of the 
second-weekers, “Buccaneer” at 
the Omaha and “Seventh Voyage 
of Sindbad” at the Brandeis are 
both rated as improved but not 
strong enough for a third session. 
Hard-ticket “South Pacific’ re- 
mains sturdy at the Cooper. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (Cooper) (694; $.90)— 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” (Col) 


(2d wk). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
$3,000 

Cooper (Cooper) (708; $1.50- 
$2.20)—"“‘South Pacific’ (Magna) 


(10th wk). Heading for big $9,500. 





! 
| 





| 





ing up to nice $4,000, with a good | 


week, $3,500. 


Stanley (SW) (3.800; 80-$1.25)— | 


“Geisha Boy” (Par) (2d wk). Stick- 
ing just four days and not up to 
hopes at fair $6,500. Last week, 


$7,500. “Auntie Mame” (WB) in | “Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d wk), Okay 

next. $8,000. Last week, $6,000. 
Warner (SW-Cinerama) | 500; Valley (Wiethe) (1,300; $1.50- 

$1.40-$2.40)—“‘South Seas Auven- | $2.50) — “South Pacific’ (Magna) 


ture” (Cinerama). Off to fast start 
= get solid $15,000 in first five 
ays. 


Last | $9,500 








Last week, $9,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 90- 
$1.25)—“Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). 
Benefiting from word-of-mouth 
for nice $7,000 after $5,500 open- 
ing round. 





Orpheum (Tristates) (2.980; 90-) 
$1.25)—“Roots of Heaven” (20th). | 
Only mild $7,000 or near. Last 
week, “At War With Army” (Indie) 
(reissue), $4,500 at 75c-90c¢ scale. 

State (Cooper) (850; $.90)—“Ton- | 
ka” (BV). Smash $6,000. Last | 
week, “Union Pacific’ (Par) and | 
“Northwest Mounted Police” (Par) 
(reissues), $2,000. 


Geisha’ Hot 126, 
Cincy; Seas’ 236, 9 


Cincinnati, Dec. 29. 

Cincy’s film front is ringing out 
1958 with a chorus of lusty grosses. 
Favorable weather and wholesome | 
films are a springboard for sharp 
gains in holdovers at first-runs. 
Hard-ticket pix, “South Seas Ad- 
venture” and “South Pacific,” like- 
wise are on the climb. “Geisha 
Boy” is shaping hotsy at the Albee, 
in second round. “Buccanneer” 
looms sock at the small Grand, also 
in second. “Seventh Voyage of 
Sinbad” continues swell at Keith's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Geisha Boy” (Par) (2d wk). 
Bounding to hotsy $12,000 over 
$8,500 preem. 

Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1.376; 
$1.20-$2.65)—"‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (9th wk). Great 
$25,000 cushioned by six extra 
shows to equal peak week gross of 
run. Last week, $14,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.25)— 





$12,000 in gain over last week's 


Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)— 
“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) (2d 
wk). May top swell $9,500 of first 
week. ; 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.10)— 


(35th wk). Solid $10,500, best here 
in some time’ Last week, $4,000. 
Announcing final weeks. 





Det. Hotsy; ‘Roots’ Smooth $20.00, 
Geisha 216, ‘Buccaneer’ Lusty 256 


Detroit, Dec. 30. 
Despite holdovers in all except 
two downtown houses, grosses are 
seeking higher levels generally as 
the holiday season is bringing peo- 
ple downtown. Newcomers “Roots 
of Heaven” at Fox and “Man In- 
side” at Broadway-Capitol are 
doing great biz in the first-named 

house and only average in latter. 
However, “Buccaneer” is smash 
in second round at the Palms. 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” is 
smooth sailing in second week at 
Madison. “Geisha Boy” shapes tor- 
rid in second stanza at the Michi- 
gan. “South Seas Adventure” looks 
terrific in 13th week at Music 


Hall. . 
Estimates for This Week 
Fex (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; $1.25- 
$1.50)\—“‘Roots of Heaven” 
and “Diamond Safari” 


\ , “Bank 

That Should Be (20th) 
and “Villa” (20th), $10,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 

$1.25-$1.50)—“Geisha Boy” (Par) 

and “Money, Women, Guns” (U) 


(20th). 


(2d wk). Up to big $21,000. Last (1,000; 90-$1.65)—‘“Horses Mouth” 


week, $18 
Palms 


| 





(20th) | 


—‘Buccaneer” (Par) and “When 
Hell Broke Loose” (Par) (2d wk). 
Climbing to great $25,000. Last 
week, $20,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900: 90-$1.25)— 
“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) 
and “Enemy from Space” (Indie) 
(2d wk). Soaring to smash $20,000. 
Last week, $15,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25)—“Man Inside” (Col) and 
“Senior Prom” (Col). Average 
=e: pare Paes 5 “Unwed Moth- 
er” ) and “Joy Ride” ) 
$10,000. ~~ 

United Artists (UA) (1,667: $1.25- 
$3)—"Couth Pacific” (20th) (38th 
+ sae $7,000. Last week, 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 90- 
i Ge an aro (M-G) (2d 
wk). e $8,000 in 6 days. 
week, $7,500. we eT 

Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1.- 





000. 
(UD) (2,961; $1.25-$1.50) | week, $10,000. 


208; $1.50-$2.65)—“‘South Seas Ad- 
|; Venture” (Cinerarma) (13th wk). 
| Great $24,500. Last week, $19.000. 
Trans-Lux Krim  (Trans-Lux) 


(UA) (2d wk). Fine $12,000. Last 





IDC. Soars: Tables’ Sockeroo 216, 


‘Candle’ Wow 176, ‘Seas’ Boffo 156 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $3,256,500 
Based on 21 cities and 217 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N.Y.) 

Bank: Wee... ncdas 24s $3,393,700 
Based on 20 cities and 220 

theatres. ) 


‘Geisha’ Wow 236, 
Frisco; ‘Live’ 176 


First-run trade is perking cur- 
rently. “Geisha Boy” is socko at 
the Golden Gate while “I Want to 











| Live” is great at the United Artists 


to pace newcomers. “Sinbad” is 
rated fine in second at St. Francis. 
“South Seas Adventure” is soaring 
to a smash take in fifth Orpheum 
week. “Buccaneer” looms good in 
first holdover round at Paramount, 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) 
—Geisha Boy” (Par). Wow $23,000. 
Last week, “Restless Years” (U) 
and “Appointment With Shadow” 
(U), $6,500. : 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1.25-$1.50)— 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th) and 
“Frontier Gun” (20th). Mild $13,- 
000. Last week, “Girl in Bikini” 
(Indie) and “Scandal in Sorrento” 
(DCA) (reissues), $9,500 for 8 days. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
—“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d wk3. 
Oke $10,000 in 6 days. Last week, 
$9,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Good 
$15,000. Last week, $15,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; $1.25- 
$1.50)——‘Seventh Voyage of Sin- 
bad” (Col) (2d wk). Fine $14,000. 
Last week, $15,000. 

Orpheum (SW-Cinerama) (1,456; 
$1.75-$2.65)—“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (5th wk). Smash 
$26.000. Last week, $15,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
90-$1.25)—“I Want to Live” (UA). 
Great $17,000. Last week, “Scream- 
ing Skull” (AI) and “Brain Eaters” 
(AI), $6,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (440; $1.25-3.00) 
—‘“Gigi” (M-G) (25th wk). OK 
$10,500. Last week, $7,200. 

Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (744: 
$1.25-$1.50)—“‘Lovers of Paris” 
(Indie). Nice $3,000. Last week, 
“Up Creek” (Rank) (4th wk), 
$2.000. 


Vogue (S.F. Theatres) (364; $1.25) | 


—‘Seventh Seal” (Indie) (6th wk). 
Big $3,200. Last week, $2,200. 
Alexandria (United California) 
(1,170; _$1.50-$3.50)—“South Pa- 
cific” (Magna) (26th wk). Up to 
sock $14,000. Last week, $8,000. 


‘Running’ Fast $13,000 
In Seattle; ‘Roots’ 8G 


Seattle, Dec. 30. 
Some new, strong product is 
helping trade generally here this 
round. “Roots of Heaven” looks 
good at Coliseum while “Some 





{Came Running” shapes great at 
; Music Hall. ag 
‘looms big at Music Box. 


“Old Man and Sea” 
big “Buc- 
caneers” is heading for fair tak- 
ings in second Paramount week. 
Estimates for This Week 
(Hamrick) (800; 
$1.50-$2.50) — “South Pacific” 
(Magna) (31st wk). Swell $8,000. 
_ =. $3,600. 
oliseum (Fox-Evergreen) (1,870; 
90-$1.50) — “Roots of Heaven” 
(20th) and “Frontier Gun” (20th). 
——- a A ie “Unwed 
er” ) and “Jo ide” 
AS) 20508. : e oe 
i Avenue (Fox-Evergreen) 
(2,500; 90-$1.50)—“Seventh  Voy- 
age Sinbad” (Col) (2d wk). Swell 
$10,000 or over. Last week, $9,400. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.50\—“Old Man & Sea” (WB). 
Big $7,000 or near. Last week, 
“Gigi” (M-G) (11th wk), $3,800. 
Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 
$1.50/—“Some Came Running” 
(M-G). Great $13,000 or close. 
Last week, “Tunnel of Love” 
(M-G) and “Appointment With Sha- 
dow” (U) (4th wk), $3,700. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90- 
$1.50\—“Tom Thumb” (M-G) and 
“Snowfire” (AA) (2d wk). Oke 
$7,000. Last week, $5,100. 
Paramount (Fox-Evergreen) 
(3,107; 90-$1.50) — “Buccaneer” 
(Par) (2d wk). Fair $7,500. Last 
week, $8,800. 





Washington, Dec. 30. 

Burst of sock biz in most main. 
stem cinemas is spelling out Happy 
New Year the happiest way here, 
“Separate Tables” is a real cham- 
pion at the 904-seat Columbia, with 
a sensational second week. “Buc. 
caneer” is also in a second-week 
jump, vaulting to a smash total. 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” also great 
at Trans-Lux, could be a record. 
setter there. “Seventh Voyage of 
Sinbad” is fair in second round. 
“Night Heaven Fell” looks big at 
276-seat Plaza. “South Seas Ad- 
venture” in second week looms 
socko at Warner. ‘Tom Thumb” is 
improving but is still below hopes, 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador-Metropolitan (Sw) 

(1,490; 1,000; 90-$1.25)—‘“Seventh 


Voyage Sinbad” (Col) (2d wk), 
Mild $11,000. Makes way for 
“Auntie Mame” (WB). Last week, 


“Sinbad” was same. 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 90-$1.25) 
—“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $14,000 with heavy kiddie 
helping after $8,500 opener. 

Columbia (Loew) (904; 90-$1.25) 
—*‘Separate Tables” (UA) 2d wk), 
Sensational $21,000 on top of $19,- 
000 opener. Holds. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Smash 
$17.000 after $15,000 in first. 

MacArthur (K-B) (900; $1.10)~— 
“Shamus” (Indie) (2d wk). Mild 
$2,000. Last week, $1,800. 

Ontario (K-B) (1,240; 90-$1.25)— 
“My Uncle” (Cont). Big $9,000. 
Last week, “Houseboat” (Par) (10th 
wk), $2,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Nice 
$10,000 but departs. Last week, 
“Restless Years” (U), $7,000. 

Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50)— 
“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings). 
Tremendous $9,500 for this tiny 
house. Last week, “Razzia” (In- 
die), $1,800 in 4 days of third 
frame. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; $1.25- 
$1.80)—“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col). 
Sockeroo $17,000, one of best 
weeks ever here. Last week, 
oo Beachhead” (Col) (2d wk), 


$3,200. 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$2.50) 
—‘“South Pacific’ (Magna) (2d wk). 
Good $8,500 for first week ended 
Monday (29). 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 
$1.25-$2.40)—“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (2d wk). Socko 
$15,000 after $7,400 for opener. 


Balto Improves; ‘Mame’ 
Okay 116, ‘Roots’ Fair 
$5,000, ‘Geisha’ 36, 3d 


Baltimore, Dec. 30. 

Standout currently is “Auntie 
Mame” which is doing impressive 
biz at the Century. Elsewhere, it’s 
rather bleak. “Roots of Heaven” is 
only fair in first at Mayfair. ‘“Sene- 
chal the Magnificent” is slow in 
first at the Cinema and “Horse's 
Mouth” and “My Uncle” are not 
much better at 5 West and Play- 
house, respectively “Tom Thumb” 
is st‘'ll disappointing in second at 
the Hipp and “Seventh Voyage of 
Sinbad” is also down in same ses- 





sion at the New. “The Buccaneer” , 
is only fair in second frame at the 


Stanley. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (R-F) (3,100; 50-$1.50)— 
“Auntie Mame” (WB). Good $11,- 
Last week, “Restless Years” 


(U), $3,000. 
Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 50- 
$1.25) — “Senechal” (DCA). Slow 


$1,500. Last week, “Love Lottery” 
(Cont), $2,000. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460; 90- 
$1.50) — “Horse’s Mouth” (UA). 
Oke $2,000. Last week, “Shamus 
(Indie), $1,000. 

Hippodrome (R-F) (2,300; 50- 
$1.25)—“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Dim $2,500 after $4,500 
opener. 

Little (R-F) (300; 50-$1.25) — 
“Nice Little Bank” (20th). Tepid 
$2,000. Last week, “White Wilder- 
ness” (BV) (5th wk), $2,000. 

Mayfair (R-F) (980; 50-$1.50) — 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Fair 
$5,000. Last week, “Houseboat 
(Par) (6th wk), $2,500. 

New (R-F) (1,600; 50-$1.25) — 
“Voyage of Sinbad” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $4,000 after $8,000 in first. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (400; 90- 
$1.50}— ‘My Uncle” (Cont). 
$1,700. Last week, “Me an 
Colonel” (Col) (11th wk), $1,500. 

Stanley (R-F) (3,200; 50-$1.50) — 
“Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Fait 


$7,000 after $11,000 in first. 
Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.25) id 
“Geisha Boy” (Par) (3d wk). Mi 


$3,000 after $5,000 in second. 
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N.Y. PAY DIRT: FILM & REVUE 


‘on’ Pacing L.A., Whopping $53,000, 
‘ame’ Rousing 446, ‘Tables’ Wham 
226, ‘Running’ Big 30G, ‘Sinbad’ 316 


Los Angeles, Dec. 30. 


’ 





A smash $350,000 is in store for 
L.A. first-runs here this round 
from 26 regular situations but it 
is under last year’s total for 33 
houses, Helped by New Year's 
holiday, virtually every bill is 
showing unusua strength, with 
“Inn of Sixth Happiness” lea 
the field .with a mighty $53, 
likely at four theatres. 

“Auntie Mame” among hold- 

overs is forging ahead to near 
house retord of $44,000 in second 
round at the Chinese. “ 
Tables” also is heading for a new 
high with a wham $22,000 on 
initial session at Fox Beverly. 
“Tonka” is heading for bright 
$21,000 or over in three 

“Lonelyheargs” looks big $15,- 
000 at Warner Beverly. “Sinbad” 
looms mighty in second 
three houses. “Some Came Run- 
ning” is sockeroo $30,000 in second 


Hollywood Par week. “Buccaneer” | — 


is lusty $20,000 in second 

for three sites. “Tom Thumb” is 
busy $10,000 in two houses in 
second week. 

“South Seas A: venture” is big 
$26,200 in 13th week at Warner 
Hollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,170; $1.50- 
$2.40)—“Separate Tables” (UA). 
Boffo $22,000. Last week, “I Want 
to Live!” (UA) (4th wk-8 days), 
$5,000. 

Downtown Paramount, Iris, El 
Rey (ABPT-FWC)(3,300; 825; 861; 
90 - $1.50) — “Tonka” (BV) and 


“Raising a Riot” (Iris, El ), | 500, Last week, 


“Miracle of Marcellino” ) 
(2d wk). Bright $20,000 or over. 
Last week, Downtown Par, 

acle ef Marcellino” (indie) (Ist 
wk-8 days), $5 . Iris Les 
Angeles, Loyo “At War With 
Army” (Indie) “Off Limits” (Par) 
(reissues), $13,200. El Rey, “Night 
to Remember” (Rank), $2,400. 

Pantages, Los Angeles, Loyola, 
Four Star (RKO-FWC-UATC) (2,- 
815; 2,017; 1,298; 868; $1.50-$2)— 
“Inn ef Sixth Happiness” (20th). 
Blockbuster $53,000 or over. Last 
week, Pantages, “Peyton Place” 
(20th), “Leng, Hot Summer” (20th) 
(reissues), $1,900. 

Warner Beverly (SW) (1,612; 90- 
$1.50)—“Lonelyhearts” (UA). Big 
$15,000. Last week, “Bell, Book, 
Candle” (Col) (6th wk-10 days), 
$7,200. 

New Fox (FWC) 765; $1.25-$3)— 
“Windjammer” (NT) (m.o.). Loud 
$10,000. Last week, “Last Hurrah” 
(Col) and: “Kill Her Gently” (Col) 
(2d wk-4 days), $2,000. 

Downtewn, Wiltern, Hollywoed 
(SW-FWC) (1,757; 2,344; 756; 90- 

(Continued on page 16) 


L’ ville Up; ‘Mame’ Great 
$11,000; ‘Buccaneer’ Hot 
96, ‘Sinbad’ 7G in 2d 


Louisville, Dec. 30, 

Louisville first-runs are 
this week, after the usual Xmas 
slowdown. “Auntie Mame” at the 
Mary Anderson had the place 
jumping, for best gross in months. 
Holdovers shape higher, in some 
instances nearly doubling biz of 
pre-Yuletide stanza. “Tom Thumb” 
at the Brown and “Buccaneer” at 
the Kentucky are way above the 
preceding week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.) (1,200; 90- 
$1.25\—"“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Searing to lofty $7,500 after 
first week's $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 60-90) 
—‘Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). Into 
high speed for a swell $9,000 after 
initial week’s $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
90-$1.25)—“Auntie Mame” (WB). 
Opened Xmas Day to hefty biz, 
and indicating a smash $11,000. 
Last week, “Enchanted Island” 
(WB), $4,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
90)—“Roots of Heaven” (20th). 
Slim $6,000 or over. Last 
The Robe” (20th) and “G 
(20th) (reissues), $4,500. 

United Artists (UA) (3,000; 60- 
90) — “Seventh Voyage Sinbad” 
(Col) and “Apache Territory” (Col) 
(2d wk). Pace stepped up to fine 
$7,000 after first week’s $4,500. 








‘MAME’ LUSH $13,000, 


PORT; ‘BUCNEER’ 116 = Bis 


Broadway (Parker) (1,890; $1- 
$1.50)—“Auntie Mame” (WB). a 


~ Frontier” (20th). Mild 
oacee Lest week, “Adventures 
Tom Sawyer” (NTA) (reissue) and 
“Snowfire” (AA), $5,700. 

Guild (Indie) (400; $1-$1.50)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (19th wk). Slow $3,- 
000. -Last 


Paramount 
$1.50) “Buccaneer” (Par) 
“Party Crashers” (Par) (2d wk). 
Lusty $11,000. Last week, $9,800. 





Loew's. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
75-90)—""Geisha Boy” (Par) (2d 


000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90)— 

“Seventh Vi Sinbad” (Col) 

and “Let's ” Col) (2d 

Crest ae Last week, $10,000 
’s (C-D) (1,300; 90-$1.25)— 

(Par) (2d wk). Big 


000. 
aa oe an 
‘ac 4 
Socko $10,000. Last week, $5,000. 


‘Running’ Great $14,000, 





The 
Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.50) | show headed 
Roots of Heaven” (20th) and 


wk). Grand $10,000. Last week, : 





| 


AOXY, HALL, oTATE 
AIT HUGE ThKEs 


first-run theatres 
will keep Broadway wickets spin- 
ning this session as the Street has 
shaken pre-Christmas influences. 
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se Sa as Getter than ail the ren St. Louis, Dec. 30. to a trade Pacing the 
of first-run theatres combined. Mot Gu a my wt openers is State-Lake's “Separate 
Pag ye than on stanzas. One of | Tonle. orett cot at the house since 
Music Hall is fora new | c™ newcomers le “Touka.” sma ” preem last summer 
alltime high of in current | *t Orpheum. “The at} ‘Oriental's first week of “Roots 
(4th) session. I top the for-| the St. Louis is great in second | .+ Heaven” is figured a hep 000 
mer mark of $226,500 registered | Tound as is “Tom Thumb” at) white “Bell Book and” Candie” 
by “Sayonara.” Loew's. “Geisha Boy” at the Fox) initisier at the Woods should hit a 

. is rated in first holdover "ses-| Winam $40,000 “My Uncle” is 
wt. By Seventh Voy-| sion. “South Seas Adventure” is| Wham, $40,000, “My, Uncle 
ictide chow tinted ths eocund paw bh a figure in ninth Artists’ “Inn of: § 
stanza yesterday ) with Ser 


The ace holdever. is “Separate “Tonka” (BV). Smash $10,000. Last 
week and a ne\ and “Fiend Without Face” (M-G), | qe gee eee tee oa 

‘ ( 1,000; 
opening round figures. “Geisha | $2.25)—“South Pacific’ (Magna) 
like ‘smash $31,000 in (37th wit. Fancy $6,000, Last week, | 


rr 
i: 





at the Paramount and a at | Great $14,000 or close week, | wk). Hep Last 

15,200 at the Plaza where day- a ~ Garrick Le (850; 1.25)— 

dating s Oak (Arthur) (560; 60-90) | “Seventh Voyage Sis (Col) 
‘Night to Remember” wound its | __ (2d wk). Happy $18,000. Last week, 

second stanza on two-a-day at the| (DCA), Fair $1,500. Last week, | $19,900. . 

Criterion with a nice $20,500 1 bout Women” (Cont) (2d Leop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 

Want to Live” pushed to hotsy $21,-| wi), . “Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d wk 

000 in sixth session at the Victoria Lofty $20,000. Last week. $15,000. 

“South Seas Adventure” climbed * MeVickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 


to a sturdy $24,800 in 23d week at +] $3.30) — “South Pacific” (Magna) 
the Vistimates for This Week Tan’ Socko 256, a eee, 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 
“Separate 


Tables” (UA) (2d wk). + FL ~ UA) and — Rane care 
This round is zooming to 
Sino ere Regents Sons.) Philly; “Tomba’ 14G ze. se ise 
usually big for time of 9 ' = 


d 


Stays on . 2% in (UA) fst me), 0900. 

“uty Uncle” (Cont) (9th ou Eighth| Trade is uneven this round | -—“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Hep 

session completed last Sunday (28)| With moppets “Tom | $27,000. Las* week, “Anna Lu- 

was great $9,200. Seventh, $6,600. | Thumb,” etonka,” *” and | casta” (UA) (4th wk), $11,000. 
“Thumb” is rated Sw 


$9,200. 

Capitol (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50) | “Geisha Boy.” Palace 
—“Buccaneer” (Pas) (2d oe First |big at Arcadia while the city’s ane yet ey 
stanza ended Monday (29) was|new leader is “Inn of Sixth Hap- 
mighty $67,000 or close. Looks in| piness,” which is socko at the Fox. | $28,000. Last 


for run. 
" 1.80)—"Tonk~” (BV). Socko $29.- 
(R&B) (590; $1.20-| bad” looms okay in second at ya 1 


(Moss) (1,671; $1.80- second week Viking. 
$2.50) — “Night to Remember” = So hehe 











of . 
$7,000. Last week, “Place in Sun” 
(Continued on page 16) 





) Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— ? e 
fine $26,500. Tottial week, $17.500 om Thumb” (M-G). Big $ ‘Buccaneer 126, 
Arts ) ; 90-$1.50) over. Last week, “Party 
—"Bell, Book, Candle” (Col). First | (MOG) {4th wk), $6.000. 5. Prov.; ‘Tonka’ Tall 106, 
hit $161 Wed. a “Windjammer” (XT) (9th = . ’ 
to a 
was 
fi “Inn of Sixth Happiness” (20th).| With the Christmas holiday dol- 
great $7 Seventh ; ae ee. Last week, “Bank | drums RKO Albee has sky- 
Mayfair (Indie) (1,736; 79-$1.80) Be Robbed” (20th) and with “The Buccaneer.” 
—“Geisha Par) (2d ). This} “Gang War” (20th), $3,500 in 8| Also on, the hot side is Majestic’s 
stanza up tomorrow yy “Tonka.” Strand looms big sec- 
(Thurs.) is soaring to $31.000 or (Goldman) nae ond with “The Geisha Boy.” “Tom 
close, great. First week $17,200. | $1.40-$2.60)—“Tonka” (BV). Thumb” still is drab in second 
on . 14,000. Last week, “Revolt 2s round at the State. 
(Trans-Lux) (592 ” (AA) and “Johnny Estimates for This Week 
$1 1.80) — (AA), $7,000. Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-90)— 
(UA) (2d wk). This session winding| Midtewn (Goldman) (1,200; | “The Buccaneer” (Par) and “Villa” 
on page 16) $1.20-$2.40) — “South Pacific”| (20th). Giant $12,000. Last week, 
i oe (40th wk). Solid $1 “Unwed Rector (AA) and “Joy- 
Estimates Are Randolph (Gol » «1,250; 94-|* Majestic. (SW) (2,200; 65-80)— 
Film estimates as re- 1.49)—“Geisha Boy” (Par) (3d wk). | “Tonka” (BV). holiday 
gross pany Seth $9,000 or over. Last to nice $1 Last 
oe en ome te rage $7,000. ¢ of Vampire” (U) and “Mon- 
— — Stanley (SW) (2,900; ster On Campus” (U), $5,000. 
without tax. “Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) (2d| State ‘(Leew) ’ 
utors share on net take, when | wk), Up to oke $13,000. Last/“Tom Thumb” (M-G) and “Tar- 
playing percentage. hence the | week, $7,000. zan’s Fight for Life” (M-G) (24 
figures are net in- Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)—| wk). Up some though still very 
“Buccaneer” (Par) (24 wk). Big} slow at $6,509. ve wes ee 
The admission | $15,000. Last week, $14,000. Strand (National ) 
prices, as indicated, | Studie (Goldberg) (400; 99-$1.49) | 65-80)-—“Geisha Boy” ( and 
include the U. S. amusement ‘—“Hulot’s Holiday” (Indie) and | “Hot Angel” (Par) (2d wk). Socko 
tax. (Continued on page 16) $9,000. First week, $6,000. 
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Wednesday, December 31, 1958 


“Remarkably 
Striking 

‘+ Sond 
dramatic | 

A splendid 
filmization 
of the hit 
Broadway 
play! 

Bound to 
have strong 
drawing 
power!” 


—FILM DAILY 


PHILIP YORMAN'S 


: IT’S EVEN MORE EXCITING THAN THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE HIT! 


~EARTHA KITT 
SAMMY DAVIS JR 
asVanny 


Directed by ARNOLD LAVEN, 
Produced ty SIDNEY HARMON 


Music by ELMER BERNSTEIN 
A Longridge Enterprises, Inc. Production 
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INTERNATIONAL ll 





Puritanical Israeli ‘Dress Up’ Dancers 


el Aviv, Dec. 30. 


T 
The African Folk Dancers of Keita Fodeba whose performance 
was “scrutinized” by a group of government officials looking close- 
ly at the scantily dressed figures of young African girls have been 
permitted to appear in Isracl on condition that one “highly erotic 
sequence” be omitted completely and others be presented with the 
girls putting on “more garments than they wear in performances 


elsewhere.” 


The scene cut is called “Panthers and Lions” and stylises a jun- 
gle fairy-tale of ancient origin. Keita Fodeba, himself a Guinean 
minister of state, strongly resents the official intervention and ex- 
pressed regret that the troupe included Israel. 

African gals lost much of their inherent purity of expr 
when subject to the Israeli brand of purieeiten Sn 
Boston where chorus girls used to have to wear leggings on the 
Sabbath) and there was some division here between the worldly 
Europeans and the conservative elements. Ballet was part of the 
Festival of French Art under the auspices of the French Embassy 


here. 





Cinderella’ Ist 
Of Big West End 
Seasonal Shows 


London, Dec. 3(. 

First of the major West End sea- 
sonal shows was Harold Fielding’s 
production of “Cinderella” at the 
Coliseum on Dee. 18, with music 
and lyrics by Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein. The show has a front- 
ranking cast, with rock’n’roller 
Tommy Steele, as Buttons; night 
club singer Yana, as_ Cinderella; 
and comedian Jimmy Edwards as 
the king. Loudon Sainthill, who de- 
signed the seenery and costumes, 
has put the emphasis on spectacle. 
His decor frequently overshadows 
the production. However, it looks 
a cinch to run at capacity for its 
limited season. The R&H tunes 
give a welcome lift to the tradi- 
tional story. The humor, however, 
is oceasionally heavy-handed. And 
Betty Marsden is much too sophis- 
ticated as the Fairy Godmother. 

“Sleeping Beauty,” Val Parnell’s 
rival show at the Palladium, is an 
equally certain house-filler. Lavish- 
ly staged by Robert Nesbitt,it sticks 
rather closely to the traditional 
story. It is gay, magnificent and 
full of good humor. Parnell has 
turned to tv for his stars. Charlie 
Drake is a slapstick king and “Sun- 
day Night at the Palladium emcee 
Bruce Forsyth shows up well as 
the jester. Bernard Bresslaw, how- 
ever, seems rather over-awed by 
the production. Edmund Hockridge 
and Patricia Lambert are @ happy 
pair of lovers, 

Sarah Churchill is the newest 
Peter Pan at the Seala and the crix 
were divided about her perform- 
ance. There was general agree- 
ment, however, that John Justin 
gave a fine performance as Capt. 
Hook. The production itself is one 
of the best since the war. The Mills 
Bros. have the London circus field 
to themselves this year and have 
provided a topnotch show at the 
Olympia, with enough animals, 
Shrills and clowns to satisfy the 
most avid child. An American act, 
The Aerial . provide one 
of the standout kicks. Coco the 
Clown is in charge of the slapstick, 
a guarantee of good fun. 

The return of Anton Dolin and 
Markova in “Where the Rainbew 
Ends” has brought SRO biz to the 
New Victoria Cinema. “Noddy in 
Toyland” is also doing well at the 
Victoria Palace. 

One of the most popular of this 
year’s Christmas entries is a new 
one, “Billy Bunter’s Mystery 
Christmas,” featuring a magazine 
schoolboy character. Gerald Cam- 
pion, who popularized Bunter on 
tv repeats his performaxc: in an 
amusing and exciting comedy. 





Horror Pix Producer 
Sees Peak Reached 


London, Dec. 23. 

Hammer Films, British pioneer 
producers of successful boxoffice 
horror pix, considers the saturation 
point for this type of film has been 
reached. Producer Michael Car- 
reras said: “I do not think public 
interest in them is dead, but the 
— has become more selec- 
ive.” 

_Carreras hinted that Hammer is 
likely to start a new world cycle 
with a new, distinctive type of 
British musical, Meanwhile, Ham- 
mer is making its 57th production, 
a color thriller, “The Man in the 
Rue Noir,” for Paramount release. 





Cortmes to Be Decorated 


Mexico City, Dec. 23. 

Adolfo Ruiz Cortines, ex-presi- 
dent of Mexico, will be decorated 
with the Film Medal of Merit, 
award of the Assn. of Mexican Film 
Producers. 

Producers unanimo voted the 
medal for private citizen Cortines 
because of his “real aid to the film 
industry during his six years of 
government.” d 


Exorbitant Costs Cut 
Down Number of Yank 
° . 
Pix Prods. in France 
Paris, Dec. 30. 

Although Yank pic production 
abroad is still burgeoning, France 
has been passed up of late. Main 
reason for this is the exorbitant 
cost outlay which top those of any 
other Continental country. U-S. 
producers mainly use France for 
necessary exteriors and local col- 
or, but are now leery 6f actual full 
production. 

Metro's “The Blessing” did ex- 
teriors in France but interiors in 
England; same was true of “The 
Scapegoat.” In 1958, “The Roots of 
Heaven” was shot in French stu- 
dios with exteriors in Africa and 
some near Paris. The French union 
demands for hiring French techni- 
cians for key spots, even if an 
American is on the spot ine’).ding 
standby equipment, is another de- 
terrent. 

French studios are modern, 
crews are good, and working hours 
are acceptable. But the equipment 
is sometimes not up to par, accord- 
ing to some Yanks who claim there 
is not a decent crane in all of 
France. A French film director 
iold Variety that French pix could 
match the technical skill ef most 
other countries and had to rely on 
candor, frankness and adult.treat- 
ment for their main international | 
prestige. French crews still lacked 
the adaptive, cohesive qualities of 
the average American ones, this 
director contended. 

However, it is hoped that with 
the Common Market the growth of 
big-scale internationally — slanted 
coproductions will lead to building 
up the technical scene here. They 
have the knowhow, and the needed 
funds might give them the neces- 
sary production setup. 

Yanks are investing more in 
French pix for distrib rights and 
also putting up production coin. 
But there are no American pix 
skedded for French lensing in the 
near future except for some scenes 
in Darryl Zanuck’s forthcoming 
“De Luxe Tour.” 


ROBERTO IGLESIAS 
HITS HAVANA HARD 


Havana, Dec, 30. 

Roberto Iglesias and his Ballet 
Espanol troupe opened here at the 
Havana Riviera Hotel during the 
week to acclaim, with grosses 

to match. Sellouts have been the 
rule for the first show each night 
as the Spanish dancer and his com- 
pany, who are for four 
weeks, returned to the Riviera’s 
Copa Room for their second ap- 
pearance here in- eight months. In 
his last showing at the Copa, how- 
ever, Iglesias was little known 
comparatively, but with a long 
American sellout tour under his 








belt, under the aegis of Sol Hurok, | 


he comes back to the flamenco 
sweepstakes. 

Hurok, incidentally, has just 
guaranteed Iglesias 16 weeks for 
next season’s United States tour. 
The past season was for eight 
weeks, the first year that Hurok 
managed the dancer States-side. 





Bob Ardrey to Coast 


laywright - screenwriter - author 
Robert Ardrey planed to the 
Coast recently to spend the 
holidays, but is due Jan. 10 in 
London to confer with Collins, his 
publisher, regarding his next book, 
to be titled “African Genesis.” He 
then goes to Paris for confabs with 
his European agent, George Mar- 
ton, about various offers for Con- 
tinental productions of his recent 
London drama, “Shadow of 
Heroes.” 

After that, he’ll return to Ma- 
laga, Spain, to resume work on the 
“African Genesis” manuscript. 


2 More Yank Legiters 
Rated Okay for Paris; 





‘Wedding’ Only ‘So-So| tn'WWars‘a 


Paris, Dec. 23. 
Two more Yank plays opened 


Mr. - 
ding.” adapted by Andre Bay, is 
“Frankie Adams.” Its subtle- 
ty and mood did not sit well with 
French aislesitters who mainly 
found it talky and literary. Some 
kudosed the acting and direction. 
It looks te be in for only a fair run. 
BA, genoa (L’Etonnant Pen- 
nypacker) was adapted by Roger- 
Ferdinand and staged by Jean- 
Pierre Grenier at the Theatre 
Marigny. In French hands, this 
tale seemed to hinge too much on 
the farcical. It is freshly acted, 
and appears in for a good run. Re- 
views were okay. 


Madrid, Dec. 30. 

The Delta Rhythm Boys wound 
up their third engagement at the 
Pasapoga here in little over a year 
and are now in their eleventh swing 
abroad on circuits ranging from 
Casablanca to Stockholm. 

Itinerary this time around car- 
ried the male quartet from Moulin 
Rouge in Paris to Oran and back 
to Madrid for an Easter perform- 
ance. They covered Sweden in one- 
night stands with the Knappupp 
Variety Show for four and a half 
months, played six weeks at the 
Paris vaudery Alhambra. From 
Maxim’s in Geneva they returned 
here for a sell-out fortnight at 
Pasapoga and will wind the year 
at Barcelona. 

Boys have been booked for past 
’ oF by one agent, Paul Kapp 


Johnston Tells Eiren 
He Can’t Halt ‘Island’ 


Tokyo, Dec. 23. 

Eric Johnston replied to pro- 
test lodged by Eiren (Japan Mo- 
tion Picture Producers Assn.) that 
he was unable to suspend the ex- 
hibition of “Camp on Blood Island,” 
a British Hammer production being 
shown in the U.S. which depicts 
brutality of Japanese soldiers to- 
ward civilians in a POW camp. 

The MPEA prexy’s letter of reply 
sald he didn’t think it advisable te 
make films that bring back memo- 
ries of detestable experiences of 
World War II and hoped that they 
will not be produced a But 
he added that freedom of expres- 
sion as promised in the constitu- 
tions of the world countries is the 
freedom of motion pictures as well 
and it should not violated. 

Johnston expressed the desire 
to personally talk the matter over 
with concerned Japanese parties 
during his expected visit here next 
year. 


Raul de Anda New Head 
Of Mex Film Producers 


Mexico City, Dec. 30. 

Raul de Anda was elected unani- 
mously to head the Assn. of Mexi- 
can Film Producets. He has insti- 
tuted a- program to achieve solidar- 
ity in the local film industry. 

Board of directors includes: Gre- 
gorio Wallerstein, Cesar Santos 
Galindo, Abel Salazar, Gonzalo 
Elvira, Jesus Grovas, Oscar Brooks, 
Armando Orive Alba, Juan Bru- 
guera, Felipe Mier, Juan J. Ortega 
and Santiago Reachi. 

Jesus Sotomayer has been named 
to rep the indie prodvcers. 











German Film Biz Forms New Assn. 
To Protect Itself Vs. TV Onslaught 





mer. During nine preceding years, 
such presentations drew 120,000 
visitors. 





manageme: 
that his members will sing in the 
German language at the forthcom- 
ing staging of “Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana” and “Bajazzo.” He pointed 
out, that the new contract omits 
the provisio “in all languages.” 
Thus, German is the official chorus 
language henceforth, regardless in 
— language the principals sing 


Management is not willing to 
concede to this demand and asked 


the government for an arbitrary d 


ruling. If turned down, they still 
have one hope to induce the cher- 
isters to learn their parts in Ital- 
ian—paying overtime for studies. 


ZURICH WORLD-PREEMS 
NEW BARDOT FILM 


Zurich, Dec. 30. 
World preem of new Brigitte 
Bardot starrer “La Femme et le 
Pantin” (The Woman and the Pup- 
pet) at the 450-seat Palace is pac- 
ing the lineup of New Year re- 
. Year-end holiday 
look like one of the most 
arrays of features in 
years, featuring films from seven 

nations, all in original versiens. 
Three Yank releases are skedded. 
“Merry Andrew” (M-G), “V x 
(UA) and “A Time To Love a 
Time To Die” (U). Beside “Wom- 
an,” France will contribute Mich- 
@le Morgan starrer “Two-Faced 
Mirror” and Jacques Tati's “My 
Uncle," whereas Britain will be 
represented by “Iron Petticoat” 
with Katharine Hepburn and Bob 


Italian product includes “Anna 
of Brooklyn,” starring Gina Lollo- 
brigida, plus “Padri e figli” (Fath- 
ers and Sons), with Vittorio de Sica 
and Antonella Lualdi. Germany’s 
“Girls in Uniform” (Romy Schnei- 
der-Lilli Palmer) and Austrian 
tuner “Das Dreimaederthaus” 
(House of Three Girls) are also set. 

Native fare figures importantly 
with a new Swiss pic, “Die Kae- 
serei in der Vehfreude,” 
by Neue Film A. G. It is based on 
a i, Monee novel pS 7” 
eentury Swiss writer, Jeremias 
Gotthelf, re-pcpularized by a suc- 
cessfyl radio serialization. 


Disney Takes Over RKO 
Setup, Films in Japan 


Tokyo, Dec. 23. 

Incorporation of Japan RKO by 
Walt Disney Productions was re- 
vealed by A. L. Caplan, Far East 
y supervisor. This means that 
Disney Productiens has acquired 
the entire stock of RKO Radio Pic- 
tures of Japan, Ltd. and will take 
over its operation in Japan. Date 
of actual transfer will be an- 
nounced later, but it is expected to 
be during first half of mext year. 
Move has been made to cope with 
additional Disney product im- 
ported here. Daiei will continue to 
release Disney films as its pact was 
recently given a two-year renewal. 
But other Disney product is al- 
ready being released to hitherto 
RKO facilities. No personnel 
changes will be made. Toshishige 
Ishikawa, who was RKO general 
manager for Japan, will remain in 











that capacity under the new setup. 





Frankfurt, Dec. 23. 
The German film industry, hav- 
ing learned its lesson in advance 
by seeing the American film in- 
dustry’s fight against the inroads 
of tele, has just formed a new as- 
sociation to give the filmites a 
measure of control against tv. The 
association, first of its kind in Eu- 

rope, has no equal in the U.S. 
Called the Verwaltungs Gesell- 
schaft fuer Fernseherichtung (Ad- 


exhibitors, and 

SPIO members (leading organiza- 
tion of the entire film industry). 
initial committee are 

such key men of the German films 
as Arno Haucke of UFA; film 
distributor Theo Osterwind of Film 
Hansa; producer Dr. Herman 
Schwerine, major theatre owner 
S. Lubliner, and Horst von Hart- 
lieb, head of the Distributors Assn. 


Germany right now there is the 

vernment-controlled television 
monopoly. We think we of the film 
yo should make some sort 
of tions about servicing the 
tele industry and protecting our- 
selves from too much damage be- 
cause of it. We want to be a real 
partner tv film production, te 
help television films and 
benefit German tele—but at the 
same time protect the film in- 
ustry.” 


Idea of the organization is to 
collect all the tele rights on Ger- 
man films and see that no tv rights 
are transferred without its ap- 
proval. If tele wants a German fea- 
ture pic, it must negotiate with 
this association. 

_ Prices paid for the tv features 
are not the main feature, von 
Hartlieb explained, because there 
are so many producers competing. 
The outfit has just been formed 
and is now collecting the rights 
from producers and distributors. 


Italians Seek 
Extension Of 
~ Pix Aid Se 


an extension of current legislation, 
which expires next June, through 
Dec, 31, 1961. Move was recently 
decided by the Italian Union of 
Producers, 





backed by such Italo 
production toppers as ANICA chief 
Eitel Monaco and prexy 
Decison to 


by 
the part of the French. The ex- 
tension 1961 also coincides 
with the asked for by the 
French -Producer’s Union. 

Feeling here is that the exten- 
sion will allow a longer period of 
discussion both by the French and 
Italians, and avoid a rush job on 
the vital legislation. Both film in- 
dustries work in close harmony, 
with over one-third of their yearly 
output now tied up in mutual co- 
productive efforts. 

While the French and Italian 
film aid lews are essentially simi- 
lar, it’s been a longstanding local 
desire that the German film in- 
dustry set itself up in a similar 
way. Germany’s different industry 
structure has long been felt a 
major obstacle confronting the 
longstanding local hope that a 
Common Market for films may be 
set up in Europe around a kernel 
composed of the Italian, French 
and German film industries. 





4 Lendon Cinemas Cut Scale 
London, Dec. 30. 

In an attempt to woo family au- 
diences, four cinemas in South East 
London have inaugurated a “half- 
price-for-children” policy seven 
‘days a week. 

Half-price previously applied 
— on Saturdays and public holi- 

ys. . 
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MEN = 
MARVEL 
AT HIM! 

WOMEN 
ARE 
ENTHRALLED! 


& . 2 * 
He had two wives i 
and led two lives! : 
cs 





He had one family 
in Philadelphia, 
another in Harrisburg! 
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No wonder they 

call him the Eighth 

Wonder of the World! 
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EUROPE’S ECONOMIC FACELIFT 





Important Court Ruling on Boothmen 


If Union Replaces Man for Seniority Purposes, 
Exhibs Not Liable for Idle Pay 
ee 


St. Paul, Dec. 30. 

Reversing state employment de- 
partment findings, the Minnesota 
Supreme Court has rendered a de- 
cision of vital importance to many 
exhibitors throughout the nation— 
one likely to save them thousands 
of dollars annually. 

In the first such decision that 
establishes a precedent, the court 
has ruled that an exhibitor is not 
accountable, as far as unemploy- 
ment compensation is concerned, 
when the projectionists’ union re- 
places one of his booth operators. 

It has been the unions’ practice 
in the Twin Cities and undoubtedly 
elsewhere after the end of outdoor 
theatres’ seasons to replace many 
of the temporary booth operators 
in the four-wall houses with those 
from the shuttered ozoners—this 
by virtue of seniority. The replaced 
projectionists then appiy for and 
receive unemployment compensa- 
tion. 

Under Minnesota and many other 
states’ laws the exhibitor or any 
oher employer cannot object to 
tie payment of unemployment 
« mpensation when he, without 
cause, discharges a projectionist or 
other employee without cause. But 
exhibitors have been obsecting un- 
successfully to the benefits being 
charged to his “experience ac- 
count” at a substantial cost to him 
when the union, not he, replaces 
the projectionist. 

However, theatres have not been 
resisting such procedure to the ex- 
tent of litigation. But when the 
Minneapolis neighborhood Campus 
booth operator was pulled out and 
replaced thusly by the union, with 
no desire by owner Sol Fisher for 
the change, the latter aecided to 
resist having the unemployment 
benefit charged to his experience 
account. 

Three state employment agen- 
cies, one after another on appeals, 
decided against Fisher who then 
carried the matter to the state 
Supreme Court, his last resort 
with the far-reaching result indi- 
cated. 

In going contrary to the state 
employment agencies’ rulings, the 
Supreme Court held invalid the de- 
partmentals’ stand that the union 
is the exhibitor’s agent. 


WORLD GETS GUINNESS 
IN LIVELY CHI BIDDING 


Chicago, Dee. 30. 
Chuck Teitel’s World Playhouse, 
Michigan Ave. arty, outbid for the 
new Alec Guinness pic, “Horse’s 
Mouth” (Lopert), and will. likely 
unspool it sometime in February. 


Bidding was lively, particularly 
among the import situations, in 
view of generally soft art house 
patronage here of late, a condi- 
tion some tradesters link to short- 
age of top foreign product. 


Ralph Hathaway in Los Angeles 
swings from manager of Chi- 
nese Theatre to simi spot at 
New Fox, along with moveover of 

Windjammer.” Steve Smolak, 
formerly manager of Loyolx lately 
at Pacific Ocean Park, succeeds 
Hathaway at Chinese. 











Herman G. Weinberg 
has an Interesting excerpt from his 
forthcoming beek, ‘Sia and 
Cinema," on the thesis of 
No Screen Sex Sans 
Subtlety 
* * @# 
one of the many Editorial Features 
In the 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 
VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 

















Saunter to Nearest Exit 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

A $15,000 loss in a two alarm 
blaze which emptied the nabe 
Franklin Park Theatre in the 
Dorchester section of Boston 
was sustained by the film 
house, cigar store, beauty 
salon and shoe repair shop, 
Wednesday (17). More than 
100 patrons fied from the film 
house as smoke trickled in 
from the blaze only 50 ft. 
away. 

Manager, James J. Wall itu 
his announcement to the pa- 
trons, suggested they leave as 
they might be “bothered by 
smoke from a nearby fire.” 


Drums Roll For 
‘A New Columbia’ 


Columbia Pictures is in the 
midst of a campaign designed to 
convince the industry that “a new 
Columbia, a company which in 
many significant ways will be the 
same in name only” is emerging 
under the direction of the new 
management team headed by 
prexy Abe Schneider. 

The company’s drumbeaters are 
alerting the press to the fact that 
many significant policy statements 
will result from a series of four 
regional sales meetings in Janu- 
ary called by v.p. and general 
sales manager Rube Jackter. 

In all, the four two-day sessions 
will be attended by nine home- 
office executives and 36 division 
and branch managers. A top ad- 
pub executive will attend each 
meeting. 

In calling the sessions, Jackter 
indicated that Col’s new manage- 
ment team, which took over the 
reins of the company about 10 
months ago after the death of 
Harry Cohn, has developed its 
program for future productions 
and operations to a point where 
he feels that it is essential that 
the sales force hear about it at 
first hand. 

The first meeting will convene in 
Washington on Jan. 56 at the 
Statler Hotel and will be attended 
by execs representing the divisions 
in the eastern region of the U.S. 
and all of Canada. 


Subsequent meetings will be 
held Jan. 12-13 in New Orleans 
for the southern divisions; in 
Chicago Jan. 19-20 for the far 
western divisions and Jan. 21-22 
for the mid-western divisions. 

Jackter will chair the sessions. 
Attending the Washington con- 
clave will be sales exec Milton 
Goodman, sales accounting and 
contract department manager 
Joseph Freiberg, exchange opera- 
tions manager H. C. Kaufman, 
New York branch manager Saul 
Trauner, and pub-ad director Rob- 
ert S. Ferguson. 


WYNNEWOOD GRINDS AGAIN 
Retains Todd-AO Gear After 
‘Pacific’ Run 














Dallas, Dec. 30. 

Suburban Wynnewood Theatre, 
after an extended road show en- 
gagement of “South Pacific” 
(Magna) for 33 weeks, has returned 
to a family policy of continuous 
showings of current motion pics. 

All of the Todd-AO equipment 
will be retained by the theatre in- 
cluding the huge curved screen and 
the sterophonic sound. 

Under the current policy, the 
Wynnewood will open on week- 
days at 6:45 p.m. and on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 1:45 pm. The 
regular Saturday morning kid 
shcws will also be reinstituted. 





R. W. Reaves of Mineral Wells, 
vT ~., has assumed the management 
“oxan Theatre at Athens, 
‘vex. replacing Charlie Fields Jr. 


| was that such 








COMMON MART & 
NEW MONEY RULES 


By FRED HIFT 

The new European Common 
Market, which comes into being as 
an operating entity encompassing 
six countries tomorrow (Thurs.), 
poses a host of future problems 
for the American film industry. 
At the same time, it envisions a 
single and commercially strong 
Continental market, less suscepti- 
ble to economic ffuctuations than 
the present markets. 

The U.S. State Dept. and the 
film biz via Eric Johnston have 
endorsed the Common Market of- 
ficially, the argument being that 
it is e a self-help propo- 
sition designed to bring greater 
economic strength to the whole 
area. 

There are those who, while they 
go along with this reasoning, also 
fear that — in the specific case of 
the film industry — the Common 
Market threatens to put the Amer- 
icans at a severe economic disad- 
vantage since it promises to in- 
troduce limitations and restrictions 
in countries where none now exist 
for Hollywood produet. 

Outsiders Stay Out 

Under the Common Market con- 
cept, the six nations involved will 
gradually drop trade and tariff 
barriers among themselves while 
maintaining them for outsiders. 
The six countries taking part are 
France, Italy, Germany, Belgium, 
Holland, and Luxemburg. 

Preparatory to the CM coming 
into existence, nine European 
countries along with Great Britain 
moved last week to make their cur- 
rencies freely convertible in vary- 
ing degrees. In none of the nine 
do American film companies pres- 
ently have any problems remitting 
their earnings. 

They were hit, however, by the 
devaluation of the French franc, 
which was pegged by the French 
Government at an official rate of 
493.7 fr. to the dollar, ie. a 17% 
drop in value. The U.S. distributors 
have no large amounts of earn- 
ings blocked in France, but will, of 
course, have to take the rap on 
future remittances, which will cor- 
resvondingly be cut by 17%. 

The British Treasury 
in London that the pound sterling 
as of tomorrow will be freely con- 
vertible into any currency, includ- 
ing dollars, provided the funds are 
held by persons or companies re- 
siding outside of the sterling area. 
The ruling appears te have a direct 
impact on the American film in- 
dustry, currently limited to an 
official $17,000,000 a year remit- 
tance from Britain. 

Britain Ne Problem 


Actually, the Yanks have been 
getting virtually all of their money 
out of Britain via various types 
of bonuses, local production etc. 
Inasmuch as the remittance limi- 
tation is embodied in the current 
Anglo-American film agreement, 
the possibility looms that the U.S. 
companies may ask for a renego- 
tiation of the accord, which nor- 
mally would run to Sept. ’59. 

However, neither in France nor 
in Britain will convertibility im- 
mediately benefit the U. S. film 
biz. This is so partly because re- 
mittances are now regulated by 
agreements, and partly because it 
remains to be established whether 
the American accounts are classifi- 
able as “non-resident” under new 
regulations. It can only be hoped 
that convertibility will bring with 
it improved ittance deals for 
U. S. pix within the continuing 
framework of restrictions. 

What effect free convertibility 
would have on American produc- 
tion in Britain, and whether it in 
fact applies to the film companies, 
which maintain “resident” com- 
panies to do their business in 
Britain, remains to be seen. Till 
now, one of the incentives of in- 
vesting in production in Britain 

pictures can use 
up otherwise frozen sterling. Also, 
these films get the quota label. 

Johnston, the MPEA president, 

(Continued on page 14) 


National Theatres Proft Dip, 426%, 





Sanguine of Shareholder Okay to Acquire Nat'l 
Telefilm Associates Via 514% Debentures 








No Convertibility for Pix 


In ——— Lemay ter 
of the lira non-residents 
Government 


convertibility. 
suffers because its Italian 
earnings are used partly to 
the lecal film business. 
Thus, neither in Britain, 
France or Italy does free con- 
vertibility of non-resident ac- 
counts benefit Hollywood. 


40th at UA As 
All-Year Fete 


A worldwide, year-long celebra- 
tion of its 40th anniversary is 
being planned by United Artists 
for 1959. Company was founded 
on April 17, 1919. 

According to Robert S. Benja- 
min, UA chairman of the board, 
the occasion will be observed via 
a series of public and film industry 
fetes by UA’s #164 domestic and 
foreign offices and its 2,200 em- 
ployees. e 

The current year, with an ex- 
pected gross of over $80,000,000, 
has been the best in UA's history. 
Apart from being in distribution 
and production financing, UA also 
produces tv shows and records. 
The company has shown a consist- 
ent profit in the year since 1951 
when the current ment 
team took over. Prior to that, UA 
registered heavy losses. 

Benjamin said this week that 
the films to be released by the 
company in its anni year repre- 
sented a $65,000,000 investment. 





ZENITH’S ‘LES AMANTS’ 


Importer Don Frankel ‘Sure It'll 
Pass U.S. Customs 


“Les Amants” (The Lovers), con- 
troversial (and sexy) French-Ital- 
ian coproduction, has been ac- 
quired for U.S. distribution by Don 
Frankel's Zenith International Film 
Corp. 

Picture, which got a silver lion 
prize at Venice this year and 
caused a sensation at the Mexican 
film fest, hasn't as yet been sub- 
mitted to U.S. Customs. However, 
Frankel said Monday (29) he was 
confident it would pass “without 
difficulty.” 








Frankel obtained the rights from org’: 


Premier Productions, which ob- 
tained them in turn from the 


what he described as a “very sub- 
stantial” guarantee against a per- 
centage, with Premier to partici- 
pate in the eventual profits. 

“Les Amants” was directed by 
Louis Malle. It stars Jeanne 
Moreau, Alain Cony and Jean- 
Louis de Villalonga. Frankel also 
has the German “Nachts Wenn der 
Teufel Kam” (Robert Siodmak) 
which he plans to dub. 


Mann-Disney Close 
Mint.eapolis, Dec. 30. 
gee ea ody” wad RE See 
eauty” ow 
“peoth Pecthe” into his Todd-AO 
equipped Academy. 

Since its interior was rebuilt by 
Mann the Academy has had enly 
two attractions, both $2.65 top 
hard-ticket. “Around the World in 
80 Days” ran 50 weeks anc “South 
Pacific” now is in its 26th week. 





Los Angeles, Dec. 30, 

National Theatres Inc., for year 
ended Sept. 30, 1958, dipped 
42.6% under previous year’s con- 
solidated net t, $1,302,000 as 
eompared to ,000. Earnings 
were equivalent to 48 and 84 cents 
per share for respective years. 

In his report, prexy John B. Ber- 
tero stated present indications 
point to improved earnings for 
first quarter of new fiscal year 
over take of last year’s correspond- 
ing quarter. 

“Our theatre earnings for the 
second and third quarters (of the 
past year) exceeded those for the 
comparable period in the prior 
fiscal year,” he said, “but there 
was a decrease in the first and 
fourth quarters due to a lesser 
number of pictures of boxoffice 
value.” 

Exec, who succeeded Elmer C. 
Rhoden as prexy Oct. 1, stressed 
that “public response to well-pro- 
duced pictures of quality demon- 
strates the existence of a strong 


A special stockholders meeting 
will be held by company Jan. 8 
to vote on National’s proposal to 
acquire the common stock of Na- 
tionz] Telefilm Associates Inc., deal 


National stockholders are being, 
called on to approve a plan 
by Telefilm Associates’ stockhold- 
ers would be offered NT deben- 
tures and warrants. For each share 
Telefilm stock, holders would 
receive an $11 NT 512% subor- 

debenture 


g 


rant for purchase of one-quarter 











The Day ‘JB’ Started 
To Believe His Own 
Script 
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No Consent To End Consent 


———————aaas Continued from page 7 


gress’ committee on  industry- 
Government relations. 
For years now, the Dept. of 


Justice has resisted all exhibitor 
efforts to alter the decrees so 
that the formerly-affiliated  cir- 
cuits could enter production and 
distribution with pre-emptive 
rights for their own theatres. 

How then, it is asked, are 
American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres and RKO Theatres per- 
mitted to produce and distribute 
Pictures and Paramount Pictures 
to acquire theatres? Both Para- 
mount and RKO came to the Dept. 
ef Justice voluntarily and agreed 
to consent decree judgments be- 
fore the district court promulgated 
the “broader remedies” and are 
therefore not part of the stricter 
decrees which prevent production- 
distribution and mew theatre ac- 
quisitions. 

The Dept. of Justice is believed 
to Tent this distinction which 
faced % Ftth charges that it is, in 
essence, discriminating against the 
companies which divorced at a 
later date. Rather than extend 
the rights to the companies that 
separated subsequently, Justice 
probably would have preferred 
that the exempted companies be as 
equally restricted as the later di- 
vorcees, since this situation would 
be more in kesping with the wishes 
of the Supreme Court and the 
provisions Banded down by the dis- 
trict court, 

Weighing in a'‘l the factors it’s 
considered unlikely that the Dept. 
of Justice would consent to any 
easing of the decrees that would 
allow the formerly-affiliated cir- 
cuits to produce and distribute pix 
and the film companies to own 
theatres. This was made rather 
clear by Victor Hansen, head of 
the antitrust division of the Dept. 
of Justice, in his speech to the 
TOA convention in Miami Beach 
recently. 
—_—— — — — 
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The decrees do not prevent the 
formerly-affiliated theatres from 
entering production per se, but 
they are succinct in denying the 
circuits the right to distribute 
their own films, particularly with 
pre-emptive rights. Justice was 
instrumental in paving the way for 
several circuits to lend money to 
United Artists for the production 
of several successful blockbusters 
as long as the chains had no say-so 
in the manner in which UA dis- 
tributed the films. 

Justice has been caught between 
two fires—one demanding stricter 
enforcement of the decrees, as 
epitomized by Allied’s “white pa- 
per”; the other clamoring for more 
leniency, as demonstrated by the 
efforts of TOA and the American 
Congress of Exhibitors. Though 
acutely aware of the peculiar 
problems of the motion picture in- 
dustry and making efforts to be 
helpful. The départment must— 
and will—enforce the Govern- 
ment’s antitrust laws. 

It has run into criticism from 
Allied because it has allowed the 
formerly-affiliated circuits to ac- 
quire new theatres, especially 
drive-ins, after they had completed 
their divestiture requirements. 


The Department has also made | 


it possible for Stanley Warner to 
become involved in Cinerama, Na- 


r 


SHELTON EXITS GOLDWURM 


Had Headed Times Film Sales For 
Four Years 





William Shelton, in charge of 
sales at Times Film Corp., has 
resigned, effective immediately, 
Jean Goldwurm, president of the 
company, reported this week. Shel- 
ton had been with Times Film for 
four years. 

He's being succeeded by Nat 
Sanders, who'll head up sales under 
Felix Bilgrey, v.p. of the outfit 
which distributes foreign films. 

Shelton gave reasons of health 
|for quitting Times Film. 


Bloom Off Video, 
Thinks Grunwald 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

British audiences have reached 
the saturation point on tv and are 
now leveling off with a return to 
theatrical pix, says British pro- 
ducer Anatole de Grunwald, but 
it will be up to Hollywood product 
to lead the way back to the turn- 
stiles. British features, he says, are 
“too insular,” they have lost their 
former aim on the world market 
and aren’t even drawing as well at 
home as they formerly did. 

De Grunwald is here for a few 
days conferring with Metro toppers 
| on “The Doctor’s Dilemma,” which 








tional Theatres in CineMiracte, and | he made in Britain for the Holly- 
played a part in the development | wood company. He is next doing 
of Todd-AO. Where the laws per- “Libel” for Metro, also in London, 
mit it, the Department, according | again with Dirk Bogarde top- 
to its recent actions, shows an incli- starred. He does not classify these 
nation to be sympathetic to the in- | two as British films, but as Holly- 
dustry, but—as_ realistic legal | wood-inspired product with an eye 
opinion sees it—it simply cannot | to world boxoffice 
go as far as some theatremen are | He finds the film capital on a 
demanding. much more even keel emotionally 
, | than on-his last visit, eight months 
PR a Be dite ta tes we ago. He thinks, however, that there 


‘ |is too much obsession here with 
lag So ee ee. et &- the teen-aged market. He does not 


deny that this is an important seg 

of the ticket-buying public, but 
fears other audiences are being 
alienated by a deluge of pix de- 
| voted to the young. 

“We've got to go after other 
audiences,” he maintains, “particu- 
larly that adult, mature class, that 
is fed up to some extent with tv 
and now shopping around for other 
entertainment.” 

In Britain, he says, the bloom 
is off.tv, its peak audience has been 
reached and passed. But, he warns, 
unless there are strong theatrical 
pix available, audiences will be 








Europe Facelift 


waa Continued from page 13 em 


das hailed the Common Market as 
a step forward. However, there 
are those who are concerned lest, | 
under the guise of CM, some coun- | 
tries with local film industries, use | 
the setup to artificially exclude or 
at least limit American imports. 
Pic biz has gained in the past via | 
free trading, convertibility and im- | 





port conditions in West Germany, 
for instance. 

It’s conceivable that, with the 
CM taking effect, the Germans will 
finally bring their own limitations | 
in line with those of Italy and) 
France; which would mean higher | 
duties, a quota on imports, etc. | 
This has long been urged on the | 
Germans by their two producing 
partners in the CM. However, the 
West German Government _has | 
steadfastly refused to create limi-| 
tations. 


















slow about deserting the homeside 
brand of entertainment. 

He says Hollywood film-makers 
seem to have the bounce to fight 
this that Britain’s opposite num- 
bers lack. He finds more elasticity 
in thinking here and more concen- 
tration on the end result in product 
rather than on details along the 
way. 

“The only thing that has been 
told me about the pictures I] am 
making for Metro is that they 


| should be good, not bother about 




























Possibility has been raised that, details such as expenses here and 
eventually, the American compa- there,” he says. “Naturally, they 
nies may be faced with a move by | expect me to keep within budget, 
members of the Common Market! but they don’t lose sight of the 
to create a single office to nego- | fact that the most important thing 
tiate film deals with the U.S. in-| is to make the picture good, so the 
ne for = 4 in — - | — ons, its money back, and 
e@ economic oc. ne bright; perhaps a bit more.” 
ay ~ me roe is the fact| He finds more tendency here, 
at, eep the eatres open, too, to think in’ terms of world 
and audiences coming, individual | market “the knowledge that as far 
countries are seen having to main-| as films are concerned, there are 
tain a fairly constant stream of|no frontiers.” He thinks both 
U.S. film imports. At the same| British and American exhibitors 
time, they’ll be in a much better; could do more to showcase the 
position to put pressure on the| product more attractively, with 
Americans to obtain improved | cleaner, more up-to-date equip- 
aes hand for their pictures in| ment and facilities, 
the States. 
The entire question is of para- 
mount importance to the U.S. in- | 
dustry inasmuch as, in recent years, 
it has learned to depend more and | 
more on foreign revenue, a good | 
chunk of which derives from Fu- 
rope. Some economists lean to the 
view that an economically stronger 
Europe, in the long run, will be 
more important to the industry | 
than the levelling out of restric-| budget local production company 
tions that may result from the | headed by Sergio Newman, is in- 
CM. which is to be accomplished jcreasing picture costs on “Mis- 
in stages, fe. over a period of }sion” to 10,000,000 pesetas ($200,- 
a dozen years. In discussing this |000) with its first-time incorpora- 
question in a speech some months |tion of U.S. talent. Venus Enter- 
back, Johnston acknowledged that) prises, an Amefican-owned Swiss 
painter tor Ue eg may be / film distributor, will release. 
“painful” for U.S. films. 





Lex Barker in Spanish 


‘Mission in Morocco’ 
Madrid, Dec. 30. 

Lex Barker leaves early in Jan- 
juary for Tetuan to star with Juli 
Reding in a Spanish production, 
| “Mission in Morocco, co-starring 
Sylvia Morgan and Fernando Rey. 
Hispamer Films, an active low- 
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Gotham broadcasters, not to men- 
tion the “newsleggers” of “hot” 
copies of out-of-town daily gazettes. 
It created incredible hardships for 
merchants and mechanics, auction- 
eers and actors, touts agd tourists, 
pressagents and peddlers, the latter 
unable to wrap their fish in news- 
| print. 

Monday (29) saw the dailies gob- 
bled up like salted peanuts. The 
front page of the Daily News re- 
vealed the tab coming off the 
presses with a head reading: 
“We're Off and Running Again.” 
The N. Y. Mirror exclaimed “Hello 
Again!” Both the N. Y. Times and 
N. Y. Herald Tribune were more 
conservative in their headlines but 
nevertheless jubilant in their lead. 

There was little sweetness ap- 
parent in the statement issued by 
Barney G. Cameron, prexy of the 
N. ¥. Publishers Assn., after the 
strike ended. He pointed out that 
the deliverymen “accepted what 
they twice earlier rejected .. .” 
Sam Feldman, prexy of the News- 
paper and Mail Deliverers Union, 
said his men were ready to go back 
to work “with the best wages and 
|working conditions ever had by 
| the members of our union,” and he 
hoped the publishers “will show 
|the respect for our views and for 
|our strength to which we are en- 
| titled.” 

Condensed Reviews 

Both the Times and the Trib 
|were planning to carry condensed 
|versions of stories, reviews, etc., 
|their readers had missed during 
ithe news blackout. The Trib car- 
|ried reviews of previous plays and 
| pix yesterday (30) and the Times 
}was readying what it called a “Spe- 
|cial Catch-Up Section” for today’s 
| (Wed.) editions. 

The Times’ special section was 
|to. contain the front pages readers 
|didn’t get during the strike, edi- 
| torials, commentaries, “men in the 
|news,” obits, stock market high- 
\lights, market averages, theatre, 
| film and music reviews. 
| Despite the late hour at which 
{the. strike ended the, publishers 
|were able to put out morning 
|editions, although cansiderably 
| thinned down, but nonetheless de- 
tailed enough to cover all aspects 
of the strike and with a sizeable 
amount of show biz advertising. 
The Times carried about three 
| pages of theatre advertising includ- 
jing large display copy for the 
films, “Separate Tables,” “The Doc- 
tor’s Dilemna,” “The Buccaneer,” 
etc. The Times also carried a de- 
tailed story on how Broadwzy fared 
during the strike along with a 
breakdown of what the drama 
critics said about various shows 
that opened during the two-and-a- 
half-weeks of the strike. There 
were also lists of first-run films and 
plays in town as well as a chron- 
ology of the major news events 
during the press strike. 

Significant were the full page ads 
by Newsweek and Time in the 
Times and Trib. The Newsweek ad 
welcomed back the dailies, post- 
scripted to commuters on the 6:02 
to Westport: “We’re sorry that you 
weren't able to get copies of News- 
week on Friday, Dec. 12, ete. ... 
The Time ad showed a shuttered 
newsstand and a quote from Thom- 
as Jefferson: “Were it left to me 
to decide whether we should have 
a government with newspapers, or 
newspapers without a government, 
I should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.” Copy ended 
with “We've missed you, Welcome 
back.” 





Union Blasted 

Lead editorials in the Gotham 
dailies on Monday lamented the 
“needless disaster” of thé strike. 
The N. Y. Mirror spoke of “eco- 
nomic vandalism”; the Daily News 
headed its editorial: “It’s Great To 
Be Back In Business, But—”: the 
Times said suspension of publica- 
tion “was at least an object lesson 
in the services provided by news- 
print and printer’s ink.” 

Broadway producers, during the 
strike, had their pressagents doing 
everything but skywriting, to hypo 
biz. Actors, ordinarily as conser- 
vative as the NAM, in their public 
utterances, appeared on interview 
programs and blasted the strikers. 

The N. Y. Post’s frontpage head 
read, “What's New:”, and proceed- 
ed to give its readers an immediate 
fill-in. Editorially, it s) » of find- 
ing “new methods ; hin 
for the avoidance cind of 
blackout that ¢: ‘ city 
nearly three week at i rd 


sory 








ry 


Show Biz Back to Normal 
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Watts Jr., the Post’s drama critic 
appeared with brief reviews of the 
new plays on-and off-Broadway 
during the strike. 

Also, among jubilant readers of 
the city’s dailies were gals with 
engagement notices on society 
pages and the recipients of birth. 
day greetings in Nick Kenny’s col. 
umn. 

The city’s street cleaners scowled, 
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a magnificent campaign for a film 
that just couldn't be sold.” 

Dystel’s statement on the 
possibility of “manufacturing” 
bestsellers was prompted by a 
statement issued by an anonymous 
industry member who claimed 
that cooperative pre-sell promo- 
tions, with financial assistance 
from pix producers, is creating 
phoney bestsellers which the in. 
dustry then has to pay a high price 
to obtain. 

“The question of price for a 
book property,” Dystel stated, “is 
a matter of contractual agreement 
between a publisher and a motion 
picture company. Naturally the 
movie rights to a book at the top 
of the bestseller list will be high- 
er. But the contention that a pub- 
lisher can artifically create a best- 
seller, for which he can then de- 
mand an exorbitant price, is a 
false one. No one can keep a book 
on the bestseller list by artificial 
hypoing.” 

In answer to the question, “Why 
should the movie company pay to 
create business for the book pub- 
lisher?” Dystel answered, “Why 
should a movie company pay a 
press agent to start publicizing a 
movie months in advance of its 
release?” The obvious reason is 
because they want to pre-sell the 
public. I know of no more effec- 
tive pre-selling tool for any movie 
than a book which millions of 
people have read or heard talked 
about or seen in a bookstore or on 
a newsstand.” 

Told of the film exec’s complaint 
that “it’s getting so film promo 
tion men can’t sit down to plan 
exploitation without consulting 
with the hardback and paperback 
publishers of the book,” Dystel 
said, “I find it hard to believe 
that I or any of my fellow publish- 
ers could force a movie exploita- 
tion man to consult with us. The 
movie exploitation men I know are 
hardheaded businessmen and the 
only reason they consult with any- 
one is because they have some- 
thing to gain from it.” 

Another complaint voiced by the 
industryite was that the film in- 
dustry spends more money on ad- 
vertising and exploitation than 
the book industry. Dystel admit- 
ted this was perfectly true but 
pointed out that the potential re- 
turn on a pic is figured in the 
millions while the potential return 
on even the biggest bestselling 
book is figured only in the tens of 
thousands. 

Questioned about the statement 
that a book company has nothing 
to lose while the film company 
faces a considerable loss if the 
pic turns out to be a flop, Ban- 
tam’s president asked, “In all fair- 
ness, should a book publisher be 
held responsible because someone 
makes an_ unsuccessful movie 
based on his book?” 


FILM PRODUCTS 


Have recently acquired a consider- 
able library of low and medium 
budgeted, old and recently released 
theatrical films, Would like fo merge 
with or purchase some additional 
new theatrical or television shows or 
some better quality films released 
since 1941. 

Would also consider acquiring sub- 
stantial interest in film or television 


Ld y. 
Write BOX 1216 VARIETY, 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


| New York Theatre | 
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Rocketelter Center « Ci 6-4600 ¢ 
“AUNTIE MAME” Starring 
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Money-Back 
Draws Yawns Of 
John Q. Public 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

Even when theatres give a satis- 
faction or your money back guar- 
antee for a picture they've been 
unable in the recent instances the 
device has been used here to pull 
a respectable number of patrons. 

It seems to be a case of if you 
have what they want they'll come 
regardless of promises, guarantees 
or even advanced admissions. And 
even the chance to see the picture 
for free will not drag in a substan- 
tial number of them if they, for 
some reason or other, aren't at- 
tracted. 

That’s what exhibitors here are 
finding out, trade circles point out. 

During this month the money 
back guarantee went with two of- 
ferings and it didn’t help much, if 
at all, judging by their small 
grosses. 

“Me and the Colonel” was sold 
on that basis by the RKO Orphe- 
um, but failed to click at the box- 
office even though the critics 
lavished praise on it and word-of- 
mouth left nothing to be desired. 

In a trio of neighborhood houses 
“Cry Terror” suffered a similar 
fate after money back guarantees 
i:. larger than usual newspaper eds. 
However, “Terror” previously had 
been picked up bf a local “fine 
arts” uptown theatre, the Campus, 
after being unnoticed on a twin bill 
downtown and being passed by 
other neighborhood theatres. And 
with the money back guarantee and 
large newspaper ads it clicked big, 
running four weeks. The other 
three houses (non-art) that tried 
the same device unsuccessfully 
more than a month later were far 
removed from the Campus and 
widely separated from each othex, 


New Rink Loses Plea 
Of ‘Unfair’ Tax Relief 
Granted Film Exhibs 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

A taxpayers suit asking the Com- 
mon Pleas Court to invalidate a 
recently passed City Council or- 
dinance exempting film houses 
from the municipal 5% amusement 
tax was dismissed by Judge Charles 
L. Guerin (26). 

The suit had been filed by the 
Boulevard Ice Rink, which con- 
tended that ordinance would vio- 
late the state constitution’s provi- 
sion that all taxes should be uni- 
form. Exempting the film theatres, 
counsel for the rink argued, dis- 
criminated against other enter- 
tainment places still liable for the 
tariff. 

In dismissing the complaint, 
Judge Guerin ruled that the Boule- 
vard Rink, which opened Dec. 4, 
had not exhausted its administra- 
tive remedies by appealing first to 
the Tax Review Board. The 
ordinance providing tax relief for 
the film theatres becomes effective 
Jan. 1. Its passage in Council had 
the backing of Mayor Richardson 
Dilworth and other city leaders. 


$1.39 POUND OF CANDY 
WITH $5 CERTIFICATE 


Mifineapolis, Dec. 30. 

The three Twin Cities’ RKO The- 
atres are offering the public a 
Christmas bargain. 

Purchasers of a $5 gift book 
which comprises that amount of 
admission coupons plus a bonus 
are receiving a $1.39 pound of 
candy. 

The bonus book coupons also are 
redeemable at the theatres’ con- 
cession counters. 











Jim Ross’ Texas Feature 
Houston, Dec. 30. 

Company of Jim Ross’ produc- 
tions, “Five Bold Women” which 
has been on iocation at Bracket- 
ville, Tex., for the past three weeks, 
returned to Houston by chartered 
bus. Shooting at Atascocita, on 
Lake Houston is due to start this 
week. 

Company includes Merry Anders, 
Jeff Morrow, Irish McCalla, Mathy 
Marlowe, Dee Carroll and Bob 
Caffey. 

Jorge Lopez-Portillo is director, 
Ross is producer. : 


PERSPECTIVE ON ‘BLITZKRIEG’ 


Yank General to Put U.S, Inter- 
pretation on Import 

An American general will be 
sought to provide a “let’s get it 
straight” introduction for the Lion 
International import, “Blitzkrieg,” 
which, via documentary war foot- 
age, gives a history of the last war 
as seen from the German side. 
In its British release, a British 
general introed the Nazi film com- 
pilation to put the picture into its 
proper frame. 

Narration throughout is pretty 
much a translation of the original 
German voices, though a second 
narrator is intreduced when the 
Nazi commentary goes way off the 

am. 


Czechs Partner 
On New ‘Golem’ 


“Golem,” the middle age classic 
made once before as a silent film, 
will be coproduced with the Czechs 
by two Americans, J. Jay Frankel 
of M.J.P. Enterprises end Richard 
Davis, prez of United Motion Pic- 
ture Organization. Picture is bud- 
geted at $3,000,000, which would 
make it the most expensive inde- 
pendent production yet to be shot 
by Americans in Europe. 

It’s the first definite U.S. co- 
production deal with a Soviet 
satellite. 

Arrangements, already approved 
by the Czechs, will see the film 
shot in Prague, where the Czech 
industry will contribute studios, 
extras and production personnel. 
In return, they'll get exclusive dis- 
tribution rights behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Plans are to make the film in 
color, widescreen and stereophonic 
sound and with English dialog. 
Script will be written by Ameri- 
cans and will carry the approval of 
the State Dept. The English version 
will be released by U.S. interests 
throughout the free world. 

Shooting is due to start in late 
1959 with no prior release com- 
mitment in the States. A new com- 
pany is being formed to handle 
distribution. 

While Hollywood has been aloof, 
other countries have coproduced 
with the Communist nations. 
“Witches of Salem,” now current 
in N.Y., is a French-East German 
coproduction. A British outfit plans 
to coproduce with the Soviets, 
who've also talked to Bryna (Kirk 
Douglas) and various other U.S. 
outfits, though no definite projects 
have materialized. 

Frankel’s M.J.P. company has 
sold a number of American films 
to the Czechs. Davis is an exhibitor 
(the Fine Arts Theatre, N.Y.) and 
also a distributor of foreign films. 
Davis has acquired a Czech film 
for U.S. release. 


Altered Channelling; 
RKO Theatres Copping 


Strong Ones Via Bids 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

RKO Theatres, which for a long 
time under a product splitting ar- 
rangement seemed to be somewhat 
of a stepchild as far as landing the 
“blockbusters” was concerned, 
continues to grzb off a surprisingly 
large number of the promisers 
since the advent of competitive 
bidding which it demanded of all 
companies. 

“Some Came Running” (Metro) 
just has been awarded to it for its 








‘Orpheum on the heels of Par’s 


“The Buccaneer,” Metro's “Tom 
Thumb,” Warners’ “No Time tor 
Sergeants,” Columbia’s “The Last 
Hurrah,” and Metro’s “Cat on a 
Hot Tin Roof,” which last named 
was one of 1958’s top boxoffice 
performers here. 

United Paramount has come up 
with “I Want to Live,” “Auntie 
Mame” and “Tunnel of Love,” 
among others; the independent 
World, “Inn of Sixth Happiness,” 
“Gigi,” “Bell, Book and Candle” 
and “Wild Wilderness, and the in- 
dependent Gopher “Seventh Voy- 
age of Sinbad,” “Houseboat” and 
“The Geisha Boy.” 

Elimination of United © Para- 
mount’s 4,100-seat Radio City from 
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Fabian’s Rotterdam Deal 


Albany, Dec. 30. 
Fabian Theatres Corp. is pre- 
paring to take over the operation 
of the Riverview Drive-In in Rot- 
terdam, N.Y. from Lamont Thea- 


tres. 

Although a deal to acquire the 
ozoner has not as yet been com- 
pleted, the chain has filed papers 
in Albany for the organization of 
the Riverview Drive-In Corp., the 
corporate name under which the 
outdoor theatre apparently will be 
operated. hwartz & Frohlich 
were the filing attorneys. 


Pro Football 
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ball championship over the N.Y. 
Giants. 

The Gotham gridders, in turn, 
were a “film script” team with their 
three-in-a-row victories, coming 
from behind to nose-out the tough 
Cleveland Browns. 


The New York pubs and taverns 
buzzed with nothing all day but 
pro grid talk. Sports enthusiasts 
more attuned to the ivories than 
the Ivy League talked ground 
gains, pass statistics, line-blocker 
heroics and “educated toe” con- 
versions with the same fervor as 
the hot-stovers discuss baseball and 
with more enthusiasm than the 
Yales and the Harvards. 

The turnaway gates of the pro 
games attest to the economics. 
Subconsciously appealing a lot to 
the fans is that the grid game, like 
the doughty whose ap- 
pointed rounds are never stayed 
by snow, sleet~nor rain, is not 
subject to the same “called on ac- 
count of rain” vagaries as baseball. 
Then, too, the greater the nip in 
the fall-winter air the greater the 
nips from the pocketflasks in the 
grandstands. (It is already evident 
that if pro football is to continue 
winning the Sunday family trade 
something will have to be done 
about the rowdy and downright 
drunken misbehaviorism of some 
of the not-so-“couth” Sunday non- 
rahrah crowds. It’s not only the 
unsubtle tippling but the language 
and slovenly aftermath that may 
militate the most against getting 
the “nice” people.) 

Regardless of all the nuances, 
this is a new brand of snowballing 
show business. Lag ae omen 
had important b.o. erest amon 
showmen and if pro football mysh- 
rooms as did racing, dogtracks and 
the like, including weekend night 
games, it will be still another new 
headache which the conventional 
indoor entertainments will have to 
worry about. 
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N.Y. Grix Awards 


=—me Continued from page 2 


ance in “I Want to Live,” another 
UA release. Miss Hayward won 
out on the fourth ballot with 10 
votes, topping Shirley Booth, 
named for her performances in 
“Hot Spell” (Par) and “The Match- 
maker” (Par). 

Stanley Kramer, who directed as 
well as produced “Defiant Ones,” 
was cited as best director, gain- 
ing the two-thirds majority on the 
fourth ballot over Delbert Mann 
(“Separate Tables”), four votes; 
and Richard Brooks (“Cat On A 
ot Tin Roof, Metro), one vote. 

The critics reactivated a writing 
award and named “The Defiant 
Ones” for “best screen writing,” 
without calling attention to the 
writers—Nathan E. Douglas and 
Harold J. Smith. 

“Mon Oncle,” the Jacques Tati 
starrer released by Continental, 
was chosen the best foregin film on 
the sixth ballot, beating the re- 
cently opened Jules Dassin film, 
“He Who Must Die,” and the In- 
dian film, “Panther Panchali.” 

Formal presentation of the 
awards will be made on Jan. 24 at 
Sardis. 


Todd-AO Geared House 
Up for Stanley Decision 
Albany, Dec. 30. 
The first installation, hereabouts, 
of Todd-AO is scheduled for either 
the downtown Ritz or the uptown 
Madison, both Stanley Warner 
houses. Equipping is expected to 
be done within a month. 
Gio Guiliardi, new chief engi- 
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Berger, Returning to Exhibitor 
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Questions Skouras, Fabian ‘Sincerity’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 





GROWN-UP KIDDIES 
Adults Predominate In ‘Sinbad’ 
Audience, Check Finds 
Preliminary survey made 


Columbia disclosed that “The 7th | sincerity 


Voyage of Sinbad,” ostensibly 
simed at the kiddie trade, hy oa 

eless attra a grea 
portion of pry An, 

At the Roxy, N.Y., where the 
picture grossed $69,473 for five 
days in face of the mewspaper 
strike and freezing be gee it’s 


pad J eee tor the 
capac was or 

ae it’s said that children 
ene for no more than 25% 


Toledo Bank Nite 
Issue to Trial 


Toledo, Dec. 30. 

Whether or not bank ts in 
Toledo are legal will be ed 
Jan. 2, when Municipal Judge 
Homer Ramey reopens the trial of 
Urban R. Anderson, manager of the 
Colony Theatre, charged with con- 
dueting a lottery in violation of 
state law. Meanwhile, there is a dif- 
ference of opinion in other cities on 
subject. In Akron there haven't 
been bank nights for the last 20 
years though in neighboring Cuya- 
hoga Falls bank night at the State 
Theatre has continued without in- 
terruption or complaints. 

In the Toledo case, the Toledo 
Theatres Assn. has taken a stand 
in favor of bank nights where give- 
aways of any sort are permitted 
by municipal officials. They reason 
that if bank nights are verboten, 
so must be church raffles, free 
turkeys by newly-opened super- 
markets, free cartons of 





In a blast against present film 
sales policies and the selling of fea- 
ture pictures to television, circuit 
owner Bennie Berger here joined 
Rube Shor, former national Allied 


by | president, in casting doubt on the 


of Spyros Skouras, Si 
Fabian and others responsible for 
the American Congress of Exhibi- 
tors development as far as their 
concern for the small grossing exe 
hibitor is concerned. Unless the 
Congress provides all-inclusive ar- 
bitration, he says, he'll tight it 
The outburst of Berger, the top 


the | independent exhibitor leader here 


for the most of the past 15 years 
pO epeoee of North Central 

for most of its existence and 
until he stepped out two years ago, 
came on the heels of tue present 
North Central president Frank 
Mantzke’s expressed opinion that 
the Congress development “is the 
greatest thing that ever happened 
in the industry and paves the way 
for exhibition's resurgence.” 

But Berger charges that Skouras 
et. al, “are the very persons re- 
sponsible for what's driving the 
nails into the small exhibitors’ cof- 
fins—unconscionably high percent- 
> heyy the sale of features to tele- 

And Berger serves warning that 
if the Congress gets into operation 
and fails to bring relief to small 
exhibitors he himself will try to 
organize the low grossing theatres 
nationally. 

Most of Berger's sentiments are 
contained in a letter to national 
Allied president Irving -Doliinger, 
The letter followed a _ meeti 
called by local circuit owners T 
Mann and Harold Field to report 
to local exhibitors on the ACE at 
which Mann-Field meeting he was 
present. Berger had an invitation 
to the Skouras New York meeting 
where ACE was spawned, but 
hadn't returned from an around the 
world trip in time to attend. He 
sent copies of his Dollinger letter 
to Shor, Mann and Field. Reasoned 


glasses (this is the glass capital of | Berg 


the world), often given at new 
filling-stations, and any other give- 
aways that cause some “gain” to 
the promoter or retailer. Actually, 
the theatres see no harm in any 


want to be subject to what they 
consider unfair discrimination. 

When Anderson pleaded inno- 
cent at « hearing in December, 
six witnesses testified, including 
the winner of a $100 “consolation 
prize” at the bank night draw- 
ing, and the city its case. 
W. Kent Fenton, counsel for the 
theatre manager, asked for dis- 
missal of the charges, and Judge 
Ramey decided to continue the 
case to allow time for preparation 
of arguments on the motion. The 
folony bank night case is re- 
garded as a test case of state and 
city laws on lotteries. 


Schenck-Koch’s Olympia 
Delivering ‘Vanished’; 
Ist for United Artists 


“The Day the Children Van- 
ished” will be the first film to be 
delivered by Aubrey Schenck and 
Howard W. Koch to United Artists 
under their new, multiple-picture 
deal with the company. Schenck 
and Koch will operate as Olympia 
Productions Inc. 

Duo previously was connected 
with UA as Bel-Air Productions. 
It’s currently winding up a four- 
picture deal with Warner Bros. 
Under their prior arrangement, 
Schenck and Koch delivered 28 
films to UA. 

Their first UA production under 
the new deal rolls in March, Other 
pictures in work include “First 
Train to Babylon,” and “Line of 
Duty.” 

Olympia will release exclusively 
via UA and also plans to enter the 
tv film field. The theatrical product 
will be shot with the overseas mar- 
ket in mind and will actually be 
filmed abroad when stories lend 
themselves to foreign locationing. 
“The Day the Children Vanished 
is based un a This Week serial. 











er: 
“After elimination of several 
thousand borderline theatres in the 
last several years, the theatres still 
in operation by and 
large should continue in existence 
for the industry's good. The pro- 
ducers should not condemn these 
remaining theatres to die, but the 
50, 50 and 70% racket will kill 
Most of them off. 

“Specifically, I played in the Ce- 
dar theatre, which is a very good, 
newest built Minneapolis neighbor- 
hood house, ‘Bridge On the River 
Kwai.’ I was forced to play it a 
week and grossed $708. After 
three months haggling I got the 
50% reduced to 35% which still 
left me with a $200 loss. 

“I haven't yet played many of 
the blockbusters in that 
theatre, including ‘The Ten Com- 
mandments’ and ‘The Vikings,’ etc., 
which have been available a long 
time, because I can’t meet the 
terms and escape a loss. 

“I played ‘The Vikings’ for a full 
week in my Fergus Falls, Minn., 
theatre at 60% four months ago. 
We grossed slightly over $1,200. I 
haven't as yet paid for the picture 
due to the distributor’s refusal to 
make an adjustment. Obviousiy, if 
I pay the 60% I'll lose several 
hundred dollars. Now United Art- 
ists will not sell me a picture. 

“What has happened in the case 
of these two theatres is an example 
of what’s happening to 50% of the 
theatres in the U. S. These theatres 
could and should live—they could 
live if the top pictures were ‘avail- 
able to them at prices they can 
afford to pay.” 





Alfred Marchetti to WB 


Albany, Dec. 30. 

Another in the thick-and-fast 
changes which have recently oc- 
curred on Film Row moved Alfred 
Marchetti from booker in Colum 
bia to Warner Bros. 

Marchetti, who had served as 
head date-fixer at Universal for 
28 years prior to the shuttering 
of that company’s exchange last 
February and who later joined 
Columbia, went to WB as replace- 
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Boston, Dec. 30. 

Hub’s deluxers on holiday kick 
with big films were nabbing coin, 
but not as big as figured. Deep 
freeze continuing through Xmas 
to date has hurt at the bo. One of 
newcomers is “Auntie Mame” 

at Met with big take. Comparatively 
stronger is “Inn of Sixth Hap Fr 
at the Astor where socko. “Tonka” 
at Fenway and Paramount is mild. 
“Roots of Heaven” shapes slick 
at the Capri. Hoidovers are modest 


heum in second. 
oyage of Sinbad” looms mild in 
second at State. “Buccaneer” leads 
holdovers with rousing round in 
second frame at Memorial. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (B&Q) (1,371; $1. 1. 
—"'nn of Sixth Happiness’ ( 
Socko $18,000. Last’ week, “Giant” 
(WB) and “Mister Roberts” (WB) 
(reissues), $2,500. 

Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; 90-$1.50) 
-~"“Le Plasir” (Indie). Hot $8,000. 
Last week, “No Sun in Venice” 
(Indie) and “Model” (Indie) (5th 
wk), $2,400. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
1.25-$2.65)—“‘Windjammer” (NT) 
19th wk). Big $20,000. Last week, 

$15,000. 


Capri (Sack) (1,150; 90-$1.50)— 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Happy 

,000. Last week, “Man in Rain- 
coat” (Indie) and “Toraro” (Indie) 
(4th wk), $2,000. 


Exeter (Indie) pine 75-$1.25)— 


r Mai (Lopert). 
Sunday (28). Last week, 


“Rockets Galore” (Rank) (5th wk), 
fair $2,600. 


50) 
h) 


Fenway (NET) (1.376; 60-$1.10) 

—‘Tonka” (BV). Fairish $3,000. 
Last week, ‘““How to Make Monster” 
(AI) and “Teen-Age Caveman” 
(AD, $2,500. 
(Sack) (1,240; $1.25-$3)— 
(M-G) (18th-final wk), Ro- 
bust $15,000, Last week, $10,000. 
“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col) opens 
tomorrow (31), on $1-$1.75 scale. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 90-$1.50) 
=—- “My Uncle” (Cont) (7th wk). 
Strong $6,600. Last week, $4,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 60-$1.10) 
“Buccaneer” (Par) and “Hot 
Angel” (Par) (2d wk). Wow $18,- 
600. Last week, same. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.357; 70- 

.10)—“‘Auntie Mame” (WB). Big 

,000 or near. Last week, “En- 
chanted Island” (WB) and “Guns- 
moke in Tucson” (AA), $8,500. 

Mayflower (ATC) (683; 75-$1.25) 
— “Houseboat” (Par) and “As 
¥ As We Are” (Par). (2d runs). 
Oke $3,500. Last week, “Kings Go 
Forth” (UA). and “La Parisienne” 
(UA) (2d runs), $2,000. 

Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70- 
Ege (BY). Mild $11,- 

. Last week, “How to Make 
Monster” (AD and “Teenage Cave- 
man” (AI), $7,500. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10) 
— “Senior Prom” (Col) and “Mur- 

ported” (Col). Neat $9,200. 
Last week, “Hot Car Girl” (AA). 
and “Cry Baby Killer” (AA), $6,000. 
Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.50) 
— “South Pacifie’ (Magna) (38th 
wk). Hot $12,000. Last week, 
Seats ) (70; 75-125) 

(T-L) (730; 1 

“™. + Sin” (indie) 

(Indie). 


G 
“Gigi 


Slick $4,000. 
Beautiful” 
Grass” (T-L), el seach 
Orpheum (Loew) (2 P 1.50) 
—“Tom Thumb” (M-G) and “Ten 
in Tulara” (UA) (2d-final wk). 
M $8,000. Last week, $8,500. 
“Some Came Running” (M-G) 
opens Thursday (1). 
State (Loew) (2,600; 75-$1.25) — 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” (Col) 
and “Whole Truth” (Col) (2d wk). 
Mild $8,500 Last week, ditto. 





PHILADELPHIA 
(Continued from page $) 
“Const d” (Indie). Fair 

ge Pet cn . “Suicide Bat- 
so (AD and “Jet Attack” (AD, 
ag mera (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
+ Fe ‘of Love” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Okay at $6,200. Last week, $5,500. 

(Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— 
(M-G) (2d wk). Torrid 
$13,000. Last week, $10,000. 


BROADWAY 


(Continued from page 9) 
up today (Wed.) is heading for 
record $22,000. First was $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1,642; 90-$2) — 
“Rally Round Flag, Boys” (20th) 
(2d wk). Initial frame ended yes- 
terday (Tyues.) was socko $39,000 
or near. 

Odeon (Rank) (813; 90-$1.80)— 
“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col). First 
stanza finishing today (Wed.) looks 
‘like terrific $30,000, and new high 
here. Holds, natch! 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
$2) — “Inn of Sixth Happiness” 
(20th) (3d wk). This session finish- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.) is climbing 


th | to socko $65,0°0 or near. Second 


was $40,000. Stays on. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80) —“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) 
(8th wk). Seventh round ended 


Monday (29) was very big $18,700. | 90~ 


Sixth was $13,300. 


1 Radio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (6,200; 90-$2.75)—“Auntie 


Mame” (WB) plus annual Christ- 
mas stageshow (4th wk). This ses- 
sion finishing today (Wed.) looks 
like new alitime record at $228,000 
or close, being helped by extra 
shows. Third was $177,000, over 
expectancy. Longest lines in his- 
tory of Hall spel 
mark or equal of oid peak regis- 
tered by “ 
on, natch! 

Rivoli (UAT) (1,545; $2-$3.50)— 
“South Pacific” (Magna) (13th wk). 
The 12th round completed Monday 
(29) was big $30,000 for six shows. 
The 11th week, $11,000. 

Plaza (Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Inn of Sixth Happiness” (20th) 
(3d wk). This week finishing up 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
great $15,200. Second was $13,300. 

Roxy (Indie) (5,705; 90-$2.50)— 
“Seventh Voyage of Sinbad” (Col) 
plus stageshow (3d wk). First 
holdover session completed yester- 
day (Tues.) soared to terrific $195,- 
000 or near. Initial week, $79,000. 
Second week was biggest here since 
“Robe,” which had higher scale. 
Christmas Day was the greatest 
ever in Roxy history while Satur- 
day’s total was very close to alltime 
high for a Saturday. 

State (Loew) (3,450; $1.50-$2.50) 
—Alan Freed and his rock-n-roll 
stageshow headed by Johnnie Ray 
with “Villa” (20th). First session 
ending today (Wed.) looks like 
mighty $125,000, one of big totals 
here for stagefilm policy. In 
ahead, “Jewel Box Revue” onstage 
with “China Doll” UA) (3d wk), 
$15,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 95-$1.80)— 
“Gigi” (M-G) (9th wk). Eighth ses- 
sion ended Saturday (27) was 
mighty $22,000, with ninth week 
going higher. Seventh was $15,- 
300. Eighth round’s total com- 
pares with opening week’s $28,600. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50)—“Doctor’s Dilemna” (M-G) 
(23d wk). Second round completed 
yesterday Tues.) was big $17,0007 
First was $11,500. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,003; 50-$2) 
—‘“I Want To Live” (UA) (7th wk). 
Sixth session ended Monday (29) 
climbed sharply to big $21,000. 
Fifth, $12,200. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
$1.80-$3.50)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (24th wk). The 
23d round ended Saturday (27) was 
boff $24,800. The 22d week, $17,- 
200. Current (24) session is going 
even higher what with so many 
added performances. 


BUFFALO 


(Continued from page 9) 
(Par) and “Stalag 17 (Par) (re- 
issues), ditto. 

Century (UATC) (1,410; 70-90)— 
“Seventh Voyage Sinbad (Col) and 
“Life Begins at 17” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $9,000 or over. Last week, 
$4,800. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 70-90)— 
“Tonka” (BV). Bright $14,500. Last 
week, “It” (UA) “Curse 
Faceless Man” (UA), $4,000. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70- 
90)—“Buccaneer” (Par) and “As 
Young As We Are” (Par) (2d wk). 
Sharp $12,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Teck (Loew) (1,200; 70-$1.25)— 
a e Came ” (M-G). 
Great $14,000. Last week, “De- 
fiant Ones” (UA) (4th wk), $2,000. 

Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1.25) 
—‘Horse’s ee (UA). Fine $5,- 





o 


orld (Pathe) (604; 95-$1.80)\— | 000 or close. w “Amer- 
dnloona’s Mouth” (UA). Wow. $15,-| ican in Paris (M-G) and “Annie 
week, “White Shiek” |Get Your Gun” (M-G) 


Wiigh® aft wt Solio 





(reissues) 
VE Baya). $1 20B ons 


ee 


this new high $ 
ayonara” (WB). Stays $3 


LOS ANGELES 
(Continued from page 9) 


$1.50) —“Buccaneer” (Par) (2d wk). 
a $20,000 or near. Last week, 


Hillstreet, Vogue, Uptown (RKO- 
FWC) (2,752; 825; 1,715; 90-$1.50) 
—“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) 
and “Ghost of China Sea” (Col) 
(2d wk). Great $31,000. Last week, 


* 


$17,000 
State, Hawaii (UATC-G&S) 
(2,404; 1,106; 90-$1.50) — “Tom 


Thumb” (M-G) and “Ride Vaquero” 
(Indie), State, and “Great To Be 
Young (Indie) Hawaii, (2d wk). 
Busy $10,000. Last week, $6,200. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,297; 90- 
$1.50) — “Tunnel of Love” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Bright $12,000. Last week, 
$7,500, 

Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $2-$2.40) 
—*“Auntie Mame” (WB) (2d _ wk). 
Mighty $44,000. Last week, $26,000. 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,468; $1.50-$2) —- “Some Came 
Running” (M-G) (2d wk). Sockeroo 
$30,000. Last week, $24,000. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
— “My Uncle” (Cont) (2d. wk). 
Hotsy $7.500. Last week, $6,900. 

Orpheum (Metropolitan) (2,213; 
— “Anna Lucasta” (UA) 
Bright $4,700. Last week, 


Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1,389; $1.20-$2.65)—‘‘South 
Seas Adventure” (Cinerama). 
Started 14th week Sunday (28) 
after big $26,200 last week. 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,392; $1.65- 
$3.30) — “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
(30th wk), Fine $17,500. Last week, 
+200. 


Carthay (FWC) (1,135; $1.75- 
.50)—*“Around World in 80 Days” 
Wham $23,000. 


$1.50) 
(5th wk). 
$2,600 


(UA) (106th wk). 
Last week, $14,000. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 
ings showings boosting this high 
stepper. Wham $20,000. Last 
week, $14,500. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-90)— 
“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” 
Smash $8,000. Last week, $9,800. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 90-$1.50) — 
“Auntie Mame” (WB). Steeply 
upped admish no deterrent for this. 
Wow $14,000. Last week, “Party 
Crashers” (Par) and “As Young As 
We Are” (Par), $5,500. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 90- 
$1.25)—“Buceaneer” (Par) (2d wk). 
Tall $10,000. Last week, $11,500. 

RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 85-90)— 
“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (2d wk). Very 
big at matinees. Sock $9,000. Last 
week, $5,500. 

State (Par) (2,200; 90-$1.50) — 
“Roots of Heaven” (20th). Unusual 
situation finds this one limited to 
single week regardless of its b.o. 
It has to give way Jan. 1 to “I Want 
to Live” (UA). Mild $6,000 for the 
single week. Last week, “Earth to 
the Moon” (WB) and “Brain Planet 
Arous” (Indie), $5,000. 

Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
85)—“Devil’s General” (Indie) and 
“Third Key” (Rank) (2d run). Mild 
$1,500. Last week, “Viva Zapata” 
(20th) (reissue), $1,200. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col). Big 
$8,000. Last week, “Night Heaven 
Fell” (Kings) (4th wk), $3,800. 


CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 9) 
to Live” (UA) (6th wk), $14,000 in 








final 9 days. 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; $1.25) 
— “My Uncle” (Cont.). Fancy 


$9,000. Last week, “Inspector Mai- 
gret” (Lopert) (5th wk), $2,000. 
Todd’s Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.25-$3)—“Gigi” (M-G) (25th wk). 
Hefty $14,000 on switchover from 
Harris. Last week, $12,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 90- 
$1.80)—“‘Inn of Sixth Happiness” 
(20th). off $27.000. Last week, 
“Home Before Dark” (WB) (4th 
wk), $9,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 90- 
$1.50) — “Bell, Book & Candle” 
(Col). Smash $40,000. Last week, 
“Mark of “Hawk” (U) (3d wk), 
$11,000. 
World (Teitel) (606; 
“Tosca” (Indie) (2d wk). 
$9,000. Last week, $8,000. 


Levine Seeks Sales Head 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Joe Levine, Boston indie -film 


>_— 


Great 





¢|importer, is currently here nego- 


tiating for a national sales man- 
ager to set up a nation-wide sales 
organization to handle his “Her- 
cules” and future product. 
Levine, who plans to launch his 
pic with a monster luncheon for 
press and trade at the Waldorf- 
Astoria in March, was named in 
Life’s current entertainment in- 
dustry.issue as a possible successor 
to Mike Todd in his showmanship. 
Levine, in addition to working 
on his prospective sales force, is 
also dickering for other product 





Jfor. release beyond. “Hercules.” 








lation—now over six-and-a-half 
times as great as in 1940—and 
capable of growing another 78% 
by 1969. This discretionary spend- 
ing power now represents 57% of 
consumer income as compared 
with 35% in 1940. 


(3) Change in family income dis- 





(Col).7 


| tribution with mass millions climb- 
ling the income ladder—in 1950 
|some 12 million families had in- 
|eomes over $4,000 after taxes, now 
| 28,000,000 are in this group and, 
by 1960, there may be over 36,000,- 
000 above $4,000. 

(4) Change in relation of debt 
to production—total private debt 
dropped from 176% of a year’s 
production in 1930 to only 103% to 
24% of a year’s production in the 
same period. Consumer credit, 
within the next five years—by 1964 
—could expand safely by 83% over 
the 1958 level without exceeding 
the 1940 relationship to discre- 
tionary spending power. 

(5) Change in number of births 
—with 1958 births totaling about 
4,300,000 compared with 2,600,000 
oin 1940, or an increase of 65%. 

(6) Change in age makeup of our 
total population—with over 80% 
more children under 5 than in 
1940, and 75% more in the 5-9 age 
group. This will put increased 
pressure on schools, on housing, 
and on food requirements. 

(7) Huge increase in new family 
formation soon—the teen-age 
group is growing rapidly in num- 
bers. By 1970 the number of per- 
sons between 13 to 21 will grow to 
34,500,000 or 77% more than we 
ao 1952 and 55% more than in 
1958. 

Starting about two years from 
now—1960—there will be a rapid 
increase in the number reaching 18 
years old, indicating a record 
growth over the following. 15 years 
in new family formations and 
births. The starting of a new fam- 
ily is a critical point in forming 
brand and purchasing habits. 

(8) Change in place of resi- 
dence by 159,000,000 persons in a 
five-year periad—1951-1956; equiv- 
alent to nearly the entire civilian 
population. Important regional 
shifts in population such as 
Florida growing 52% in seven 
years—1950 to 1957; and Califor- 
nia growing 31%. 

Mobility is particularly high 
among young adults. 43% of young 
married women in the 18-24 age 
group move their place of resi- 
dence within e year, and 28% of 
those in the 25-34 age group move 
in a year. It is very important to 
any product that it have distribu- 
tion and identity of package if it 
is to retain any brand loyalty with 
this rapidly shifting population. 

(9) Change to suburban living 
and self-service—between 1950 and 
1957 suburbs have grown seven 
times as fast as the rest of the 
United States in population—a 36% 
increase versus 5% for all the rest 
of the country. 

85% of our net growth in civilian 
population since 1950 has been in 
the Metropolitan Markets and their 
suburbs. This has meant a rapid 
expansion of shopping centers and 
of supermarkets with expansion of 
self-service into drug and general 
merchandise outlets as well as in 
food outlets. With selfservice and 
the vast expansion in the number 
of items offered on the shelves 
(over 5,000 in a typical supermar- 
ket) for consumer self-selection 
and freedom of choice the pre- 
selling influence of advertising has 
rapidly grown in importance. 

(10) Change in obsolescence and 
age of our dwellings—with more 
than 50% over 30 years old. 

(11) Change in number of motor 
vehicles—with twice as many ve- 
hicles as in 1940 putting added 
pressure on roads, streets, garages, 
and parking facilities that were not 
adequate even for the much small- 
er number of vehicles in 1940 
(1940 32,000,000—1957 over 67,- 
000,000). Passenger cars alone in- 
creased from 27,000,000 in 1940 to 
over 56,000,000 in 1957, or an in- 
crease of over 100%. 

(12) Change in number of 
women workers—47% more women 
of ages between 20 to 64 employed 
in 1957 than in 1942 compared 
with 18% more men employed. 
This increase in number of work- 
ing women took place in spite of 
the increase -percentage married, 
increased family life, and a 44% 
increase in the number bearing 
children. 


(13) Change. in leisure. time. To- 











U.S. Consumption Must Rise 


Continued from page 1 








tal weeks of vacation of workers in 
the United States doubled in ten 
years—from 34,400,000 weeks in 
1946 to 70,000,000 weeks in 1956. 
It was estimated that 85% of va- 
cations in 1956 were with pay. 

(14) Change in education level 
of our people—with 110% more 
high school graduates in our adult 
population than in 1940. 

(15) Change in attitude toward 
family life—with increased per 
cent married, with greater home 
ownership, larger families, more 
children per family, suburban liv- 
ing, and a resurgence of religion. 

(16) Growth of advertising in- 
fluence—between 1950 and 1959 
total advertising influence directed 
to the consumer will have grown 
by 96% from $5,700,000,000 in 
1950 to an estimated possible $11,- 
200,000,000 in 1959. In relation to 
the standard 6f living (total con- 
sumer purchases of goods and 
services), advertising influence in- 
creased from 2.9% in 1950 to 
3.7% in 1957. Advertising has been 
a strong influence in encouraging 
our rapid improvement in living 
standard 


s. 

“These changes and trends are 
more than quantitative. The people 
themselves have changed, creating 
entirely new ways of living,” John- 
son said. “Great masses of peo- 
ple have vastly wider horizons, 
have new and different experi- 
ences, have changed patterns of 
home life, of expression, of leisure 
time and of buying. And this is 
only what has taken place since 
World War Ii. Even greater 
changes must occur within the next 
ten years to provide markets for 
our productive ability.” 


FBI ‘Checks’ VIPs 


= Continued from page 1 a 
hguse’s trustees five years to raise 
privately the millions necessary to 
build it. Government is furnish- 
ing only the site. 

“Naturally,” said Fulbright, “the 
trustees can’t get to work and 
raise the money until the trustees 
are appointed.” 

If necessary amount isn’t raised 
in five years for the Center under 
law, what has been collected must 
go to the Smithsonian Institution. 

Apparently a tentative list of 
the 15 trustees to be named by 
President Eisenhower has been 
selected. It is known here that 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has sent agents out to check repu- 
tations on some of Washington's 
best known patrons of the, arts. 
FBI agents, among other tuings, 
are asking friends if these re- 
spected people are “loyal” to the 
government. P 

Fulbright called it “ridiculous” 
to assume that FBI checks need 
be made on persons prominent and 
distinguished enough to be con- 
sidered by President Eisenhower 
fer appointment te a board which 
will build a national center for 
performing arts. Board otherwise 
bas — to do with the Govern- 
men 


Antitrust & O’Seas 


=e Continued from page 3} Qa 
sued RCA under the trust laws for 
its merger moves in Canada. 
Zenith won its point, claiming that 
the policy was designed to elim- 
inate competition. 

For the moment, film company 
mergers aren’t contemplated in 
any of the larger territories. 














20th-ox particularly have gone 
quite far in that direction. : 

The film companies are permit- 
ted to function jointly abroad as 
the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
under a special act of Congress, 
which makes it possible for Ameri- 
can firms to act in concert over- 
seas without violating the Sherman 
Act. 


Fire Ends Watson House 
Regina, Sask., Dec. 30. 
Fire of unknown origin de- 
the theatre at Watson, 
Sask., owned by Barney Smith. 
The blaze, which started in an up- 
stairs room of the theatre 20 min- 
utes after the patrons had left, 
also razed a nearby hardware store. 
Total damage was estimated st 
$120,000, «2 2, hetoyn eftrint'? 
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V’S OPTIMISM AT YEAR-END 


The New Nielsens 


(Two weeks ending Dec. 6) 

It's still a runaway for the westerns on the new Nielsens, out 
this week. As in the previous report, eight of the Top 10 are oaters. 
(Actually it’s 9 out of 11, since “Wyatt Earp” and “Texan” are tied 
for 10th place). CBS has five places; ABC has four, NBC hag two. 
Overall appraisal of the Nielsens shows ABC still leading four 
nights of the week (all commercial time periods between 7:30 and 
10:30)—on Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 


Here’s the Top 10 picture: 
Gunsmoke (CBS) 
Wagon Train (NBC) 
Have Gun (CBS) 
Rifleman (ABC) 


I’ve Got A Secret (CBS) 


Maverick (ABC) 
Real McCoys (ABC) 
Wyatt Earp (ABC) 

Texan (CBS) 





TV-Radio Handling of Controversy 
Surveyed & Found Definitely Wanting 


Danny ‘Thomas (CBS) (a 
Wells Fargo (NBC rn Tae 


eee eee eeene sere eee eereere 
SOP eee erro eeeeees eereee 
eee eee eeeeeeeee 
Peete eee ees eseeeeee 


SSSHRREEEES 
& PAI OOWWr Oo, 


ee ee ee 2 et 





Radio-tv coverage of controver 
sial issues gets a thumbs down 
treatment in a just-published pilot 
study on behalf of the Civil Liber- 
ties Educational Foundation by the 
Dept. of Communication of New 
York Univ, 

After monitoring the major com- 
mentators and discussion programs, 
the researchers came to the con- 
clusion that individuals “turn to 
network radio and tv tess for opin- 
ion, still less for radical or liberal 
opinion, and almost not at all for 
many-sided discussion.” 

“Whether the public is thirsty 
for opinions and controversy is an- 
other question, but one cannot 
slake one’s thirst at a dry well,” is 
a conclusion drawn from the pilot 
study. 

Little commentary or expression 
of opinion is offered by network 
newscasters on radio, the_ report 
states, adding that,a “baker’$ dozen 
of regular commentators were 
identified, most of them ‘middle of 
the roaders.’ There is more (but 
very little more) conservative than 
liberal opinion offered the listener. 
Most important, tv, with the great- 
est potential of all mass media to 
bring to the very living rooms of 
our nation a basis for political en- 
lightenment, offers nearly none.” 
The report goes on to say that on 
“radio, liberal and conservative 
viewpoints are most likely to be 
heard the poorer the network to 
which one listens.” 

The study of commentary was 
made during a one-week period in 
March of 1958 while the many- 
sided discussions were examined 
over a month-long period from 
March 23 to April 20. Commenta- 
tors at the time were Gabriel Heat- 
ter, George Hamilton. Combs, Ful- 
ton Lewis Jr., John W. Vandercook, 
Edward P. Morgan, Eric Sevareid, 
Chet Huntley, David Brinkley, 
Morgan Beatty, Cedric Foster, Lo- 
well Thomas, George Sokolsky and 
John T. Flynn. Newscasters were 


(Continued on page 32) 


Whopping Year 
For Granada TV 


London, Dec. 30. 

The Granada group, which in- 
cludes a tv web and picture thea- 
tres, more than trebled its trading 
profit over the previous year at 
$3,107,000 for the year ended Sept. 
27, 1958. The figure of 1957 was 
$930,378. 

Dividends of 5% are being paid 
on the ordinary and non-voting 
“A” stock, as well as interim divi- 
dends of 10%. The net profit of 
the Group after depreciation, tax 
and interest was $720,000 against 
just under $98,000 the year before. 

Dealing in Granada stock was 
banned by the Stock Exchange 
Council in August when the com- 
pany stated that it had no inten- 
tion at the time of seeking an 
official quotation. The stock had 
been changing hands at up to 





$5.78. Last week the stock was |; 


unofficially quoted at $8.40. 





MBS Seeks New Home 


Mutual is seeking a new home 
office, planning to move from its 
present quarters on Broadway 
when its lease expires in August. 
Plan is to move closer to Madi- 
son Ave. in midtown. Currently, 
the home office is confined to one 
floor of the Broadway building. 


Just One Snag 
After Another 
For Costigan 


Mildred Freed Alberg, exec pro- 
ducer on the “Hallmark Hall of 
Fame” series on NBC-TV, seems 
to be running into a succession of 
snags in trying to line up a Feb- 
ruary entry for her standout series 
of specials. This was to have beens 
the James Costigan original (prob- 








(Continued on page 33) 


LOTSA LOOT ON 
TAP FOR 1959 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


In sharp contrast to Jan. 1, '58, 
when television was experiencing 
some agonizing moments in the 
midst of a recession, the three tv 
networks are closing out the year 
on a higher note of optimism, with 
full confidence that ‘59 will be 
brimming with record profits and 
new challenges. Nobody's panick- 
ing. 

If year-end spirits are high 
around the webs, it’s because the 
worst is behind them. At the 
moment there’s nothing wrong— 
on any or all of the three fronts— 
that better programming won't 
cure. And even here, on the basis 
of new strategy in program de- 
velopment, there appears more 
evident a sense of sureness amd 
direction in upgrading the sched- 
ules. 

Perhaps the “big news” at year’s 
end was the emergence of ABC-TV 
as a more solid contender for top 
Nielsen-Trendex honors in the 
prime nighttime areas. But the 
past year also saw ABC making 
the big thrust into daytime tele- 
vision (with some $15,000,000 in 
sponsorship coin riding on the in- 
itial outcome) with results thus 
far that are looked upon by many 
as somewhat dubious. Before 
many more weeks have elapsed 
both ABC and the industry as a 
whole will know just about where 
the network is going pre-dark. 

A year ago there was consider- 
able apprehension as to whether « 
tv economy could support three 
networks. For the most part these 
fears have been aliayed. True, all 
three networks have open spaces 
in the nighttime schedules. But 
equally certain is the fact (despite 
what seems to be a determined 
effort on the part of publishing 
interests to downgrade tv and re- 
capture the ad dollar) that the 
television sponsor is back in busi- 
ness and flaunting some hefty 
budgets—enough to provide rich 
nourishment for all three net- 


(Continued on page 32) 





Stronach Ankles MCA 


Alexander (Sandy) Stronach Jr, 
has resigned as vicepresident of 
MCA-TV effective with the New 
Year. Stronach, with MCA for 
about five years, had served pre- 
viously with ABC and had been 
with the William Morris Agency 
as well. ; 

Stronach expects to announce a 
new affiliation shortly. 


Murrow-Friendly 
Virginia Story 
Set for Jan. 21 


The first Ed Murrow-Fred 
Friendly in-depth show since “See 
It Now” went off the air has 
been scheduled by CBS-TV. It'll 
get a prime nighttime showcasing 








on Thursday, Jan. 21. 

| This will be the “Virginia Story” 
detailing the school integration 
problem and the “Lost Class of 
58-'59." Camera crew has been 
at work on the special for the 
past month. : 

Thus it is now official that the 
“See It Now” format and scope 
(regardless of whether the same 
title is used) will continue to have 
a place in the network’s program- 
ming pattern. Although Murrow 
and Friendly had been given the 
nod some weeks back to go ahead 
and prepare the show, it was not 
definitely established until this 
week that it would get on the air. 
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Price Waterhouse Embarking On 
Study of Economics of TV Biz, 
Reasons for 


7 
- 


S lit § I +. 
By JACK HELLMAN 

Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Recession in television's $150,- 
000,000 industry has spurred Alli- 
ance of Television Film Producers 
to order a survey by Price Water- 
house Co. into the reasons behind 
the slump. Statistics made avail- 
able to Maurice Morton, prexy 
would indicate a growing tren 
toward participations and _ split 
sponsorships which is resulting in 
more sustaining time on the net- 
works, * 

One’ of the webs, according to 
Morton, admitted that 29% of the 
time is sustaining and other nets 
are said to match or exceed this 
figure. The study by PW will 
be made of the economics of the 
business, to ascertain the reasong 
for program partnerships instead 
of full bankrolling as in previous 
seasons. Morton said membership 
in ATFP, now 22 companies or 
80°% of the indie producers which 
started six years ago with five 
member companies, is entitled to 
know why their shows aren't fully 
sold and to this end has ordered 
the survey into the ecenomic in- 
Stability of the business. Alliance 
is the only trade association in tv 
making such a study. 

In delving into the economics 
of the business Alliance is broad- 
ening its original scope of opera- 
tion to go beyond code matter, tax 
structures and continuing interest 
in program content to avoid cen- 
sorable material. Morton said the 
companies are operating well with- 
in the NAB code and the only com- 
plaints have been on excessive vio- 
lence, which, he said, has been cor- 
rected. “Alliance producers have 
been 98% clean,” said Morton. 

What worries the Alliance is 
that moneys originally channeled 
to tv are being channeled off to 
other media. This the PW study 
is expected to pinpoint. Another 
source of concern to Morton is the 
making of pilots without regard to 
potential sale. “As many as 250 
pilots have been made in a year,” 
said Morton, “and not more than 
25 are sold. A.hundred or more 
should never have been made at 
all. We are also locking-into this 
practice to save our producer-mem- 
(Continued on page 32) 


Levathes Gets 
Y&R TV Job 


Differences between the televi- 
sion programming department and 
the media sector at Young & Ru- 
bicam have been temporarily set- 
tled with the appointment of Peter 
G. Levathes, media v.p., as chief 
of the television department as 
successor to Robert P. Mountain, 
who has been shifted over to head 
up the new business sector at the 
agency. 

Levathes wi'l become head of an 
expanded radio-tv- sector which 
will now combine programming 
with time buying, the latter pre- 
viously being a section of the me- 
dia department. For the time be- 
ing, Levathes will continue as di- 
rector of media. 


TEXACO PLANNING 
2D TV MUSICAL 


Texaco, which has formulated 
plans for a “Swing Into Spring” 
show for Friday, April 10 on CBS- 
TV, is currently negotiating a sec- 
ond spring show “Holiday USA” 
slated for airing in May. 

Both specs will be produced by 
Cunningham & Walsh, agency for 








Texaco, and will be musicals, 
“Swing Into Spring” will feature 
Be Goodman and his bond 


nny 
while the agency is still shopping 
around for both talent and a time 
period for the “Holiday” spec. ~ © 
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Gleason, Pursuit’ Axed in Major 
- Program Reshufle for (BS-TV: 
Rawhide’ as Fri 6-Min, Entry 


CBS-TV greets the new year 
with two major casualties 
—the Friday night Jackie Gleason 
show and the Wednesday night 
full-hour “Pursuit” series. The ax- 
ings, In turn, will cue a program 
realignment in-a bid to put the 
network’s Wed. - Fri. program 
houses in order. (NBC has the 
commanding lead on Wed., with 
ABC dominating on Fri.) 

Gleason has one more show to 
go and on Jan. 9 he’ll be replaced 
by the 60-minute “Rawhide” series, 
which goes into the Fri. 8 to 9 
hour, which will run as competi- 
tion with ABC’s “Walt Disney 
Show,” which enjoys topdog Friday 
status. Installing of “Rawhide” is 
something of a turndbout for CBS, 
which, with the exception of “The 
Texan,” shunned new westeyn en- 
tries this season. However, the 
.oaters are hotter than ever this 
semester (eight out of the Top 
Nielsen 10). Thus CBS fs banking 





Gen ee 


A Pontedint 


CBS decision to slot “Raw- 
hide,” the Charles Marquis 
Warren western, in the Fri- 
day 8 to 9 slot finds all three 
networks competing with hour- 
long shows, a tv first. 

ABC has the dominant “Walt 
Disney Presents,” CBS will 
have “Rawhide,” and NBC is 
sticking with {ts slow-running 
“Ellery Queen.” 

___TaTaTaE 


on “Rawhide” being hot enough 
to whittle down those Disney rat- 
ings. 

Present Friday lineup reads: 
“Trackdown” at 8 and Gleason at 
8:30. This means “Trackdown” 
must find a new time slot, and CBS 
is shifting it over to the Wednes- 
day 8:30 slot now that “Pursuit” 
is being knocked out of the box. 
(Here again the CBS strategy is 
based on inviting a switchover 
from NBC’s “Wagon Train” at 8:30. 
“Pursuit” currently is slotted 8 to 
9. What goes into the 8 to 8:30 
Wed. niche has yet to be deter- 
mined. “Pursuit” ran into trouble 
two weeks ago when Mennen 
pulled out. 

“Rawhide” will inherit the brace 
of Gleason sponsors—Lever Bros. 
and Pharmaceuticals. There are 
about 10 of the hour shows already 
in the can, representing a CBS in- 
vestment of $1,000,000. The west- 
ern had been put on ice some 
months back when a deal for Rey- 
nolds Metals sponsorship evapo- 
rated at the start of the season. 
The strategy at that time was to 
slot “Rawhide” Wed. 7:30 to 8:30 
as opposition to “Wagon Train,” 
but deal fell through. 

As for Gleason (who, according 
to CBS, wanted out on the show, 
but nonetheless registers as the 
season's top casualty) the network 
says he will be utilized for some 
tv specials. 


Ed Sullivan Planning 
Show From Portugal 


Ed Sullivan is plotting an early 
February show from Portugal, with 
possibility that the show from that 
country may be a springboard to 
film a program in Russia. Details 
on the latter aren't set yet. 

Also on the Sullivan itinerary is 
the possibility of filming a show 
from Tokyo. 
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Mary Margaret Dickers 
WNEW-TV Hr. Deal, But 

Wants Syndication Rights 

WNEW-TV and Mary Margaret 
McBride are dickering the possibil- 
ity of veteran femme broadcaster 
doing a 60-minute cross-the-board 
daytime talk and interview ses- 
sion on the New York station. Re- 
portedly holding up the deal is 
that MMM wants to retain syndica- 
tion rights on the daily program 
for herself, while WNEW chieftain 
Bennet Korn is eyeing a part 
ownership for the station, with 
distribution rights going to Screen 
Gems. 

Since leaving WNTA-AM (New- 
ark) a few weeks ago, Miss Mc- 
Bride has tied up with Charles 
Arden to produce her stanza. 
Arden some four years ago pro- 
duced a local automobile telecast, 
which was aired on WABD, the 
WNEW-TV predecessor. 

Miss McBride has stipulated that 


day week, which would necessitate 
her video taping many or all of 
her shows for a five-day-a-week 
exposure format. All five would be 
taped should the stanza go the 
syndication route. 


D.C. Pyrotechnics 
Set Town on Ears 


By JAY LEWIS 


Washington, Dec. 30. 
The polite townfolk here winced 
when a leather-lwnged radio opin- 
ionator barged into their political 
china shop about 18 months ago. 


Washington is the melting pot of 
controversy, but there’s a decor- 
ous tendency te keep it under the 
lid of the Capitol or other official 
debating arenas. 


The tussle of naked opinion over 
Steve Allison’s “talk” show con- 
founded and offended. But while 
the citizenry reddend and winced 
they listened. Allison’s week- 
nightly (10:35 p.m.-l a.m.) free- 
for-all over WWDC radio has been 
copping the top Pulse ratings for 
the time slot, and he’s billed as 
“The Man Who Owns Midnight.” 

An old hand at being an angry 
young man, Allison came here 
from WPEN .- in Philadelphia. 
There, with a similar format, he 








whipped up a Crusade against 
McCarthyism, earned the lasting | 
enmi‘y of the lunatic fringe and | 
began carrying a gun. 

He's still carrying it. In Wash- | 
ington, Allison has been sounding | 
off for racial tolerance and inte- 
gration. He stiff-arms the bigot 
with such invectives as “goon” and 
“coward. " This tends to stir the 
cranks out of the woodwork. Al- 
lison forwards all the anonymous 
threats to the FBI. 

Based in a downtown Chinese 
restaurant, Allison musters an as- 
sortment of lawmakers, nightclub 
performers, lobbyists, psychia- 
trists, etc. for offbeat interviews. 
Allison’s change-of-pace artist and 
a showman who can followup bawd- 
iness with light humor, and fero- 
city with calm discussion. His 
rough-and-ready rhetoric keeps 
the program in high gear, if it 


(Continued on page 33) 
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Sarnoft Reports 
Upped Biz in TV, 
~ Radio, Satellites 


RCA is studying special-purpose 
satellites including an orbita!] post 
office to speed mail delivery, Brig. 
General David Sarnoff, chairman 
of the board of RCA said in a year- 


| end report. 


General Sarnoff also reported in- 
creased sales in fourth quarter 
giving RCA annual volume of biz 
in 1958 approximating record high 
of $1,176,000,000 obtained in 1957. 
Profits will total about $2 a share 
compared with $2.55 in 1957. 

NBC, subsidiary of RCA, regis- 
tered broad gains in 1958 in both 
tv and radio, Gen. Sarnoff re- 
ported. For 11th straight year, 
national advertisers invested more 
heavily than ever in NBC-TV and 
it again led all networks in num- 
ber of sponsors, he said. 

Gross time sale on NBC-TV in 
1958 exceeded previous year by 
11%, more than double network’s 
volume five years ago, he added. 
Commercial radio biz was up 20%, 
he said. 

He also singled out NBC’s public 
service programming of ‘“Contin- 
ental Classroom,” describing it as 
“world’s largest class.” 


Granada-TV’s Award 
To Best Playwright 


London, Dec. 30. 
Winner of a Granada-TV play- 
wright contest is an unknown 33- 
year-old native 








No Substitute For A Daily — 


No doubt a social historian will pause one of these not too 
distant days to carefully examine the role of the Gotham broad- 
casters during the recent shutdown of the nine metropolitan 


dailies. 


What he will find as he pokes his way with enlarging glass in 
the interstices of broadcast journalism is a dismal picture of 
mediocre coverage of the city’s heartbeat. 


The observer, inevitably, will come to the realization that a 
24-point Cheltenham bold italic head on newsprint can never 


be replaced. 





Insofar as commentary was concerned during the deepfreeze 
of the newspaper presses, the broadcasters behaved in their 
usual neutral, eunuch-like manner. The color and the bite and 
the frequently rich indignation of newspaper editorializing—all 
this was woefully missing from the stale and sterile airlanes. 
The in-depth dynamism and coverage of daily journalism, so 
necessary for the insight and background of the citizenry, was 
not tc be had on the broadcast spectrum during the press 


. blackout. 


The mere piling up of repetitive news bulletins by broadcasters 
was no signal to crow that the medium had flowered ‘into a 
five star audio-video copy of the metropolitan press. In this 
vital moment for the need of illuminating reportage, the take- 
{t-away-radio-tv newsroom boys fell flat on their oscillators. 





True, there were a handful of redoubtable broadcast perform- 
ances turned in during the strike. As might be expected under 
such circumstances, they stemmed largely from a newspaper- 
owned station—WQXR, the N. Y. Times’ radio sentinel. With 
savvy showmanship and scholarship, The Times’ news and edi- 
torial staffers (Theodore M. Bernstein, Joseph Durso, Harrison 
Salisbury, et al.) performed absorbingly and authoritatively. By 
comparison, the other stations were struggling with a pallid 


roadshow version, 





The ineseapable conclusion is that the “ear” of a daily news- 
paper is infinitely more attuned to the pulse of a great city than 
video’s frequently blurred “eye” and radio’s highly skimmed and 


inadequately filled “mike.” 





The Cash Register Rings at Midnight, 
Chi TV Stations Prep for Windfall 





W. T. Young to Prexy 
Burnett Ad Agency; 
$100,000,000 Billings 


In a host of year-end changes at 
Leo Burnett, Richard N. Heath, 
prexy of the agency, moves up to 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee and W. T. Young was named 
president of the agency. Leo Bur- 
nett continues as chairman of the 
beard of directors. In other eleva- 
tions at the agency DeWitt O’Kieffe, 
a director and one of the founders 
of the company, was elected a sen- 
ior veepee and three exec v.p.’s 
were named. 

Draper Daniels was named exec 
veepee in charge of creative serv- 
ices; Joseph M. Greeley, exec veep 
in charge of the agency’s marketing 


of Manchester, services division and Philip H. 


whose three plays, “Clap Hands, | Schaff, Jr., exec v.p. for adminis- 
Here. Comes Daddy,” “Midgley,” | “ation and finance, 


;and “To Keep Our Way Of Life,” 


have earned him the $8,400 prize 


Changes at the agency have Ed- 
ward M. Thiele, v.p. and a director, 
named senior account exec and 


money. The web plans to air one} Phil Schaff and Eldon M. Sinclair 


of the plays during next year. 


The winner, Robert F. Morrow, | of directors. 


who works as a buyer with a 
North country firm of catering en- 
gineers, has no previous writing 
experience, but claims that while 
watching numerous tv drama pro- 
ductions, he saw many faults, the 
chief one being that the plays 
appeared only two dimensional. 
His style of writing apparently 
looks at situations from a wide 
angle. 

Granada launched the contest last 
March because it was felt there 
were a lot of writers—playwrights, 
short story writers and novelists 
—in Britain who could and should 
write for the medium. 








Ford, Coke Probe 


Will radio and television have 


Outer-Space Ads 


Washington, Dee. 30. 
to divide the advertising dollar 


with satellites orbiting out of this world? 
Maybe—in the opinion of Andrew G. Haley, Washington broad- 
casting attorney and president of the International Astronautical 


Federation. 


The tape of President Eisenhower Voicing “peace on earth” from 
the Atlas satellite showed the feasibility of using privately-owned 
satellites for commercial advertising, Haley noted. He said tech- 
nicians of the Fard Motor Co. and Coca-Cola have already started 
informal discussions of what could be done. Numerous technical 
and legal obstacles are involved, however, not the least of which is 
—— space broadcasts in frequencies which can be received in 

es. 








appointed to the company’s board 
Sinclair is a veep 
and manager of Leo Burnett Ce. 
of Canada. 

Coincident with this announce- 
ment, the agency reported that in 
December it passed the $100,000,- 
000 mark in billings. 


WHITNEY $4,539,978 
TV BUY GETS OKAY 


Washington, Dec. 30. 
J. H. Whitney & Co., New York 
investment firm headed by, U.S. 





| Ambassador to Britain, increased 


its tv interests when Federal Com- 
munications Commission approved 
sale of KBET-TV, Sacramento's 
channel 10, to the company, operat- 
ing as Western Broadcasting Corp., 
for $4,539,978. 

_It was a 4-to-1 commisison deci- 
sion, with Commissioner Robert T. 
Bartley dissenting (his reasons not 
made public) and Commissioners 
Robert E. Lee ard Frederick Ford 
not participating. 

Firm headed by diplomat “Jock” 
Whitney alse has interest in KGUP- 
TV, Houston; KOTV-TV, Tulsa; 
WISH-AM-TV, Indianapolis; and 
WANE-AM-TV, Fort Wayne. 

Seller of California capital city 
tv = . Sacramento Tele- 
casters, Inc., headed by John H. 
Schacht. ~ 








Chicago, Dec. 30. 

So lively have spot and local 
sales been in this market the past 
year that the four Chicago tv sta- 
tions are exploring the possibili- 
ties of expanding their saleable 
time. Best prospect toward that 
end seems to be the period be- 
ginning midnight, the stroke of 
which has been cutting down sets 
in use from as high as 15 to as 
low as 1. 

Feeling is that the Windy City 
could become a latenight videp 
town if programming’ were 
stronger than it has been after 12. 
Some programmers, in fact, are 
wondering if they didn’t create 
the natural cutoff time themselves 
by being perfunctory about post- 
midnight shows. Says one local 
exec, “Paar got ‘em to stay up 
late, so we ought to be able to 
keep them up later yet. After all, 
when he goes off at midnight here 
it’s 1 o'clock in New York.” 

It’s at WNBQ, the NBC o&0, 
that the mass tumeoff at midnight 
is felt most, not because its early 
a.m. ratings are lower than any- 
one else’s but because the “Jack 
Paar Show” paves such a strong 
leadin to something else. Fre- 
quently, Paar goes off here with 
ratings of 11 and 12. One minute 
after midnight the rating drops to 4 
fraction for a pair of half hour 
syndicated reruns sponsored by 
Polk Bros. WNBQ would like to 
salvage some of the unusually big 
audience that quits when Paar 
does. : 

While happy with the longtime 
Polk sponsorship at the early hour, 
WNBQ veep-g.m. Lleyd Yoder has 
indieated he would like to strength- 
en the fare, possibly with a live 

(Continued on page 22) 





Roger Price 
has an amusing discourse on 
the well-known 
“There's No Business," etc., 
in his bright yern on 
Irving Berlin Revisited 
° * * . 
another Editorial Feature 
In the 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 








OUT NEXT WEEK —_ 









































Wednesday, December 31, 


1958 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


19 








‘PREVIEWING’ THE D. C. RAPS 





NBC-TV's 50,000,000 Pro Grid Aud 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


While no figures were available yesterday (Mon.) on size of the 
tv audience watching Sunday’s N.Y. Giants-Baltimore Colts game, 


it is estimated by Tom Gallery 


, NBC-TV sports director, that it 


may reach 50,000,000. It will doubtless post the highest rating of 
any sports event ever telecast aside from a heavyweight champ 


fight. 

Gallery, here to oversee the 
Rose Bowl Game, said the pro 
been locked in for three more 


net’s telecast of the New Year's 
football championship game has 
years. Significant in the trade is 


that NBC signed two sponsors making their bigtime debut in tv 
—Savings & Loan Assn., and Clinton Motors. 

Gallery said Bayuk Cigars will become one of the biggest spend- 
ers in televised sports with $6,000,000 layout. He is not concerned 
about pay-tv cutting in on sports events, with most of those aired 
by NBC sewed up exclusively from three to nine years. 


NBC will telecast more sports 
year, according to Gallery. 


events in 1959 than any previous 








Barthelmess-Combs Radio Press 


Lines Up 25 Sta 


independents likes 


Some major 
Gordon McLendon’s Texas Tri- 
angle Stations and some network 
outlets like J. P. Williams’ Ken- 
tucky and Ohio stations have 
bqught the new Stewart Barthel- 
mess-George Hamilton Combs ra- 
dio news feed. In all the Barthel- 
rmess-Combs’ Radio Press has lined 
up 25 stations in the first five weeks 
since it began peddling the straight 
news feed. 

The Schine WPTR, Albany, N.Y., 
is among the signatories, Triangle 
Publication’s stations in Altoona, 
New Haven, Binghamton, N.Y., 
and Philadelphia have also signed 
on. The McLendon Triangle sta- 


tions in Dallas, San Antonio and | 
Houston, offer an interesting foot- | 
note to the situation, since McLen- | 


don said early this year that such 
a news service could hardly survive 
because not enough stations could 
afford to pay for it. 

Organization has already begun 
providing its lineup with several 
minutes of canned news each day, 
which then can be recut by the 
Stations to fit their news skeds. 
Combs, who doesn’t plan to do any 
of the mike work himself, has lined 
a fulltime London bureau, a 
permanent staff in Paris and 
stringers elsewhere overseas. They 


all do their own radio. reports. In | 


Washington, D.C., Radio Press 
plans to form a permanent bureau 
shortly, augmented by the five-man 
(all former INS scribes) News As- 
sociates, which is currently han- 
dling capital news breaks. All the 
voices are delivered to stations via 
beeper phone. Shortly, Combs 
hopes to buy class C lines in a 
permanent hookup of stations in 
the eastern part of the country and 
eventually extend it to other areas. 


MBS’ Toughie On 


Clearance in NY. 


Mutual, the network without any 
o&o stations, is confronted with a 
tough situation in New York, the 
kev market in the USS. 

It's affiliate WOR Radio, accord- 
ing to the station’s own promotion 
piece, has Mutual programming 
occupying only 1% of the station’s 
programming log. It’s not a case of 
MBS sponsors not getting a ride 
in the N.Y. market. The RKO Tele- 
radio N.Y. flagship does carry MBS 
commercials, spotting them in local 
shows. It’s a case of many net- 
work sponsors buying MBS news- 





casts and having their commer- to 


cials spotted in different WOR 
programs, with the purchased 
newscasts not carried in N.Y 

Situation is set to come to a 
head shortly. WOR’s affi'iation con- 
tract, like those of other RKO 
Teleradio stations, are due for 
renewal in August, ’59. Lack of 
clearance in N.Y. on WOR will be 
among the items on top of the 
agenda. 

MBS does not have the sane 
trouble outside N.Y. with RKO 
Teleradio affiliates. Rundown of 
RKO sstatiens other than WOR 
which are up for weh revewal con- 
tracts inelude KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco; KHJ, Lo: Angeles; WNAC, 


_ Boston; and WHBQ, Memphis. 





tions on News Feed 


CBS-Radio Prexy 
Arthur Hull Hayes 
details his own views on 
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WNEW Decides To 
Shoot the Works 
On a News Staff 


| WNEW Radio has gone whole 
| hog in forming a fulltime, inter- 
| nally controlled, news operation, 
| with its annual news budget now 
going up to a!most two-and-a-half 
|times what it was for the New 
| York station when it aired the 
| jointly-owned hourly newscasts 
with the Daily News. 
| Under Martin Weldon, who was 
| hired away from WCBS, N.Y., to 
| act as chief of the news operation, 
| there will be 13 fulltime staffers, 
{12 of them reporters and rewrite 
|men. Instead of the longtime 
|hourly reports alone, Weldon and 
| administrative boss of the station 
|John Jaeger have arranged for 
| news reports on the hour and half 
| hour 24 hours a day. 
| The twice hourly reports will be 
| five minutes each, except between 
'9 am. and 4 p.m. and 1 a.m., 
| through 5 a.m., when the on-the- 
hour reports will consist of nothing 
but headlines. 

Since all the news carried by 


(Continued on page 33) 


LIQUOR ADS FOR 
FM JAZZ STATION 


San Francisco, Dec. 30. 
New jazz FM station, scheduled 
| go on the air from suburban 











| Alameda in the spring, will be first 
station in Northern California to 
accept hard-liquor advertising, ac- 
cording to co-owner Dave Larsen. 

FCC okayed outlet earlier this 
month and Larsen, now program 
manager at KNOB-FM, Los An- 
|geles, and Pat Henry, other co- 
owner who’s a deejay at KROW- 
AM, Oakland, have applied for 
KJAZ-FM as cali letters. 

Larsen says he’s lined up, as 
| staff, deejays Wally Ray and Ginny 
| Bleven, from KWBR-AM, Oakland 
station, and Jerry Dean, KNVA, 
Vallejo. He says station will also 
air tapes by Frank Evans, L.A. dee- 
jay, and Nat Hentoff, New York 
jazz critic. 














INDUSTRY EYES 
1959 PROBINES 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Much sound and some fury (but 
probably very little legislation) lie 
ahead for the broadcasting indus- 
try on Capitol Hill in 1959. 

The new Congress, with its 
swollen Democratic majorities, will 
press more radio-tv investigations. 
The main ring, however, will like- 
ly shift from House to Senate. 

The tv rating probe slated by 
the Senate Commerce Committee 
in New York in February figures 
to be a broad sounding board on 
the pros and cons of network prac- 


WCBS Radio’s Wholesale Revamp 
Of Program Sked Keyed to ‘PCP’ 








| 





tices and policies in general. It) 


can’t avoid, of course, getting into 
the area of network programming 


| structures. 


There'll be some vocal gripes 
that the public interest isn’t being 
served by present network public 
service and other programming 
policies. But best bet, as of now, 
is that the Committee will count 
on network initiative, spurred by 
the publicity of the hearings, 
rather than venturing remedial 
legislation in this slippery area. 

The legislative recommendations 
of the House Harris Subcommittee, 
so far as the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission is _ affected, 
might appear a little anti-climactic. 
FCC Chairman John C. Doerfer’s 
relatively mild proposals to block 
wire-pulling and bar Commission- 
ers lecturing for money are cer- 
tain to be adopted and pushed by 
the House group. A code of ethics 
governing members of federal reg- 
ulatory agencies also appears like- 
ly to emerge. But the major mop- 
ping-up action will be at the FCC 
itself, during the rehearings of 
past channel decisions. 

Communications Act 

Preliminary steps toward a 
broad-scale revision of the 25-year- 
oid Communications Act will be 
taken by the House and Senate 
Commerce Committees in~ 1959. 
The big push here, however, prob- 
ably won't come until 1960. It will 
involve numerous’ controversial 
proposals for revamping FCC, its 
powers and its practices. 

There's a reasonable chance that 
the pay-tv question will be set- 
tled one way or another during the 
first session of the new Congress. 
Chairman Oren Harris of the 
House Commerce Committee 
hopes so anyway. His group opens 


| hearings on the question in Jan- 
juary, and the betting is on a bill 


which would strip FCC of any 
authority to license tollvision. 
Such a measure may be more con- 
troversial in the Senate than in the 
House. Drastic Congressional Com- 
mittee shakeups and realignments 
as a result of the Democratic elec- 


(Continued on page 22) 





Bellamy, Polly Bergen 


Saved for ‘Tell Truth’ 
Via Early Eve Taping 


Goodson-Todman’s “To Tell the 
Truth,” CBS-TV panel show, will 
be aired via videotape on a regular 
basis starting next Tuesday (6). 
Decision was made to tape the 
program at 7 p.m., 90 minutes be- 
fore air time for following reasons: 

Packagers thus can regain the 
services of Raiph Bellamy as a 
regular panelist. Bellamy is in 
“Sunrise at Campobello” on 
Broadway which forced him to exit 
the tv show last season. Early tap- 
ing will permit him to do the 
panel show and also be at the 
Cort Theatre for his 8:30 rising 
curtain. 

Secondly, Goodson-Todman will 
be able to keep the services of 
Polly Bergen as “regular on the 
show. Her upcoming rehearsals in 
the Broadway musical version of 
“Pride and Prejudice” would have 
prevented her from making 
live air show. 

Furthermore, new setup. will 
enable the producers to garner 
mere Broadway figures as panelists 
who heretofore were unavailab!c 
because of showtime conflicts. 


the ' father, Edwin Elliot of Philadel- 


NBC-TV Program VP. 
Robert F. Lewine 
explores 
The Quiz Game That 
Never Has an Ending 
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Barrow OverA 
Barrel On CBS 
Must-Buy Edict? 


Decision by CBS-TV to drop its 
must-buy requirement last week 
represented another astute sam- 
pling of statesmanship by the net- | 





| ords. Tony Mottola, 


Drastic program changes are in 
the works for WCBS Radio as a 
result of the web's recently-formu- 
lated Program Consolidation Plan. 
A vigorous shakeup throughout 
both weekday and weekend sched- 
ule will see the exiting of familiar 
figures. 

Flagship outlet, in addition to 
stepping up its news schedule by 
some 33 and one-third percent, 
signed Johnnie Ray for a Sunday 
hight (7:05 to 8 p.m.) 55-minute 
show in which the performer will 
work at the piano, vocalize and 
spin records; Johnny Desmond, 
also on Sunday (1:05 to 2 p.m.) 55- 
minute program in which the 
singer will warble and play rec- 
guitarist, will 





pp with De 

New talent also includes Louis 
Nye who'll be heard Monday 
through Friday from 8:15 to 9:30 
p.m. doing dialects, jokes and 
playing records. Nye will be fol- 
lowed by Emily Kimbrough, author 
and lecturer, from 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
in interviews and story telling. 
Miss Kimbrough was heard on 
WCBS Radio previously from 1953 
to 1955. 

Also moving to the key outlet 
of CBS Radio will be Westbrook 
Van Voorhis in two 15-minute news 
broadcasts, 6 to 6:15 p.m. and I1 
to 11:15 p.m. cross-the-board, An- 
other new metropolitan figure, Lee 


work, a case of grabbing the politi- Jordan will be aired from 1:05 to 
cal bull by the horns in a back-| 1:30 p.m. on Saturday. He's also 
ground of changing network eco- booked from 5:30 to 6 p.m., 6:30 
nomics. Like the web's relaxation | to 7 p.m. and at 8:35 to 9 p.m. with 





‘said he will move to Providence 
‘next summer. 


of network option time earlier this | 
fall, it represents a strategic re- 
treat before the pressures of Wash- 
ington but also an adjustment to 
the new business angles of net-| 
working. } 

Relinquishment of must-buy 
and relaxation of option time | 
all but obviate the force of the 
Barrow Committee recommenda- 
tions. Though the committee's re- 
port seeks more stringent limita- 
tions, the CBS action in both in- | 
stances is probably enough to take 
the edge of any all-out attack on 
the webs that’s been brewing in| 











Washington. 
Yet, CBS’ decision to yield, | 
though obviously motivated to, 


an extent by the pressures on 
thé Potomac, is a realistic ap- 
praisal of the new type of network 
selling which has emerged full- 
blown this fall ,a result of the re- 
cession of last winter and spring | 
and a reflection of the high cost | 
of television. When CBS filed its 
objections to the Barrow Report, 
its insistence that must-buy and 
option-time were indispensable to 
the survival of networking was no 
doubt well taken; in the short span 
of eight months, however, network 
economics have taken on a new 
look. 

Web's relaxation of option time, 
which é¢onsisted of turning over 
the Tuesday and Wednesday 7:30-8 
periods to the stations, subject to 
recapture (some affils and one o&o0 
grabbed off the Tuesday at 8 slot 
as well), stemmed simply from the 

(Continued on page 33) 


AKRON AM STATION 
SALE FETCHES 6006 


Akron, Dec. 30. 

Radio Station WCUE, Akron, 
has been sold for more than $600,- 
000 to an eastern corporation head- 
ed by Ted Estabrook, New York 
City, who previously owned sta- 
tions in Rhode Island and Florida, 
and Jack Valdes, Princeton, N.J., 
former advertising account execu- | 
tive. Sale is conditional on ap- 
proval by the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. 

The nine-year-old Akron station 
is one of four in that city and 
only independert radio station. It 
was owned by Tim Elliot and his 











phia. WCUE’s parent corporation, 
Akron Broadcasting, also owns 
miajority stock in WICE, Pro- 
vidence, R.I., radio station: Elliot 





a live jazz show. Additionaily, 
there’s Portia Nelson, a _ singer, 
who will get exposure on the 
station. 

Expansion of the station's pro- 
gram structure will find team of 
Stan Freeman and Richard Hayes 
in new time spot, 10:05 to 11 a.m. 
and Lanny Ross filling the 12:15 
to 12:30 p.m. segment. Galen 
Drake, who runs the “Housewives 
Protective League,” will be aired 
one hour earlier, 2:30 te 3 pn, 
Jim Lowe expands his Monday- 
through-Friday program to two 
hours, 3:05 to 5 p.m. with five 
minutes out for news at 4 p.m. 

Sam J. Slate, general manager 
of the station, after huddiing with 
Allen Ludden, station's program 
director, also decided to up the 
local news coverage. Resultant 
move gives Dave Dugan, young 
newsman responsible for winning 
a Peabody for “This is New York,” 
a 15-minute local newscast daily 
at 12 (noon). 

Station will garner its bulk of 


(Continued on page 33) 


WINS, Engineers 
End 41-Day Strike 


Strike by engineers against 
WINS, N. Y. radio indie, came to 
an end Sunday (28) at midnight 
after 41 days. Strike ended when 
the station settled contract de- 
mands with local 1212 of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers and the settlement 
brought back to work the 14 strik- 
ing engineers and six staff an- 
nouncers from the American Fed- 
eration of Television & Radio Art- 
ists who went out in sympathy for 
the engineers. 

Negotiations, when there were 
negotiations, were frought with 
bitter feelings. IBEW accused El- 
roy McCaw, owner of WINS, with 
not wanting to meet in order to 
iron out the differences the em- 
ployer and the union had, Strike 
began on Nov. 18, when IBEW 
filed unfair labor charges against 
the station. Charges were based on 
the accusation that McCaw reiused 
to bargain in good faith. 

IBEW charged that nodoby was 
in authority except McCaw and he 
was unavailable to dicker most of 
the time because of a recent auto- 
mobile aceident which kept him 
abed on the Coast However, last 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Killing Bad Shows at Pilot Time 
Can Eliminate 13-Week Menace 








Although telefilm producer-dis- 
tributors still wince at the mention 
a 13-week deal, such 


and “live” showcase, 

The rebuttal from telefilm execs 
follows the traditional lines, It’s 
argued that it would lave been 
better to “doctor” the scripts of 
Wynn than unceremoniously dump 
it after a 13-week period. What 
assurance has Clyne got that the 
subbed show “D.A.’s Man” will 
draw greater rating fire? 

Instead of playing a game of 
“musical chairs” with a variety of 
shows in short cycles, it’s contend- 
ed that the advertiser, agency and 
telefilmery should get together on 
a vehicle. Once the decision is 
made to go ahead, they should pool 
their talents to upgrade the show, 
if subsequent episodes don’t seem 
to be making the grade. 

All sides agree that there's no 
use in “doctoring” a real turkey. 
But telefilmeries contend that the 
ones that don’t have a chance to 
hi: should be eliminated in the 
pilot, or pre-pilet stage. But if a 
show has some plus quantities, the 
more challenging task is to im- 
prove the vehicle rather than 
wield the 13-week axe. 


ROUSE-GREENE TIED 
TO SCREEN GEMS DEAL 


Screen Gems has signed an ex- 
clusive vidfilm deal with the mo- 
tion picture co-production team of 
Russell Rouse and Clarence 
Greene. It’s the first time that the 
duo, which produced “DOA,” 
“The Thief,” “Fastest Gun Alive” 
and is currently working on Par’s 
“Thunder in the Sun,” has done 
tv 





Rouse-Greene are signed to pro- 
duce at least two pilots a year 
for the next three years. First 
pilot goes into production in the 
next two weeks in Hollywood. To 
be called “Underworld,” skein 
will coneern undercover cops. 
Greene will produce, Rouse direct 
and both will share writing chores, 
with this system obtaining through- 
out the six SG projects. 


Wrather’s New Batch 
Of ‘Lone Ranger’ Pix 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Jack Wrather is planning produc- 
tion of 39 more “The Lone 
Ranger” vidpix next year, also 39 
‘ yidpix of a new series, “Adven- 
tures of Tom Swift.” 
“ r” series was not in pro- 
tion this semester, with reruns 
being shown on ABC-TV, but 
Wrather guns a new batch of 
them in 1959. In addition, Wrath- 
er’s —— slate includes 





Show,” taking over the latter 
from Hal Roach Jr., when it fin- 
ishes its current production sked. 


= “ > 
Ziv Options ‘Klondike 
Ottawa, Dec. 30. 
Ziv ‘Television Programs has 
taken a one-year option on “Kion- 
dike” (published as “The Klondike 





Fever” in U.S.) by Yukon-born & 


Pierre Berton, associate editor of 
Toronto Star. Pilet is skedded to be 
started this week, and some of 
shooting may actually be done in 
Klondike, long since stripped of 
but still rich in scenery. 
Berton, who'll act as adviser on 
the series, does a daily section-page 
toluma in Toronto Star. 





snort- | Britain’s Com’] ABC-TV 


Sale of Vidpic Skeins 
Has Global Dimensions 


London, Dec. 30. 

Anthony R. Morris, head of for- 
eign sales for ABC-TV, is leaving 
London next week on a six weeks’ 
tour of the Far and Middle East 
to promote sales for 10 vidpic se- 
ries. He planes out next Tuesday 
(6), taking the Polar route to Tokyo 
and his itinerary will include Hong 


of | Kong, Manila, Australia, New Zea- 


land, Singapore, Thailand, Iran and 


Iraq. 

Among the packages he'll have 
to offer will be the “Flying Doc- 
tor” series, 39 half hours lensed in 
Australia; “Time to Remember,” 
a new skein of 26 “scrapbook” 
films, recounting the highlights of 
the first half of the century, with 
commentaries by Michael Redgrave 
and Stanley Holloway; three Gross- 
Krasne series, “African Patrol,” 
“Glencannon” and “Jungle Boy”; 
three skeins produced by Harry 
Alan Towers, “Dial 999,” “Manto- 
vani” and “Martin Kane”; 26 half 
hours in the “Tomahawk” series; 
and the “Torchy” puppet films for 
children. 


$1,400,000 Rides 
On ‘Interpol Segs 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Jack Wrather’s Independent Tel- 
evision Corp. has consummated its 
second foreign coproduction deal, 
signing with the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization to produce “Interpol 
Calling” at Pinewood Studios in 
Lendon. Already in preparation 
is “Four Just Men,” starring Jack 
Hawkins, Vittorio de Sica and Dan 
Dailey, which Sapphire Films will 
put into production shortly. 

“Interpol,” based on files of the 
International Criminal Police Or- 
ganization, is budgeted at $1,400,- 
000 for 39 episodes and will roll 
in mid-February. Anthony Perry, 
Rank producer, will produce the 
series. ITC will distribute on a 
world-wide basis. 

Deal is the second coproduction 
in tv for Rank. Couple of months 
ago, Sol Lesser Productions and 
the Rank group, acting through 
Sydney Box, set a coproduction 
deal for four series. 


Cayton’s Rebuttal 


New York. 














Editor, Variety: 


Because Radio and Television 
Packagers, Inc. and I personally 
have built an outstanding reputa- 
tion for fair dealing and for honor- 

all agreernents, I must correct 
errors and misleading statements 
in the story published in the Dec. 
24 issue of Varrety. An action was 
brought by Sterling Television Co. 
Radio and _ Television 
Packagers. But this action concerns 
only rescisson of an agreement, and 
alleges fraud only in respect to 
certain alleged verbal conditions 
which were not embodied in the 
formal written contract between 
Sterling and R & TV. This action 
does not call for an accounting, 
and William D. Cayton is not 
named. 


Further, Radio and Television 
Packagers, Ine. has sed 
three counterclaims against Sterl- 
ing Television Co., Inc. The first 
counterclaim seeks - $100,000 in 
damages for designated breaches of 
distribution contracts heretofore 
existing between Sterling Tele- 
vision and R & TV. Other counter- 
claims involve the failure of Ster- 
ling Television to turn over to R 
TV funds due R & TV. 
Sterling does not have a minori- 
ty owrership interest in “Cartoon 
Ciassics Serials,” but only a minor- 
ity participation in net revenucs 
derived from the sale of just two 
of the total number of 





William D. Cayton. 

















BETTY MADIGAN 
Coral Records 
Currently on the 
Dave Garroway “To-Day” 
William Morris Agency 


TV 


Vidflm Entries 
Can Lick Quota 


“The stimulant towards Anglo- 
American co-production is exempli- 
fied by the experience of CBS Film 
Sales. 

Last year at this time, the CBS 
subsid had 22 series being telecast 
in Britain. Currently, the Ameri- 
can telefilmery has 12 skeins on 
U.K. airwaves. 

What has happened in the 12- 
month period is that British sta- 
tions have become more self-suffi- 
cient in programming and that all 
American telefilm companies have 
entered the foreign race, making 
large sales by any one company 
more difficult. Of course, acting as 
a brake for CBS Films, as well as 
other U. S. telefilmeries, is the un- 
official, but effective, quota which 
prohibits the telecasting of foreign 
programming (American) to a de- 
gree greater than 14% of the sta- 
tion’s total broadcasting schedule. 

A co-production, with a sizable 
number of episodes filmed in Eng- 
land, doesn’t come under the quota 
restrictions. The co-production aiso 
usually fetches better prices. And 
on occasion in the past, a poorer 
co-production will be sold in Eng- 
land carrying that “Made in the 
U.K.” label while an all-U.S. pro- 
duced skein will be left begging, 
quality considerations notwith- 
standing. 


Cohen’s Movie Hosting 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 30. 

Harold V. Cohen, drama-movie 
| critic of the morning Post-Gazette 
jand Variety stringer here, is re- 








| turning to television to host a fea- 
jture picture Sunday afternoons | 


over KDKA-TY. 

Special package station has just 
acquired tees off Jan. 11 in 3:30-5 
p.m. slot with “Life of Emile Zola” 
and also includes “Tale of Two 
Cities,” “Cyrano De Bergerac,” 
“Naughty Marietta.” “Mr. Bland- 
ings Builds His Dream House,” 
“Abe Lincoln in Illinois” “The 
Informer,” “Silver River,” “Con- 
fidential Agent” and “Bad Bas- 
comb.” 


DEAN JONES SERIES 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Dean Jones has been set to star 
in the pilot of “You're Only 
Young Once,” Metro TV vidseries. 
Jones is under contract to 
Metro. 








TNT Prexy 


Nathan L. Halpern 


details 
Closed-Circuit TV 
Invites $30,000,000 
In Billings 
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Despite Popularity 


of Westerns, 


Telefilmeries to Scatter Shots 





Webb-Nippon TV Option 
To Make ‘Tokyo Dragnet’ 
Starting in February 
Jack webby mark HT Prade 


a Japan locationer version of 
“Dragnet” that will either be 


|called “Tokyo Police” or “Tokyo 
Dragnet.” Spadework of securing | among 


cooperation has been completed 
and if the Webb interests decide to 
pick up the option, advance unit 
would arrive in February prepara- 
tory to rolling in June. 

Story would have two American 
police officers assigned here on in- 
ternational exchange basis with an 
English-speaking Japanese officer 
on hand as liaison. Angle would 
be differences to solving crimes 
with emphasis on the greater deli- 
cacy with which the Japanese law 
enforcers have to work. 

Venture would be made in co- 
ordination with the Nippon Televi- 
sion Network of Tokyo (NTV), now 
presenting a “Dragnet” copy 
called “Dial 110” successfully. 
This, plus success here of filmed 
“Dragnet” series led to idea. Mark 
VII would retain international dis- 
tribution rights and NTV would 
release the series locally. 


WNTA-TV's Major 


Program Revamp 


WNTA-TV, Newark owned & 
operated station of National Tele- 
film Associates, is going to revamp 
the largest portion of its schedule 
on Jan. 18. The effort to jazz-up 
the program lineup of the station 
which NTA has controlled since 
last spring has begun with new 
plans for daytime. 

Instead of continuing with mo- 
tion pictures which have had sev- 
eral runs, both on WNTA and 
other metropolitan area outlets, the 
station will institute what is to be 
called “Quality Theatre” features 
in the current 1-to-2:30 p.m. fea- 
ture film slot. Second run films 
such as “Snake Pit,” “Laura,” and 
“In Old Chicago” will be exposed 
in the afternoon slot after the 
19th. 

Station is revising its time sked 
on the moppet block in the late 
afternoon. “Junior Town” is be- 





| ing extended from 45 minutes to an 


hour every weekday, with the show 
to hold down the 4-to-5 p.m. slot. 
“Magic Clown,” now a quarter 
hour, will expand to take the 5- 
5:30 p.m. anchorage. And WNTA- 
TV has bought additional kiddie 
serials of the space and cowboy re- 
run variety to replace the current 
crop of stuff in the 5:30 to 6 “Ac- 
tion Theatre” slot. It’s held prob- 
able that Al Hodge, the “Captain 
Video” who once held down a net- 
work slot on DuMont, will host the 
stanza. 


First nighttime alteration to be 
indicated is that WNTA-TV will 
air live wrestling from Sridgeport, 
Conn., on Monday between 8 and 
10 pm. The wrestling show, be- 
ing produced directly for the NiA- 
owned station, is being taped for 
use on NTA’s Minneapolis outlet 
and for general syndication, al- 
though it was not made clear at 
this time who will handle distribu- 
tion, even though the parent NTA 
does handle such tape syndication. 





JACK CORRICK UPPED 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Jack Corrick of Revue’s produc- 
tion department has been up 
to assistant secretary of the MCA 
vidfilm subsid. 





NTA’s Frisco 
San Francisco, Dec. 30. 

National Telefilm Associates has 
opened ~ —- in San Fran- 
cisco, Ww enry P. Long and 
Robert Lang in charge. 

Long is a former v.p. of MCA-TV 
film syn . while Lang is a 
former assistant to the radio and 
tv director of BBD&O, 


The high rating dust kicked up 
by the oaters again this season has 
made pilot preparation for the 
spring-summer selling season a 
game of “blind man’s bluff.” 


Latest top 10 Nielsen's find the 
oaters the only cles’ p-wlar pro- 
gram trend. Their preuominance 
on the scorecard leaves any other 
program format for  vi«filmeries 
a chance proposition, a greater 
gamble than years’ past. 

Unlike previous years, when 
there were a variety of formats 
the new program rating 
winners, this upcoming selling sea- 
son, when a telefilmery will come 
in with an anthology, a mellier, an 
actioner, or what have you, he vir- 
tually can’t point to a track record 
for the format. The shoot-em-ups, 
other than a few established win- 
ners, have corralled the top rat- 


Ss. 

Of course, there are the non- 
oater established rating winners 
such as a Danny Thomas, an oc- 
casional “Shirley Temple Story- 
book,” “The Real McCoys,” Jack 
Benny, “Hitchock Presents,” etc. 
Virtually the only new filmed 
series on the webs to hit the upper 
rating strata so far—at the sea- 
son’s midpoint—in the non-oater 
categories are the “Ann Sothern 
Show” and “Peter Gunn.” Repre- 
sentation of a situation comedy 
and, a slick, private eye meller 
hardly makes for a track record on 
new shows. 

What to do? One answer—as ex- 
emplified by the 20th-Fox produc- 
| tion roster—is to scatter the shots, 
| have a pilot project for most any 
category. A buckshot approach to 
pilot-making also is being adopted 
by CBS Film Sales. The idea is to 
have as many types of fare avail- 
able for national sale, when the 
buying is being done for the '59-’60 
season. 

Apparently, not al! sponsors will 
want to ride the range comes next 
season. For those with other than 
sagebrush ideas, 20th-Fox, CBS 
Films, and other telefilmeries will 
have other fare. With no clear 
trend in the non-western. cate- 
gories, it’s felt that a scattershot 
approach is about the safest. 

The 20th-Fox roster best exem- 
pliefies this approach: the pilot 
projects range from an “Esther 
Williams Show,” an anthology, to 
“Mr. Belvedere,” a situation come- 
dy, to “Profile,” a one hour dra- 
matic biographie series, to “Five 
Fingers,” .an espionage meller. 


WB LIFTS SUSPENSION 
OF CLINT WALKER 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Warner Bros. has lifted its eight- 
month suspension of Clint Walker, 
imposed when actor walked out of 
his star role in “Cheyenne” tv 
series. Ty Hardin subsequently 
stepped into series* lead, and will 
continue, according to studio. 

New plans for Waiker will be 
disclosed by WB, according to 
prexy Jack L. Warner, after first 
of year. Thesp ankled assignment 
on claim his $1,500 weekly salary 
wasn’t sufficient and he wanted 
other acting roles. 


ic ’ 
CBS-TV’s ‘Moon Shot 
Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

CBS-TV in N.Y. has acquired 
“Moon Shot,” SatEvePost story by 
Frank Harvey, for a new vidpix 
series, with plans to shoot it in 
Gotham. 

Web has assigned Gil Ralston to 
produce and Harvey to pen the 
pilot teleplay. Series, fictional, 
deals with nuclear propulsion. 
H. N. Swanson agency repped the 











ped | author in negotiations. 





‘DREAM PACKAGE’ SALES 

National Telefilm Associates has 
racked up additional markets on 
its “Dream Package,” putting the 
group in about 50 markets. 

New deals include WMAL, Bal- 
timore; WCIA, Champagne; IIl.; 
WJAR, Providence; WHBF, Rock 
Island; WINK, Fort Meyers; 
KONO, San Antonio; KPTV, Port- 
land, Ore; WJBT, Flint; and 
WRCA, N.Y. 
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FOREIGN MARKET'S $13,000,000 





How to Become a Millionaire 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 


Dale Robertson, star of “Tales of Wells Fargo,” estimates he 


will earn more than $1,000,000 a 


ear in television. 


Actor bases his estimate not only on the coin he receives from 
“Fargo,” but also on two other series being readied by Overland 
Productions, in which he’s partnered with Nat Holt. One of them 
will be an oater, the other a period piece. 

Robertson reports he owns about 50% of Overland, while Holt 

shares. 


and other stockholders have the 
Now in his second season with 
son believes a vidseries—a good 


remaining ly 
the hoss opera, “Fargo,” Robert- 
one, that is—can last as long as 


it wants on tv “if you have the right setup and the right founda- 


tion. I'd like to see this show go 


15 years.” 


Robertson declared “there is a great deal of lack imagination, 
both in the business and creative ends of tv. Everybody got on 
the western bandwagon, many will fail, and that will hurt every- 


one.” 


“Producers think too much like actors, that all you have to do 
is to put an actor in western garb, give him a western accent, and 
you have a western. In the old west, there was no such thing as a 
western drawl or accent, the people came from all over the world, 
it was a real melting pot. But most producers don’t know which 
end’s up. You don’t fool the people anymore. It’s not 1930. You 
have 180,000,000 critics, and they can flip you off in a second,” he 


asserts. 





Manulis No Longer 


an Enemy Of 


The Dead Cats He's One Himself 


That hot debate which raged‘ 
seasons back on films vs. “live” tv 
seems almost academic at this point 
—with many of the “live” par- 
tisans finding a niche in the Hol- 
lywood celluloid sun. 

Case in point is the career of 
Martin Manulis, who moved over 
as producer of CBS-TV's “Play- 
house 90” to become exec in 
eharge of tv production for 20th- 
Fox. Manulis, now busy with some 
15 projects for 20th-Fox, virtually 
all of which would be on film, 
acknowledged at one time that he 
identified himself as a “live cat,” 
as opposed to the “dead cats” 
(film). 

But on a recent trip east, Man- 
ulis went on to maintain that the 
distinction between “live” and film 
fare in tv drama is being blurred. 
He argued that at tv’s infancy 
there was a real difference, with 
“live” drama emanating from the 
east far more experimental in its 
perspective, trying new camera 
effects and handling more contro- 
versial themes. 

This difference, over the sea- 
sons, has lessened, according to 
Manulis. In terms of techniqye, 
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Syndicators Of 
Ist Runs Now Go 
Direct to Client 


Of necessity, more and more 





Hollywood crews now are just as 
adept as those in the east. He 
admitted in many cases contro- 
versial subject matters are more 
taboo in Hollywood, but he argued 
that if the telefilm makers want 
some of the top writers in the 
tv medium to join the telefilm 
bandwagon, the Hollywood pro- 
ducers will have to make some 
concessions. 

Manulis, in his 20th-Fox post, 
said he didn’t aim to unsettle any 
applecarts, indicating that he’s in 
the business of coralling sponsors 
and producing popular entertain- 
ment. 

Other than a remaining few 
“angry young men” such as David 
Susskind, and an occasional out- 
burst from a Rod Serling, the 
film vs. “live” fracas appears to 
have simmered down in the trade. 


10 New Pilots On 
Hal Roach Agenda 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

Hat Roach Jr. is upping his pro- 
duction plans for next season, 
mapping 10 pilots for vidpix series, 
all in addition to his current pro- 
duction. 

Roach now has before the cam- 
eras—or soon going into produc- 
tion—“The Veil,” starring Boris 
Karloff; “The Sword and the Ar- 
row,” toplining Guy Madison; “The 
Gale Sterm Show,” and also plans 
39 segments in a new, untitled 
series, 





syndicators are concentrating on 
|sales pitches directly to advertis- 
'ers for first-run product. 

Many syndicators find stations 
reluctant to pick up a first-run 
skein without a built-in sponsor. 
The tied-up advertiser need not 
he the sole underwriter for the 
show—even a guaranteed spot is 
sufficient in many cases. 

But stations in many sections of 
the country now are found to be 
balking at picking up a sponsor- 
less first-runner. 

In many cases, the stations’ rea- 
soning is this: Station sales per- 
sonnel have a whole schedule of 
shows to sell. Opposed to this, the 
syndicator has only one show to 
sell in the particular market. If 
the syndicator, with his concen- 
trated effort, cannot pick up a 
local sponsor for the one show, 
why should the station gamble on 
the property when the station, by 
necessity, has to scatter its selling 
efforts? . 

With many stations holding to 
this view, such syndicators as 
National Telefilm Associates and 
others, which had been relatively 
weak in direct-to-advertiser sell- 
ing, have stepped up their local 
sponsor pitch activties. 


Weintraub’s ‘Our Town’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Joseph Schrank has been signed 
to pen the pilot of “Our Town,” a 
Sy Weintraub package which is 

being produced by Jerry Stagg. 
Thornton Wilder author of the 
legit and pix hit, has a participa- 
tion of the deal. Weintraub ac- 





quired rights to “Town” when he 
purchased Sol Lesser Productions. 








156 PER EPISODE 
GLOBAL PEAK 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 


Celluloid {is circling the globe. 
“Cisco Kid” is galloping on an- 
tennas from Bangkok to London 
and “Lassie’s” bark is heard ‘round 
the world. 

The foreign market for telefilms 
isn’t any abacadabra golden bon- 
anza, as indicated im the adjoining 
box listing a rundown of prices. 
For '58 the foreign market should 
rack about $13,000,000. It’s in the 
aggregate that the figure is im- 
posing 


From the viewpoint of individual 
telefilm companies, whose fortunes 
vary in the foreign field, it re- 
quires hard, adroit selling to rack 
up sizable grosses. Potential, it’s 
possible for a strong, well-sold 
first-run show to achieve $15,000 
per episode, if sold in virtually 
every market abroad, including 
Canada. Few episodes rack up that 
coin. 

That the people in Uruguay can 
watch an “I Love Lucy” episode 
upon the station payment of $35 
can be considered a reflection of 
America’s distribution know-how. 
What some of the more violent 
shoot-em-ups and cops & robbers 
skeins have done to the foreign 
image of Uncle Sam is another 
question. 

The fortunes of telefilms rides 
hand-in-hand with how commercial 
are the individual overseas tv op- 
erations. Culturally-oriented gov- 
ernment operations usually sharply 
limit the number of half-hour tele- 
film properties telecast, not only 
in number of skeins but in number 
of individual episodes for each 


| series. 


U. S. telefilm companies hope 


| the next big break-through for 





commerciz* operations will be in 
Europe, with the successful British 
commercial operation serving to 
stimulate the development. Soviet- 
ized Eastern Europe remains unex- 
plored territory at this time, al- 
though there have been overtures 
from both sides. 


That some of the American tele- 
film companies do not do as well 
as others in the field is an open 
secret. MCA TV, a giant in the 
U. S., plays a small role in the 
foreign field, by choice. (MCA TV 
feels prices are too low, for one 
thing). But that a Manny Reiner, 
recently resigned foreign topper of 
Independent Television Corp., can 
pick up $1,000,000 in overseas 
deals in a four-month period, as 
he recently did, is mighty meaning- 
ful to an ITC. Ditto Ziv’s Ed 
Stern’s foreign operation. National 
Telefilm Associate’s Sam Gang re- 
eently returned from z Far Eastern 
trip with $200,000 in contracts. 

But despite the bulk figures 
which are im , the interna- 
tional route is a hard road to 
travel. There are dubbing costs, 
quota restrictions, sales overhead, 


etc. 
Some Price Ranges 


Before a series is made ready 
for the Spanish-speaking market, 
the overall dubbing cost is from 
$1,200 to $1,300, if done in Mexico. 
The price structure in the Mexican 
market is this: a sale in Mexico 
City. for a first-run series is on 
the average of $430 per episode, 
with the smaller markets of Chi- 
huahua, Juarez and Tijuana - 
ing from $35 to $40 apiece. 

For the three markets in Puerto 
Rico, San Juan, Mayaquez and 
Ponce, the average price per epi- 
sode, again first-run, ranges from 
$400 to $500. The network in Cuba 
will pay $200, with Havana alone 
going for $175. Most of the Latin 
American deals are for 39, plus 13, 
on American series. 

Costa Rica still hasn't got its tv 
on the air. Brazil, unlike other 
Latin American countries, is Portu- 
guése-speaking. American tele- 
films there usually are subtitled. 
The tab for subtitling is $275 per 
episode, compared to the average 
price of $300. But some syndi- 

(Continued on page 31) 





Majors, Johnny-Come-Latelys In 
TV Production, Also Taking Their 
Time About Plunge in Syndication 
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WOR-TV Will Go 
607 Feature Pix; 
Drop Half-Hours 


WOR-TV, N.Y., starting in Jan- 
uary, will become the most heavily 
feature programmed stations in 
the nation,.devoting approximate- 
ly 60% of its weekly program 
schedule to pix telecasting. . 

Always a _ feature operation, 
harking back to the inception of 
“Million Dollar Movie” years back, 
station over the past few years 
has tried a number of different 
formats, de-emphasizing its cine- 
matics. But now, under the direc- 
tion of Robert Leder, RKO Tele- 
radio N.Y. flagship will ride high 
with cinematics. 

Leder said the station is defi- 
nitely out of the half-hour syndi- 
cated field. He called prices for 
the half-hour skeins too high, 
charging that indie stations in 
N.Y. paying the prices asked by 
syndicators are. jast vehicles for 
producer profits. 

To accommodate the batch of 
new feature telecasts, station will 
open up at 12:30 instead of 4 p.m. 
weekdays. 

Leavening the pix grind opera- 
tion, will be cartoon shows and 
sports telecasts, as well as a scat- 
tering of stripped half-hour tele- 
film series. Latter is virtually ali 
rerun properties. 

To host one of its kiddie car- 
toon strips, “Looney Tunes,” from 
5 to 5:30 p.m., station has hired 
Paul Tripp of “Mr. L. Magination.” 
Tripp, in addition to his midweek 
hosting chores, is due to do a lo- 
cal weekend version of his “Mr. 
I. Magination.” 

Ginger MacManus, kiddie star 
who hosted “Terry Tunes” at 7 
p.m., is being replaced by Claude 
Kirshner. Latter hosted the “Loo- 
ney” strip. 

Concentration on features 
throughout day gives station a 
flexibility to become a spot media 
buy for advertisers, especially 
those of low budgets which here- 
tofore found local tv too exfen- 
sive. The non-“MDM” movie spots 
will sell from $60 to $150. Station 
also is holding its video tape fa- 
cilities as-another lure to the iow 
budget advertiser, promising to 
produce the video co-nmercial at 


More Post-'48’s 


Show Corp. of America, which 
has been selling the “RKO Show- 
cese Package” of 18 features, is 
prepping another cinematic pack- 


age. 

Understood that the outfit has 
first crack on a number of RKC 
post-’48’s which were not included 
in the Matty Fox deal. Additional- 
ly, Show Corp. of America has 
been canvassing indie moties pic- 
ture distributors for additional 














features for the tv market. 





. 

icture 
companies still missing the boat in 
the television field? 

There’s a seven-year-old baby in 
the biz called syndication which is 
now grossing over $100,000,000 an- 
nually and the majors have hardly 
a slice in that pie. Only major 
represented in syndication is Co- 
lumbia’s Screen Gems—and SG is 
no kingpin in the half-hour tele- 
film market-by-market field, al- 
though it’s growing in stature. 

It took a dwindling boxoffice for 
theatrical pix and large studio over- 
head to drive the majors into tele- 
film production. Now, coast stu- 
dios of the majors are humming 
with vidpix production represent- 
ing about $25,000,000 in coin—but 
virtually all of this production is 
geared for network exposure, as 
opposed to sy 

The film giants moved slowly 
into the web telefilm field and the 
forecast is that reluctantly, some 
will move into the syndication field. 
Reasoning for the predicted move 
stems from several factors: 

1. Syndication, unlike national 
selling, isn’t as risky. In national 
selling, if that one sale isn’t made 
on the web, the series is dead. 
With a syndication arm, series 
which don’t make it nationally can 
be put in the market-to-market de- 
partment. 

2. Getting the maximum money 

ential from reruns of a success- 

1 network show can be realized 
better if handled by one’s own 
syndication house. That rerun 
phase was what put Screen Gems 
in the syndication biz years back 
with “Ford Theatre.” 

3. While the sophisticated na- 
tional sponsors and webs might be 
blase about a Metro, or a 20th- 
Fox trademark, the lecal sponsor 
would be excitec if his supermar- 
ket could sponsor a fresh telepix 
series labelled as coming from a 
majer motion picture studio. 

It’s considered likely that the 
move in the syndication biz will 
come gradually, first one company 
and then another, much in the 
same manner as the majors got 
inte national vidpix production. 
Twentieth-Fox has had a produc- 
tion tie-up with Nationa! Telefilm 
Associates in some syndication se- 
ries. With NTA’s takeover by Na- 
tional Theatres and the consequent 
bowout of 20th-Fox in the NTA 
setup, 20th-Fox is a good prospect 
for syndication. 

United Artists Television, the 
United Artists subsid, has definite 
plans to set up a syndication dis- 

(Continued on page 33) 


Report Bud Barry 
In 5-Yr. NTA Deal 


Charles (Bud) Barry, who ankled 
as topper of the MGM-TV opera- 
tion, is understood to have reached 
a deal with National Telefilm As- 
sociates. Reported deal is for five 
ye 


it Are the major motion 





ars. 
As an NTA exec, Barry's area 
of operation would be heavily as- 
sociated with the NTA Film Net- 
work. Web has been the principal 
occupation of NTA board chair- 
man Ely Landau. Reported move- 
over of Barry would clear Lan- 
dau’s desk for other matters. 

Barry is now in Europe visiting 
his daughter who is attending 
school there. Metro and NTA of- 
ficially remain tight lipped about 
the reported deal. 

Barry's resignation will be up 
before the Loew's board, scheduled 
to meet this week, its first confab 
for the new year. Loew's prexy 
Joseph Vogel has been vacationing 
in Florida, but will be up for the 
board meeting. Similarly the Bar- 
pA oe a is subject to board 


approval. 
No decision has been made at 
Loew’s on Barry's replacement. 


i 
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Ed Noble, Whose Dissents Livened 


AB-PT Board 


Last year when Edward J. Noble¢ 


was 75 years old, he was apparent- 
ly still quite chipper and certainly 
quite active in the American 
Broadcasting - Paramount Theatres 
sphere. As the chairman of the 
finance committee of AB-PT, he 
often was the dissenting voice at 
those monthly board meetings, a 
dissenting voice particularly in the 
past two years, since a frontrun- 
ning part in the active manage- 
ment of the tv-radio-motion pic- 
ture theatre company was deprived 
him at the time Robert Kintne: 
was removed as president of ABC 
division, 

Noble, who died, reportedly of 
cancer, last Sunday (28) in his 
home in Greenwich, Conn. after 
an illness of nearly a year, bought 
the old Blue Network from Radio 
Corp. of America, when RCA was 
forced by consent decree to get 
rid of one of its two networks. He 
reportedly paid Gen. David Sar- 


noff & Co. $8,000,000 for Blue, and | 


then turned it into ABC Radio. 


Impressed by a young columnist, 
Robert Kintner, who interviewed 
him shortly after the network 
takeover, Noble hired him toward 
the end of the war as a network 
executive with an ominbus title 
giving him some measure of say 
in a wide variety of network areas. 
It was not too long after that he 
made Kintner prexy of ABC, a job 
Kintner held until two years ago. 


Sessions, Dies at 76 


> 


Continued from page 18 














show that would be promotable or 
that would generate a word-of- 
mouth. For the time being, he and 
his staff are studying the time 
period and mulling the possibili- 
ties. a 

WBBM-TV will be the first to 
take real action in the witching 
hour. Station has been maintain- 
ing a double feature of cinematics 
every night, one ending and an- 
other starting at midnight. Pre- 
viously, the later show has been 
a repository for vintage and weak 
product, but now that it has ac- 
quired the Paramount pix WBBM- 
TV is going to tempt a wee-hours 
audience with stronger titles and 
casts. The experiment will run 
nine days, starting Jan. 4 with 
Cary Grant and Nancy Carroll in 


“Woman Accused.” Subsequent 
shows will include “Moon’s Our 
Home” with Henry Fonda and 


Margaret Sullavan; “Unseen” with 
Joel McCrea and Gail Russell; and 
“Car 99” with Fred MacMurray. 
|Continuance of this policy, of 
|course, depends on how the rat- 


x read in February. 





WBKB for nearly two years has 


| followed its 10 p.m. film with 


“Marty’s Morgue,” an hourlong in- | 


terview show with Marty Faye, 


sports announcers; nor did it get 
(2) an okay for remote control 
(from the studio) for remote con- 
trol of the WINS transmitter nor 
permission to operate studio and 
transmitter from a dual control. 
Conversely, separate engineers 
will be retained at both locales. 
(3) Station must retain regular re- 
lief periods and a maximum board 
trick of 90 minutes followed by re- 
lief time. 

Apart from this, IBEW got a 
$12.50 per man raise per week, 
bringing weekly minimums for en- 
gineers to $185, which is the 
equivalent of the base at WMGM, 
| i 

Meantime, the longtime dickers 
between IBEW and WNTA, in 
Newark, are continuing. There the 
situation is that the station wants 
somewhat similar changes in staff 
duties and IBEW fears they will 
lead to eventual reductions. 


D. GC. ‘Preview’ 
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toral sweep, however, make the) 


future of this—or any other legis- 
lation—confusing this early. 


The usual investigations of con- 


tested elections that mark the be- | 


ginning of a new Congress may 
give rise to more talk of revising 
or doing away with the equal time 
requirement. Pitches will be made 
for “clean elections” bills which 
might include provisos that net- 
works set aside a_ prescribed 


amount of free time for national | 


|candidates. If the past is any in- 
dicator, odds are against enact- 
ment of major legislation in this 


In 1953, Paramount Theatres! which sometimes spills past 12:30 area. 


(which had split—also by consent 
decree — from Par Pictures) and 
ABC merged. Noble then relin- 
quished operating control to be- 
come a director of the new parent 
company, AB-PT. However, upon 
the removal of Kintner from the 
top network pest, some three years 
later by leaders in Paramount, he 
made vigorous efforts to get back 
into the driver's seat. without any 
apparent luck. He was nonetheless 
that continuing, 
voice, in AB-PT. 
Big Business 

Noble was, in addition to his 
radio-tv interests, the board chair- 
man of Beech Nut-Life Savers. In 
1913, eight years after he was 
graduated from Yale, he bought 
(along with partner J. Roy Allen) 
the Life Saver candy company 
from a Cleveland manufacturer 
and thereafter built it into a multi- 
million dollar business. Active in 
philanthrophy for a number of 
years, Noble formed the Edward 
J. Noble Foundation to serve out 
coin from his well-established es- 
tate. In 1938, he became chairman 
of the new Civil Aeronautic Au- 
thority, created by Franklin D. 


(Continued on page 31) 


Yearend Wrapup 
Of Mutual Biz 


For the third consecutive year, 
Quaker State Oil has renewed Mu- 
iual’s “Game of the Day” baseball 
broadcasts. Quaker picked up the 
Saturday games and also inked for 
Frankie Frisch's six weekend five- 
minute spo:tscasts. 

Starting in January, Lanolin Pius 
Co, has signed for a schedule of 
newscasts, alternating 10 five-min- 
ute newscasts one week, with 15 
newscasts the following week. 

The Quaker State Oil and Lano- 
lin biz came on the heels of other 
orders inked by the net. MBS exec 
v.p. Blair Walliser stated that 35% 
of Mutual’s 1958 roster of adver- 
tisers have renewed contracts for 
‘59. Walliser said 24 of Mutual's 
69 clients in '58 have signed '59 re- 
newal orders, 

Year-long campaigns were or- 
dered by Colgate Palmolive, Ex- 
Lax and Hudson Vitamin Corp., 
while projects of shorter periods 
were signed for Benrus Watch Co.; 
Ligget & Myers; Nationa! L. P. Gas 
Council; P. Lorillard; Pharmaceuti- 
cals; Reader’s Digest; R. J. Rey- 
nolds; and Sterling Drug. 


JANET DEAN’S EXIT 
WABC-TV’s (N.Y.) longtime 
“Weather Girl,” Janet Dean, is 
ending her tenure shortly with the 
network flag. 
Station is dickering a replace- 
ment now. ' 











often dissenting | 


a.m. The rating services differ in 
assessing its audience—ARB rat- 
ing it low and Nielsen remarkably 
high—but it has been_selling well 
and will continue indefinitely as 
| the station’s sfgnoff show. 

| WGN-TV had experimented sev- 
eral months ago with a rather 
costly live entry tabbed “Midnight 
Ticker,” but that opus was quickly 


|to Friday nights only. It seems to 
|be holding up well enough its 
single night on the air. Rest of 
the weck the station maintains a 
double feature policy like WRBM- 
TV's, mainly with reruns. 

Except for WBBM-TV’s experi- 
ment with’ upgraded firstruns in 
January, none of the stations is 
ready to splurge for a big show in 
the post-midnight period, but all 
want to flirt with a low-budgeter 
that gives some promise of. pro- 
ducing results. 


——- 
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week, the union said, they “dis- 
covered” that McCaw had em- 
powered station manager Jock 
Fernhead to sign a new contract 
and at that point d'ckers began in 
earnest on both sides. 

What IBEW wanted to avoid in 


by the station, but the 14 men will 
remain on the job and the three 
clauses 
have lowered their strength were 
not changed. Station did not get 
(1) unmanned remotes, except for 
the possibility of one 10-minute 
remote a day by one of the station 


Eidophor, the new projector 
closed-circuit tv, lived up to the 
debut here Saturday (27). 

In the first live color program 


ing colors. 


tific meetings. 


CIBA and built in this country 





reduced from a cross-the-boarder | 


the course of the pact talks was 
the reduction in staff being sought | 


which would ultimately | 





A bill to set up a spectrum space 
study seems to be a good legisla- 
tive prospect. After passing the 
Senate, the proposal died in the 
House during the last session be- 


cause of a controversy over how, 
much representation the military | 


should have on the study Commis- 
sion. 
Hard Liquor Ads 


The perennial bills to outlow 
hard liquor advertising in inter- 
state commerce will be introduced 
and may get more than usual at- 
tention on this 25th anniversary of 
repeal. If anything should come 
of them at all, a compromise limit- 
ing the ban to liquor commercials 
over radio and tv would seem most 
likely. This, again, is highly prob- 
lematical. 

Bills to settle the question of 
baseball's antitrust status will be 
revived, and the outcome could af- 
fect televising of major league 
games. Rival measures in the 
last Congress both made provision 
for agreements between major and 
minor circuits on television with- 
out fear of federal antitrust action. 

And there'll be fresh efforts to 
‘allow televising House hearings. 
+House Speaker Sam Rayburn has 
| always blocked this in the past, but 
more support for throwing hear- 


ings open to cameras is develop- | 


ing each year. 





Washington—National Assn. of 
Broadcasters has named John T. 
| Wilner of Baltimore, engineering 
v.p. for Hearst Corp. stations, as 
| the first recipient of a new award 
for broadcast engineers who make 
outstanding contributions to the 
technical development of radio and 
i television. 











* Eidophor Big Hit at Unveiling 


Washington, Dec. 30. 
which promises to revolutionize 
advance billings at its American 


ever shown publicly by the meth- 


od, the Swiss invention was put through the sternest tests imagin- 
able. The consensus afterward was that Eidophor passed with fly- 


Unveiling took place at Sheraton-Park Hotel ballroom under 
auspices of American Assn. for the Advancement of Science which 
is having its annual convention here. 

Program consisted of abreviated lectures and demonstrations by 
scientists in a studio at the hotel. Projected on a 12 by 16 ft. 
screen, they dealt with color blindness, lens structure and micro- 
biology. In the process, subtle differences in color. vivid contrast 
and fine definition were accurately reproduced. It figures to be a 
cinch for wide educational use at hospitals, universities and scien- 


Its entertainment potential will be exploited by 20th-Fox which 
is financing construction of prototypes for theatres. 
Eidophor projector was developed by the Swiss chemical firm 


by General Electric Corp. It can 


achieve a contrast equivalent to good film projection, using a spe- 
cial oil and the field sequential system of color reproduction. Pro- 
duction models of the color projector, which weighs 800 pounds, 
are expected to cost about $16,000. 

CIBA plans further demonstrations at medical meetings in San 


Francisco next February and April. 
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TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sportcaster Chris Schenkel spending New Year’s Eve with his par- 
ents in Bippus, Indiana, on occasion of their 50th wedding anni... 
Carl Jampel takes over as producer of “County Fair” on NBC-TV with 
Perry Cross upped to exec producer . . . Marian Carr will make her 
NBC-TV “Omnibus” debut on Sunday (4) in “The Oresteia” in support 
of Chris Plummer and Irene Worth . . . Robert Trout, CBS newsman, 
elected prexy of Assn. of Radio-TV Analysts. Bill Downs, CBS News, 
Washington, and John MacVare, UN radio-tv reporter, named veeps. 
Blair Clark, CBS News, elected secretary. and Cesar Saerchinger, 
treasurer. Executive board now includes Quincy Howe, ABC; H. C, 
Kaltenborn, NBC; Leen Pearson, NBC. New members are Don God- 
dard, ABC; Wilson Hall, NBC; Bill Shadel, ABC. Howe is retiring 

rexy. 

. WCBS Radio sales manager Tom Swafford is in the Stamford Hos- 
pital battling severe ulcer attack . . . “Monitor” staff writer Bernie 
a recovering from hepatitus in Flower-Fifth Avenue Hospital . . , 
Bill Leonard celebrates his 13th anni on WCBS Radio today (Wed.)... 
Phil Rizzuto replaces Frank Gifford as commentator of “Sports Time” 
Monday (5) on CBS Radio. Jim Dolan, exec producer of CBS Radio 
Sports, produces the program . . . Russell Lynes is describing the 
“good music” format of WPAT in the January issue of Harper's. . . 
First tv script by AP columnist Hal Boyle, “The Romagen Bridge,” 
will he presented on CBS-TV’s “Twentieth Century” Sunday (4)... 
CBS-TV’s “Your Hit Parade” salutes Rodgers & Hammerstein songs 
Friday (2)... “G-E College Bowl” preems on CBS-TV Sunday (4) 
|with first show originating from Brown Univ., Providence . . . “Top 
Dollar’ emcee Jack Narz off to Florida on biz trip Jan. 10. . . Ruth 
Olay joins guest list on Time Jazz Show, Jan. 7, over CBS-TV with 
Jackie Gleason as host .. . Charles Steinberg, director of info services 
for CBS-TV, back at desk after a week’s holiday . . . Kenneth Groot, 
executive secretary of the N. Y. local of the American Federation of 
Television & Radio Artists, was omitted last week from an article list- 
ing the key men involved for the union in the now-ending AFTRA- 
network dickers; while Groot’s only official title bears a local stamp, 
he is also in the employ of the AFTRA national body, as an eastern 
regional executive . . . Cartoonist Milton Caniff appearing Sunday (4) 
'as initial guest on the newly revised “‘Wonderama,” the Sonny Fox- 
starrer on WNEW-TV .. . Half-hour tribute to the late Robert Donat 
|heard on “London Town,” the WBAI (FM) stanza emceed by Don 
Spark . . . Vernon Goldsmith joined WNEW-TV press department, 
reporting to ad director Ken Klein. 
| Joshua Shelley,-director of last season’s on-and-off-Broadway pro- 
| duction of “Simply Heavenly,” does a thesping stint on WPIX’s “De- 
|coy” Wed., Jan. 21... Evelyn Shoemaker, secretary to NBC Radio's 
Al Capstaff, returns from Florida holiday (5) . . . Peggy Cass set to 
repeat on “Keep Talking” Sunday (4) in addition to her regular chores 
on Jack Paar Show .. . Carole Gilligan, secretary to NBC’s Chuck Hen- 
derson, back at work next week after minor surgery . .. Vernon Gold- 
| smith has joined the WNEW-TV press dept. .. . Marian Carr of CBS 
Radio's “Right to Happiness” cast for “Omnibus” Sunday (4) . . . Herb- 
ert Dodfman named associate producer of “Byline — Monty Hall,” 
which preems over WNEW-TV next week . . . Fred Parson and his wife, 
| Lynn, off for a month's holiday in Mexico City and Acapulco. 
| 


(IN HOLLYWOOD... 


| Tom Calhoun scouted the marts for next season and took back to 
N.Y. for Ayer-client inspection a dozen of the more promising shows 
. . . Tom McCray moved up Jack Kenaston as program manager at 
| KRCA to succeed John Himsey, who crossed over to the NBC network 
|. . . Cliff Gould ended two and a half years as Screen Gems casting di- 
rector ... Ralph Levy moved over to Desilu on loanout from CBS to 
produce the pilot of “Guestward Ho,” to star Vivian Vance . . . West- 
ern States Ad Agencies Assn. picked Palm Springs for its ninth an- 
nual meet .. . Jim Cox, long time with Broadcast Music, made a vee- 
pee of the Glasser-Gailey agency . . . Syd Cassyd back from Hawaii 
where he filmed a tv documentary on the Earle Reynolds atomic pro- 
test incident . . . Arthur Kennedy is producer Jess Oppenheimer’s 
choice for the star role in the Ben Hecht-scripted “Third Command- 











| ment” being taped for Feb. 8 airing on NBC-TV . . . Alvin Cooperman 
has 10 projects on his future‘ slate as executive producer at Screen 
|Gems . . . Court McLeod named administrative manager of ABC-TV's 


| program department. 


(IN CHICAGO... 


| Sun-Times tv critic Paul Molloy got his long-awaited second son on 
| Christmas Day. (The six kids between his first and eighth offspring 
were girls). Wife Helen had sounded the alarm during Midnight Mass 
|. . . Frank Atlass,s WBBM-TV program director, vacationing in Cuba 
|. ne Joyce Graff, daughter of Chi NTA topper E. Jonny Graff, now 
| Working for Lee Armentrout at Talent Inc. . . . Well-known publicist 
Ed Morris has signed on with WTTW, the educational station, as di- 
rector of development . .. Rolf Forsberg has starring role in “Henry 
and the Passing of Time,” original live drama on WTTW tonight 
| (Wed.). WGN-TV did an original drama, “Dead Wrong,” last Sunday 
| (28). . . NBC-TV’s “Queen For a Day” originating here the week of 
| Jan. a - Mark Reinsberg joined WFMT as commercial manager 
|... Don MeNeill’s ABC “Breakfast Club” already set for a week's orig- 
|ination from the Chicago International Trade Fair next July, and 
| WGN-TV will put it’s cameras on the expo . . . Joe Diehl, CBS sports 
writer who for years has been touting his dog of unmatching eyes as 
| @ sorcerer, circulated Christmas cards this year which read, “Yes San- 
ta, there is a Rex the Hex.” 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


WWDC’'s Fred Fiske told his radio listeners to ‘beware of high-cal- 
ory holiday edibles and follow his formula: “I’m on a mental diet— 
wishful Shrinking” . . . Jim Ameche taping a special 55-minute daily 
(Mon.-Fri.) variety show especially for WTOP-AM starting Jan. 5; sta- 
tion has also signed Jim Meyers, pianist and arranger, for a nightly 
55-minute program ... Joe MecCaffrey’s interview-discussion offering, 
“Celebrity Parade,” begins its fifth year on WMAL-TV Jan. 7.. .- 
New northeast territory field rep for National Assn. of Broadcasters 
station relations dept. is John A. Buning, formerly of INS, Mutual and 
ABC . . . WTOP-TV reports Encyclopaedia Brittannica films have 
| Stirred unusually large favorable public relations since they started 
| being screened on “Ranger Hail Show” locally. 
| 
| 


IN BOSTON ... 


_ Hub radio continues in shakeups with disk jock John Bassett ank- 
ling WBZ for WORL this week; Bill Givens, musical dir., and exec 
producer, WBZ, joining WORL as program director and air person- 
ality . . . WILD with an all new lineup of disk jocks, is off on new 
format programming throwing out “mechanical music” and doing re- 
motes from dept. stores with Stam Richards, program mgr. and disk 
jocking ... . Major revision in programming at WEEI . . . Bud Lee, 
| Program mgr. at WEZE, has ankled; current program director is now 
| Ted Forman . . . Tom Russell, WEEI, nabbed sugary comments for his 


| (Continued on page 32) 
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Small World 

The informal chats between en- 
tertainment industry . personalities 
.on video has been instrumental in 
some enlightening moments on 
problems that beset the industry. 
With Ed Murrow moderating of 
“Small World” an intercontinental 
gabfest between Vivien Leigh from 
London, producer Samuel Goldwyn 
from Hollywood and New Yorker 
critic Kenneth Tynan from New 
York, resulted in an entertaining 
session. 

Despite all the natural rancor 
among these divisions of the in- 
dustry, one thing is elemental. 
Everyone in the seer echelons 
has at least one goal—to raise the 
standards in the field, and prob- 
ably elevate the calling from a/| 
craft to an art. 

The gab started on a high level 
of controversy with Goldwyn re- 
marking that Tynan’s review of 
“Flower Drum Song” criticized the 
producers for slotting a Japanese 
in a Chinese role, why then, did 
Miss Leigh, an Englishwoman, re- 
ceive two Academy Awards for a 
portrayal of a southern girl? ‘Ty- 
nan’s explanation which stated 
something about the di<ferent 
characteristics of both groups, just 
didn’t hold water in view of the 
fact that this is virtually an every- 
day operation for an actor of 
quality. 

Of the three roles, it seemed that 
Goldwyn has the greater respon- 
sibility with the problem of creat- 
ing on an extremely high level, and 
yet look out for boxoffice pressures 
as well. Goldwyn said that any 
producer who thinks of the box- 
office only is doomed to failure at 
the _ start. Goldwyn, as was 
pointed out, comes out as the best 
known individual in each of his 
productions, while others labor in 
virtual anonymity. Goldwyn ex- 
plained that he’s not one to put 
millions in any picture and then 
relinquish control to others. 

The show was filled with a lot 
of controversy including the por- 
trayal of the Negro in the forth- 
coming “Porgy & Bess.” Goldwyn 
says that the picture set circa 1900 
portrays the Negro of that era as 
a funloving individual with an al- 
most fantasy-like quality. ¢ 

The brunt of the controversy was 
upon Goldwyn with Tynan getting 
in on the verbal pressure as well. 
Despite the fact that Miss Leigh 
escaped this kind of treatment, 
she came off exceedingly well. 

“Small World” brings out some 
healthy airings on many questions. 
with Murrow rae the gab and 
question up to a galloping tempo 
and steering the discussions into 
exciting channels, Jose. 


Voice of Firestone 

The peg for ABC-TV’s “Voice of 
Firestone” stanza Monday (29) was 
a “Musical tour of Manhattan.” 
With Eartha Kitt, Hildegarde, 
Erroll Garner, Lisa Della Casa and 
Bill Tabbert in the lineup, the 30- 
minute musical tour rolled by at 
an attractive and pleasing pace. 

Framework had the various per- 
formers representing different 
Gotham spots which gave the pro- 
gram fluidity and scope. Eartha 
Kitt, for example, the 
Waldorf-Astoria, where "s cur- 
rently appearing; , the 

ersian Room of the Hotel Plaza; 
Garner, Carnegie Hall; Lisa Della 
Casa, the Metop; and Tabbert, 
Broadway. 

Miss Kitt clicked with “Mem 
Blues” and “C’est Si Bon,” Hi 

arde scored easily with “I'll Be 
ing You” and her trademark 
“Darling, Je Vous Aime Beau- 
coup.” Miss Della Casa gave effec- 
tive readings of a couple of fave 
operatic arias, Tabbert was warmly 
effective with “Younger Than 
Springtime” and “You Are Beauti- 
ful” and Garner jazzed up the key- 
board on “Where Or When” and 
“I Love Paris.” 

Show was hosted by John Daly 
in his usual slick manner and the 
Glenn Osser orch gave it a strong 
musical support. Gros. 





Playhouse 90 

A Christmas ballet-story, “The 
Nutcracker,” done to the music of 
Tchaikowsky, had a couple of 
charming touches on CBS-TV’s 
“Playhouse 90” last Thursday 
night (25), but it was not enough 
to sustain a 90-minute producticn. 
Overall, it was a slow and sac- 
charine show that never man 

to glow with the holiday 
Perhaps the kiddies would 
enjoyed it, but the late evening 
slot was way past the usual bed- 
= hour. ‘ er 
e story of a young lass w 5 
transported to a land 
where peppermint sticks, choco- 
late bars, coffee beans and snow- 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 


SEEEEEAPEEEFEFEFFF FFF FF 444-6064 446444466444644446444 





flakes came alive was told in a 
mix of pantomime and ballet 
idioms, with June Lockhart nar- 
rating the action. The pantomime 
sequences were uniformly dull and, 
unfortunately, comprised the ma- 
jor slice of the time. 


The ballet routines, choreo- 
graphed by George. Balanchine 
and performed by members ‘of the 
N.Y. City Ballet, augmented by a 
large ‘troupe of children, were 
attractive, but presented in a frag- 
mented style. The need to tell a 
literal story in ballet form obvi- 
ously got in the way of the dancer’s 


freedom. The title of the story | bo: 


derived from a nutcracker, in the 
form of a doll, which metamor- 
phosed into a young prince. The 
Tchaikowsky “Nutcracker Suite” 
was the background music. 


_As narrator, Miss Lockhart 
pitched her style of delivery as if 
she were telling a yarn to a group 
of children. It quickly became 
cloying, particularly since her re- 
peated predictions of “amazing ad- 
ventures” for the young heroine 
materialized in routine fairy tale 
stuff. Herm. 


Armstrong Circle Theatre 

The wonderful world of Christ- 
mas, its manifold joys and excite- 
ment, its touching traditions and 
legends were related in true holi- 
day spirit on the “Armstrong 
Circle Theatre” Christmas Eve 
24) over CBS-TV. 

Ordinarily, the program is de- 
voted to full-hour dramatizations 
of actual events, but on this occa- 
sion the sponsors in Yuletide ca- 
hoots with Talent Associates, the 
producers, hit upon the happy 
notion of filling the holiday eve 
viewer’s stocking with a chres- 
tomathy of Christmas stories and 
music. 

The holiday stocking was filled 
with such goodies as Victor Jory’s 
rich reading of Anatole France's 
“Our Lady’s Juggler” and Clement 
C. Moore’s memorable poem, “A 
Visit from St. Nicholas.” Dick 
Van Dyke did two co bits, 
one decidedly unfunny (“Wassail 
Bowl”) but the other, a fine gem of 
pantomime on the problems of 
decorating a Christmas tree. 
Kathie Lee, with her , de- 
livered two effective num- 

, and CBS newsman Doug 
Edwards read the celebrated New 
York Sun editorial of 1897, a reply 
to litle Virginia O’Hanlon’s S- 
tion: Is there a Santa Claus? 

Perhaps the highspots of the 
full-hour devotion to the spirit of 
the.-season were the choral offer- 
ings of the boy choristers from 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church and 
the charming, sophisticated UPA 
film set to the delightful music of 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

Overall title of the program was 
called “A Picture of Christmas” 
and to live up te the full me. 
of the title, the staff introduc 
each segment of the program with 
appropriate prints and — 
of yesteryear. A fine , of re- 
search was performed in _ this 
instance as was the scripting by 
Irve Tunick and the same was 
true of Paul Bogart’s direction. 
“A Picture of Christmas” also be- 
spoke the unerring taste of pro- 
ducer Jacqueline Babbin. 

Armstrong Cork, in keeping with 
the harmony of the program, made 
no effort to sell its products. The 
result was a program to savor, 
to remember and to aaaae > 

‘ans. 





Steve Allen Show 

Year-end quips and an ice-show 
made Steve Allen’s Sunday night 
a Ay + My ony vectent 

4 the emcee’s tele- 
vision predictions for 1959 were: 
“Dinah Shore will do a whole show 
without changing her dress and 
Brigitte Bardot will appear fully 
clothed before a naked audience.” 

Reprised were spoofs of the in- 
terview-in-depth show, the big 
money quiz show and the late Mike 
Todd’s Madison Sq. Garden “birth- 
day party.” While of historical in- 
terest, the dated sketches were 
grim reminders of how tv and show 
business in general are constantly 
subject to changing trends. 

Blades display was topped by 
figure-skating champ Hayes Alan 
Jenkins who impressed with his 
spins and whirls from the rink at 

BC-TV’s Brooklyn studio. Also 
proficient were the skating adagio 
duo of Nancy Lee Parker and Nick 


ed | Powers. Solid comedy relief was 


lied by The Scarecrows, a slap- 
stick quartet from “Ice Follies of 
1959.” Latter’s current Philly 
stand and upcoming date at New 
York’s Garden were duly plugged. 
ally, the ne oy 
harmonized “Breezin’ Along 
the Breeze” from the rink whilst 
songstress. Pat Kirby chirped a 


YEARS OF CRISIS: 1949-1959 
With Edward R. Murrow as chair- 


Richard 
Producer: John F. Day 
Asst. Producers: David Zellmer, 

Robert Skedgell 
Director: Don Hewitt 
60 Mins., Sun., 10 p.m. 
KELLOGG, LEVER BROS. 
CBS-TV from N.Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson, Leo 
Burnett) 

Such long faces on the CBS News 
correspondents who gathered 
round the table Sunday (28) over 
CBS-TV to give their 10th anni 
edition of the state of the unset- 
tled universe. Such _  grimness, 
such unbending formality! Relax, 


ys. 

Edward Murrow, as in past, 
threw the questions at the boys, 
among them Eric Sevareid, Wash- 
ington; Charles Collingwood, Lon- 
don; David Schoenbrun, Paris; 
Winston Burdett, Middle East; Ern- 
est Leiser, e Europe, Peter 
Kalischer, Far East, Richard Hot- 
telet, Latin America, and Paul 
Niven, Russia. 

Nothing sensational came out 
of the world looksee. Basically it 
was a recap of what they've been 
saying all along—look out for Rus- 
sia, look ou* for China, look out 
for Arab nationalism, look out for 
a trade war in Europe, look out for 
a possible World War III, etc. 

Correspondents also appraised 
outstanding events in the past 10 
years and what’s ahead for the 
next decade. Sevareid, most pun- 
gent of the lot, thought there might 
be a Hilton Hotel on the moon un- 


der Russian pest: oN 
saw a sharper ‘or west- 
3 frightening pono of fol 
a - on 

ina; ood saw Africa in 
greater aval; Schoenbrun en- 


visioned France without any colo- 
What was desperately missing 
from “Years of Crisis” roundup was 
more controversy, more i ting. 
One wanted less stuffy recitations, 
more difference of opinion, more 
snapping at each other, less pundit- 
ing, more punching. Rans. 


BLUE RIBBON JURY 
With Ross Martin, Charles Mere- 


dith » 

Producer: Charles Irving 
Director: Bill States 

60 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
FELIX CHEVROLET 
KTLA, Hollywood 

Cameras have been poking re- 
creatively in most of the chambers 
of justice with apparent success to 
appease the curiosity and satisfy 
the interest of those who know 
about their modus operandi only 
through what they read in the 
papers. There must be a fascina- 
tion by the very name of it—blue 
ribbon jury—and this series will 
take KTLA lookers into the sacro- 
sanct precinct vicariously and by 
proxy of the televisior peepholer. 
For an apener it sufficed its pur- 
~~ yet there wasn't 

matic meat to feast the hunger- 
ing eyes. 

That the cases will be authentic 
recreations of actual transcripts is 
more f. than the real 
thing. Actors do a much better 
acting job than the This 


playback of what in a 
grand jury room and how criminal 
indictments are had to do 


returned 
with the bribe of a county liquor 
control official, blackmail and the 
murder of a police officer. For a 
warmup it filled out the hour fairly 
i but the legalistics 
peeves A and Felix Chevrolet 
roke in too often to further 
slacken the tempo. There could 
have been a better choice of case 
material despite ny ny pK ing 
packagers to give it rip 

sinew. The curiosity factor, how: : 
ever, have overcome the def- 
icits and once off and running 
after a few heats the series may 
catch on as have other courtroom 
dramas. It has lively prospects. 

The credits supplied by KTLA 
list only Ross Martin as the as- 
sistant d.a. and Charles Meredith 
as the jury chairman. For Martin 
it was a sweat-out although he 
seemed to use a script instead of 
cue cards or teleprompter. He han- 
dled the part well, however, if not 
in league with the Perry Masons and 
other more lished prosecutors. 
Minor uncredited roles were de- 
serving of at least passing mention. 
Producers are Charles and 
Hal Cooper and director is Bill 
States. ey may have a good one 
going for them Helm. 





listenable “Moonlight in Vermont” 
from a prop sled. Louis Nye, Don 
Knotts and Pat Harrington Jr., all 
regulars in the Allien stable, 
clicked handily in a New Year’s 
resolution “Man in the Street” bit. 

Allen, who long ago won his ver- 
satility diploma, donned skates for 


THE FACE OF RED CHINA 
Wen Gereld Clash, Wile Comm 


Cameraman: Rolf Gilhausen 
casino RS 
“The Face of Red China” ranks 
as one of the most important docu- 
mentaries ever offered on televi- 
sion. Via a superb film, the Com- 


munist-directed upheaval in the 
lives of a half-million e on the 
China mainland was with 


a vivid, and sometimes terrifying, 
concreteness. Since U.S. corre- 
spondents are net permitted into 
Red China (by a kind of mutual 
agreement of the US. 


for this CBS al News Show 
Unit production as supplied 7. 
skilled German a A 


Gilhausen, whi Gerald Clark, 
Montreal Star reporter who did a 
long hitch .in China, backed up 
with a perceptive narration. 
Primarily, the show made the 
newspaper stories about the forma- 
tion and operation of the 
communes come alive. For the 
first half, the film focussed on the 
Chinese countryside, showing the 
mobilization of men, women and 


children into 
society dri towards industrial- 
ization. The new tempo of Red 


China’s existence was suggested by 
shots of the peasant masses strain- 
ing to build dams, blast furnaces 
and eo And ~—- and over 
again, the documen accented 
the campaign of the Chinese Com- 
munists to whip the people 
line through an unremitting propa- 
ganda din. 

The second half of the show 
showed life in the Chinese city 


f 


so rigor- 
accent was 


E 


in Pe where intellectuals and 
tical were undergo- 

a treatment. An- 
clip showed a vast 

Manchurian mill in operation. 
Clark's tary was meas- 


introducing Clark and asking some 
questions between the  ~ 


PROLOGUE 1959 
With John Daly, 
Robert Fleming 


Quincy Howe, 
gan, Yale Ni Bill Shadel, 
Bob Sturdevant, John Secondari, 
Ray Falk 
Writer: Al Mann 
60 Mins., Sun. (28), 9:30 p.m. 
ABC-TV, from New York 
“Prologue 1959” was presented 


iby the ABC news staff on televi- 
she Sunday (28 


wrapup, “Years 

came to mind in vi John Daly 
& Co. was that the ABC’ers, 
following their review of the year’s 
big news events, were rather re- 
stricted by the amount and quality 
of film available in the various 
nstances. 


i 
As it turned out, the domestic 
ation, on 


Ey 


Adams, on rocket 
interesting and even better han- 
dled — rome B. by old and 

e e, 
etc. ere was apparently more 
and better film footage available 
in the coverage of domestic crises, 
which only seems natural, 


i 


there are no or political 
a against the pho- 
togs here. Also, there was factor 
that the ABC reporters handling 
the American yarns, men like Don 

Morgan and Bill 


Shadell, were more effective, 
simply as personalities, before the 


tv cameras overseas 
counterparts, for the 
simple reason at home 


most of the time, they have had 
more time learning front-of-camera 
technique. Many of the other re- 
rs, all of wi seemed to 
show fair to excellent — 4 of 
their subject material, ered 
from a disturbing dependence on 
the idiot board. Even as their faces 
moved, their eyes sores glued on 
that prompter, which may 
even n a shade out of line with 
that camera, because even dead-on 
camera their eyes appeared vague- 
ly awry. 

With such limitations as news- 
film availability and camera ex- 
perience of correspondents to miti- 
gate the effectiveness of 
annual “Prologue,” it might be- 
hoove administrator Daly; who 
himself was a dignified, measured 


7 





this outing. Let's say he parred 





the course. Gilb. 


host for the hour, to alter the 
format. Art. 


where the commune principal has | with 


tition to Bs tv" Jearend for 
ion s 
pane na of Crisis.” What 


news stories—on ecerem 
November’s election, Sherman 
ry—were more 


THE YEAR GONE BY 
With Howard K. Smith, moderator; 

Martin Gainsbrugh, Dr. James B. 

Conant, David Dietz, Phil 

Coombs, Louw Kronenberger, 

Bosley .Crowther, Irving Kolo- 

din, Clifton Fadiman, Emily Ge- 

nauer, Nat Hentoff, Merrill Pue- 
nitt, Ed James, Russell Lynes 
Producer: William Weston 
Director: Vern Diamond 
120 Mins., Sun. (28), 2:30 p.m. 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

“The Year Gone By” as present- 
ed on CBS-TV last Sunday after- 
noon (28) represented an ambitious 
undertaking by the network's pub- 
lic affairs department. with two 
hours of programming (2:30 to 
4:30) preempted to permit this 
assessment of America’s arts, sci- 
ences and humanities. About a 
dozen astute observers and author- 
ities were rounded up to expertize 
on this 120-minute round-robin of 
gab. But for reasons perhaps best 
known to itself, CBS in one fell 
swoop dissipated the potential 
pulling power ard impact of the 
io in its “opening curtain” 
r. 


With a lot of provocative and 
even scintillating talk in the offing, 
the chose to kick off wit 
a nearly 20-minute sumup of busi- 
ness and finance in ‘58 (by Martin 
Gainsbrugh of the National Indus- 
trial Conference). That it belonged 
on this particular show was in it- 
self questionable. What ensued was 
a dull and dry rehash of charts and 

(so frequently told and re- 
) that must have invited some 
wholesale tuneouts or switchovers. 
To hold an audience through two 
hours of talk, talk, talk uires 
some pretense at showmanship, or 
call it proper pacing. To start off 
the driest and most chart- 
heavy discussion (through no par- 
ticular fault of Gainsbrugh) was a 
reversal of hepness. 

It’s all the more regrettable be- 
cause of what followed. For ex- 

, those who “survived” 

a ce were treated 2S ae 

esting wrapups as 

Howard science editor David 
Dietz’s discourse on science and 
medicine; educator - diplomat Dr. 
James B. Conart on education; 
Time Magazine's Louis Kronen- 
on the theatre; N. Y. Times’ 
Crowther on the films; 

N. Y. Herald Tribune art editor's 
Emily Genauer on paintings, and 
Clifton Faidman on a ll had 
something to say and they said it 
well. Other participants included 
Irving Kolodin, m editor of the 
Natioz (classical music): Nat Hen- 
Panitt sed’ Broadcasting Mage: 
an ro - 

tine’s Ed James on television and 
radio; “hil Coombs of the Fund for 
the Advancement on Education on 
Education and Harper Magazine's 
Russell Lynes (on fads and fash- 
ions). Howard K. Smith moderated, 
occasionally injecting some q & a's. 

With the exception of some 
slides, graphs and charts, there 
was little attempt to embellish the 
Program with added visual values. 
As.such it could have served just 
as well as a yearend summation 
radio. Rose. 


PROJECTION ’59 
(NBC Kaleidoscope) 


With Frank McGee, moderator; 
I R. Levine, Cecil Brown, 
J C. Harsch, Welles Han- 

Edwin Newman, John Rich, 
Carma ar Rapes, Ry 
apiow, 
, Pa erick. 
Predudcer: 


Bireaer aes Pen” 
60 Mins., Sun. GB), 5 

A p.m. 
NBC-TV, from N.Y. 

The mixed-up state of world af- 
fairs was reflected quite accurately 
Sunday (28) as a panel of a dozen 
NBC correspondents from over- 
seas and the U.S. tried to assess 
the year to come on “Projection 


'59” over NBC-TV. It was a stimu-. 


Technically, it was a surprising- 
ly poor job. There were no shots 
of the men as a group. There was 
no individual identification of the 

pants, except via moderator 

rank McGee, who tended to con- 

duct the meet on a first-name basis, 

The camerawork was static, which 

on shows like this can be both an 
advantage and a disadvantage. 

Though the give-and-take on the 
program provided a lot of food for 
thought, and was remarkably can- 
did, the “sensation” of the hour 
was Welles Hangen, NBC's Caire 
man, who launched into a big de- 
fense of Nasser. He advocated 
American use of Arab nationalism 
as a bulwark against Communism, 
“You want to let a a F 
over?” asked David Brinkley, 


s| “There are many thugs around, as 


ou must know, coming from 
ashington,” shot back 

One of the men then 

that Hangen had been looking toe 





(Continued on page 33) 
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And in the daytime? ABC-IVs ratings for the 7th and 8t1 
Daybreak are up 30% over the pre 














*Nielsen Average Audience per minute all 
sponsored programs, Sunday through Saturday, 
7:30-10:30 P. M., NYT. for 2 weeks ending Dec- 


ember 6, 1958 vs. same period one year ago. 


** Nielsen Average Audience per minute, Mon- 
day through Friday, 11:00 A.M.- 4:00 P M.(local 
time) for 2 weeks ending December 6, 1958. 


easels 


weeks of Operation ABC TELEV SION - 
vious Nielsen Report: 











— 


mm) 


26 TV-FELMS VARIETY Wednesday, December 31, 1958 








anieTy’s weekly chart ts based on the 22 major markets reguiarly reported by Tele- 
VARIETY -TELEP ULSE CITY-BY-CITY P ROGRAM CHART. poe sae — & in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S markets, covered 























over the —— a@ year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Vaniety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as wel! as network and live programs, in each 
market. top top i0 multi-weekly heading, the (t) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 
SAN FRANCISCO- OAKLAND Stations: KGO, KPIX, KRON, KTVU. TY Homes: 817,700. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958, 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS © AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30).......... KPIX $4.2 , 
> . 1. Sea Hunt (Tues. ar KRON.... Ziv 23.9 41| People’s Choice ........KPIX 15.5 
% © Maveriek (Sun 7:20-8:30) ....--. EGO, 6315) s. Francisco Beat (Sat. 9:30)...... : KPIX...-- CBS 229  36|Cimarron City ......... KRON 199 
be gg RR KRON 29.9! 3° Highway Patrol (Tues. 6:30)........ KRON.... Ziv oe | CAM... :.....nteus KPIX 125 
eee caves. 7:20-8:20)... KGO = 29.7 4. Mike Hammer (Mon. 10:30) .._..... KRON.... MCA 172  42|Big Movie ..........-. KPIX 154 
Tees cr ee nravel (Sat. 8:200), -KEIX 202) § MatMousle’s Relders (Sat. 10:00)... .KPIX..... Ziv 162  32|Cimarron City .......... KRON 189 
a. Laren et yiclis Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9)..KRON 27-8) 5, Seience Fiction Theatre (Tues. 10:30) KRON. «Ziv 162  41|Big Movie ..............KPIX 157 
a piretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30)....KRON 269] ¢  Pogple’s Choice (Tues. 7:00)......... PIX. .... ABC 155  27/Sea Hunt | _......... KRON 239 
9. Roy Rogers (Sun, 00:10:00) Pike NGO sea] 7 U. & Marshal (Thurs. 7:00)..°...... KRON.... NTA 13.5  25|6 O'Clock Movie -...... KGO 189 
4 A ge 2 LET Wye ; vorce i ; 1/{6 OCI aS <G 10.3 
10. Lineup (Fri. 9:00-9:30)............. KPIX 25.9 8. Di Court (Sat. 6:00)........... KRON.... Guild 13.0 3 Aon an swept Lat = 
9. Official Detective (Sun. 10:30)......KRON.... NTA 12.9  32/What’s My Line ........ KPIX 172 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS —AV./19. Decoy (Tues. 630)... TSE Kprx. ..1) Official 125  26| Highway Patrol ........ KRON 215 
RK. PROGRAM—-DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|10. Medic (Wed. 7:00)... ........... “RRON.... CNP 125 23 Boxing caters EGO) 255 
10. State Trooper (Sun. 9:00)........... ar MCA 2. oy ogers” cies» alease ae <RO! € 
1. {Big Movie (M-F 10:00-11:30) ...... KPIX 152}11. Honeymooners (Sun. 7:00) ......... KRON.... CBS 122 23|Lassie ................KP'X 219 
2. +6 O'Clock Movie (M-F 6:00-7:30)....KGO —_ 14.0/12. Dr. Hudson (Wed. 10:30).....i......KRON.... MCA 120  32|Big Movie... ........ KPIX 190 
3. “NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30)........ KRON 11.5/13. Big Story (Mon. 6:30) .............. KRON.... Flamingo 119  25| 6:00 O'Clock Movie...... KGO 18.5 
% {zeeere L- OS HON 115/14. Seience In. Action (Mon. 7:00)....... KRON.... ITC 11.7 20/6:00 O'Clock Movie... KGO 19.4 
e -F 6:00-6:15)... ...... 0/15. Po (Men-Fri, B:15)... ..0.5¢0.. ON.... UAA 115 44/{ American Bandstand . 10 65 
5. *CBS News (M-F 6:15-6:30) ........ KPIX 10.8 > “ieee peta —_ ) Early Show . _... KPIX 53 
6. {Amos ’n’ Andy (M-F 6:00-6:30) ....KTVU 10.6 15. Silent Service (Sat. 7:00)........... KRON.... CNP 115 24|Perry Mason ........... KPIX 21.7 
> tNews, Sports De (M-F' 6:00-6:15) KPIX, 105/16. Kingdom Of The Sea (Sat. 5:30)...-.KRON.... Guild 112 41)Early Show oo... KPIX 7.0 
. Desk (M- ) 3116. Rescue Eight (Wed. ev viiies ee ON....Screen Gems _ 11. 5 | 6:00 O'Clock Movie. .... KGO 14:9 
8. *Price Is Right (M-F 10-10:30 am.) KRON 103 maples seaaplpareg _ : 








MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL Stations: KMSP, KSTP, WCCO, WTCN. TV Homes: 385,200. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 




















TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:30)....... WCCO....U. S. Borax 29.0 52|MacKenzie's Raiders ....KSTP 16.0 

1. Loretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30)...... KSTP 33:5| 2 Highway Patrol (Mon. 9:30)......... Ss Ziv 23.7 37|9 O’Clock Movie......... KMSP 17.2 
——_ wae, “~- ye seeseaume bag = 3. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30).......... KSTP.....MCA 20.5 $2 i Garry Moese 2; .. 6vcsss- wcco 25.2 
‘ je uns eee ‘9| 4. Whirlybirds (Sun. 9:30)............. 3, CBS 19.5 31] What’s My Line......... KSTP 25.2 
en tee teen aa eee eee] & Belpe 16 (ress, 18:20......... ...KSTP.....CNP 17.0 47|Movie Spectacular ...... WICN 92 
6. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30-9:00)....... wcco 28.2| 6. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:30)............. WwCcco....UAA 16.6 56 Mickey Mouse Club...... WTCN 6.8 
7. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 7:00-8:00) ........ wcco 27.2| %. Mackenzie’s Raiders (Sat. 9:30)...... ESTP..... Ziv 16.0 28 | Death Valley Days....... wcco 29.0 
> eg Le ieee €30-0:08). .. WCCO 26.9| 8 Annie Oakley (Sat. 5:30)............ KSTP.....CBS 15.5 51) Championship Bowling ..WCCO = 8.5 
10. Phil Silvers (F.i. 8:00-8:30) ........ WCCO 262] % Wild Bill Hickok (Sat. 11:00 a. m.). .wWCCo....Screen Gems 15.0 67 | True Story ............. KSTP 49 
19. Roy Rogers (Sun. 8:00-9:00)........ KSTP 26.2|10. Big Ten Highlights (Mon. 10:30)..... po ae Sports-TV 14.7 36 + ty pale ir eiaet = "7 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Woody Woodpecker (Wed. 5:00).....WCCO.... Kellogg 14.3 47| American Bandstand ....WTCN 8.4 

; ¢ 12. Flight (Wed. 9:30)................ KSTP..... CNP 14.2 23/U.S. Steel Hour ........ Wwcco 272 

Shwe’ Beeson CGF 1015050). ROTP © aaa /18, Sky King (Sat, 11:30 am).......... WCCO. ... Nabisco 13.9  72|Detective’s Diary ....... KSTP 3.5 
3. +tPepeye (M-F 5:30-6:00) wcco 16.6}14. Superman (Thurs. 5:00) .... ..WCCO.... Flamingo 13.8 49} Texas Rangers .......... WTCN 6.8 
. tasel Aud Hie Doe (a 10:00-19: 15). a oy 15. Mr. District Attorney (Wed. 10:30)..KSTP..... Ziy 13.5 39|Movie Spectacular ...... WTCN 99 
5. *CBS News (M-F 6:15-6:30). .... WCCO —‘13.1| 16 Burns and Allen (Mon. 7:00) .... WTCN....Screen Gems 12.7 24| Restless Gun ........... KSTP 18.5 
5. tWea., S (M-F 10:15-10:30).... WCCO  =13.1/17. U.S. Marshal (Fri. 10:30) sink « AEP 00s NTA 124 33|Mike Hammer .......... wcco 10.0 
&. tNews- (M-F 6-6:15) WCCO 12.5/18. If You Had A Million (Mon. 9:00)...WTCN.... MCA 12.2 18|Arthur Murray ......... KSTP 245 
(Aa Sie eee Fores OFF 13-201). WCCO = 11.8 | 19. Might Court (Thurs. 10:30)......... WCCO.... Banner 122  33|Ten-Four ...........+... KSTP 92 
8. +News Picture (M-F 6:00-6:15) “KSTP 11.6! 20. Unexpected (Sat. 10:30) ........... KSTP..... Ziv 11.7 29| Movie Spectacular ...... WTCN 13.7 





COLUMBUS Stations: WBNS, WLW-C, WTVN. TV Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 




















TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Sea Hunt (Mon. 7:30). POSTTEST) = | EEE a 29.2 53| Name That Tune........ WTVN 145 

2. Casey Jones (Tues. 7:00). ........... WTVN....Screen Gems 24.9 49| | Looking With Long....WBNS 20.3 

1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WBNS 41.5 ce J ees WBNS 19.7 
2. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ WTVN 40.2| 3. Death Valley Days (Sun. 9:30)....... WBNS....U. S. Borax 24.2 36 | Roy Rogers.<s........... WLW-C) 28.5 
3. Sugarfoot (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ....... WTVN 38.2; 4. San Francisco Beat (Wed. 7:00)..... WTVN....CBS 22.9 45 {ica With Long....WBNS 21.0 
4. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)... ..WBNS 36.5 CB, soos WBNS 20.3 
5. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10) WBNS 35.9; 5. Boots and Saddies (Sat. 10:30)...:..WBNS.... CNP 22.7 44 | Something Different ....WTVN 22.2 
5. Real MeCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00).....WTVN 35.9| 6. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:30).....WTVN.... Kellogg 22.2 56 | { News, Sports ..........WLW-C 8.7 
6. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) .......... WTVN_ 32.9 2 NBC News ...........WLW-C 9.3 
7. Perry Como (Sat. 8:00-9:00)........ WLW-C  32.7| 7. Highway Patrol (Wed. 8:30) ........WBNS.... Ziv 19.5 30| Ozzie and Harriet....... WTVN 25.2 
8. Phil Silvers ‘Fri. 9:00-9:30). ........WBNS 32.5, 8. Our Miss Brooks (Sun. 6:30)........ WBNS.... CBS 19.2 42| Best of MGM........... WLW-C_ 13.9 
9. Perry Mason (Sai. 7:30-8:30)........ WBNS $2.2| 9. -Gray Ghost (Fri. 7:30) ............. WBNS.... CBS 18.5 36| Rin Tin Tin .. .-..WTVN 19.5 
10. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 7:00)........... WTVN....CBS 18.2 41/| § Looking With Long. ... WBNS 19.7 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS ; ; eS eae Se WBNS 19.3 

11. State Trooper (Fri. 7:00)............ WTVN....MCA 17.9 42| § Looking With Long....WBNS 20.7 

1. +tLeoking With Long (M-F 7:00-7:15) WBNS 20.7 a i” eee WBNS 20.3 
2. *CBS News (M-F 7:15-7:30). .. WBNS 20.1|12. If You Had A Million (Sat. 6:30)..... WBNS.... MCA 15.5 34 | Midwestern Hayride ....- WLW-C - 17.9 
2. +News-Pepper, Wea. (M-F 11-11:15). WBNS 20.1} 13. Amos ’n’ Andy (Tues. 7:30) ........ WBNS.... CBS 15.2 2S | GUGRTIOEE ois. «oc ec ces WTVN 37.5 
3. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 4:30-5:30)...WTVN 12.8;14. Judge Roy Bean (Mon. 6:30) ....... WTVN....Screen Craft 149 ST | THAMES CNS. ok 00s ones. WBNS 17.5 
4. ?{Flippo-Clown (M-F 5:00-6:00) ..... WBNS 11.4|15. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:30)....WTVN....Screen Gems 14.5 43 | Woody Hayes ........... WBNS 11.5 
5. *As The World Tur’s (M-F 1:30-2) . WBNS 11.2;15. Mama (Sun. 6:00) 2 ..+s+..WBNS.... CBS 14.5 G21 Best Gime... 55. st WLW-C 149 
6, *Mickey Mouse Club (M,W,F 5:30-6) WTVN 11.1|16. Cisco Kid (Tues. 6:00) ............. WTVN.... Ziv 14.2 Jt 6 eae WBNS 9.5 
7. *Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 am.)..WLW-C  11.0/16. Harbor Command (Fri. 10:30)....... WTVN.... Ziv 14.2 27| Person To Person....... WBNS 22.2 
8 +News, Wea, (M-F 11:00-11:15) .... WLW-C  10.9/16. MacKenzie’s Raiders yd 30)... WBNS.... Ziv 14.2 27 | Leave It To Beaver...... WTVN 22.5 
9. tCasper Capers (M-F 3:30-4:30) ... WTVN 10.6'17. Superman (Wed. 6:30) . .WBNS.... Flamingo 13.9 39 ' Jeff's Collie .. .........WBNS 13.5 





SPOKANE Stations: KHQ, KREM, KXLY. TV Homes: 82,300. Survey Dates: October 13-20, 1958. 























TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Sat. 7:00)....... EBO..« i... U. S. Borax 32.5 57|Command Performance ..KREM 12.8 

2. State Trooper (Thurs. 7:30)......... 1: MCA 31.0 49| { Leave It To Beaver....KREM 15.8 

1. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30) ..... KHQ 34.8 Little Women ......... KXLY 158 
2, People Are Funny (Sat. 7:30-8:00)... KHQ 34.3| 3. Kingdom of the Sea (Tues. 6:30)..... KXLY.... Guild 29.3 46| {Front Page ........... KH@Q 23.5 
3. Texan (Mon. 7:00-7:30) ............ KXLY 33.8 NBC News ........ -:- KHQ 24.5 
4. Wagen Train (Wed. 7:30- 8:30)...... KHQ 32:6| 4. Sky King (Sat. 10:00 am.) .........KHQ...... Nabisco 27.8 100|No Competition ......... — _ 
5. Lassie (Sun. 7:00-7:30) .......... KXLY 32.3| 5. Twenty Six Men (Tues. 7:00)....... KREM.... ABC 27.3 42| December Bride ........ KXLY 203 
5, Sugarfoot (Tues. 7:30-8:30).......... KREM 32.3; 5. Whirlybirds (Mon. 7:30) _........ ae CBS 27.3 41/| Father Knows Best...... KXLY 308 
6 Maverick (Sat. 7:30-8:30) .......... KREM ‘31.5, 6. Highway Patrol (Thurs. 7:00)....... BuG::.... Ziv 26.0  42/|Rendezvous With Adv....KXLY 19.3 
3. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. es KHQ 31.3| 7. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:00)..._...,.... Sere Ziv 25.8 38} Playhouse 90 ........... KXLY 21.3 
8. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9: -KREM 31.0| 8. Sheriff of Cochise (Fri. 9:30)........ KXLY.... NTA 25.3 38/77 Sunset Strip......... KREM 23.0 
9. Father Knows Best (Mon. 730-8: 00) KXLY 30.8] 9. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 4:30)............ KREM.... UAA 248 66) Matinee on 6 ......... KHQ 84 
. y 4 i . ee. Al 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 10. Danger Is My Business (Wed. 7:00).. KHQ .....CNP 243 © 45/ onsial so 5 BEEN. KREM 188 

11. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:00) . KREM.... Kellogg 23.3 43|5 O'Clock Movie —_.- .-KHQ 17.3 

1. *Mickey Mouse Club (M-F 5:30-6). KREM  27.0|12. 49’er Football Highlights (Sat. 1:00) KHQ...... Tel-Ra 22.3 55|Saturday Showcase .....KREM 10.3 
2. {Popeye, (M-F 4:30-5:30)............ KREM 248/13. Annie Oakley (Sot. 6:00). ........ KXLY.... CBS 203  45|Casey Jones ............ KHQ 13.8 
3° News (M-F 6:45-7:00) ........ KHQ 20.8\14. P.C.C. Football Highligitts (Sat. 4:30) KHQ ares Sports-TV 168 Gite Mee cS KXLY 138 
4. Front Page (M-Th 6:30-6:45)....... KHQ 19.1 | 15. Se Sieny (Wed. 7:30)°.....,.. REM.... Flamingo 18.3 30) Wagon Train ........... KHQ 33.5 
5. +News, Mise. (T-F 10:30-10:45)...... KHQ 15.6 | 15. ers of Fortune (Thurs. 10:00)... KRLY. ... MCA 18.3 37| Groucho Marx ........ ""KHQ 25.3 
6 tNewsbeat (W-F 6:30-7:00) ......... KREM 15.1|16, Burns and Allen (Thurs. 7: 00)......KREM.... Screen Gems 17.3 28 | Highway Patrol ......... KH 26.0 
-% *@ueen For A Day (M-F 2:00-2:30) . KHQ 15.0|16. Mike Hammer (Tues. 7:00).......... KHQ...... MCA 17.3 27|Twenty Six Men......... KREM 273 
%. *Truth er Conse. (M-F 12 Nn.-12:30) KHQ 14.6|16. Rescue 8 (Mon. 7:00) ..............KHQ.... | Screen Gems 173 29| Texan 2? gallinaesicta KXLY 33.8 
9. Rk (M-F 10-10:30 a.m.) .KHQ 142/16, Silent Service (Sun. 4:30) _.... «+... KHQ-.... CNP 173 55| Bowling Stars .........- KREM 9.0 
10. Is Yours (M-F 2:30-3:00).. KXLY © 13.9!16. Star Performance (Sat. 8:00)........ KREM.. .. Official 173 25'Perry Como ...........KHQ 26.8 
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VARIETY -‘TELEPULSE CITY-BY-CITY PROGRAM CHART, VA's weekly chart ts based on the 22 major markets regularly reported Oy Tele 


Pulte each month, m addition 1 189 other T 
over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. Tne Vamety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live progra:ns, in each 
market. Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (t) stands for local programming and the (*) for network shows. 
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BOSTON Stations: WBZ, WHDH, WNAC. TV Homes: 878,100. Survey Dates: 4 Weeks Ending Nov. 14, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
30-8: 1. Jeff’s Collie (Tues. 7:00)............ WBZ......ITC 24.2 47| Political Film .......... WNAC_ 185 
1 reeets Young (Sum. 10-00-1030). Wee 384] &. Cede 3 (Sat. 10:30). IIE WNAaG. Hal Roach 222 ==‘ 55| Cimarron City .......... WBZ 125 
3. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9: 30-10: 00). “WNAC 32. 3. Sheriff of Cochise (Sun. 6:30) onan WNAC....NTA 21.2 49/| Casey Jones ........... WBZ 16.3 
: i d. ‘5! 4° Gray Ghost (Wed. 7:00). obo ss eo CBS 20.5 47/| { Patti Page ........... WNAC_ 147 
4. Price Is Bight (Wed. 8:30-0:00) = ..WBZ 31.9 Political Film’......... WNAC 150 
Sere oko (Sat 10001080) on WAAC = 30-9) 5. Silent Service (Fri. 7:00)...........WBZ......CNP 20.2  47| Political Film ......... WNAC 152 
7. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00) ..... WNAG 30.5) 6, Highway Patrol (Sat. 7:00).......... .. er Ziv 19.5 46| Mike Hammer ...WNAC 14.2 
8 Denny Shomen (lon, 0:00-0:30) Wa sen| % Comenier (Tears. 9:08)............. WNAC....MCA 192  46| If You Had A Million ... WRZ 14.5 
. nan WHDH  sa3| 7. Twenty Six Men (Sun. 7:00)... 222... WBZ...... ABC Re gle rr WNAC 202 
; ten ae ee waz 9.0| 8. Official Detective (Mon. 7:00)....... WBZ ..... NTA 179  45|Dr. Hudson . ..s..WNAC 142 
. Accepts 29.0! §. Superman (Fri. 6:30)........... ....WNAC.... Flamingo 179 47 Boston pMovietime Seid WRZ 153 
ews, es <seseeewe 3. 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV.| 9. Sky King (Wed. 6:30)............... WNAC.... Nabisco 17.5 43| { Boston Movietime ..... WRZ 193 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG. ) News, Wea. -saeee . WBZ 18.7 
9. State Trooper (Sun. 10:30)..........WNAC....MCA 17.5 33 | What’s My Line ....... WHDH 189 
1. +News, Wea. (M-F 6:45-7:00) . WBZ 169 10. Annie Oakley (Tues. 6:30)...... eee» WNAC....CBS 16.5 41 a ses was Ly 
2. {Boston Movietime (MF 5:00-6:45). .WBZ  16.7|11. Casey Jones (Sun. 6:30)............. WBZ .... Screen Gems 163  37/Sheriff of Cochise --.... WNAC 212 
3. iNews, Wea 11:15) ..... WBZ 15.8) 12, Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:30)....WNAC....Screen Gems 15.9 43) { Boston Movietime .....WRZ 173 
4. SGuiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00) _. WNAC 14.7 News. Wea. eae. WBZ 170 
5. “Search Tomorrow (M-F 12:20-12:45) WNAC = 14.3/ 12, Wild Bili Hickok (Mon. 6:30)........WNAC....Screen Gems 15.9 46) { Boston Movietime ..... WRZ 153 
6. *Late News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15). WNAC 14.2 News, Wea. Ww 150 
r a co, 4-5:30) .WHDH 13.7/13. wWhiriybirds (Sun. 6:00)............ WBZ..... CBS 155  -86|Cinema 7 18.5 
ad Bl (0-12:30) _..WNAC = 13.4/ 14, Death Valley Days (Thurs. 10:30)....WBZ ..... U. S. Borax 15.2 $1/ Playhouse 90 .... 27.2 
a a a — +4 8-8:45 am.) WNAC 129/45° Patti Page (Wed. 7:00)............. WNAC....Screen Gems 14.7 34/Gray Ghost 207 
0. Early Show (M-F 5:00-6:30) WNAC  12.1!16. If You Had Million (Thurs. 7:00)..... WBZ .... MCA 145  34'Crusader 19.2 
SE ATTLE Stations: KING, KIRO, KOMO, KTNT, KTVW. TV Homes: 258,900. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS : 
: 1. Silent Service (Fri. 7:00)........... KING ....CNP 28.0  46|Boxing ................. KOMO 202 
1. Walt Disney Presents (Fri. 8:00-9:00) KING §38.5| 2° Highway Patrol (Thurs. 7:00)..... ..-KOMO.... Ziv 25.2 /42| Citizen Soldier ......... KING 15.7 
2. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30) ~~ ...... KING _— 36.2! 3. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00)......KING..... U. S. Borax 245 44/Texan ..... .. ........ KOMO 145 
3. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00)...... KING 35.5] 4 Reseue 8 (Mon. 7:30)...............KING.....Screen Gems 23.5  39| Father Knows Best ..... KIRO 185 
4. Sugarfoot (Tues. 7:30-8:30) ~—_..... KING —-33.9| 5. Mike Hammer (Sun. 9:00)...... coco cone wi CA 21.5  35|Roy Rogers ............KOMO 21.2 
5. 77 Sunset Strip (Fri. 9:30-10:30)....KING 30.7) 6, Divorce Court (Sat. 8:00)..........KING..... Guild 208  31/|Perry Como... ........ KOMO 248 
6. Lawrence Welk (Sat. 9:00-10:00) ..KING  29.5]| 7, Badge 714 (Mon. 8:00).. ........... ING..... CNP 195 30|Restless Gun .....-KOMG 209 
6. Man With A Camera (Fri. 9:00-9:30) KING 29.5; 7. Burns and Allen (Sun. 6:30)......... KING..... Screen Gems 19.5 43/| 20th Century ...,...... KIRO 122 
6. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)........ KING 29.5) g, King (Sun. 6:00)............... KING..... Nabisco 175 £45/V Sparen at KTNT 92 
7. Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30) ......... KING =§ 28.9| 9. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Thurs. 6:30)... KOMO 162 31| Early Edition ........... KING 175 
8. Lawman (Sun. 8:30-9:00) ......... KING = 28.7) 9, ’s Choice (Tues. 7:00)........ ABC 16.2 28| Success Story .......... KING 240 
8. Rin Tin Tin (Fri. 7:30-8:00)......... KING 28.7 10. Tugboat Annie (Wed. 6:30) .........KOMO....ITC 15.9 34 ce tion pcs KING 198 
. . Citizen Soldier (Thurs. 7:00)........KING..... Flamingo 15.7 way Patro er . 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Dial 999 (Sat. 9:30)........... RMRO. 222: Ziv 15.7  25| Lawrence Welk ......... KING 295 
1. {Barly Edition (M-F 6:30-7:00) ee SP KING, 18.6 12. Susie (Wed. 6:00)........ esksinwee KING. .... ITC 15.5 44 | ae eee ae ee Sheil eK ye 
- *NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30)........ 2 Si Nea | Pein 1 me * 99 we © 7 
3. +Shell News (M-F 6:00-6:15).. ...... KOMO 156|12. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:00)..... KING..... Kellogg 15.5 34 } on — ecw cnewed eens 74 
HE my oe Sr A RR ee . KING... . Official 14.7 -81|Californians || KOMO 185 
6. *Mickey Mouse Club (M.WF 5: 30-6). KING 123) 14. Wild Bill Hickok (Sat. 6:00).........KING..... Screen Gems 145 44 | Saturday News Review KIRO 10.2 
rie ‘ "9/15. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:00)...........KING..... CBS 142 35| {Shell News .......... OMO~ 180 
7. {World Today (M-F 10:30-10:45) ‘KING 118 ; 1 ee ee Hy ey 
8. [News-John Daly (M-F 10:45-11:00)..KING 109/14 524 unt (Mon. 10:00).........-...KING.....Ziv 134  82|Arthur Murray... ||. KOMO 119 
10. “Treasure Hunt (M-F 9-30-10 a.m.)..KOMO 8.9 











BIRMINGHAM Stations: WAPI, WBRC. TV Homes: 153,200. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 









































TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 
i. Highway Patrol (Sat. 9:30)......:... RC.... Ziv 36.8 71 | Brains and arawa er WAPI 148 
} Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30) -5.30-9), Wene  428| 2. MacKensie’s Raiders (Thurs. 8:30)... WBRC.... Ziv 363 58] Ernie Ford ............ WAPI 263 
3. Lineup (Fri. 9:00-9:30) “WBRC 423| 3. Twenty Six Men (Fri. 9:30)......... RC.... ABC 63 ming Er 20.8 
4. Yancy Derringer (Thurs. 1:30-8:00) . -WBRC 41.8 4. Target (Thurs. Pt: sindbibesees oe++ WBRC.. Ziv 34.8 64 | Groucho Marx Seceecceces WAPI 19.8 
5. Zane Grey (Thurs. 8:00-8:30) WBRC 413/ 5 Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:30)....... seees WBRC.... Ziv 318  65/| Mike + peed Sea ae: WAPI 16.8 
6. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30)..... WBRC 403) 6& U.S Marshal (Fri. 10:00)..... peeves WEE e+ Ee 30.8 od 5.0 990 00.000 WAPI 20.8 
7. Millionaire (Wed. 8:00-8:30) ‘ -" “WBRC 38.3 7 ( 00).......WBRC.... NTA 278 3 Bete Fisher 5 vahesehen wapt rie 
8. December Bride (Thurs. 7:00-7:30)...WBRC 383) §- Whirlybirds (Thurs. 10:00)........ oer” Saca +. Phil silver sees aeeeees AL” 5 SO 
9. Ann Southern (Mon. 8:30-9:00)... WBRC 37.8] ,8- State Prooper Tet. GORE, -..-. +--+ WBRC.... CBS 243 «57 re. ...WAPT = 185 
9._I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00). WBRC___37-8/ 11° Boots and Saddles (Thurs. 6:00).....WBRC.... CNP 238 662 f News, Sport, Wea. WARY 145 
ews oes . 
eee ae 11. Sky King (Fri. 6:00).......... cesses WBRC....Nabisco 23.860] { News, Sports, Wea. WAPI 155 
x ney, Mewes Oe OFF 5:20-6:00). CART alt, BAd OD ee... vesee WBRC.... Ziv 22.5  §7| World’s Greatest Movies WAPI 16.8 
3. *CBS News (M-F 6:45-6:00) weet, 142|13. Western Marshal (Sun. 5:30)........ WBRC.... CNP 223  68|Football Film........... WAPI 103 
3. +News Sports, Wea. (M-F 6: 00-6:15). WAPI 142 13. Wild Bill Hickok (Tues. 6:30)....... WAPI..... Screen Gems 22.3 52) You Are There . .......WBRC 20.5 
3 *Verdict Is Yours (M-F 2:30-3:00) . .WBRC 142 14. Danger Is My Business (Wed. 9:30). -WAPI..... CNP 20.8 39/ U.S. Steel ae WBRC 32.0 
4. +Alabama Newsreel (M-F 5:30-5:45).. WBRC 141|14. Jim Bowie (Fri. 10:30).............. .... ABC 20.8 63 | World’s Great Movies. ...WAPI 123 
5. *Edge of Night (M-F 3:30-4:00) ’" WBRC 140|15. You Are There (Tues. 6:30)........ RC.... CBS 20.5 48) Wild Bill Hickok .......WAPI 22.3 
6 +Dance Party (M-F 4:30-5:30) ...... WAPI 139/16. Inner Sanctum (Tues. 10:30)........WB2C.... CNP 188 52 SOR... «2.06 API 17.3 
7. +Amos ’n’ Andy (M-F 5:00-5:30).....WBRC 13.6|16. Union Pacific (Tues. 6:00)......... RC.... CNP 188 8650 imo Wea Be | 
8. ‘County Fair (M, W-F 3:30-4:00). .... WAPI 13.5 NBC News .......... . 
8. *Seeret Storm (M-F 3:15-3:30) WBRC 135 
D AYTON Stations: WHIO, WLW-D. TV Homes: 143,700. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Badge 714 (Sat. 10:30)........ .++.- WHIO.....CNP 30.0 ° 69|Brains and Brawn..... ..WLW-D 133 
2. Mike Hammer (Fri, 10:30)..........WHIO.....MCA 298  62)|Patti Page............. -WLW-D 18.0 
1. Gumsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30).......- O 649.8) 3. pr. Hudson (Fri. 7:00).............WHIO.....MCA 293 16|Outdoor Guide.......... WLW-D 93 
Sugarfoot (Tues, 7: —..... WiWD 438| 3 Hishway Patrol (Wed. 8:30).........WHIO.... Ziv 29.3 46| Ozzie and Harriet....... WLW-D 343 
4. ive Got A Seeret (Wed. 9:30-i0-00). WHIO 413| 4. Twenty Six Men (Tues. 7:00)........WLW-D... ABC 278  53/|State Trooper ...... -..-WHIO 24.8 
5. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9: oO 39.8; 5. Gray Ghost (Mon. 7:00)....... eS 0 Ue CBS 27.3 53 | Death Valley Days.......WLW-D 243 
5. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat, 9:30-10) -WHIO =. 6. State Trooper (Tues. 7:00)...... ....WHIO.....MCA 248 47| Twenty Six Men........WLW-D 27.8 
& Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30) .....W1:05D 393| 7- Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00)......WLW-D...U. S. Borax 243  47|Gray Ghost ...... wees. WHIG = 273 
7. Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10.30)....WLW-D 39.0| 8. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Thurs. 7:00)... WLW-D... Ziv 238 S46 Target ............ -++..WHIO 203 
8. Millionaire (Wed. 9:00-9:30)........- TO 38.8) 9. Little Rascals (Mon.-Fri. 6:00)...... WHIO.... Interstate Ne ele DR WLW-D_ 13.3 
8. Rifleman 9:00-9:30).......--- W-D 388) 19 Star And The Story (Wed. 7:30).....WHIG.... Official 213  40| Lawrence Welk ........ WLW-D 323 
10. Tugboat Annie (Wed. 7:00).........WLW-D...ITC 213  46|Man-Without AGun ....WHIO 253 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Target (Thurs. 7:00)........ veceeee + WHIO. ... Ziv 20.3  46|MacKenzie’s Raiders ....WLW-D 23.8 
1. Little Raseale (M-F 6.00-6:30)..... WHIO 21.9|12. Colonel Flack (Mon. 7:30)..........WHIO.... CBS 193  36|Lawman ...... cs ape WLW-D 338 
2. {Sohie Rptr, ioe Gem —" WHIO 19.11/13. Sea Hunt (Wed. 10:30).............WLW-D... Ziv 183  40|U.S. Steel Hour......... WHIO 278 
(LF 830045) nee. 14. Jeff's Collie (Tues. 7:30)...........WHIO.... ITC 178 29|Sugarfoot .............. WLW-D 433 
3. {Front Page News (M-F 11:00-11: 2 Willd 183 14. Roy Rogers (Sat. 5:00)...... seseeeesWHIO.... MCA 178 64 All Star Golf ........... WLW-D 100 
5. NBO Nee end Turns (MT 1:30-2)--WLW-D 168/15. Flight (Tues. $:00)...........- +++ WHIO.... CNP 17.3 28|Sugarfoot .............. WLW-D 443 
6. +News, Sports (M-F 6:30-6:45: WLY 7D 15.0/16. If You Had A Million (Sat. 7:00)....WHIO.... MCA 16.8  38|Midwestern Hayride ....WLW-D 27.8 
7. *Adventure Time (T,Th 5:30-6: 00) WLW-D 149 17. Harbor Command (Sun. 10:30)...... WLW-D... Ziv . 143 31| What’s My Line ........WHIO 31.8 
8. {Se-Se Club (M-F 12:00 Xn.-1:20) | WLW-D 136 27. Mama (Sat. 6:00)......-...:.....08 WLW-D...CBS 143 48/Rising Generation ......WHIO 158 
10. ; Wakes, Mouse Club (M.W.F 9:50-9) YT 13.11 47, Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 5:00).....WLW-D.. . Kellogg 143 54! Wild West ........ .-+:-WHIO 123 
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In Chicago, it’s WBBM-TV! While other 
stations go round in circles, WBBM-TV 
stays out in front—Chicago’s number one 
station, month-in, month-out, according 
to all three rating services. 


The competition, meanwhile, keeps on 
jockeying for the runner-up spot: during 
the past year, each station has been in 
second place at least once and each has 
been in last place at least once. 


Channel 2’s never-failing popularity is 
the direct result of a powerhouse CBS 
Television Network lineup plus top-rated 
local programming. For example, Nielsen 
shows that month after monthWBBM-TV 
presents Chicago’s highest-rated feature 
film show...thirty-minute syndicated 


film program...daytime adult program... 
woman’s service show...news program... 


Monday through Friday nighttime strip 
...and live variety program. 


Keep ahead of the competition yourself. 


Tell your story on.. .’wBpBM-TV 
Chicago’s Showmanship Station 
CBS Owned, Channel 2+ Represented by 
CBS Television Spot Sales 
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30 TV-FILMS 


VARIETE 


Wedacodey, December 31, 1958 











determining the e 
included in this Varmty 
features as their stars, release year, original 
distributor included wherever possible along wi 


VARIETY-PULSE 


ARIETY’s weekly chart, based on ratings furnished by Pulse’s latest reports on 


feature films and their competition covers 155 markets. Each week, two different 
markets will be listed, with the 10 top rated features tabulated. The tabulation excludes 
features, and their ratings, telecast up to 6 p.m. during the midweek. Their exclusion 
is dictated by Pulse’s method of reflecting daytime midweek rating data. 


Factors which would assist distributors, agencies, stations and advertisers in 


ffectiveness of a feature 
chart. Listed 


ion 
th the title. Attentio 


show in a specific market have been 
below is such pertivent information regarding 
and the present 
m should be paid 


FEATURE CHART 


to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 
feature period and share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 
of the feature and audience composition, i.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 
have any children viewers, but its share of audience may reflect dominance in that 
time period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on @ multi 
stripped basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
total number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not ‘aking into account 
the duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
for the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 
tained. Under Time Slot, S. O. stands for Sign-Off. 








SAN FRANCISCO 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 


L 


4 


7. 


“TREASURE ISLAND”’—Part II 
Wallace Beery, Jackie 

Cooper, Otto Kruger; 

MGM; 1934; MGM-TV 


“GREEN DOLPHIN STREET”-- 
Lana Turner, Van ; 
Heflin, Donna Reed; 

MGM; 1947; MGM-TV 


“THE MEN”— 
Marlon Brando, 
Teresa Wright; 
United Artists; 1950; NTA 


“FOXES OF HARROW”— 
Rex Harrison, 

Maureen O'Hara; 

20th Century Fox; 1947; NTA 


“ARMORED ATTACK”— 
Dana Andrews, 

Anne Baxter;' 

Samuel Goldwyn; 1942; NTA 


“THUNDERBIRDS” — 
John Barrymore Jr., John 
Derek, Mona Freenran; 
Republic; 1952; HTS 


“TREASURE ISLAND”—PART I 
Wallace Beery, Jackie 
Cooper, Otto Kruger; 
MGM; 1934; MGM-TV 


“SANT FE PASSAGE”— 
John Perne 

Rod Can:*: #i; 

Republic; 1955; HTS 


“ROAD TO DENVER”— 
John Payne, Mona 
Freeman, Lee J. Cobb; 
Republic; 1955; HTS 


. “KANSAS CITY CONFIDENTIAL”— 


John Payne, Coleen 
Gray, Preston Foster; 
United Artists; 1952; UAA 


“MAKE HASTE TO LIVE”— 
Dorothy McGuire, Stepher 
MeNally, Mary Murphy; 
Republic; 1954; HTS 


COLUMBUS 


i 


“PASSAGE TO MARSEILLE”— 
Humphrey Bogart, Claude 
Rains, Michele Morgan; 

Warner Bros.; 1944; UAA 


“CAPTAIN JANUARY”— 
Shirley Temple, Guy 
Kibbee, Slim Summerville; 
20th Century Fox; 1936; NTA 


“JOHNNY GUITAR”’— 

Joan Crawford, Sterling 

Hayden, Mercedes McCambridge; 
Republic; 1954; HTS 


“BOYS TOWN”’—_ . 
Spencer Tracy, Mickey 
Rooney, Gene Reynolds; 
MGM; 1938; MGM-TV 


“SOUTH OF SUEZ”— 


Marshall, George Tobias; 
Warner Bros.; 1940; UAA 


“UNDERGROUND”— 
Jeffrey Lynn, Phili 

Dorn, Kaaren Verne; 
Warner Bros.; 1941; UAA 


“FOUR WIVES”-— 

John Garfield, Gale 
Page, Claude Rains; ° 
Warner Bros.; 1939; UAA 


“MY FRIEND FLICKA”— 
Roddy McDowall, 

Rita Johnson; 

20th Century Fox; 1943; UAA 


“NINE LIVES ARE NOT ENOUGH”— 
Ronald Reagan, Joan 


Perry, James Gleason; 
Warner Bros,; 1941; UAA 


_ #PAIR WIND TO JAVA”— 


Fred MacMurray, Victor 
MacLaglen, Vera Ralston; 
Republic; 1953; HTS 


RUN 
Ist Run 


Ist Run 


1st Run 


Repeat 


1st Run 


Ist Run 


1st Run 


ist Run 


Ist Run 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Stations: KGO, KPIX, KRON, KTVU. TV Homes: 817,700. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958. 


PULSE 
AVERAGE 


TIME SLOT 
6 O’Clock Movie 
Thurs. Nov. 6 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
KGO 


6 O'Clock Movie 
Mon. Nov. 10 
6:00-8:30 p.m. 

KGO 


Big Movie 
Fri. Nov. 7 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
KPIX 


Big Movie 
Wed. Nov. 5 
10:00 p.m.-S.0. 
KPIX 


Big Movie 
Tues. Nov. 11 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
KPIX 


Big Movie 
Mon. Nov. 10 
10:00-21:30 p.m. 
KPIX 


6 O'Clock Movie 


Fabulous Features 
Sun. Nov. 9 
5:30-7:00 p.m. 
KPIX 


Big Movie 
Sat. Nov.'8 
10:30 p.m.-S.O. 
KPIX 


Major Movie 
‘Fri. Nov. 7 
10:00-11:30 p.m. 
KRON 


Big Movie 


RATING HIGH 


18.3 


15.6 


15:6 


15.2 


19.0 


19.7 


19.7 


19.3 


18.0 


15.7 


16.0 


13.0 


12.3 


12.0 


AVERAGE AV. 
LOW SHARE TOP COMPETITION STATION RATINGS 
17.3 36 Amos °n’ ANG. ......00%eece gg Meee 12.9 
I Love LAGy. . .cccccccscesveses i. Fen 16.5 
ff a eer ee ERON: cccccse dae 
17.0 35 Chanmel § NEWS... ccescvscecas BPE. 6<csessies 11.3 
COED. 6 otc ccccnecsnsecss Em. stonseoen 12.0 
Wht” BIE. x ove pn encaseeseces KRON cccoceccdae 
EE PR Te oy | eee iy) arr +. -18.0 
Father Knows Best....... tua t.c MEY, shasneeen 23.5 
errr re ERON: ..cse oon 
15.7 43 TE BIS 5 vic cdc ceccccss BO ...cs5 ere: 
Major Movie—“Kansas 
City Confidential” (Ist Run).. KRON ........ 10.5 
143 Thie Js Bout Life. .cosecseeei- co rere & 
Dr. Hudson...... ER Se Ee te ie co eee | 
News, Sports Desk........+0+. BRU bccccses BS 
Fae RE BRT | x oo. sn csaves. RR 2 .cvesee 6.9 
13.0 40 CN Zn) ck ten edema |) re 
Science Fiction Theatre........ KRON ....- exc 
News, Sports Desk..-......... DIED ostaaaeu 10.3 
SE OE < 66s ccanecieces RE Ncéeconss 7.7 
14.0 41 Arthur MUITAY. ....ccecceces. eee 20.5 
BD BI oo os siovcenseves 3 tse eS 
News, Sports Desk............ BN tcdscace OE 
Jack Paar Show.........+-0+%. KRON ....+.-- 8.0 
14.7 33 Re a ees ERON ..<ccssscdtD 
WR PONE. os cccceneewesaccke KRRON ..obsees 88-7 
We Bsns sau bseeenet+e< ERON ...ssts.282 
12.7 43 Movie Time—‘Main 
Street to Broadway”........ are 78 
Annie Oakley......... mae tues REP 5.0 ccase on 8.5 
9.7 32 Brains and Brawn............ MRON .nceies 14.5 
Movie Hits—“All Quiet on 
the Westérn Front” (Ist Run). KRON ........ 10.8 
9.7 26 Big Movie— 
“The Men” (1st Run)........ ME “Gccveunss 18.1 
9.7 31 Groucho Mar... ...veccseses. KRON ..socss MB 
Masquerade Party........ ices EE cobcmene 15.9 
News, Sports Desk............ oo Pere 
Jack Paar Show. ....cccccceee. EE sc seneels 11.0 


Stations: WBNS, WLW-C, WTVN. TV Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: November 5-12, 1958, 


ist Run Something Different 20.5 


Sat. Nov. 8 
10:30 p.m.-S.O. 
WTVN 


1st Run Shirley Temple Movie 18.2 


lst Run 


1st Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


lst Run 


Sat. Nov. 8 
4:30-6:00 p.m. 
WBNS 


Armchair Theatre 
Tues. Nov. 11 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 

WBNS 


Best of MGM 

Sun. Nov. 9 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 
WLW-C 


Best of Hollywood 


Sat. Nov. 8 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 
WTVN 


Lexmayer’s Theatre 


Sun. Nov. 9 
10:00 p.m.-S.O. 
WTVN 


Sunday Showboat 
Sun. Nov. 9 
1:45-3:15 p.m, 

WTVN 


Armchair Theatre 
Fri. Nov. 7 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 
WBNS 


Sunday Showboat 
Sun: Nov. 9 
3:15-5:00 p.m. 

WTVN 


Armchair Theatre 
Thurs. Nov. 6 
11:15 p.m.-S.O. 

WBNS 


15.6 


14.1 


11.6 


10.6 


10.0 


9.2 


22.3 


16.3 


12.0 


12.3 


143 


10.3 


12.0 


9.7 


18.3 48 Boots and Saddles............ ier 22.7 
Alfred Hitcheock.............. EG 18.0 
Pins and Needles.............  sactouae 8.0 
17.3 57 Football Highlights..... iach aie ee 
Sports Newsreel..........ce08. ES <ocneoe' Gee 
All Star Golf....... Suan > treme EE cad3e00% 6.8 
147 54 Sack Paar GROW. cc cicccctcces: a 8.4 
13.3 30 RE eS P err) eee re 14.5 
Our Miss Brooks...-.......... Es ons stare 19.2 
RE SD a ae WBNS ae 
11.0 27 Your TEE Paget. 6... cnccccses WEE ccccotenle 
Midwestern Hayride........... WLW ...5:..17D 
I Lowe Lucy........<0. eae WHE. occccccn 
93 27 Raretts WOW o6 ccc caccscce. WLW-C .......292 
WOES SCE odivocsscccece ae 
Sunday News Special.......... WBNS .....--.20.7 
SE das bein WBNS ........ 9.7 

Academy Award Theatre-— 
“Little Fugitive” (Repeat)...WBNS ........ 7.7 
8.7 23 Columbus Town Meeting...... WENS ....::.. 66 

Professional Football— 
“Detroit vs. Cleveland....... WEBNS .......-372 
83 33 Jack Paar Show.............. WE niccccs 12.6 
7.7 21 Professional Football— 

Detroit vs. Cleveland........ WOUND. ..édtan: 36.5 
Curley Morrison............. -WBNS ...... 19.0 
8.0 37 Jack Paar Show............. WES ocivcs. 10.0 
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Price Structure: Blow-by-Blow 


Here is a market-by-market rundown of averagé prices secured 
for half-hour telefilm properties in the world market. The prices, 
with listed exceptions, are for the initial run. The average figures 
for individual markets are by no means absolute, ie. England pays 
about $2,800 per episode, based on the average skein, but for a few 
singular shows such as the “Phil Silvers Show,” the price could 
go up to $5,000. There may be a similar percentage range of quoted 
average prices in a number of other listed markets. The accom- 
panying article in this issue gives greater detail as to each mar- 
ket. But as to the average price, this is how the foreign market 


shapes up: 


SPANISH SPEAKING LATIN AMERICA* 


Mexico 
Puerto Rico 
Venezuela 
Cuba 

E!] Salvador 
Columbia 
Argentina 
Peru 
Quatemala 
Costa Rico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Uruguay 


Average 
Price 
Per 





$2,125 


*Add price paid for 13 repeats of 39-episode series, or 3314% . 708 





Total for Spanish-Speaking Market : 2.833 


Brazil 4 














Total for Latin America aniat a eadane rae by 3,133 
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES 
England ...... AP ane ore ible bok ete s ont’ $2,800 
NS cbOhedles Oboe as oels. véctacdesse meet wteetitdes 2,500 
SOE ude tM owas cedcdvicesidetnnete fas 750 
Total oes a... $6,050 
CONTINENTAL EUROPE 
France ae esd eae den “<Ghehleietenacain $ 600 
ee ES SUNOS, s . cc ccu.s bee eebe eae 2,000 
ELS Ee ae eS a eke 200 
es. oss 5 wu Olek ald ew atten eke 200 
DS oe PEE Ee on 5 vac eo bhai be BRS o Uses Sel ebecboul 290 
Italy Se s.65 g4 v-0 o os sean ee i akstvlee Eee 300 
oo SOS? SE neem sae Oe 1,000 
SS saa, VEER ss oid bse 0's Qe ade wsthutebe ee cece 100 
EEE Ss oc Saab Ces swe os osGh 4 i.ae-s cekw cweiaeenes 145 
DEER: 0% <a oe 4enaW ice ed'owew So cwed le 65 ar ee 175 
EE i 5a SVR AE INGE e 5b ccdiabec ccaetee cadet tae 50 
BED. i och 2 eu id iene es ; $5 080 
‘ MIDDLE EAST 
IE in is Sree eediais iawn s\4's 4 + owes werner gtnteehe Meee 
eS Oe ee pe arirteiee: a Le ee rr 
 meEREE Se ey ee eee eee ee. Se 125 
Rs Pr: " $ 255 
, FAR EAST 
eo 50 CURA NERS s sho so v2: tu ns 0b eke kndeaianes 2 
OE A. ee os i SN . 300 
BR RR ee a e« 40 
On eee hk iim haber eae Si 60 
(ee ee $ 450 





Ed Noble Dies at 76 


——————s CONtinued from page 22 


Roosevelt, and 1939 and 1940 he| 
was Roosevelt’s Under Secretary | 
of Commerce. He left government | 
service in 1940 to support Repub- | 
lican candidate Wendell Willkie. 
Like the late John Shepard III 
of Boston who insisted that he was 
ee 





Luncheon served Noon to 3 P.M, 


: Mondoy thru Friday 
COCKTAILS—DINNER—SUPPER 
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wealthy pre-radio via his family’s 
department stores in Boston and 
Providence, Noble had an aversion 
to the assumption of some persons 
that he represented a radio-created 
fortune. Actually he was a sponsor 
(Life Savers) before he was a 
broadcaster, a sequence also mark- 
ing the career of William S. Paley 
who was Mr. Congress Cigar be- 
fore he was Mr. CBS. Oldtimers 
alone would recall one amusing 
experience involving Lifesavers 
sponsorship of what was supposed 
to be a brand-new “idea” for radio 
—the use of scenery and wings in 
the studio. This gimmick sold 
Noble on using the late Ed East 
and his partner (now a film actor) 
Ralph Dumke. Only flaw in the 
beautiful idea was this: the labor 
relations gentry at NBC sounded 
a fierce alarm that scenery in a 
radio studio would open the door 
to the Stagehands Union. It is to 
be remembered that the studios 
knew not the big muscles of the 
IATSE until television changed 
everything. 

Well before he became associ- 
ated with the Blue Network Noble 
cut his teeth as a broadcaster at 
WMCA, N. Y. His associates of 
that period found his mind inces- 
santly preoccupied with financial 
matters. He had one or two gum- 
shoe “portfolio” men around the 
premises. Staff morale was never 
good and Noble, with his Wall St. 
fixation, was not a congenial boss 
for personnel interested in live 
programs, newscasts, public affairs 
and so on. 

It’s held probable that no one 
will be chosen to replace Noble as 
chairman of the finance committee 
of AB-PT. Only a few men have 
ever left the board and none of 
them have been replaced. 

Widow, daughter and brother 
survive. 


operators, 








Foreign Markets 


= Continued from page 21 =m 


cators are understood to have got- 
ten as high as $600 in the market. 

Some details on the Common- 
wealth market: An episode could 
bring about $1,000 if sold to the 
web, Australian Broadcasting Co. 
but if sold to the individual mar- 
kets, the price structure is differ- 
ent. Two principal cities of Syd- 
ney- and Melbourne bring about 
from $400 to $500 together. Tele- 
vision stations in Adelaide, Bris- 
bane, Perth, and Hobart should 
commence operation in '59 and "60 
Buying is being done for those 
markets and the price should be 
a maximum of the combined Syd- 
ney-Melbourne tab. There is no 
repeat 39 plus 13 formula in Aus- 
tralia at this time. 

Canada is a tough market for 
most telefilms to get air slots. If 
sold to the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., the price should be $3,000 
per episode. Going the market- 
by-market route is a hard pull, 
again because of the scarcity of 
air time. .The market-by-market 
route could bring in toto from 
$1,800 to $2.200. ‘All prices, of 
course, are for first runs). But 
the Canadian market can grow 
markedly with the new stations 
projected there. 

England has that 14°% quota on 
the telecasting of foreign product. 
The quota not only acts to limit 
the numb-r of American filmed 
shows, buc to cut prices, accent- 
uvating the competition. Consid- 
ering the number of sets and the 
financial success of the commercial 
American telefilmeries 
feel they are being underpaid in 
that market. England’s another 
market with no repeat deals. 

On the Continent, France has 
very few American shows being 
telecast. Dubbing in French lan- 
guage costs about $1.200. It just 
don’t pay to make a dea: alone 
for France, the dubbing fee being 
more than the price received there. 
Clinching French Canada which 
pays $2,000 for two runs is ideal, 
but there, again, the air time is 
crowded and it’s very difficult. If 
the telefilm played Luxembourg 
first, another French-speaking out- 
let, the French network won't 
play it. In Switzerland, the two 
tv markets are Geneva (French- 
speaking) and Zurich (German- 
speaking), each paying $145 apiece 
for an episode. 

Italy and West Germany pay for 
dubbing in their respective Jan- 
guages. Denmark, Sweden and 
Finland are sub‘itle countries, each 
nation paying the subtitling cost. 

In the Far East, the Philippines 
is one of the few areas in the 
world which is blocking all out- 
going currency. In Japan, the 
semi-government network opera- 
tion, NHK, pays a maximum of 
$250 per episode, without any re- 
runs. The other stations in the 
six markets bring about $300 in 
toto, with 13 reruns on a series 
of 39, making the price up to $400 
per episode. 

That’s the wmarket-by-market 
situation as of December, ’58. 














NBC's Stanley Steamer Cooks 
| With TV Gas in Atom Age 


By JO RANSON 


During the Cockaday Circuit 
period of broadcasting it was cus- 
tomary to feed cock-crowing time 
tuner-inners old Doc Bagley’s set- 
ting-up exercises. 

Physicists are now filling 
in for physical culturists and 
latest reports from builders 
of the “Continental Classroom” on 
NBC-TV indicate that rise-and- 
shiners are eating up the “Atomic 
Age Physics” college tv course 
for credit co-sponsored by the 
American Assn. of Colleges for 
Teacher Education and NBC. 

Instead of getting advice on 
how to slim down the stomach, 
morning hour viewers are now up 
to their hips in solemn discourses 
on angular momentum, elasticity, 
the Zeeman Effect, Hooke’s Law 
and Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Prin- 
ciple (no kidding!). 

The highly specialized course, 
for which large industrial organiz- 
ations are underwriting the costs, 
is reportedly reaching an audience 
of more than 270,000 as “Physics 
for the Atomic Age” reaches the 
middle of the first semester. Two 
hundred and fifty colleges are now 
cooperating in the program, many 
offering it on a college credit basis 
and the public-service-minded big 
biz sponsors are certainly not com- 
plaining. 

In addition to college level stu- 
dents and trained teachers taking 
the course, laymen also are tun- 
ing in, including plumbers, clerks, 
housewives and the “best brains” 
from San Quentin Penitentiary. 

Edward Stanley, director of pub- 
lic affairs at NBC, who helped 
bring the program to the airlanes, 
is certain that “Continental Class- 
room” will continue long after Dr. 
Harvey E. White completes his 
chores as teacher of the physics 
course. Stanley said subseouent 
subjects in the “Continental Class- 
room” may deal with chemistry, 
math and languages. perhaps 
French, German .and Russian. 
Wherever there are major defects 
in education, the teachers on NBC- 
TV’s “Continental Classroom” will 
try to correct them. 

Stanley was aware of a trend 
in tv and radio public affairs pro- 
gramming to enlist industrial and 
educational organizations as un- 
derwriters of program costs along 
with NBC. 

Stanley cited “Continental Class- 
room” as getting financial assist- 
ance from Bell Telephone, General 
Foods, IBM, Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass, U.S. Steel, California Oil 
as well as the American Assn. of 
College for Teacher Education.” 
Moreover, this was a program 
that was virtually oversubscribed 
with sponsors. For NBC to have 
undertaken this project alone 
would have been almost prohibi- 
tive, Stanley said. 

The two current NBC Education- 
TV Project programs, “Ten For 





»charging only production costs but 
the air time is free. The civil 
defense series production costs will 
run approximately $140,000. 
Pepsi’s Boy Scout Show 

The recent one-time-only 60- 
minute telecast with Bob Hope 
designed to premote the Boy 
Scouts’ new Explorer program was 
underwritten by Pepsi-Cola ai $40,- 
000. The aforementioned “Adven- 
turing in Hand Arts” series is 
transmitted over the NBC-TV Net- 
work facilities at 6 p.m. to the 
country’s inter-connected educa- , 
tional tv outlets. Other NBC affils 
carry the series on a delayed basis. 
WRCA-TV plans to start the Girls 
Scouts series in January. 

Realizing that public service or- 
ganizations must compete with 
commercial programs for the view- 
er’s interest, officials are now |\ore 
certain than ever that any » «nies 
expended on productien costs will 
repay them handsomely in au- 
dience response. A recent Amer- 
ican Heart Assn. series of pro- 
grams, in this instance backed by 
Squibb money, was proof of this 
premise. Each of the 13 programs 
cost $10,000 to produce, but the 
results justified the expense. 

The American Cancer Society is 
planning a series of programs 
starting February with $10,000 al- 
located for each program. NBC 
will also produce these programs. 

Stanley is convinced that the 
educational potential of tv is 
enormous, particularly in its use 
as a classroom teaching tool. “For 
one thing, we are going to have 
to teach more things more quickly 
to more people,” Stanley said. 
“There aren't enough teachers — 
never enough great teachers — not 
enough schools and a prospective 
school population that is stagger- 
ing.” He is certain that it would 
be folly “not to expoit for educa- 
tion the most fluent and com- 
pelling medium that man has yet 
invented.” 

He is telling some old fashioned 
teachers who insist on turning 
their backs on educational tv that 
all of the experiments thus far 
conducted indicate that in either <7 
elementary or secondary school 
levels there is no significant dif- 
ference between students taught 
by conventional methods and those 
taught via tv. “In fact there is 
some evidence that the tv-taught 
students retain a greater perceni- 
age of what they have been taught 
and have a lower percentage of 
failures,” Stanley said. 

Gotham’s educational tv system 
is poor compared with other cit- 
jes Stanley observed, but a good 
start has been made by the Re- 
gents’ programming over WPIX- 

TV. “However, it is only beginning 
to scratch the surface,” he said. 
JIt is a shame that New York City 
doesn’t possess its own educational 
tv outlet. In this great urban com- 
munity with such an enormous » 
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Survival” olen ew Sag by ee of minorities, an an © 
Kansas City — Jack K the US. ce of Civil and De-| educational tv station is desperate- 
been — SS - Fg Be aad - fense Mobilization, and “Adventur-| ly needed.” : 
WDAF radio, it was announced Jast | {ng in the Hand Arts” is under-| Ultimately, there will be a happy 
week by Bill Bates, general man- | written by the Girl Scouts of Amer-| wedding of the performing arts 
ager. ica. In each instance, NBC is|and education, Stanley said. 
| 
| 
LOOK AT THESE SENSATIONAL RATINGS! | 
PENSACOLA WEAR-TV LOUISVILLE WHAS-TV 
ARB JUNE 1958 
QUAD CITY woc-TV 
ARB JUNE 1958 
BALTIMORE WBAL-TV 
? ty. 
ARB JULY 1958 ARB JULY 1958 4 
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From the Production Centres 
is Continued fon na ———————————— 
“Christmas with the Russells” program from his farm in Hopkinton 
. . . WHDH-TV news dept., largest fulltime tv news org in N.E., had 
all six of its members out of the U.S. on news assignments in 1958 . . . 
An award for the best American play of 1958 was presented to Archi- 
baid MacLeish’s “J. B., by Elliot Norton, Boston Record drama critic, 
and WGBH-TV, on Norton’s weekly WGBH program . . . Ad Schenider, 
NBC-TV net's first director of news and special events, joined Magna 
Film Productions here, after stint producing tv commercials and in- 
lustrial films in Fla... . WBZ-TV brought live cameras outdoors for 
school and church choral groups on “Boston Movietime” and erected 
a 70-ft. Xmas tree in front of their studio. 


IN LONDON ..,. 


Cabaret and tv thrush Evelyn Sharpe appeared in last Saturday's 
(27) Associated TeleVision’s “Spectacular” show ... A new 13-week 
skein in the “Boyd Q. C.” series starring Michael Denison made its 
bow via Associated-Rediffusion last night (Tues.) . . . BBC-TV kicks off 
its weekly Edward R, Mu “Small World” series Jan. 10... . Frank 
Williams has joined the cast of Granada-TV’s top rated show, “The 
Army Game” .. . Patrick McGoohan starred in an A-R production of 
‘The Big Knife” yesterday (Tues.) .. . Songstress Shirley Abicair lined 
up for a BBC-TV appearance next Mon. (5). 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Jean Connelly leaves Ch. 2 next week to become women’s director 
of Ch. 4. She'll also have her own half-hour daily show on the latter 
station, from 9:30 to 10 every weekday morning . . . Bill Nesbit, WCAE 
wake-up man, visiting his wife’s folks in Lynchburg, Va., over the holi- 
days and Tom Shaffer is filling in for him . . . Harry Kodinsky and his 
wife, Carol, are producing a 16-hour telethon for the March of Dimes 
in St. Louis over WMOX-TV Feb. 1... “Nick Perry Presents” will be 
Nick Perry hosting a feature movie on Ch. 4 from 10 to 11:30 Monday 
through Friday beginning Jan. 5 . . . Jean Dreschler, secretary in the 
KDKA publicity department, to California for a couple of weeks .. . 

ythe, “Mrs. Pennsylvania” in '57, has been picked to replace 
Josephine (Chianese) Chase on “Luncheon at the Ones” strip on Ch. 
enn 














fortable position than iit was a year 
Profits for the year have 





while NBC may have lost some 
ground on the nighitime rating 
charts in contrast to a year ago, 
when it was giving CBS a run for 
its money, equally certain is the 
fact that Bob & Bob (Sarnoff and 
Kintner) aren’t sitting back or let- 
ting themselves get lost in the 
shuffle. 

Even now, it’s known, there are 
plans for some fresh stabs at cre- 
ativity designed to vest ‘59 with 
broader and more exciting pro- 
gramming appeal. And whatever 
the immediate shortcomings of the 
network, it has a classic penchant 
for making noise in the right 
places and copping headlines in 


Leads the 
Rating Race 
in Market 
after Market! 
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Mach, | Harbor Command. .........23.5) | (Be Process. 
188 | Sheriff Cochise. ............22.5 That board chairman Bob Sar- 
Highway Patrol..... 22.2] | noff was chosen to keynote the ’59 | 
State Trooper...... 21.2] | convention of the NAB is but one 





more reflection of the network’s 
stature in the overall scheme of 
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=== Continued from page 17 ee 


bers the vast amount of money ex- 
pended without any visible return. 
Throwing good money after bad 
is proving risky business.” 

In his dual capacities as prexy 
of the Alliance and veepee of oper- 
ations for McCadden Productions, 
Morton insists he doesn’t have to 
wear two hats. “What goes for the 
others goes for 























it being funneled 

from tv to other media as any of 

the other telepic producers. In fact, 

ma, McCadden is well aware of the 

bo, yan se eece. 13.0} | BCC4, as are the others, for a study 

‘9 T See Hunt... ... SUI 1z4] | of the factors contributing to the 

pay Ts a iteeertobat 9.0] |Teceding market. “If we're over- 

Silent seseeveceessss 46] | pricing the market we want to 

- know it so we can proceed pru- 

EPR | dentiy win “nent "season's prs. 
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, More than $1,500,000 in gross 
revenue from 11 advertisers in the 
form of new and renewal biz has 
been placed on NBC-TV’s “Today” 
within recent days. 

New orders came from Stern’s 
Nurseries, Sandura Co. Hagan 
Chemicals and Controls, Magnus 
Organ Co. Kayser-Roth Corp, and 
Jackson & Perkins. 

Renewals were from National 
Presto Industries, General Elec- 
tric, Studebaker Corp., Pharma- 
Craft Corp. and Coopers, Inc. 
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11. Latter left to follow Sada Thompson in the lead of the off-Broad- 
way “Ivanov.” 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Former top WIBG deejay, Doug Arthur has joined WCAU. Arthur 
will preem three shows daily across-the-board (Jan. 5) . . . Disk jockey 
Eddie Newman returns to WDAS as program manager. He succeeds 
Jerry Grove, now upped to operations manager ... William B. Caske, 
exec veepee of WPEN, elected to board of directors of Sun Ray Drug 
Co., of which the station is a subsidiary . . . Maynard Ferguson, 
trumpeter-bandleader, will debut a half-hour jazz spow out of WRCV- 
TV for the NBC-TV network in January. Sid Mark, who conducts jazz 
show on WHAT-FM, will do the commentary . . . Folksinger Jean 
Ritchie, who has recorded for the Library of Congress, the BBC and 
commercial companies, appeared on WCAU-TV’s “Big Blackboard” (27) 
accompanying herself on dulcimer. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Roger Boas resigned as moderator-interviewer on KQED’s toprated 
“Profile: Bay Are: after 18 months and 59 shows. ETV station’s off 
the air until early January for technical maintenance . . . Chief En- 
gineer Harry Jaeoba rushed installation of KGO-FM’s new high-gain 
antenna, raising power of ABS outlet 600% and getting station back 
on the air 10 days ahead of schedule . . . KFRC’s George Ruge plan- 


ning on in}. tion of some controversial public affairs material for his 
man-on-the-stveet show... KTVU joining with CBS-TV’s Pacific Net- 
work io telecast the Santa Anita feature races live on Saturdays. Un- 


ion Oil’s picking up the tab... FCC okayed a new FM outlet for San 
Luis Obispo—call letters will be KATY. 


IN DETROIT ... 


Van Patrick, play-by-play caller for the Detroit Tigers and Lions, 
figures he has logged 70,000 air miles and broadcast 200 games, includ- 
ing U. of Michigan contests, in the past several months .. . “Don’t 
drive yourself to death” are the key words in a new series of jingles 
being presented by WXYZ personalities Fred Wolf, Paul Winter, Mick- 
ey Shorr, Ed McKenzie, Fred Weiss and Jack Surrell, in cooperation 
with the Traffic Safety Assn. ... WWJ recently hosted local ad agency 





| 


execs who viewed a slide-tape presentation “As Basic as the Alphabet” 
which focused on every facet of the station’s operation . . 
Fred Weiss originated his “Night Train” show from Greyhound’s new 


. WXYZ’s 


bus terminal which is being billed as largest single floor facilty of its 


kind. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS . . 


WTCN had a “Santa Claus” handing out candy on public busses 


| TV dancer Ray McDonald here to visit his sister, Mrs. Ralph Green, the 


| former Grace McDonald of the films . 


. WDGY gave 20-pound turkey 


to first person spotting an intended obvious error on a program 

| WCCO Radio Christmas contest had dialers for prizes guessing identi- 
| ties of unnamed celebrities wishing the public holiday cheer over the 
air ... Local tv history was made when WCCO-TV presented on Am- 


TV’s Optimism 
SERGEANT == Continued fom page 17 niall Sketcall Boxing club bout to be televised from the Twin Cities 
works. A good show won't lack) for the first time Feb. 4, the St. Paul Auditorium being the locale .. . 
of tha CBS-TV is in a far more com- Ma i 
t soared to an alltime high. And 


pex tape recorded program, the second in its series of locally produced 


| spectaculars “e 


. KSTP-TV’s Jim Hutton, who emcees the local “Treas- 


| ure Chest” quiz program, doubling as a KSTP Radio disk jockey... 
Bobby Cox, former U. of Minnesota football star, now a WDGY sales 
staff member, also holding down a weekend disk jockey assignment. 
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Bob Elegant, Erwin Canham, Rob- 
ert McCormick, Leon Pearson, etc. 
Mature Analysis Lacking 
Commentators weren't too pro- 
found in their analysis of the main 
issues of the week, according to 
the surveyists. “It was apparent, 
too, that much of the commentary 
was directed at the emotions of the 
listener,” the report stated. “Ver- 
bal tricks, emotive language and 
rhetorical devices were used .. . 
Generally, the atmosphere of ma- 
ture analysis of the issues at hand 
was absent from a number of the 
broadcasts. Much of the commen- 
tary, too, related to trivia, or, at 
least, trivial aspects of important 
problems. What is called~commen- 
tary was often straight news re- 
porting read in such a way as to 
induce the listener to believe that 

Solomon speaks.” 

Report continued that what’s 
missing from broadcasting “is a 
sober, mature, logical commentary 
on the significance of these events” 
and “neither medium gives evi- 
dence of recognizing that facts 
alone are often meaningless, since 
our world is inundated by an ocean 
of facts, an embarras de richesse 
in words of statesmen, reporters, 
press agents, lobbyists and other 
mass Communicators .. . a mass of 
material severely in need of order- 
ing and interpretation by incisive 
mind which relate them to one of 
the various perspectives from 
which this disturbed planet can be 
viewed. Facts alone may merely 
confuse the individual, and the 
multitude of impressions offered to 
him, raw and unexplained, may in- 
duce the lethargy of ‘narcotizing 
dysfunction,’ the ugly term which 
social psychologists use to describe 
the behaviour of a rabbit as he 
stares blankly transfixed at one’s 
rapidly advancing auto headlights.” 

Nor did the discussion programs 
get off any easier in the opinion of 
the N.Y.U. auditors. “This finding 
is indicative, perhaps, of the hesi- 
tation of radio and tv to stimulate 
controversy, to face men of variant 
orientations, responsible spokes- 
men for differing points of view, 
one with the other, offer them the 
floor and let the chips fall where 
they may.” 

The report makes it clear that it 




















Controversy Found Wanting 


Continued from page 17 





did not examine the roster of Sun- 
day afternoon programs “when the 
nature of the fare provided by the 
networks is markedly different 
from the rest of the week.” The 
object of the survey was to focus 
attention on the prime listening 
hours of the evening, the hours 
convenient for the average listener 
and viewer. 

“Granted that the networks pro- 
vide extraordinary public service 
brozdcasts on Sundays, it is the 
very uniqueness of this kind of 
programming which underscores 
the significance of the findings 
which follow,” the report declared. 
“Sunday has long been a day set 
aside, in our culture, for the abso- 
lution of sins, committed with vigor 
for the preceding six days, and 
pursued with renewed energy with 
the Monday morning sunrise.” 

The report hopes that a more 
detailed study of the “shocking 
revelations” in “Controversy on 
Radio and TV” (title of the report) 
be made. 

The introduction to the report is 
signed by~ George N. Gordon, 
assistant professor of education, 
Dept. of Communications in Edu- 
cation, N.Y.U. The Civil Liberties 
Educational Foundation is 
by UN mediator Frank P. Graham, 
former prexy of Univ. of North 
Carolina and former U. S. Senator. 

Board of directors includes Buell 
G. Gallagher, Newbold Morris, 
Charles A. Siepmann, Mark Starr, 
John A. Thomas, Charles Ballin 
and Wiiliam Hammaitt Davis. Minna 
Post Peyser is executive director, 


WCCO Axes ‘HPL’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 

After having had “Housewives’ 
Protective League” on the air for 
more than 10 years, WCCO Radio 
(CBS affiliate) is dropping it be- 
cause of what's said to be a dif- 
ference of opinion as to how the 
revenue accruing from it should 
be split. 

Alan Gray has been stationed 
here by HPL to handte the shows. 
It’s expected he'll be transferred 
to New York to assist Galen Drake, 
the HPL man at station WCBS 
there. 








ABC Gives Okay On 
Mike Wallace Doing 
Stripped Mutual Show 


Mike Wallace is set to narrate 
Mutual’s “World Today,” the 25- 
minute stripped news show, broad- 
east from 8:05 to 8:30 p.m. 

Wallace got an okay to do the 
show from ABC, with whom he has 
an exclusive deal encompassing 
radio and tv. Wallace’s deal with 
ABC runs out in May, '59. Since 
the axing of the Sunday night 
“Mike Wallace Interviews” on 
ABC-TV, he hasn’t had any broad- 
cast exposure. 

Understood net is considering 
a new Wallace taped panel show 
for tv. But Wallace’s absence from 
the airways is said to have sparked 
the move to do the “World Today.” 
Deal hasn’t been put into writing 
as yet, but with the ABC clearance, 
no hitches are expected. 

Bowing out as narrator will be 
Westbrook Van Voorhis. Martin 
Plissner will continue as producer. 


‘Donna Reed Show’ 
Gets New Soup Coin 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 

“The Donna Reed Show” has 
been renewed by Campbell’s Soup 
for another 13 weeks, thus assur- 
ing the vidseries a run through the 
entire season. It was originally 
bought for 26 segments. 

Series, on ABC-TV Wednesday 
nights, is filmed at Screen Gems. 
—_—_—_$_—_=_=_=_—_—_—_—_=——_“—“<—=<" 


NTA’S DREAM PACKAGE 


of 85 feature films from the 





studios of 20th Century-Fox 
and other important producers 





Each and every one of the 85 
feature films in this distin- 
guished group offers a sales 
and rating dream! top-flight 
stars. first-rate pictures. 


THIS ABOVE ALL 


Tyrone Power, Joan Fontaine, 
Thomas Mitchell 


CALL NORTHSIDE 777 


James Stewart, Lee J. Cobb, Richaré Conte 


MOTHER WORE TIGHTS 


Betty Grable, Dan Dailey 


THE RAINS CAME 


Tyrone Power, Myrna Loy 


HEAVEN CAN WAIT 


Gene Tierney, Don Ameche 


CALL OF THE WILD 


Clark Gable, Loretta Young 


ROAD TO GLORY 


Fredrie March, Lionel Barrymore 


LILLIAN RUSSELL 


Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Henry Fonée 


NIGHTMARE ALLEY 


Tyrone Power, Joan Blondel 


Spencer Tracy, Claire Trevor 


REMEMBER THE DAY 
Claudette Colbert, John Payne 


Mark Stevens, Richard Widmark, 
Lloyd Nolan 


For the full story, 


get in touch today with 

NT NATIONAL TELEFILM 
“ASSOCIATES, INC., 

10 Columbus Circle.New York 19 

EACLE 1 ET io NE 


—C*_——__———_—————s 


FOR LEASE 
offices- 


TV or recording studio with 
dressing rooms & recording room. 
High Voltage service for Kleig 


PHONE iN NEW YORK 


RAvenswood 6-2340 
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CANADIAN TV STAR 
KILLED IN XMAS FALL 


Toronto, Dec. 30. 
Star of Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp’s weekly tv show, 


“P.M. | 








Tele Reviews 
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long at Nasser’s 
smile.” 

Considering Hangen’s views, and 





“toothpaste 


Party,” Ray Norris, 42, also man-| ¢ven allowing for the fact that all 


past be heard over the weekend 
periods. 

Affected by the revision will be 
the Robert Q. Lewis show, George 
Bryan as newscaster, similarly 
Allan Jackson, and a reduction in 





ager of the “Rhythm Pals,” fell 
to his death headfirst on Xmas 
Eve from a three-floor drop in an 
apartment house here after grap- 
pling with his wife and lurching 
through a long, plate-glass window 
leading to an elevator which they 
were awaiting. 

Police reported the case as 
closed after his wife, Mariene, 
fainted during her testimony that | 
her husband tripped after evading | 
her outstretched arm and plunged | 
to the canopy roof when she ad-| 
vised him to take a taxi rather | 
than drive his own car after a 
party that broke up at 6 a.m. { 

No inquest was ordered in Nor-| 
ris’ death. | 
—_—_—_ 


| 
Barrow | 


| 
eee «24(COntinued from page 19 Se 


fact that the web was unable to 
sell the periods and figured it was| 
better all the way round to let the | 
affils make some money on the | 
slots rather than advance substan- 
tial out-of-pocket costs for net- 
work sustainers. In light of all 
the networks’ inability to get com- | 
pletely off the sustaining hook in 
cheicer times, the decision appears 
to be justified. . 

As to must-buy, it’s become ap- 
parent with the changing patterns | 
of sponsorship, whether in the in-| 
creasing aecent on participations, 
the growing number of short term | 
buys of as little as one or two 
weeks, the diminution of spon-| 
sored periods into little bits and 
chunks of shows instead of full 
sponsorship or even alternate | 
sponsorship, that to operate profit- 
ably the networks must accent 
flexibility above ali. The day of 
the firm 52-week sponsorship, the 
fullblown lineup and the otherwise 
rigid ratecard requirements that 
characterized network advertising 
as recently as a year ago are over. | 

In a_ three-network economy 
where costs keen. spiralling, the 
webs must be able to handle as 
many types of advertiser and as | 
much budgetary-distribution-mer- 
chandising problems among their 
advertisers as possible. The key- 
note is flexibility — fiexibility 
against the other webs; against | 
the inroads of national spot; 
against the cable-less networks 
like NTA’s, which has siphoned off | 
at least $5,000,000 in billings which 
would normally accrue to the webs; 
against the growing preference for | 
regional syndicated film buys by | 
major advertisers like Amoco; 
against the tendency of some net- 
work advertisers to use supple- 
mentary budgets in pinpointed 
local campaigns instead of addi-| 
tional network buys. - 


Okay Sedalia Sale 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Sale of tv channel 6 at Sedalia, 
Mo., for the price of $50,000 has 
been approved by the Federal 
Communications Commision. 

Buyer of KDRO-TV is Cook Paint 
and Varnish Co., with interests in 
KMBC-AM-TV, Kansas City, and 
KFRM, Concordia, Kan. Seller is 
KDRO-TV and Radio, Inc., headed 
by Milton J. Hinlein. 
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HOWARD E. STARK 


BROKER ano FINANCIAL CONSULTANT 
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HELP WANTED 


Female 
PUBLICITY GAL FRIDAY 
for New York TV Station 
Young, personable, 
Box V-1222-58 VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St. New York 36, N.Y. 





| correspondents seemed to plug for 
| their areas, it did seem remarkable 
| for NBC to maintain Hangen in 
Cairo where, in the light of his 
| opinions, his objectivity would ap- 
| pear questionable. 
Irving R. Levine did a good job 
;on the show in his comments on 
the Russians, and he was matched 
| by Brinkley, who proved again why 
| he’s tops in the NBC news team. 
Joseph C. Harsch, who covers the 
London beat, noted Britain’s prob- 
lems are DeGaulle and the Com- 
mon Market, though that topic got 
remarkably little play. Cecil 
Brown gave a big pitch for more 
attention to the Asian nations. 
Program contained a number of 


| remarkably sharp and negative 


comments re President Eisenhower 
and his administration. Said Brink- 
ley, noting the U.S. was “rocket 
crazy”: “It'd be tragic if we'd end 
up as the first ones on the moon 
and the last non-Communist: coun- 
try left in the world.” Pauline 
Frederick, who tends to “lecture” 
‘as did Frank McGee in his one 
lengthy statement), made a good 
point in noting that technology was 
outpacing the diplomats at the 
UN. Hift. 








Majors 
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tribution organization. As long as 
Warner Bros. continues to hit it 
lucky with its westerns, giving 
ABC-TV a good rating boost, it’s 
unlikely that Warners will hit the 
Syndication trail. 


| year could reorientate Warners 


thinking. 
MGM-TV has been toying with 
the idea of setting up a syndication 


| organization for telefilms, but the 


management fracas of the parent 
Loew’s Inc., has made any expan- 
sion move in that direction most 
difficult. Charles ‘Bud) Barry, 
former MGM-TV_ topper, also 
wasn’t too hot on getting into 
syndication. His replacement may 
think otherwise. 

What stopped Barry and so many 
of the other majors is that syndi- 


But one bad | 





number of “This is New York” pro- 
grams. Rest of program schedule 
| remains much the same with the 
| network taking over at designated 
| times. Unlike other links in CBS 
| Nadio web, WCBS Radio will do a 
| delayed broadcast of a network- 
originated hour  (‘Houseparty,” 
“Galen Drake” and “Howard 
Miller”) from 11:05 a.m. 
(noon). 

Understood that CBS Radio's 
sales staffers have considerable 
sponsor interest in upcoming shows 
which preem Monday, Jan. 5. Pro- 
grams reportedly ure serving as 
pilots for other web o&o stations. 
In the event that Ray, Desmond, 
Jordan, et al. click in the metro- 
politan area, likelihood is they may 
go syndication on cne sister sta- 
tions. 


to 12 
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WNEW for 17 years was fed di- 
rectly to station announcers from 
ja special setup in the News Build- 
| ing, WNEW had no need for the 
, wire services, but in the last few 
| weeks—primarily due to the news- 
paper strike in N.Y.—the outlet 
has rushed through a dozen wire 
|service teletype feeders and has 
hurried completion of a news room, 
which was once WNEW’s largest 
broadcasting studio. ‘(Operation 
wasn’t Slated to start until tomor- 
row, New Year’s Day.) 

In addition to the news every 
| 30 minutes, WNEW is gearing for 
| frequent on-the-spot news break- 
| ins, with hot news preempting the 

regular deejay sked. Station has 
made a tieup with a group of for- 
|}mer INS men in Washington to 
'feed special capital reports, this 
| being in addition to the regular 
| wire service feeds. Many members 
|of the entirely new staff will be 
| “legging it,” searching out fresh 
and fol owup news remotes, after 

the fashion of Gabe Pressman at | 
WRCA. | 

Weldon had to throw the opera- | 














tme pale. 


| Sales talents—and a misstep can be | Le Donne, S. G. Ruderman and 


cation represents a specialized biz.| tion into gear three weeks early | 
It requires a national organization, | because of the paper strike. He | 
staffed by people with specialized hired Jim Gash, John Pluntze, Bob 


| costly. 


But those problems are | 
true of most any new business field. | 
What will stimulate the majors to | 
take the step is their need for | 
more coin, their need to diversify | 
and hedge their risks. | 


Costigan 


=a Continued from page 17 











ably the most. eagerly looked-for 
in the entire serieS by virtue of 
Costigan’s last year smash, “Little 
Moon of Alba.’”’) 

Costigan, it appears, was count- 
ing on Leslie Caron to step i 
the lead role. In fact he was plan- 
ike to write the program with | 
Miss Caron in mind. When it was | 
established that the film star would 
not be available, Costigan then 
turned to the idea of doing a tv 
adaptation of “Time Remembered,” 
the Broadway legiter in which 
Helen Hayes starred last season. | 
Deal looked promising until it de- 
veloped that the show's principal | 
backer (owning 40%) wouldn’t re-| 
lease the tv rights. j 

At the moment Costigan and | 
Miss Alberg are right back where | 





|; they started. As the February en- 


try, rehearsals would have to start 
in the next two or three weeks. 


= Continued from page 19 ae 


more than 25 hours of additional | 
broadcast time during the week- | 
end period. Dra«e’s aforemen- | 
tioned program also gets more) 
time on Saturday, 9:05 to 10 a.m. 
Ross is also a new addition to the | 
Saturday schedule from 12:15 to | 
1 p.m. Revised weekend lineup 
calls for “Let’s Find Out” moving 
to a new and earlier period Sun- 
day, 10:05 to 10:30 am. Jordan's 
Sunday series, tagged “Music 
From Broadway,” will be heard 
10:30 to 12 (noon) and agaih at 
night from 8:05 to 9 p.m. Jordan 
and Miss Nelson will do a program 
called “Sunday in New York.” 

Web’s public service features, 
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“Congressional Closeup,” “World 


| shot panto stanza, 


Steve Banker, whose most recent 
or major credits are with other 
radio or tv stations, and Ed Scott, 
formerly of CBS,News and WNTA 
(Newark) press department; Dick 
Merson, lately INS night foreign 
cable editor; \arren Gardner Jr., 
former assistant p.r. officer for the 
N.Y. State Department of Public 
Works; Ruth Lloyd of UP in East- 
ern Europe, former INS night cable 
ern Europe, Igarus’N. Pappas, ex-as- 
sociate editor on Surburbia Today, 
Good Housekeeping and News 
Front; Charles Sinclair, once of 
WPIX publicity and, as his assist- 
ant, Weldon hired Joe] Blumenthal 
away from CBS where she was an 
editorial. researcher. 


Shear Helms ‘Music Shop’ 


Maurice Duke, producer, has 
hired Barry Shear to direct the 
upcoming Buddy Bregman’s “Mu- 
sic Shop.” 

Show, which replaces “North- 
west Passage” in the 7:30-8 NBC- 
TV Sunday slot, will have the first 
installment taped. 

Shear, who was awarded a 
plaque by the officials of the re- 
cent Brussels exposition for his 
directing of the Ernie Kovacs one- 
left for the 
Coast over the weekend to start 








Tonight,” “Face the Nation,” “In- bd 
vitation to Learning” and «salt NBC or reatment 
Lake City Tabernacle” will as in 


MacLeish on Garroway’s ‘Today’ 








“Dp, 6. Pyrotechnics | 
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doesn’t please the grammarians. 

When Allison is alone on the 
stand, he gets into telephone alter- 
cations with irate listeners, or 
simply relies on his own remark- 
able loquacity. 

Highly opinionated, .there’s no 
middleground for Allison on most 
issues. And whether he’s for or 
against, it’s s‘rictly from feeling. 
He can work up a fearsome wrath 
over the arbitrariness of a House 
committee chairman who bottles 
up bills he doesn’t like (“I think 
it’s just a horrible thing.”). Or 
returning pre-war assets to the 
Germans (“I wouldn’t give them’ 
a cap pistol”). Or home-rule for 
Washington (“Southern Congress- 
men don’t want a Negro mayor’). 
Or the American Legion, the Mc- 
Clellan Committee, the starving 
children of Washington's slums... 

Allison’s experiment in _free- 
swinging speech has enjoyed the 
loyal support of WWDC prexy Ben 
Strouse who gave him full rein 
to plunge into the Negro question 
in the fall of 1957. Allison began 
by airing a joint interview between 
a Virginia segregationist and an 
NAACP official. Other volatile 
duels have followed, and Allison 
has been accused of stirring up 
racial strife by the same people 
who demand he depart for Russia 
ar some place even further beyond 








Because of his refusal to stay on 
the fence, Allison takes some 
bumps when jumping off. The 
crank threats have extended to his 
wife and two children. He’s lost 
a couple of sponsors (but replaced 
them), and moved his operations 
twice from previous restaurant lo- 
cations. As Allison says, “If you 
can’t talk freely in Washington, 
where can you?” 


Radio Review 





CHRISTMAS SING WITH BING 
With Bing Crosby, Kathryn Grant 

Crosby, Norman Lubeff Choir, 

Paul Weston Orch, Ken Car- 

penter, others 
Producer-director: Bill Merrow 
60 Mins.; Wed (24), 9 p.m, 
INSURANCE CO. OF NORTH 

AMERICA 
CBS Radio, from H’wood 

(N. W. Ayer & Son) 

Another Christmas, another Bing 
Crosby “Sing.” CBS Radio estab- 
lished the “Christmas Sing With 
Bing” pattern four years ago and 
it still holds up as an easy and 
comfortable programming segment 
for Yule listening. 

With Crosby  croonin 
emceeing around-the-worl ick- 
ups for Xmas festivities, the hour 
rolls by in a familiar but still en- 
jovable way. The hymns, carols 
and even the Tin Pan Ailey salutes 
to the season get lots of play and 
the interviews with representatives 
from such far-away places as Ha- 
waii, Australia; Paris and Rome 
set the global mood in music and 
attitudes. 

Extra added attraction this year 
was Kathryn Grant Croshy who 
joined her husband on “Away in 
the Manger” carol. Otherwise the 
tune pitch was the same. “Jin 
Bells,” “Adeste Fidelis,” “White 
Christmas” and other standbys 
were pleasant to hear again in the 
Crosby manner. 

Accompaniment by the Norman 
Luboff Choir and the Paul Weston 


and 

















Taken sharply to task by a dis- 
tinguished Gotham rabbi for rude- 
ly cutting in on Archibald Mac- 
Leish’s recent appearance on the 
NBC-TV “Today” program, the 
web this week apologized and 
asked the minister to give “To- 
day” “another opportunity § to 
prove our integrity and sensitivi- 
ty.” 


Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, prexy 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, wrote to Robert 
Kintner, prexy of NBC, protesting 
the “callous” behavior of the 
net in connection with the Mac- 
Leish appearance. “Although less 
than five minutes of television's 
precious and costly time was al- 
loted to this great American poet, 
even those few moments were twice 
interrupted by the usual pitch 
man's cheap and tawdry hucker- 
stering,” Rabbi Eisendrath wrote. 

“The second interruption came 
precisely as Mr. MacLeish was, 
with prefound penetration and 
spiritual affirmation, speaking of 
his play's (“J. B.") endeavor to 
echo the eternal problem adum- 
brated in the Biblical Book of Job 
concerning the justice or injustice 
of the universe, and it was at 
precisely this instant when Mr, 
MacLeish spoke of the ‘confronta- 
tion of God’ on the part of the 
hero of his play that this out- 
standing symbol of America at its 
best was most rudely and crudely 
and even blasphemously, consider- 
ing this discussion of the Scrip- 
tural Book of Job, interrupted for 
the inevitable and irresistible crass 
commercial announcement. A shin- 
ing examp'e of America at its 
worst! .. . Despite the unioue and 
noble stature of Mr. MacLeish 
and the exalting nature of the sub- 
ject of which he was «sneaking, 
both were cavalierly d'smissed on 
this program as Mics Florida who 
preceded him and the trained 
porpoire thet followed him!” 

Rabbi Eisendrath concluded with 
the snapper that “this was an af- 
front not only to Mr. MacLeish 
and to any viewers other than 
children of imbeciles, but an af- 
front to all relivions as well.” 

Robert F. Lewine, veep in 
charge of NRC-TV programs, un- 
dertook the job of renlvine to the 
rabbi’s letter, by agreeing that 
the interruptions were unfortunate 
and “there is, quite objectively, 
very little we can say in ovr de- 
fense, since we cannot. and do not 
beg the viewing public's indul- 
gence and understanding of our 
problems: the end result must 
stand by itself without excuses.” 

Lewine explained that in the 
post-provram conference on Dec. 
12 the “Today” staff “was fully as 
upset as you and far more vehe- 
ment.” He observed that NBC has 
been “accused of many things by 
interested parties, but one of our 
great and continuing sources of 
pride is that we have very seldom 
been accused of bad taste. Bad 
judgment, yes, but of the kind that 
was exercised in a matter of sec- 
onds under great pressure.” 

Lewine said it wasn’t an easy 
letter for him to write “since in 
retrospect we can only concur in 
the validity of your criticism” and 
“it is my personal wish that vou 
will give us the chance to justify 
our hepe that your conclusion will 
not be a lasting one.” 

Rabbi Ejisendrath was out of 
town when Lewine’s letter arrived 
but his secretary said the rabbi 
would comment on it upon his 
return. A copy of the Lewine let- 








work on the Bregman showcase.! orch was topnotch. Gros. ter also went to MacLeish. 
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\Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 











Peggy Lee (Capitol): “ALRIGHT, ork and a vocal chorus on 
OKAY, YOU WIN” (Minsont) has|a pleasing theme from France. 
a swinging, rhythmie quality that (Coral): “TIED 
the juke crowd to take to in| TO STRINGS OF YOUR 


HEART” (Draket) is a pretty bal- 
lad that may win some spins with 
the anti-Top 40 programmers. 
“NOLA” (Sam Fox*) is in a vocal 
setting, this time out, for some 
deejay attention. 

e Morgan Bros. (MGM): 
“NOLA” (Sam Fox*) swings the 
oldie in a way that gives it some 


s 5 ap ee = sul (Feist*) gets 
an 0 rpretation for 
good spinning reaction. 
say Crosby (RCA Victor): “I 
KNOW” (Larry Shayne*) follows 
the familiar rocking pattern estab- 
lished by Presley and Nelson and 
could make this Crosby a teenage 
crush. “DELIA” (Montclaret) has 


MITCH MILLER ORCH...CHILDREN’S MARCHING SONG 
(Celumbia)....... .......-Carolina In The Morning 
Mitch Miller’s “Children’s Marching Song” (Miller*) has the 
kind of snap that takes in the kiddies as well as the adults and 
thould hold its own against the earlier Cyril Stapleton version on 
London. “Carolina in the Morning” (Remick*) has a community 
sing idea, culled from the “Sing Along With Mitch” LP, that easily 
fiits into jukebox tastes. 








* * * 
KENNY BASS........IN THE WILLOW BY MY WINDOW 
Ee a ere Sutra Cha-Cha 


Kenny Bass’ “In the Willow by My Window Sits a Little Bird” 
(Gilt) drums up a cute beat for lots of spinning acceptance 
on ail levels. Tune also has the kind of appeal that will make the 
other diskeries want to cover. “Sutra Cha-Cha” (Lake Eriet) 
has a lively flavor that will get it an okay spinnig reaction. 

. . - 


KINGSTON TRIO............... ‘ SALLY 
(Capitol) ................Raspberries, Strawberries 
The Kingston Trio’s “Sally” (Beechwoodt) isn’t as grim as group’s 
previous “Tom Dooley” click but it’s got a beat and a folk flavor 
that will lead it toa er payoff. “Raspberries, Strawberries” 
(Ardmore?) is a folk item that’s neatly concocted and delivered, 


* * . 
CHRIS BARBER’S JAZZ BAND........ ...PETITE FLEUR 
(Laurie) OP ay 0k vive ....Wild Cat Blues 

Chris Barber's “Petite Fleur” (Hill & Ranget) has an ingratiat- 
ing instrumental lilt that’s sure to get the side into the top spin- 
ning colims. “Wild Cat Blues” (Pickwick*) has a smooth jazz 
pattern that the spinners ought to pick up for some play. 

* * * 
As RS A ag ee SUGAR PLUM 
BRAG Sirs OP rere ..- Never Let Me Go 

Met Albert's “Sugar Plum” (Melhedd*) is sweet-spinning side 

for teener appreciation. Newcomer has a winning rocking style 


and the tune is’ right up the jean set's alley. “Never Let Me Go’ 
(Bess{) sets up a neat 7 ’n’ r beat that young Albert takes to easily. 


a rhythmic flair which the young catch - on tial. “GUID 

crooner handles e well, STAR” _—e “ f U , awa 

eee aatles SPS: SMO | ail sovent to edatte and tooners, 
akin ood 

ord for the winter season with a! tion. “~~? spinning selec- 


lot of int in effects.| De Castro ian 
“WHEN T SUN GOES DOWN" Castro Sisters C-Para- 
(Roxbury*) features more of the mount): “TEACH ME TONIGHT 


CHA CHA” (Leeds-Hub*) cha cha’s 
a hit of several rs back but 
gives it no patel walake. “THE 
+ rene sendy oe MY PILLOW” 
mison as average a 1 
the teen crowd. — 
David Allen-Ray Heindorf Orch 
(Warner Bros.): “DRIFTING” (Wit- 


‘s harmony tricks but this 

one ese less of a spinning chance. 
Bill Darnel (Jubilee): “LONELY 
WINE” (Kin ) is flavored 
with a rock 'n’ beat this time 
out and Bill Darnel builds it up for 
a chance to stro again. “1 


UNDERSTAND” ( *) sets 2 
ballad in an ordinary rn’r beat. | ™2TK*) is the theme from the WB 


-, | pic, “Auntie Mame,” handled in a 
wietr?, Vale A| warm and winning way by David 











ote 
LAWRENCE WELK 


Presents 
PETE FOUNTAIN 
(Coral Album No. 57200) 





Allen. “AUNTIE MAME” (Wit- 
mark*) gets a rich instrumental 
treatment that makes for topnotch 
programming. 

Sheb Wovley (MGM): “STAR OF 
LOVE” (Cordialt) is a moderate 
ballad that will 7 up occasional 
play. “CHERRY SWEET” (Cor- 
dial*) works a pleasing lilt into a 
likable side. 

Roger Coleman (20th-Fox): 
“SUNDAY” (Williamson*) is a 
lively item from Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein’s “Flower Drum Song” 
that will add up to lotsa spins and 
new fans for Roger Coleman. 
“RICH IN LOVE” (Delaware*) has 
a lyrie that’s too heavy for pop 
impact, but Coleman does a neat 
crooning job. 

Vince Martin (ABC-Paramount): 
“GOODNIGHT IRENE” (Ludlow?) 
is a neat workover of a former 
click but it won’t happen again. 
“OLD GREY GOOSE” (Stone*) is 
just a pleasant little folksong. 

Cathy Carr (Roulette): “WITH 
LOVE” (Favorite*) gets a good 
spinning chance in the way that 
Cathy Carr handles the bright lyric 
and which the teeners are sure to 
pick up. “FIRST ANNIVERSARY” 
(Planetary*) has a cute ‘beat but 
the lyric peg is a-step ahead of 
teener appreciation. 

Ann Leonarde (Colpix): “SIN- 
BAD” (Thursday*) is trapped in a 
strained lyric and an ordinary 
melodic line. “SINBAD CHA-CHA;’ 
(Knollwood*) is a bit too intricate 
to win the hip-swingers. 

Jimmy Wakely (Shasta): “SLIP- 
PING AROUND” is a solo rework 
of a 2,000,000 seller on which 
Wakely dueted with Margaret 
Whiting for Capitol in 1949. The 
market has changed a lot since 
then. “I LOVE YOU SO MUCH IT 
HURTS” was a 1948 country click 
for Wakely and he gives it a new 
treatment that will win some spins. 

Buddy Morrow Orch (RCA Vic- 
tor): “ONE-TWO-THREE KICK” 
(Spier*) has the orch in a hot 
conga beat that rufis on both sides 
of the disk. Could be the first step 
in replacing the cha cha. 


* ASCAP. + BMI. 


Album Reviews 





Ricky Nelson: “Ricky 
Again!” (Imperial). In this, his 
third LP for the Imperial label, 
Ricky Nelson continues the vocal 
pattern that’s made him a teenage 
favorite. It’s pegged for the young- 
er set with titles such as 


Enough To Love,” “Restless Kid” | home crowd. 


Sings | (Coral). Stan Rubin and his Tiger- 


town Five are in a big band setting 
for this lively disk bash. Package 
mixes up :x -dixieland numbers 
and six straight dance items for 
results that will appeal to the 


“Old | listener as well as the dance-at- 


Group has lots of 


and “You Tear Me Up.” The jean-| spirit and a flashy musical savvy 


ers will probably go for it in a 
big way. Nelson gets a strong musi- 
| assist from James Burton (gui- 
tar), James Kirkland (bass), Richie 
Frost (drums) and Gene Garth 
(piano). 

Frankie Avalon: “The Young 
Frankie Avalon” (Chancellor). 
Frankie Avalon has clicked strong- 
ly in the singles field and his young- 
fans should help get him a foot- 
hold in the album market. He’s got 
a pleasant singing style but it lacks 
the maturity to lure the adult 
buyer though there are enough 
teeners around to make it a good 
seller. In addition to his crooning 
on such as “Too Young To Love,” 
“Teach Me Tonight” and “Pretty 
Eyed Baby,” Avalon comes through 
with a nifty trumpet solo on “Bella 
Del Mondo.” 

Henry Mancini Orch: “The 
Music ¥rom ‘Peter Gunn’” (RCA 
Victor). Some of the interesting 
jazz themes that Henry Mancini 
has composed for the “Peter 
Gunn” teleseries get an exciting 
showcasing in this package. The 
music has become a potent force 
in building the show’s ratings but 
it stands up alone in the groove 
as a sampling of Mancini’s creative 
ability. Mancini conducts the pack- 
age with care. 

David Seville; “The Witch Doc- 
ter” (Liberty). David Seville (ne 
Ross Bagdasarian) who came up 
with this year’s hottest Xmas disk, 
“The Chipmunk Song,” has gone 
into his catalog for this album 
and it turns out to be a frolicsome 
and happy package that will do 
well in the market. In addition to 
a repeat of the clicko “Witch Doc- 
tor,” there are “Bird On My 
Head,” “Litthe Brass Band” and 
“Take Five” to keep the grooves 
jumping. 

Howard Lanin Orch: 

Drum Song” (ABC - Paramount). 
The Rodgers & Hammerstein score 
for the current Broadway produc- 
tion, “Flower Drum Song,” is 
dressed up in a neat dancing pack- 
age by Howard Lanin. Maestro 
keeps the beat simple and easy to 
follow and although it doesn’t de 
much for the Richard Rodgers 
melodies, it makes for a pleasin 
background for home terping. A 
that’s the set’s main purpose. 

Charlie Barnet: “Cherokee” 
(Everest). Here's a big band sound 
that harks back to the heydays of 
the 1930s and early '40s. Charlie 
Barnet has rounded up some top- 
flight sidemen to help recapture 
the spirit of those pre-rock 'n’ roll 
days, and they do it with a zest 
that’s seldom heard in current re- 
eordings. In addition to the title 
tune, disk features “Moten Swing,” 
“Pompton Turnpike” and “Sky- 
liner,” among other swingers. 


“Flower 





Stan Rubin Orch: “Open House” 





(Columbia): 
SPOT” (Korwin*) gets 
some spinning heat only from the 
way Je Vale makes a routine 
lyric believable. “ME AND MY 
SHADOW” (Bourne*) comes off 
like a material e that is more 
important to Vale on a nitery floor 
than in the groove. 

Eddy Arneld (RCA _ Victor): 
“CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK” 
(Skidmore*) works a h 
ic feel and swinging g' Soaking, 





1. THE CHIPMUNK SONG (4) 


Chet Atkins into an spin-|% 4. TOM DOOLEY (11) ........ 
ning bet. “I'LL HOLD YOU IN z ay 
MY HEART” (Adams-Vee & Ab- 5. MY HAPPINESS (1) ....... 
bottt) is a slow country ballad that 


will - 9 fans among Eddy Arnold's 


are (Decca): “A|% § PROBLEMS (6) 


resents a cule ne aoe side 9. I GOT STUNG (6) ......... 
ming. “WILLINGLY” fShe 10. LONESOME TOWN (5) ..... 


Bernstein*) spotlights Cavallaro’s 
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Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d 
te write authoritatively some 
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WHOLE LOTTA LOVIN’ 
ONE NIGHT 
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2. SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES (3) 
3. TO KNOW HIM IS TO LOVE HIM (7) ........ 00 cceeeeeenees 
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7. GOTTA TRAVEL ON (1) ... 
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CEE. Gacee vsands Liberty 
DE ob and oevcecs ex Mercury 
SL SEED, 0 cc ccccceceas Dore 
Kingston Trio .......... Capitol 
Connie Francis .......... MGM 
ere Roulette 
Billy Grammer ...... Monument 
Buerly Bree. ...coccsces Cadence 
Oe re Victor 
Ricky Nelson .......... Imperial 
Co errs Imperial 
a er Victor 
Clyde McPhatter ...... Atlantic 
Teresa Brewer ...... ose cstetae 
SE HOR bn 0ccseecdnurs Dot 
gs a Coed 


Harry Simeone Chorale 20th Fox 


Conway Twitty .......... MGM 
Jimmie ee Roulette 
Reg Owen Orch .......- Palette 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
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that sparks through every groove, 

Jackie Cooper & His Combot 
“The Movies Swing” (Dot). Jackie 
Cooper, a parttime drummer, takes 
off on a dozen pic tunes for a hip, 
happy package. He’s got a flair for 
the sticks and the boys in his 
combo back him up strongly as he 
beats his way through “Pennies 
From Heaven,” “Gigi,” “The 
Bridge On The River Kwai 
March,” “Gone With The Wind” 
and the like. The Cooper combo 
consists of Yank Lawson (trumpet) 
Boomie Richmond (tenor sax), Bill 
Stegmeyer (clarinet), Dick Hyman 
(piano), George Barnes (guitar), 
Bob Haggart (bass) and Lou Mc- 
Garrity (trombone). 

The Young Tuxedo Jazz Band: 
“Jazz Begins” (Atlantic). The fu- 
neral and parade music sounds of 
New Orleans have been excellently 
captured by the Young Tuxedo 
Jazz Band. Disk has been hand- 
somely packaged to match the high 
quality that went into the groov- 
ing. Most of the musical pieces are 
traditional giving the set historical 
as well as entertainment values. 

“The Geisha Boy” (Jubilee). 
Walter Scharf has penned an en- 
tertaining score for the Jerry Lewis 
starrer, “The Geisha Boy,” that 
combines the melodic moods of 
the western world and the Far 
East. This soundtrack package, 
played by the Sinfonia of London 
Orchestra conducted by ,Muir 
Mathieson, will help LP program- 
mers and do okay on the retail 
level. 

Jo Basile-Aldo Conti: “Cafe Itai- 
iano” (Audio Fidelity). A tasty 
musical pizza parade is dished out 
by Jo Basile’s accordion and orch 
with tenor Aldo Conti coming in 
for a flavorsome vocal assist. The 
Italian mood is kept light and 
bright for overall Png mrt 
even if the lyric rema foreign. 

Pat Dorn Orch: “Dancing For 
Debutantes” (Seeco). Although 
there are plenty of dance sets al- 
ready on the market, room should 
be made on the shelf for this latest 
entry by Pat Dorn. Pianist- 
maestro has been backing the blue- 
blood bashes for some time and 
knows the proper beat to keep the 
terpsters moving. In this package 
he arranges everythi into neat 
terp patterns to suit all styles. 

r Brand: “Give ‘Im The 
Hook” (Riverside). "‘his set is sub- 
titled “Songs That Killed Vaude- 
ville” and it’s easy to see why. 
Oscar Brand has collected some 
musical relics which would really 
be horrible if taken seriously. 
However, Brand delivers ‘em all 
with a spirit that gives the pack- 
age an intriguing humorous qual- 

y. 

Alan Lomax: “Texas Folk Songs” 
(Tradition). The folk tune buff is 
in for a treat with this package. 
Alan Lomax’s collection of cowboy 
ballads, love songs and hymns 
make up an interesting musical ex- 
cursion into Texas lore. Lomax 
gives them all vocal life with hig 
knowledgeable balladee style, 
Accompaniment by Guy Carawan 
on guitar and banjo and John 
Cole on harmonica are first-rate. 

“Saxomaniac” (Apollo). Sub- 
titled “Sax Sounds Out Of the 
Past,” this package features such 
topnotch horn-men as Coleman 
Hawkins. George Auld, Ben Web- 
ster, Willis Jackson, Illinois Jace 
quet and Arnett Cobb on some 
swinging solo scunds. Some of the 
sides were cut more than 10 years 
ago, but the recordings are fine 
and demonstrate that the boys 
really knew how to blow up a 
storm in those days. Gros. 
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Mitch Miller BMB’s 


‘Man of Year’ 


(Because He, Too, Hates ‘Top 40’) 


The “Top 40” pattern of pro-s 
gramming got another slugging 
last week. This time the pitch was 
made by the Better Music Broad- 
casters who gathered to plaque 
Mitch Miller, Columbia Records 
pop artists & repertoire chief, with 
a “Man of the Year” citation. 

Award was made on behalf of 
Miller’s continuing battle against 
“Top 40” and especally his speech 
at the deejay convention in Kansas 
City earlier in the year when he 
blasted “Top 40” programming. 

Award was made by Carl L. 
Schuele, president cf Broadcast 
Time Sales, who referred to the 
Miller speech as “The Gettysburg 
Address of Radio” and said that | 
it had been a signal to all broad- | 
casters to “take a long look at 
their programming with a view 
toward more variety and quality in | 
music.” He quoted from Miller's 
K.C. talk in which the a&r boss 
said, “A smart radio station is the 
one that recognizes that a person 
is grown up a lot longer than he 
is a sub-teen and works to build 
a permanent audience.” 

John Reeves, manager of the 
record department at Macy’s, 
noted that national sales figure 
now show that LPs now account 
for 36% of the units sold, but 
70% of the dollar volume. In the 
New York market, he added, LPs 
account for almost 80% of — 
dollar volume, a jump of 30% 
1958. Reeves also stated that LPs, 
ere purchased by adults and the 
more mature teenager. He said 
the advent of stereo records should | 
be a large factor in increasing LP | 
sales even more next year. 

In accepting the award, Miller 
said the Better Music Broadcasters 
keep and exercise the professional 
responsibility of music program- 
ming and do not leave it solely to 
the junior high school set and 
the list-maker in the record shop. 
He said, “We must not under-rate 
the taste and intuitive wisdom of 
the people. An audience has an 
insatiable appetite for fresh- 
varied and unpredictable music. I 
refuse to picture the listener as 
passive and slothful. An attentive 
and alert listener, which to you 
and your advertising clients means 
a successful and loyal listener, de- 
pends on a constant rotation of 
rich musical crops and your (Bet- 
ter Music) programming proves 
that this can guarantee a financial 
harvest bigger and more perma- 
nent than radio has even seen.” | 

The Better Music unit is com- | 

rised of stations WVNJ, Newark; 

AYE, Baltimore; WJMJ, Phila- 
delphia; WDOK, Philadelphia; 
WDOK, Cleveland; KADY, St. 
Louis; KIXL, Dallas, and XEMO, 
San Diego. All feature adult mu- 
sic programming, particularly LPs. 


Stabbing at Dick Clark’s 
Pottstown Dance; Solons Of 
Sherman, Tex., Eye Control 


Philadelphia, Dec. 30. 

Dick Clark’s teenage dance end- 
ed in a brawl at the Sunnybrook 
Ballroom, Pottstown, with one 
youth stabbed and another held for 
aggravated assault and battery. 
More than 1,000 boys and girls 
watched the fight, which took place 
on a parking lot in the rear of 
the ballroom. 

The incident occurred at mid- | 
night (26) as about 2,000 youngsters 
were leaving the record hop, which 
Clark had personally conducted. 
The “American Bandstand” star 
(ABC-TV recording and dance 
show) had already left the ball- 
room, however. He said later at his 
Drexelbrook home that he was un- 
aware the fight had taken place. 

“This is very unfortunate,” the 
tv deejay declared. “The kids were 
very orderly all evening and the 
place was properly chaperoned. 
We've had more than 600 dances 
like this and thete has never been 
any trouble. I’m very sorry it 
happenee ” 














| continue 





RCA Victor G.M. & VP. 


George R. Marek 
expounds on 
Stereo: You’d Better 
Not Make a Mistake 
another Editorial Feature 
in the 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 











Cleaning House, 


Urania Building 
Catalog 2 Ways 


With Bill Nielsen as new sales 
director, Urania is blueprinting an 
expansion in the pop and classical 
field for 1959. Nielsen, former 
general manager of Epic Records, 
joined Urania several weeks ago. 

For the ‘59 push, Nielsen has 
|Streamlined the Urania catalog, 

deleting close to 40% of the items 
in an effort to build a fast-moving 
repertory. Nelsen plans to start 
the year rolling with a drive on 
the catalog line, releasing no new 
LPs in January. He's also offering 
a special 19% discount on both 
monaural and stereo packages to 
distributors which, in turn will be 
passed on to qualifying dealers. 

Nielsen also plans to ship the 
Urania merchandise only through 
its regular distributors and to dis- 
disposing of deleted 


items through char.azels that have 
(Continued on page 40) 
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HOOF HYPO 


NEW SOUNDS 


The dancebands, which have had 
only spotty success on wax for the 
past decade, are getting another 
big chance to become important 
disk factors with the advent of 
stereo. Herman Diaz, of RCA Vic- 





tor’s pop artists & repertoire de- | 


partment, sees stereo’s new sound 
techniques and requirements as be- 
ing especialiy suitable for exploi- 
tation by the big pop bands. 

While solo vocalists stand little 
to gain from stereo treatment, the 
instrumental groups can utilize all 
of stereo’s spatial separation of 
sound with maximum impact. Diaz, 
however, stated that the band- 
leaders as well as the arrangers 
must first learn to master the 
stereo elements in order to get 
legitimate musical ideas, rather 
than simple ping-pong effects, out 
of the new recording technique. He 
said that the technical and a&r 
ends of the recording sessions also 
have still a lot to iearn about put- 
ting stereo into the groove. 

In any case, the new potential 
created by stereo has sparked Vic- 
tor’s recent accent on bands. Rela- 
tively new on the Victor roster are 
the Larry Elgart and Xavier Cugat 
orchs who join such bandleaders 
as Perez Prado, Tito Puente, Ray 
McKinley, Henri Reve, Artie 
Shaw, Melachrino, Frankie Carle, 
Buddy Morrow, Meyer Davis, Es- 
quivel, Sauter-Finegan, and Ray 
Martin. In addition, Victor is push- 
ing orchestral music by its own 
musical directors, Hugo Winter- 
halter and Joe Reisman. 

Diaz opined that the reason the 
dancebands went into decline in 
the early 1940s was that they 
stopped playing dance music. In- 
creasingly, che arrangements be- 
came “concertized” and the kids 
stopped dancing to the beat in or- 
der to listen te the souped-up mu- 
sic. Diaz believes that it would 
be a mistake for the current bands 
to repeat the same pattern. Dance- 
bands, he said, should stick to 
their last and, while it’s okay to 
throw in an occasional special ar- 
rangement, the bands should play 
in a consistent and recognizable 
way. 
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U.S. Firms in Brit. 
Get Tough’ Rules 
For Entry in PRS 


London, Dec. 30. 

Three new clauses governing the 
eligibility of publishers for mem- 
bership in the Performing Right 
Society are making it difficult for 
American subsidiaries in Britain 
to obtain entry into the PRS, 

The new conditions stipulate 
that: (1) the business must have 
been actively conducted for at least 
12 months; (2) the pubbery must 
have a catalog of at least 25 pub- 
lished musical works that are being 
broadcast or publicly performed to 
an appreciable extent; and (3) that 
at least 20% of the broadcast and 
publicly performed works must be 
British, or the earnings of the 
British songs must be worth $2,800. 

A suggestion to H. L. Walter, 
general manager of PRS, that these 
stipulations amounted almost to a 
ban on membership of new Ameri- 
can companies in Britain, and ap- 

(Continued on page 40) 
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As his year-end wrap-up of the 
music biz situation, George Marek, 
RCA Victor disk v.p. and general 
manager, sees stereophonic sound 
as “presenting an opportunity for 
lifting the record business to new 
heights, for introducing new peo- 
ple to music, for convincing the 
half-convinced.”” Marek stated that 
“while it is always dangerous to 
gaze into the crystal ball, I think 
that in 1959 stereophonic sound 
will ‘sing’ its way into the minds 
and hearts of many thousands of 
music lovers.” 

Marek added that stereo will 
also prove “a potent stimulant to 
the phonograph and record busi- 
ness” and that it will bring new 
and challenging opportunities for 
interesting recordings.” The Vic- 
tor exec also stated that the “tape 
cartridge developed and intre duced 
by RCA Victor will aid the use 
of tape in the American home.” 

Pointing to 1958 as a year in 
which Victor “continued to 
strengthen its leadership” and as a 
year of “many accomplishments,” 
Marek acknowledged that the last 
12 months also was “beset with 
many problems for the industry, 
problems for both the manufac- 
turer and the dea'er.” He accented 
that RCA is “studying the prob- 
lems faced by the dealer with spe- 
cial care for we have always be- 
lived that without a strong dis- 
tributor and dealer structure, the 
industry cannot grow, prosper or 
serve the public well.” 

In a rundown of Victor's stereo 
efforts in 195%, Marek stated that 
the label released 196 different 
nieces of revo“toire on stereo LPs, 
27 tape cartridges and 76 sterco 
tape reels. “This represents,” he 
said,” the largest stereo catalog 
in the industry.” 

Marek spotlighted the Van Cli- 
burn recording of Tchaikovsky's 
First Piano Concerto and the 
label’s new recording of “Madame 
Butterfly” for copping first prizes 
in the recent Saturday Reviews’ 
critics’ poll. A'so the package field, 
Marek focussed on the label's best- 
selling pic soundtrack set of “South 
Pacific.” “Victory at Sea,” Vol. 2, 
and albums bv Harry Belafonte, 
Perry Como, Perez Prado, Fritz 
Reiner and Elvis Presley. Marek 
stated that Presley has continued 
his phenomenal popularity as a 
single seller despite his absence 
from the country as a member of 
the Armed Forces. 


Famous British Reserve 
Seen Making Changeover 





To Stereodisks Slower 


London, Dec. 23, 

It’s going to be several years be- 
fore Britain becomes stereodisk- 
conscious to a major degree. Rea- 
son for this is attributed to the 
natural conservatism of the public. 
But the diskeries are by no means 
downhearted — it’s exactly what 
they expected. 

Contrary to a report in the Fi- 
nancial Times (Britain's Wall Street 
Journal), which states that con- 
sumer reaction to the new system 
hag been disappointing, record com- 
pany spokesman say the change- 
over has got to be gradual—it was 
never anticipated as an overnight 
craze. And considering the limited 
number of titles available at pres- 
ent, they are quite satisfied with 
the way sales are shaping up. 

The demand for playback equip- 
ment is still small, however, and 
this has been attributed to its cost, 
ranging from $97 to $588, which 

es even more prohibitive 
when it’s pointed out that the bulk 
of disk purchases are made by 
teenagers. 

Apart from the price range of 
the phonographs, there is still only 
a small selection of stereo platters 
on the market—about 200 in all. 
Of these, about 75% are classical. 
But a Decca spokesman stated that 
despite this, sales were larger than 
expected. He added that it had 
taken nine years for microgroove 
platters to make any sizable peste 
on the public, 


ow 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


A pointed expose of songshark techniques was made in a recent Is- 
sue of the Toronto Star by associate editor Pierre Berton, Under the 
pseudonym of Penny Burton, he submitted a deliberately corny lyric 
to three music firms which advertise song appraisal services in the 
various pulp mags. In each case, the music firms praised the lyric and 
asked for publication fees, ranging from $34 to $110. One of the firms 
put on additional pressure by warning that “our monthly quota is rap- 
idly nearing capacity for records, television, radio, motion pictures, 
shows, entertainers, etc.” Berton’s tagline to his story is: “And yet, 
after listening all day to rock 'n’ roll, I have a nagging suspicion that 
this idiotic poem. could have been a smash hit. Crazier things have 
happened.” 





The Festival of Faith and Freedom Foundation has been formed to 
dramatize the Bible through a series of musical productions. The org 
will (1) promote the presentation of Biblical pageants, oratories, bal- 
lets and dramatic works; (2) encourage new musical dramatic works 
based on the Bible by contemporary composers; (3) record and dis- 
tribute these works; (4) establish a centre for Biblical music which wili 
include library, auditorium, rehearsal rooms and a museum for Bibli- 
cal arts. Jascha Heifetz and Gregor Piatagorsky are among the artists 
involved in the new org which will headquarter in Los Angeles. 





New England jazz buffs are getting a cuffo break from educational 
tv in Boston, and will be able to see and hear their faves on WGBH 
radio and tv. AFTRA is giving special clearance to the Boston educa- 
tional stations for regular appearances of jazz artists on “Jazz With 
Father O’Connor,” simulcast by WGBH Fridays from 7:15 to 7:45 p.m. 
Father Norman J. O’Connor, Catholic chaplain of Boston U., is mark- 
ing his fourth year of weekly jazz programs in cooperation with Local 
9 of the AFM, and now AFTRA. 





Gearing for a consumer push to stereo after the first of the year, 
Columbia’s phonograph division has added nine new models to its 
stereo line. This brings Col’s stereo phono line up to 22 models. The 
nine new models, which will be marketed in January, cover portables, 
consoles in a price range from $39.95 to $399.95. 





The current issue of the Swedish music monthly Musikrevy is de- 
voted to American music. This is believed to be the first time that a 
Scandinavian musie periodical has devoted a whole issue to America. 
It was done with the assistance of the United States Information Serv- 





Copitel Records Prexy 
Glenn E. Wallichs 
details the when & why there's 
Nothing More 
Permanent 


Than Change 
particularly in the Disk Business 


another Editorial Feature 
in the 
53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Berlin, Dec. 30. 
Disk in Western Ger- 
many hit the 41,000,000 mark for 
the first nine months of 1958, for a 
10% increase over the same period 
in ‘57. The 45 rpm platter accounts 
for 89% of the market now with 
the 78 virtually on its last legs. 
While the of record- 
ing machines has gone up only 
slightly this year, tape recorders 
registered a 40% upbeat over the 
previous year. 


Duke Niles in Paris 

Duke Niles, Ray Ventura’s pub- 
lishing rep in the U.S., left for 
Paris last week for huddles with 
Ventura on publishing and record- 
ing plans for the new year. 

On the agenda is a plan to re- 
lease Ventura’s Versailles disk line 
in the U.S. Latter label is cur- 








Making Like Parent, UA Records 


Called ‘Dream’ 


for Indie Producers 





——# United Artists’ carryover of its 


MJ LONSIE—6 WEEKS 


independent production concepts 
from the film industry into the disk 
field is opering new creative fron- 


AT S.F’S BLACK HAWK) tiers for musicians. with UA put 


San Francisco, Dec. 39. 


package ideas will be provided op- 


The Modern Jazz Quartet have | portunity to get in the groove with 
signed for their longest Coast stand | @ minimum of interference from 


—a six-week segment at the Black 


Hawk starting Feb. 10. 


the label itself. 


That, in any case, is how the 
setup is working out with pianist 


MJQ’s previous on the ml Schaefer, who recently quit 


‘A as a musical director to 


th. This the goep wit indie disk prod He's set 
a month. year an ucer. ‘s 


W. Germany’s 41-Mil Disks} »y>= 


to do six packages for UA, some 


Contract | showcasing outside talent. 
The mechanics of the UA opera- 


idea in rough 
Carmel on one of their off-nights | ..0.. If they like the idea, UA 





will undertake full financing of the 
disk project. 

Typical costs of a package with 
a small combo would involve about 


Stereo Ses in 1959 ‘eines ts 


RCA Victor’s 


line, Camden Records, has mapped | 9). aster 


a substantial step-up in its stereo 
activity for next year. 
will kick off 1959 th 
stereo sets in January and is plan- 

regular two-<-month 


‘ 


low-priced disk and about $100 far rebalancing of 


the final tapes to be used for the 
The jacket layout 
runs a couple of hundred dollars 
additionally. 

Under this setup, all of the pro- 
duction costs come out of the pro- 
ducer’s share. Afier the break- 
even point is reached, the producer 


The Camden stereo LPs are list- and UA share in the profits equal- 
ing at $2.98, o sae more thaM|iy Schaefer pointed out that the 




















































































































































































































ice survey. rently released in France. the standard economic incentive is considerably 
higher as a producer than as an 
artist, for whom the take is gener- 
| ally limited to a royalty ceiling of 
RETAIL DISK BE Re 
The most important benefit, 
* Schaefer noted, is that the pres- 
- = may o sure for a fast payoff is absent un- 
% £ i) o|2 der this operation. An indie pro- 
3 a Slala 3 13815 ducer, unlike a company exec in- 
; = Bie wv 5 exclusively com- 
° 7 3 2/3 2| 8213 terested exclusively in the 
VARIETY Pe ELE S)S)@) ep] |S) se] 2) | fmercial ansies, cam take a long. 
Survey of retail disk best < Slslisle = 2 : z &\s = 8 E El; : ie tod F ‘a his a 
sellers based on reports ob Bisisliselsieis Ble l< 3 $ 2\4 T || ideas as he wants to be, with the 
tained from leading stores in ISS lSi/S/ F131 8 l/Fl > 3 a = 8\3 = Blgediinetion that he tohataaethedd 
20 cities and showing com Sit SiIsSi8|Blaelels & & : = 3 A I 
4 ei¢e/bioiaiZ2;8 Sic L {responsibility for success or failure. 
parative sales rating for this ei siz @/Sle/e\2 els Schaefer's first for UA will be 
and last week. 7 J 6 5 4 ] gible /8 } = P ]\ titled “10 Shades of Blue” early 
H 2/2 2 a © ~ 5 z © ]/ next year. He'll do one every two 
National t z | ails 3 = | 1 ~ I J) months thereafter and is lining up 
Rating ode g 4 3 a E eis : g N ]/| other talent to use on some of the 
This Last Big é = 2 E 2 Sislzé z 3 5 T |) disks 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title esis izitié Fo éliaio/é iwiolgial & 
CHIPMUNKS (Liberty) VICT CUTS OFF 
1 1 —a ..... sequins wince is thd 1 of 2° 2 ee eee Ss se 8 8 | 4--4.4.4-4358 hs $2 
PLATTERS (Mercury) ut ° EW ‘GAITE’ 
2 2 Smoke Gets in Your } SR ee oe. @ 3 re 5 29 3 - & 8 8 4a ae weet 5 N er oe! 
HARRY SIMEONE CHORALE (20th) “ 
3 S - Bae eee GN... ... ww cc veces 6 S 26 -3-... §.-~6.8-—3 4 ew Bg 
TEDDY BEARS (Dore) “Gaite Parisienne” with the Bos- 
4 3 To Know Him Is to Love Him......... .. 8 42610 3 410 4 7 Ps ee ee en nae, ade Gok 
PLAYMATES (Roulette) 4 10 57 ler. Album is being offered at a 
5 ee 2 3 Le oe ee $2 reduction from the usual list 
ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) price or the monaural LP 
6 a One Nicht ap noes = ‘eee 6 6 $: 6: Bis 5 0 .: ~~ Qo ene ene. onus ton the states St This 
LY. PHATTER (Atlantic) tying in ann Fiedler 
7 6 yyy mo pe . : aréipash ts 10 7, BM FT» 4 2 8 7 8 43 {| tour wth the Boston Pops, which 
: gets underway Jan. 2 over a 60- 
KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) e% 7 9 9 41 || city route. 
8 5 Tom Dooley BMD oe oa ehes ent nes ie 2 1 e #0 . 4 Victor's spotlighting the bargain 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 8 5 6 4 30 in a heavy ad campaign via the 
Bs OR ee eee errs er ee 9 5 8 7 8 .. : $2 sell consumer mags and radio-tv. Spe- 
JACKIE WILSON (Brunswick) 6 9 20 cial window displays have been 
10A 10 Lonely Teardrops ...............--+-+ -- Me see S .. + os ++ +s | Brepared for disk retailers. Price 
BILLY GRAMMER (Monument) expected to shoot 4 
10B 22 EEN. 4,5 bavishbaseob suse ot earilest aie os teal ae 3 6 4 -»_-+ ++ 7 30 ]) cording over all previous Fiedler- 
Y (MGM) Victor award as the firs 
12A 11 [It’s Only Make Believe...........-.-- -- ere Oe 5 10 > > oie: hale Seal ~Ay as first Red 
to top the 2,000,000 
(Columbia) 7 3 5 28 sales mark. 
12B .. Happy Birthday, Jesus...............- -- ge ae ree are oe 2s 
STAN FREBERG (Capitol) 
12C 15 Green Christmas ..........--.----.-- +> oa tae ale : 7 «, 1 J ae Dellheim in A&R 
NNIE FRAN ; 
15A_ 7 Do ~ pppoe STL 9 © .. 90s se eee we 3 9 6 ~_:: +: 22]] Peter Deliheim has been upped 
ne AS : to an artists & repertoire director 
a nn (vemene 8 7 9 6 9 .. 10 6 22]|slot in RCA Victor's Red Seal de- 
15B 13 1 Got Stumg .............-+--+++%--0s +s os > se 9 
partment, working under Alan 
5 4 a » ee ne s longhair a&r chief. 
17 12 Lonesome Town ...........---------+- +: OT her = ‘ ee Sees | ewe ON pen oa 
FATS DOMINO (imperial) “-— k . 19 director with RCA Camden Rec- 
18 14 Whole Lotta Lovin’ ..........-.----.. -- of’ is : — oak Vider's Sowoubeed wubea 
AUGIE RIOS (Metro) as |) abet 
194 24 Dende Esta Santa Claus ...........-- = ee 6+ iok ~ wm ee ‘ oo! o@ ing 
CRESTS (Coed) 
i me ee 7 5 Pee yt ae Peaene Seco EE Oy 
RI IN (Imperial) 8 8... oe Harms Inc. has brought action 
19C 16 1 Got a Feeling...................... «- “. a ee for an injunction and damages in 
RITCHIE VALENS (Delfi) - District Court here against 
22 + NE ie es oe bb be bs ke 0et cette 26 4  —[_{— 2: a Ss ae 6 4 -. 26 Patio sition WWOL- aes 
TONY DALARDO (Mercury) music pubiisher 
23A .. Come Prima .......--- is eecceceor-.s8 8 5 - . “- =<" o8 * os - ** **- “- - & Leon Wyszatycki, doing as 
Greater Erie Broadcasting Co 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) 9 Oli broadcast “Begin the Beguine,” 
23B 19 Queen of the Hop........... ovusoaite 90 a nat go % edule 46°) se. 2 - a “Dancing in the Dark” and “What 
23 BOBBY HELMS (Decca) 10 3 (t.. A etal oye | © 9 ||1Is This Thing Called Love?” last 
C .. Jingle Bell Rock.............+++++++ inal t-- }| June without permission. 
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80 Days’ Film 3 
| e é¢lF 
a S | iC) ini & 6) = 
y | a @ 21a | | | > | as 
2 @ E & ; - i Ss oe; & 
Kerra Chicago, Dec. 30. | r 0 i a Fi 2 lZ\s 0 z 8 
isk version of the “Around VARIETY ie 6 cle}. 3/5 2 
the World in 80 Days” film is being RIE TY . he Elal_| g q|/*/ 8/2 ~ A ls 3 F | 2 Z| 
planned by Everest Records. new Survey of retail album best S/SiSi~glislaelzisleis $ ' lelel=/siz,%|0 
indie disk sub\id of the Belock sellers based on reports from lead ‘ei/ S/S GS slslslFi<iz2 Big if £2 f\/4\S\4/T 
Sound Corp. Tha soundtrack set of ing stores a apni re aaa (S/S l\#]}e/3]s l\sls 5 elec lBlS/ s/s /2 inane 
the late Victor Young score is a vatings for tite week and fast. isl slelalSislelFlviaisi¢ia S/2)§ 4 Blo| & 
750.000-plus sellek for Decca Rec- lgiailsc & | © % | & | 1 o| & I I Rar: g| T E ‘ 
ords |= ° 7) a | io | | ~~ >| ~ | 
e | | i & c = | e — i = i= |= = | e | ~ oO 
h > “ ” | | <. ¢\;2 i «4 n if; Zzis I o | & | 
FF ae ey m; lyricist Baria| | ti 7 Lielaele | 4 Li] Z/2/2 4 ° 2| = | é iH 4 5 
Adamson, who penned the original | National Pm Sleleaiztizia Eisi<¢/s z E/ 8 | z Elielizciz T 
lyrics to the pop version of the | By ae 2/3 S| 3 | z\s 3 geisis S < | 2 s a ls o| Ss 
theme, featuring songs, chorale, | = Artist Label. Title Zz eic = ry | & |O]| = 3 Dn “ee i i it 
marration Spleens. ot | i ee oe ; 
enson will appear as Phileas Fogg | FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) , a 4 10 78 
Praserscr sme Ml plage Ty Oaiy the Lamely (WT) ee 
will conduct the orch. VAN ss wage gl sb etnies . 4 ” ss = “oe 6 1 6 71 
The lyricized score was intended |{ 2A 6 Tchaikovsky Concer Pemated non sede Ta. 
for a dance adaptation of “80 | SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) 8 6 . 2 2 8 2 $$ $e 2 
Days,” which had been one of || 23 2 Soundtrack (LOC 1932).................. 
Mike Todd's projects before his |} -— TL (Columbia) 9 5 64 
éeath, according to his son Mike | 5 dee Mae ee che ‘ —. - « 1 
Todd Jr. Latter said he was trying | 4 cmanacse te ea “ 
to sell the adaptation as a tv spec | JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 1 2 3 aS 3°S = 
with Marge & Gower | 5 4 Merry Christmas (CL 1195) . 
headlining. GIGI (MGM) aa a : 4 
Todd, producer of “80 oars. | 6 BD GONE Ge GOED) c. «5 nn ns vceic coin sacs 3 3 6 7 
was previous}y saluted by Everes tie is - - ae a 
in an LP tagged “Mike Todd’s| oe heey ty ee ICL 1988)7. 9 2 8 5 3 6 2 
Broadway.” The Everest lire, in-|} 7A 11 ore Sing st as 
cidentally, is handled by Decca’s | ~~ KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) i — 710 2 1 49 
distributors who are still rolling|}] 7, 7 Kingston Trio (T 996).._.... 5 oe haa 
with the soundtrack set. The Ever- | ——— “?* Siamanaaais a 
; ; JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia 3 3 
gy sii ca rae aa 9 24 Johnny’s Greatest Hits (CL 1135)....... 4 10 3 6 10 
uary. pithasimcenliin 
ssinae | MUSIC MAN (Capitol) ‘ ‘ ie ae 37 
’ ) ’ IN | 10 13 Original Cast (WAO 990)... BPRS ce 
45 S, LP 5 RISE, 78'S BING CROSBY (Decca) = ‘ 5 ; 36 
ELLACKING 11 5 Merry Christmas (DL 6128).............. q é 
BRIT. GET SH TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) tte a 2 30 
London, Dec. = (12 16 Star Carols (T 1071).............. 
Disk sales in Britain are declin- | a ia) e 
\ MITCH MILLER (Columbia 8 6 10 28 
ing. Platter sales in October, ac- - (CL 1205) 4 3 #7 ie 
dentin to the Board of Trade,|}13 9 Christmas Sing with son is 
valued at just over $3,687,000 less | FLOWER DRUM SONG (Columbia 3 10 9 1 8B 24 
sales tax, were 9% down _ | 14 Original Cast (OL 5350) : 2 we ; 
samme month in 1957. But for the | pes at a 
period January to October this | ed haw we heaps { a a 5 9 4 8 8 9 22 
year, total sales were worth $29,- |] 15 Original Cast 0 nab Ta ee 
960,000—only 2% under the figure | NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 6 4 6 8 20 
for the corresponding period last [16a Very Thought of You (W 1084) he ae 0 
rae | ____ MANTOVANT (London) ae | - 
Y sport sales were al- | ~ . an 2 at 0 
ein Teas “than in October, |} 16B 12 Christmas Carols (LL cd 2 .s * soe 
1957, the same fall as the average | HARRY BELAFONTE (Victor) 10 a Ae, 9 5 17 
for the first 10 months of this year] 1g 1g Sings the Blues (LC 1006) peste on ‘ 
seenperes with January to October, | AHMAD JAMAL (Arco) — ‘ 15 
of. ” 
While the platter sales average || 19 Ahmad Jamal .- A, Saad ta aie 
drops, the rise in production and | PERRY COMO (Victor) . . ‘ es 
popularity of 45 rpm disks, | 20 15 End of Day (LPM 1885) aE ie 
s d in October their production | ——— ea 
‘at 3,144,000, against 1,630,000 in| MANTOVANI  _ ees : 9 6 13 
last year, was 87% greater. During |] 21A Gems For ver (LL 3 . persia - 
the 10 months covered by the BOT | JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 9 8 3 13 
repart, production of 45s stood at |Top o5 Swing Softly (CL 1165). sos seee : E sail 
20,140,000, which was 9,867,000 | i>. immed Jean GLP €94)..........+.....:- = Hi ss 
SS period in 13 20 But Not For Me (LP 628) ree = 
e previous ° ~~ RAY CONIFF (Columbia) 7 10 9 
ber of LPs produced was) a ‘ 7 i 3 9 
oak” wy 12,488,000, while 783|]24 17 Concert in Rhythm (CL 1163)........-..- 
nosedived by 41% to 24,387,000, | MANTOVANI (London) 1 7 B 
compared with 41,257,000 in ~~ 25 Film Encores (LL 1700).............-. 
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Disk Signings 


Columbia: Charlie Walker 

Charlie Walker, western singer 
and deejay at KMAC, San Antonio, 
signed a five-year deal with Co- 
lumbia Records. He’s currently 
riding with “Pick Me Up On Your 
Way Down” and is planning a se- 
ries of personal appearances in 
the U.S. and Canada after the first 
of the year. 











Paris: Sparkletones 

Joe Bennett & The Sparkletones 
have switched from ABC-Para- 
mount to the Paris kabel. 
clicked on ABC-Par with “Black 
Slacks.” Paris also purchased the 
master of a Spanish version of 
“Eso Es Al Amor” from Moonglow 
Records of Belgium. 





Seeco: Billy Maxted 

Billy Maxted and his dixieland 
group have joined the Seeco roster. 
Maxted, formerly house band at 
Nick’s, Greenwich Village eatery, 
is now on a national tour. He'll 
cut his first LP for Seeco next 
month. 





Joy: Five Blobs 
The new Joy Records label has 
tagged the Five Blobs for two 
novelty sides. Vocal combo bowed 
on Columbia a couple of months 
ago with “The Blob,” a pic title 
tune, 





Group | 


| The Dukes of Dixieland will give 

a concert in Troy, N.Y., Music Hall 
| Jan. 11 under the auspices of Ted 
| Bayly. 











GO CHASE A MOONBEAM 


Jerry Vaile Columbia 4-1238 


I 

! 

I 

| GREAT SOMEBODY 
| GOD'S CHRISTMAS TREE 
| 

l 

I 

! 

i 


| 
| The Southwest High School Choir 
| § ©. B. Dahle, Director Columbia 4-129 


EACH TIME YOU KISS ME 
THE BOX 


The Four Voices 


Columbia 4-1291 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS | 
lel eelin ic: CORPORATION 























New Renditions 
of Great Standards— 


* MA, 
He's Making Eyes At Me 
SHIRLEY FORWOOD on 
Fraternity Records F-824 

* CARAVAN—Parts | & |! 
COZY COLE on 
Grand Award Records #1023 


* CORRINE, CORRINA 


BILL HALEY and the COMETS on 
Decca Records =9-30781 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
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Stock Up in Jan’ 
Roulette’s Pitch 


_ A special 10% discount has been 
set up by Roulette Records in the 
form of a Restocking Sales Pro- 
gram. The sales pitch is part of 
diskery’s second anni celebration. 

The discount plan, which runs 
from Jan. 1 until Jan. 31, also will 
include Roulette’s subsid labels, 
Tico, Roost, Gee, Rama and CoStar 
Records. Program covers the en- 
tire line except for five albums 
which are being offered at the 
suggested list price of $2.98. (They 
are priced regulariy at $3.98.) The 
special LPs are “Jimmie Rodgers 
Sing Folk Songs,” Count Basie’s 
“Basie,” Joe Williams’ “A Man 
Ain't Supposed To Cry,” Hugo & 
Luigi's “When Good Fellows Get 
Together” and “Tyree Glenn At 
The Roundtable.” 





i , 
Vienna’s Xmas Toppers 
Vienna, Dec. 23. 
“White Christmas” (either the 
Bing Crosby or the Louis Aym- 
strong version) again tops the 
Christmas sales with “Silent Night, 
Holy Night” a close second. 
The disk industry and dealers 
had complained up to middle of 
December of a and 


feared they would not reach the 
1957 turnover. The last two weeks 
of the ending year changed the 
siutation and it is now believed 
that 1958 broke all records. 
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and His Orchestra 


BYE BYE 
BLACKBIRD 


and 
“CARESS ME, 
POSSESS ME,” PERFUME 
(From the B'way Musical 
Whoop-Up! 
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LATEST RELEASE 


“MISS YOU” 
by the 
KEYMEN 
9991 
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POSITIONS 
This 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety, The positions tesulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


TALENT 


Last 
' Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL 


TUNE 





| 
| 5 Continued from page 35 Sams 


| peared to be designed to force up 
| the amount of British music per- 
| formed, was said to be “very nearly 
| correct.” 

A number of U.S. subsids have 
been hit by the regulations. Among 
them is Planetary-Kahl, recently 
set up here by Fred Jackson, for- 
mer European boss of Mills Music. 
Jackson is fighting hard for some 
kind of modification of the ruling, 
and has corresponded with Sir 
Arthur Bliss, Master of the Queens 
Musick and president of PRS. 

Jackson's point is that if PRS 
persists in this line of action it 
could lead to the setting up of 
European branches of ASCAP and 
BMI. PRS, it is understood, claims 
that this could not happen because 
of existing arrangements, but has 
nevertheless asked the Planetary- 
Kahl topper to put his views before 
ao — executive council on 

an, 1. 


Urania 


Continued from page 35 Seemed 





in the past hampered dealers and 
distributors. 


The Urania buildup for the com- 
ing year will also include the sign- 
ing of new artists and a strength- 
ening of its foreign affiliation. In 
the U.S., Urania is handled in 29 
markets by the Decca Distributing 
Corp. and in nine markets by 
| indies. 

Diskery hit a sales peak in '58 
|riding with a Pope Pius package, 
the first recording of Offenbach’s 
“La Grande Duchess de Gerob 
stein,” Barbara Cook’s “Songs of 
Perfect Propriety,” Henny Young- 
man’s “Horse and Auto Race” and 
Offenbach’s “Gaite Parisienne.” 


There are now 30 stereo sets in 
the Urania line. 











Carlton Records sponsoring a 
contest for deejays and listeners 
to submit drawings of their inter- 
pretation of a “Little Space Girl,” 
a new Carlton disk. Contest will be 
judged by the Children’s Advisory 
Board to the Museum of Modern 
Art . . . Pianist-composer Samuel 
Fershko and his band celebrating 
second year at Cafe Sahbra... 
Metronome mag changing its 75- 
year-old name to Musie U.S.A... . 
Sherm Feller, longtime Boston 
disk jock, has jumped into the 
music publishing biz since ankling 
with Roxbury Music. : 
Erroll Garner plays -his only 
nitery date in six months when he 
begins a two-weeker at Chicago's 
Black Orchid Friday (2). Following 











that, he resumes concert schedule. 
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_ THE IDOL OF THE AIR LANES 


JAN GARBER 


and His Orchestra 
“Currently 


HOTEL, New Orleans 


’ (EIGHT WEEKS) 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOB GLASER, Pres. 
745 Fltth Ave. 203 N. Wabash Ave 407 Lincoin Rd. 


MERE ERE RHEE 


8619 Sunset Bivd. 
Miami Beech, Fla. H*wood 46, Calif: 
JEfferson 86-0383 OLymple 32-9948 









for Toronto for a guest shot on 
CBC's “Showtime” Sunday (4)... 
The Upbeats finished disk sessions 
for Joy Records backed bY an orch 
conducted by Richard Hayman. 


London 


Bill McGuffie, pianist currently 
featured at the May Fair Hotel, is 
now appearing regularly in an 
Associated TeleVision advertising 
magazine program. He replaces 
Stanley Black . . . Larry Adler, 
harmonica virtuoso, is writing the 
theme music for “Wolf's Clothing,” 
a new comedy which Anna Deere 
Wiman will present in London in 
the New Year . .. Singer Toni 
Dalli lined up for a New Year’s 
Day tv show. 


Hollywood 

Jimmy McHugh talking to RCA’s 
coast chief Bob Yorke regarding 
another album . . . Imperial’s Lew 
Chudd has been asked to be pop 
music consultant for Argyle Press’ 
upcoming six-volume Music Ency- 
clopedia, out next fall... Louis 
Prima and Keely Smith will cut 
“Louis Prima afid Keely Smith at 
the Moulin Rouge” for Capitol dur- 
ing their current stand ... George 
Duning will score Fred Kohlmar’s 
“The Last Angry Man” for Colum- 
bia... Mamie Van Doren set to cut 
a new Dot album .. . David Rose 
conducting Connie Francis for a 
new MGM album. 


San Francisco 

Meg Myles and Randy Sparks, 
plus T. C, Jones, go into George 
Andros’ Fack’s II Jan. 8... Hermie 
Kimg and his piano departed 
Bimbo’s Trophy Room for the 
Somerton Loungue ... Ralph Sut- 
ten left Turk Murphy’s Easy Street 
for. a~ winter-long “stay. .at. Sqaaw. 


1 1 CHIPMUNKS (Liberty) ....... se eeeeeeeee Chipmunk Song* 
2 2 PLATTERS (Mercury) .............+.+++. Smoke Gets In Your Eyes® 
3 4 TEDDYBEARS (Dore) ...... bitaele sé .eeeeee TO Know Him, Love Himt 
: I Got Stung* 
4 5 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) LeassersaeeseeedOne Sight 
5 6 PLAYMATES (Roulette) .......... weveeee Beep Beept 
6 3 KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol)......... ..ee- Tom Dooley+ 
7 HARRY SIMEONE CHORALE (20th Fox) .. Little Drummer Boy; 
Problemst 
8 8  EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) ..... yA Og tans Of ity Lifet 
9 4 BILLY GRAMMER (Monument) .......... Gotta Travel Onj 
: I’ve Got A Feelingt 
10 7 RICKY NELSON (imperial)...... es. Eadisens * anor 
POSITIONS 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 1 *CHIPMUNK SONG ........... NC 526% dheadaekan steerer « Monarch 
2 4 *SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES ......... ey ea ee Harms 
3 3 +TO KNOW HIM IS TO LOVE HIM .........ccseeeee ceeeeeess Warman 
4 2 {TOM DOOLEY ..............06- <stdewens | eer Beechwood 
5 5 *BEEP, BEEP ....... a a cual To, o's calito akties She this Ws Maes vase. Coe H&L 
6 7 {PROBLEMS .............. 5 ae co ne | Be a A-Rose 
7 8 IT’S ONLY MAKE BELIEVE .........:.cccccewcceeseeeeeeess Marielle 
8 ae {LITTLE DRUMMER BOY ......... +. na peeromsnesase8 opi Delaware 
9 6 {LONESOME TOWN ............. Hessen Pete ceabiry ast utes Eric 
10 Pe {GOTTA TRAVEL ON .......... (vesPaobonss ba0u asidcnasen Sanga 
* ASCAP ft BMI 
Valley Lodge . . . Appearing with 
Dakota Staton at the Frisco Civic 
Auditorium last Sunday (28) were 
On The Upbeat the Virgil Gonsalves Sextet and 
Eddie Walker’s band . . . Chombo, 
the Latin tenor saxist, is aug- 
menting Cal Tjader’s Quintet at 
New York . . Tunesmith Dick Adler heads|the Blackhawk . . . Ex-San Fran- 


ciscan Eddie Fitzpatrick, whose 
band is at the Riverside, Reno, was 
elected secretary of the Reno AFM 
local . . . Bandleader Art Norkus’ 
house burned—$10,000 damage... 
Dukes of Dixieland scratched their 
Easy Street engagement .. . Julian 
Adderley and John Coltrane wili 
be with the Miles Davis Sextet 
when latter comes into the Black- 
hawk éarly in 1959. 


Pittsburgh 

Vernon Lodge has left Walter 
Gable band at Ankara after seven 
years to join Howdy Baum’s sax 
section at New Arena... Jack 
Purcell orch played Pittsburgh’s 
No. 1 society function, the Cinde- 
relia Ball, third straight year... 
Arnett Cobb combo into the Hurri- 
cane Music Bar for arun... Rege 
Merwick, formerly with Blue Bar- 
ron, is new lead saxman with Artie 
Arnell outfit . . . Bill Sortino quit 
Joe Pape’s orch at Mona Lisa to 
devote his time to his Villa Cafe 
in Dormont, in which he has 
bought out his brother Vince Sor- 
tino’s interest. Fred Zummo, orig- 
inal trumpet man with Pape, re- 
joins him to replace Sortino . 


. St. Louis 


Sammy Gardner’s Mound City 
Six, featured at the Tiger’s Den, 
due out with a dixieland album on 
the new Everest label in January. 
Sides were cut under the super- 
vision of Raymond Scott . . . Maes- 
tro-musician Bobby Swain, KMOX 
Radio musical director, now dou- 
bling in brass as musical director 
and bandleader fer the Ambassa- 
dor-Kingsway Hotel's Caesar Room 
and Crown Room . . . Organist 
Dick Balsano heading into his 





fourth year at the Sheraton-Jeffer- 
j ndesvous «- 
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Loew's State Nix of 


$3 Top Burns 


Alan Freed; R&R’s $125000, It Week 


Management of Loew's State, 
N.Y., has decided that the present 
$2.50 is about the limit that young- 
sters can raise for an admission 
to the theatre during the present 
Alan Freed engagement. The rock 
‘n’ roll topper, who is in on a 
percentage deal, had sought to get 
the management to hike the tab 
te $3. This was refused on the 
ground that the management had 
been wondering where the bulk of 
the teensters even raise the lower 
$2 and $2.50 to get in. 

One result of the argument was 
Freed’s threat never to play a 
Loew house on Broadway. There- 
fore, he may take his Easter show 
inte Brooklyn, at either the Fabian 
Fox or the Brooklyn Paramount. 
Inasmuch as the State closes Jan. 
4 after Freed’s engagement and 
will cut down the present house 
capacity to 1,500 seats, the only 
other Loew house he can go to 
on Broadway is the Capitol. If he 
wants to remain on Broadway, 
Feed’s only other possible outlet 
is the Roxy, which is said to feel 
that it would destroy most of its 
class reputation if it housed rock 
*n’ rollers. 

Only part of the issue that was 
resolved by the tiff is that the 
State will not go above the present 
$2.50 limit even for Freed. That 
figure is the highest ever posted 
for general admissions. Only hard- 
ticket houses get higher admis- 
sions. 

Meanwhile, the gross shapes as 
around $200,000 for the 11-day run 
of Freed, which would give the 
house a pew record. The first week 
is heading for a big $125,000, ac- 
cording to the theatre. Show 
opened slow on Christmas Day 
with $16,000. 

Freed previously played the 
nearby Paramourt on Broadway, 
but with that theatre’s new film 
contract with 20th-Fox, it is not 
in line for stageshows. 


MPLS. PAGING DISNEY 
AS MARSHAL OF ‘AQUA’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 
A local committee will go to 
Hollywood early next month to 
meet with Walt Disney and extend 
him an invitation to be the grand 
marshal of {he 1959 Minneapolis 
Aquatennial parades. The Aqua- 
tennial is the annual local summer 
mardi gras and its day and night 
parades are among its principal 
events. Vice President Richard 
Nixon was this year’s marshal. 
Comprising the committee on the 
Hollywood jaunt will be Minneapo- 
lis Mayor P. K. Peterson, the 1959 
Aquatennial qneen Sharan Bigalke 
and Barbara Flanagan ef the Min- 
neapolis Star. 


Fort Belvoir, Va., Gets 
All-Army Finals Again 


Washington, Dec. 30. 

Wallace Theatre at nearby Fort 
Belvoir, Va., will be the site for 
the second year of grand finals 
of the All-Army Entertainment 
Contest, Jume 18-20. 

Approximately 180 finalists from 
Army installations throughout the 
world will compete in the finals in 
these seven categories: Vocal solo- 
ist, instrumental soloist, individual 
specialty, vocal group, instrumen- 
tal group, specialty group musical 
and specialty group non-musical. 

All winners will perform in the 
Showcase Presentation here June 
22-23 before an audience of mili- 
tary and civilian VIPs. Ed Sul- 
livan’s tv show will present some 
winners, and all are expected to 
Join the Army's global touring 
show, “Rolling Along of 1959.” 


POP $3,000,000 Program 


Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
A five-month eenstruction pro- 
gram will be launched early next 
month by Pacifie Ocean Park, to 
cost around $3,000,000. The Santa 
Monica spot closes Jan. 4 and won't 
reopen until May 29. 














Tex. State Fair Elects 
Dallas, Dec. 30. 
R. L. Thornton Sr. was reelected 
prez of the State Fair of Texas for 


Cc. Miller, 
named to fill vacancy caused by 
death of Alphonso Ragsdale Jr. 

Other officers reelected were 
James H. Stewart, executive v.p. 
and general manager; Charles 2. 
Meeker Jr., v.p. and assistant gen- 
eral manager; Fred F. Florence, 
treasurer, and Arthur K, Hale, sec- 
retary. 


If It Isn’t One Thing 
(Newspapers) It’s 2 Others 





With one strike out of the way, 
there are two more to go before 
nitery biz rights itself, according 
to some New York bonifaces, The 


newspaper vacuum been 
settled as of Monday (29), there's 
only the Eastern and American 
Airlines strikes remaining before 
the normal quota of visitors hit 
Manhattan. 

Now that the newspaper black- 
out has been eiiminated, the opera- 
tors feel that they can sell out. 
Most cafes are still behind on 
New Year's Eve reservations. Tele- 
phone solicitation is being resorted 
to in some instances, but most of 
the cafes feel that the normal sell- 
ing procedures will be sufficient. 

At one spot, a party of Cana- 
dians, who had sent a deposit for 
a reservation, cancelled out be- 
cause of bility to get air reser- 
vations on the big night. 

One encouraging facet has been 
the excellent business in the 
bistros over the weekend. Both 
the Latin Quarter and the Copa- 
cabana had near-capacity for three 
shows, and most cafes were in fine 
shape on that night. There i no 
scarcity of traffic en Broadway 
which has been exceedingly heavy 
this week with the school holidays. 





Gene Whelan, who books the 
shows at Houston’s Shamrock-Hil- 
yt has — as Jaye 

. Morgan Bros., 
Dave Barry, the Woodsons and the 
Paul Neighbors and Billy Williams 

for his New Year’s Eve show. 


(Airlines) Vs, Nitery Pull 


Keefe Brasselle’s LQ 
His Ist N.Y. Cafe Date 


Keefe Brasselle has been signed 
for his first New York cafe date. 
Filmster has been pacted by the 
Latin Quarter to start March 5. 
Brasselie toured the cafe circuit 
in 1954 in company with comedian 
Gene Wesson. 

Whether Brasselle will do a sin- 
gle or work with a partner hasn't 


Expo Head Axed 
After MCA Pact 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 30. 

The Oregon Centennial Commis- 
sion fired Floyd Maxwell, $15,000- 
a-year managing director of next 
year’s (June to Sept.) Centennial 
Exposition. He was pinkslipped 
because many of the functions 
which Maxwell formerly had have 
been shifted to other individuals 
or firms. 

The action came after a hassle 
over the proposed assignment to 
the Musie Corp. of America for 
producing the shows. A budget 
of $25,000 to $40,000 per week 
has been earmarked for each of 
the 13 weeks of bills in the arena. 
Maxwell wanted to buy packaged 





ducing. Lecal bookers also com- 
plained that they were given the 
cold shoulder after submitting pro- 
posals for the big arena presenta- 
tions. 

The attorney general is current- 
ly looking over some contracts sup- 
posedly signed with MCA for some 
of the 13 weeks of shows. H. Quen- 
tin Cox has been appointed to 
take over the Maxwell post. 


Cleve. Puritas Park Sold 
As Develonment For 5006 


Cleveland, Dec. 30. 

Puritas Springs Park, one of 
Cleveland’s major amusement 
parks since 1898, was sold by the 
James E. Gooding family for a 
reported $500,000. Price included 
80 acres of land, midway buildings, 
and four other structures. Buyers 
were Harry Sacks, builder, and Ar- 
thur Orlean, who will tear down 





the park for a housing develop-| W 


ment. 

Demise of Puritas leaves the 
Humphrey family-owned Euclid 
Beach Park soloing it in Cleveland 





proper. 


Some Keys Look Like Bush Leagues 
In Niteries’ Seasonal Slowdown 
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Toronto, Dec. 30. 


which demolished the Stage Door 
night club at 6 p.m. Kmas Eve, 
inflicting $300,000 damage. With 
no liquor sold in Toronto on Xmas 
day or night, there were no sub- 
sequent casualties to the bexoffices 
but 12 firemen of the 65-man crew 
on this third-alarm fire were in- 
jured and hospitalized. 

James Karfilis,” owner - operator 
of the Stage Door, said he would 
rebuild and reopen. He said reser- 
vations paid for by New Year's Eve 

than would 


be refunded. He believed the 
downstairs cocktail bar could be 
saved. The fire was discovered by 


building 
Toronto, the remaining building 
will have to be torn down, the 
steel beams supporting the third 
and fourth floors being buckled by 
the heat, with upper fleor struc- 
tures dropping through te the 
ground floor. 





Two-and-a-half story Coliseum 
was one of two large buildings de- 
stroyed by fire at Clinton, Ia. last 

ednesday (24). Coliseum was 
home of the Modernistie Ballroom 
and other offices. . 

No one was injured in the blaze, 
which caused estimated damage of 
$2,000,000. 





ON SALE NEXT WEEK! 





NEW YORK 36 
154 W. 46th St. 





Among the new features to aug- 
facilities 


will be a large Kiddyland, a Baby 
a . 
Animal Zoo, additional customer 


(ih 





HOLLYWOOD 28 
6404 Sunset Bivd. 


The 


Edition 


Of 


612 N. Michigan Ave. 


odrd Anniversary 





LONDON, W. C. 2 
8 St. Martin's Place 
Trafelger Square 


Defective wiring caused a fire’ 


——¢ If present trends continue, it 


may soon be impossible to find a 
major nitery in many cities during 
the slow season. Latest to announce 
a temporary shuttering is the Town 
Casino, Buffalo, which will close 
Jan. 19 and reopen after Lent. Pre- 
viously announced as indulging in 
a temporary foldo was the Latin 
Casino, Philadelphia, which won't 
even bother remaining open for 
New Year's Eve, figuring that the 
profits from that one night would 
not be sufficient to overcome the 
losses of the rest of the holiday 
week. 


In the past, the Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, a landmark on the national 
nitery scene, closed during a slow 
period when it couldn'teget shows 





In the case of the Town Casino, 
operator Harry Altman will at- 

tempt what he terms is a final try 
j with mames upon resumption of 
operation. Should that fail to work 
out, he may give up bonifacing 
that club. 


In all the opejitions which have 
tried temporary shuttering the 
clientele is apparently accustomed 
to names. With these not available, 
the operators fee! that it’s a losing 
battle, with neither attractive price 

nor gimmick shows pro- 
viding the answer. 

Talent agencies say that many 
other cafes are considering stag- 
gered operation. Feeling is that 
since the spot depends mainty upon 
names, they will open when such 
talent can be booked. It used to 
be that a cafe owner felt continued 
operation was necessary to main- 


Sage Doo, Tunas: (ot 


_| tain whatever momentum the spot 


established. Seme owners now re- 
port that they can pick their weeks 
of operation, splurge heavily on 
ads and exploitation and book some 
parties, and then only will they 
operate. Problem is to pick a suffi- 
cient number of weeks to warrant 
maintenance of ibe nitery even 
during the dark weeks. 


MANGER CHAIN SETS 
SIGHTS ON 


bany, Dec. 30. 





the motel field, with one under 
construction and with negotiations 
on for leases on three ot 
Julius Manger Jr, 44-year 
—4 chairman, is fronting the 
ea 


Manger, who reported ‘his thain 


business generally was adversely 
affected by conditions in the 18- 
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Atlantic City Banks on Airlie Strike 


As ‘Eve’ Aid V 
Atlantic City, Dec. 30. 

With the airline strikes making 
ft difficult to make that four-hour- 
plus trip to warmer areas (Florida, 
for instance), this resort is set to 
entertain erowds expected to ex- 
ceed some previous ones of New 
Year’s Eve. 

Night spots and the beachfront 
hotels have arranged for evenings 
which will feature added talent, 
plus “Eve” gimmicks. Prices start 
at about $7.50 with other places 
waiving cover and minimum. 

At the Claridge, top beachfront 
hostelry, two celebrations are 
nape. one in Trimble Hall and 

e other in the Mayfair Lounge. 
Dave Mosgahan and The Warners 
are booked while the Mayfair 
Guardsmen, house band, and Bert 
Estlow will provide music, 

The Ambassador: Joel Grey, 
Joanne Wheatley, and Alfredo & 
Lenore; the President: Jacqueline 
James and other acts; the Tray- 
more: show in Submarine Room 

lus Jules Lavan orch; Seaside’s 

urf 'N’ Sand Room: Ralph Rob- 
erts’ house orch; Sheraton Ritz- 
Carlton: Parties in Crystal Room 
and Carousel bar; Shelburne: Open 
house in Boardwalk Lounge with 
the Don Morray Trio. 

Two night clubs are offering spe- 
celal entertainment but nearly all 
of the 300-odd licensed spots here 

lan to cash in on the crowds. At 

i 500 Club, Georgie Tapps, Senor 
Wences, Danny Costello and Bar- 
bara McNair head the bill. 

Club Harlem, sepia spot, offers 









OSTON 
SMASH HIT 






Show folks are raving about the 
all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, 
beautifully furnished deluxe rooms 
with private bath and television. & 













* Many Air Conditioned. é 
AVERY & WASHINGTON STS. 
ELS SRS 


YVONNE MORAY 
FROLICS CLUB 
Revere, Mass. 
(hank you Tom Foran) 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
JO® GLASER, Pres. 











PAMELA DENNIS 


Feb. 3 for Four Weeks 
HILTON HOTEL, Istanbul, Turkey 
March 1-16, Pasapoga, Madrid, Spain 
Management: INGALLS and HOYT 


GOVERNOR'S INAUGURAL BALL 
Albany, 1 


Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 








Hops to Hot Climes 


Hortense Allen’s Rock '‘'n’ Roll 
revue. 

For those who would pass a quiet 
New Year’s at the cinema: “Gigi,” 
at the Embassy; “Auntie Mame,” 
at the Hollywood; “Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness,” at the Boardwalk 
Roxy; “The Buccaneer,” at the 
Center; “South Pacific,” at the Vir- 
ginia; and “Seventh Voyage of Sin- 
bad” at the Beach. 

Weekend crowds- at hotels and 
motels filled them from near capac- 
ity te capacity Xmas Week. Em- 
pire motel’s new ice rink and swim- 
ming pool, latter outdoors and en- 
closed in a “bubble,” and rink and 
pool at Traymore did top business. 


NO. Status Quo 
New Orleans, Dee. 30. 

New Year’s Eve tabs at night 
spots here are the same as last 
year: Blue Room of the Roosevelt 
Hotel, $25 per person; Swan Room 
of the Monteleone, $22.50; Carib- 
bean Room, $16; Jung Hotel, 
$12.50, and Dinkler-St. Charles, $9; 
French Quarter bistros, no cover 
or minimum. 

Major spots are sold out due to 
throngs*here for the Sugsr Bowl 
grid classic. 


TOM BALL’S COUP; ROK’S 
KIM SISTERS FOR U.S. 


Tokyo, Dec. 23. 

Nitery show packager Tom Ball 
returned to the Orient for the 
third time in six months. This 
time it’s for a week to supervise 
final paperwork in getting the 
singing Kim Sisters out of their 
native Republic of Korea and to 


the U.S. 

Ball has trio pacted for six 
months. They report the end of 
January and go into the Thunder- 
bird in Las Vegas with a “China 
Doll Revue” and are pencilled in 
on the Ed Sullivan show for 
March. 

In recent years others have tried 
to get the Kim Sisters, a top act 
in Korea, to make the trek. It 
wasn’t easy. He had to enlist the 
aid of Dr. Yank, Ambassador to 
the U.S. and head of the Korean 
delegation to the United Nations. 

Ball, who used to run the China 
Doll in New York and now works 
with Frank Sennes’ circuit, suc- 
cessfully toured a “Geisha Girl 
Revue” on the U.S. nitery chain 
for 16 weeks last year. This sea- 
son, in addition to the “China Doll 
Revue,” he has lined up a second 
edition of the “Geisha Girl Revue” 
and also plans to import for 60 
to 80 OSK girls from Osaka (who 
appeared in the film “Sayonara”) 
for the Moulin Rouge, Los An- 
geles, and other spots. 











Season's Greetings 


Currently at 
COLONY, London 


Doubling STORK and 
SOCIETY CLUB, London 


Just Completed—ASTOR, London 
Twe Appearances on BBC-TV 


RCA-Victor Records 
Exclusively 


. N. Y., January 








Vande, Cafe Dates 
New York 


Rosita Serrano, the hileaa 
singer, starts at the Regis 
Maisonette Jan. 8... “Ice Ameri- 
cana,” a blades show with an in- 
tegrated cast, starts a three-day 
run at the Island Garden, W. 
Hempstead, Jan. 23 . . . Kuldip 
Singh preems New Year’s Day at 
Chateau Madrid . . , Norman Paris 
Trio opened at Peacock Alley at the 
Waldorf-Astoria ,.. George Matson 
inked for the Havana Riviera, 
Havana, Jan. 20... Evelyn Knight 
down for a Juneddate at the Ritz 
Carlton, Montreal. 

Pinky Lee booked for the Latin 
Quarter, Miami Beach, starting 
Jan. 8... Bob Snyder down for the 
Frolics, Revere Beach, starting Jan. 
. ._. Irene Hilda starts at Old 
New Orleans, Washington, tomor- 
row (Thurs.) . . . Arlene Blaine 
current at the Casino Royal, Wash- 
ington . . . Johnny Puleo booked 
for the Roosevelt, New Orleans, 
April 2 to be followed by the Stat- 
ler-Hilton, Dallas, April 16... 
Dorothy Sarnoff inked for the Bev- 
erly Hills, Cincinnati, Jan. 16. 


Hollywood 


Singers Eddie Cochran and Jerry 
Wallace will be at the Buccaneer’s 
Den at Pacific Ocean Park through- 
out the holidays . .. Steve Gibson 
& Redcaps current at Larry Pot- 
ter’s supper club in the valley... 
Eddie Oliver hitting the keys at 
the BevWilshire Hotel’s, Brazilian 
Room ... John Travel Duo set for 
Frascati Rotisserie in BevHills. 

Concert pianista Kosa Linda mak- 
ing an indefinite stand at the Wild 
Goose in Burbank . . . Dennis Day 
opened at the Chi Chi in Palm 
Springs, Sunday (28). 

George DeCarl orch, current at 
the Largo, holds over for another 
four weeks .. . June Christy opens 
at the Crescendo Friday (2) .. 
The Mastersounds, vocal group, 
open at the Interlude Room Friday 
(2)... Herb Jeffries at Jack Den- 
nison’s for two weeks ... G 
Grant will headline the Shriners’ 
Show at the Shrine Auditorium 
Jan. 16, 17. Songstress will also 
star at the National Ttailer Show 
at the Pan-Pacific Auditorium Jan. 
28-Feb. 1. 


ee 


Pittsburgh 

Bon Bons into Yeaman’s Knife 
& Fork Club in Detroit for two 
weeks ... Jan August opens at 
Casa Loma in McKeesport Manday 
(5) for six days ... George Jessel 
engaged as principal speaker for 
33d annual donor luncheon of 
Pioneer Women-Pittsburgh Council 
Feb. 8 at Penn-Sheraton Hotel... 
Billy Daniels set for week of Feb. 
2 at New Arena. Four Aces follow 
him in for fortnight . . . Loca 
entertainers Nick & Phil Covato, 
who club-date extensively, are not 
only brothers but they both work 
for brokerage houses here in the 
daytime. They’re the sons of Etzi 
Covato, longtime bandleader and 
nitery owner who has been shelved 
by illness the last few years ... 
Harry Claytom left on Caribbean 
cruise after club-dating all over 
territory during holidays and then 
goes into Emerald Beach Hotel in 
Nassau for two weeks, 


Houston 


After Jonathan Winters finishes 
two at the Tidelands Club, begin- 
ning New Year’s Eve, Olsen & 
Johnson’s layout comes in for a 
pair of frames. Thrush Ann Hatha- 
way will be billed in with Winters 
after his opening night ... Larry 
Storch due at the Penthouse Club 
Jan. 6... Don Cornell and Fabu- 
lous Woodsons in for a week at the 
International Club’s Continental 
Room at the Shamrock Hilton be- 
ginning Dec. 25... . Robin Nelson’s 
“Jamboree On Ice” completing 
four weeks at Club Crescendo in 
the second holdover in the club’s 


history. 


The Hilltoppers at Tidelands 
Club through New Year’s Eve... 
Don Adams and Cathy Carr are at 
the Continental Room , , . Tommy 
Christian opened the area’s newest 
night spot, Tommy Christian’s Jazz 
Workshop . , ..Nina Moore booked 


tj into the new Jungle night spot on 


Galveston’s Pleasure Pier. It’s on 
Ae of the former Gay ‘30s 
ub. 


Detroit 

Orch leaders Sammy Dibert, 
back from two years in Miami, will 
manage entertainment programs 
at Cliff Bell’s ... Polynesian Mar- 
tin Denny quartet is at Baker's 
Keyboard Lounge... Kirby S 
Four into the Roostertail ... Ar- 
thur Bragg’s “Idlewild Revue,” fea- 
turing 30 performers, begins a two- 
weeker at the Flame Show Bar. ,, 


U.S.A. 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


“Holiday on Ice” helped sell a lot of groceries for the Kroger super- 
market chain in Toledo. The firm reserved the entire Sports Arena, 
which seats more than 7,000 persons, for two performances. With a 
purchase of $10 at Kroger, the customer obtained a certificate good 
for one free ticket with the nurchase of a regular price ticket either 
at the arena or downtown ticket office. All seats were reserved. 





Mail from abroad for ice shows is giving the postoffice some head- 
aches this time of year when several of the frigid frolics are laying 
off for the Christmas period. Many of the foreign performers have 
sent to their home a schedule of the towns they will hit. This being 
layoff week, relatives writing performers from abroad have merely 
put down “Vacation.” First of the mail received at one office in New 
York was addressed to Herr Peter Voss, c/o “Ice Capades, Vacation, 





Boston, Dec. 30. 

Demolition of the 75-year-old 
Mechanics Bldg., home of Boston’s 
industrial, sportsman and auto 
shows, and which has housed 
bands, rock ‘«’ rollers, circuses, 
boxing, wrestling and expositions, 
gets underway Jan. 8. “We are go- 
ing to proceed directly with the 
work of building the new Pruden- 
tial Center,” Harold E. Dow, v.p. 
of Prudential, told the Boston Ro- 
tary Club. 

The razing will leave the Hub 
without an exposition hall for two 
years, until the $12,000,000 city aud 
is ready in the new structure. The 
annual Sportsman’s Show has been 
cancelled, and its promoters say it 
is doubtfyl if one will ever again 
be held here because there will be 
no place big enough. 

The Hotel Corp. of America, 
based in Boston, will operate the 


. | 25-story, 1,100-room hotel! that will 


be a part of the huge centre in 
the Back Bay. Roger P. Sonna- 
bend, v.p. of HCA, said {ft will be 
of revolutionary design, part lux- 
ury apartments, part motor lodge, 
resort inn and convention head- 
quarters. It will be the town’s first 
new hotel in 32 years, and a $4,- 
500,000 investment. 


The new centre will contain a 
theatre, to be leased as a film 
house; the civic aud, apartment 
houses, and rooftop nitery restau- 
rant atop the hotel, plus shops and 
stores. The Prudential will occupy 
18 floors of the office building. The 
remainder will be rented out. 





OK on Prelim Plans 
Boston, Dec. 30 
Boston’s auditorium commission 


1| gave the greenlight on preliminary 


plans for the proposed civic con- 
vention hall in the Back Bay Pru- 
dential Centre. Action followed 
a state Supreme Court ruling that 
public funds can be used to con- 
struct an aud that will be rented 
to private and commercial groups 
as well as being used for public 
affairs. 

Preliminary plans, based on final 
changes recommended by commis- 
sion members, are to be completed 


Razing Hub’s Mechanics Bldg. in Jan. 
To Pave Way for Huge Center, Hotel 


in about a month by Hoyle, Doran 
& Berry, Boston architects. Final 
plans are to be submitted within 
nine months from approval of pre- 
lim drawings. 





Tommy Morgan Memorial 


Glasgow, Dec. 30. 

Tommy Morgan, vet Scot come- 
dian, who died recently at age 60, 
played the Pavilion vaudery for 19 
consecutive summer seasons, It 
was his favorite stamping ground. 
At ceremony here, comedian’s 
ashes were scattered over rooftop 
of the theatre where he gave so 
much fun to so many over fcr so 
long. 





Sorear, the magico, who opened 
recently at the Theatre Teheran, 
Teheran, Iran, will tour the middle 
east before returning to India. 

— a 
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‘THE COMEDIAN” 
The Only Real Monthi 
PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
THE MOST-UP-TO-DATEST 
Now in its 100th Issue, containing 
stories, one-liners, song 
titles, hecklers, audience stuff, mone 
fogs, parodies, double gags, bits, 
ideas, intros, impressions and im- 
ions, political, interruptions. 
of the Day, Humorous 
Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly. 
introductory Offer: Last 12 issues $15 
Single Issues 
Foreign: $30 Yr.—3 Yrs. $80 
Single Issues $4—No C.0.D.’s 


BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54 St., New York 19 
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ecasows FUN-MASTER 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMEDY MATERIAL 
for all Theatricals 
“We Service the Sters” 
Big Temporary Special on All 
35 Gag Files for $15, Pius $1.00 Postage 
Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 





@ 2 Parody Books, Per Bk. ... $1¢@ 
@ 4 Biackout Books, Per Bk. .. $25 @ 
@ Minstre! Budget .......... $25 @ 
How to Master the Ceremonies 
$3 per Copy 
No C.0.D’s ....... “Always Open” 
BILLY GLASON 


200 W. S4th St., N.Y.C.,19 Circle 7- 
(WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY) 
(Let @ Real Professional Train You) 























New York City, 234 West? 48th Sr. 
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In Person 
AUDITORIUMS, BALLROOMS, ARENAS, 
THEATRES, SUPPER CLUBS 
The Famous 


THREE STOOGES 


Columbia Pictures & Screen Gems Comedy Stars and Their 
“YOCK AND ROLL SHOW OF 1959” 


With Many Top Record Names 
HELD OVER AT HOLIDAY HOUSE, PiTTs. 


DATES AVAILABLE JAN., FEB., MAR. 
Write — Wire — Phone 


JOLLY JOYCE AGENCY 


Philadelphia, 1001 Chestnut Sp, 
Walnut 2-4677 





_ international Tour 
Currently 
LAKE CLusB 
Springfield, til, 


Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Pers. Mgrs ED KIRKEBY 




















The DEEP RIVER BOYS «: 
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‘Xmas in Korea’ Unit Just ‘Good 
Acts (No Names) Who Need Work 


By DAVE JAMPEL 


Tokyo, Dec. 23. 

Los Angeles disk jockey 
(KMPC) Johnny Grant, who has 
trekked to Korea with shows for 
the GIs 12 times and done the bit 
in Europe, Alaska and the Carrib- 
bean on six occasions, expressed 
regrets that his current Christmas 
package does not have a big name 
as in previous years when it was 
fronted by such as Debbie Reynolds, 
Jane Russell, Piper Laurie, Mala 
Powers, Rita Moreno and Terry 
Moore. 

Before taking off for the craggy 
hills of Korea and 18 holiday shows 
with his USO unit, Grant told 
Variety, “The big studios could 
cooperate a little more. They used 
to have a central clearing house 
known as a coordinating committee 
They made financial contributions 
to keep it going. It handled all 
benefits, military included. It 
served as a buffer, but -also got 
names for worthy catses.” 

“Now we have to go directly to 
the stars,” he sighed. “Sometimes 
a producer gets panicky over a 
star he doesn’t need until after 
the first of the year. I’m sure 
there were big stars we could have 
gotten,” he said. 

Grant revealed that Kim Novak 
and Rhonda Fleming were distinct 
possibilities for this year’s show, 
but had to cancel out because they 
were called before the cameras. 
Miss Novak, he said, was sincerely 
interested and made every effort 
to come, but had to go to New York 
to work on a picture. Miss Flem- 
ing also had to cancel, although 
she was hesitant after being erron- 
eously reported as going to Europe 
with the Grant show last year. 

Aside from star value, Grant was 
enthusiastic about the quality of 
vaude acts he has in this trip’s 
lineup. “I think it was a lot easier 
this year to get good entertaining 
acts. We've been touting it and 
got a good play in the papers and 
got started early. I think I prob- 
ably turned down 200 acts.” 

On the lure of cuffo USO per- 
formances by entertainers: “They 
are in search of good audiences. 
There’s a lot of good vaudeville 
acts that aren’t working. This 
gives them an outlet. My problem 
today is cutting down the regula- 
tion acts from two hours and 45 
minutes to one hour and 50 min- 
utes to meet, plane schedules.” 

Nisei Act 

Heading current unit is Nisei 
Miiko Taka who starred oposite 
Marlon Brando in “Sayonara.” 
Considering the merits of brirging 
an Oriental to the Orient, Grant 
said, “I need a name—to bring the 
guys someone they know. The 
idea of Miss Taka started as a joke 
when I was riding in the car in 
front of her in the Thanksgiving 
Eve Santa Claus Parade, But she 
sings very well. There'll be some 
jokes leading into her act and 
then she'll sing ‘Bewitched’ and a 
Japanese song. She has created 
a tremendous amount of excite- 
ment every place we stopped.” 


“Thanks to tv,” Grant continued, & 


“every GI today is an authority 
on entertainment. I think we’ve 
brought ’em something they could 
never see on a tv spectacular— 
laughs, songs, dances and nine 
lovely girls. There is more accent 
on young girls this year.” 
; In addition to Miss Taka, Grant 
lineup includes actress Valerie 
Allen, jazzman Scatman Crv‘hers, 
starlet and Miss Universe entrant 
from Illinois, Marianne Gaba; 
dancer Betty Jo Houston, comic- 
guitarist Jackie LeMaire, pianist- 
composer George Miladin, actress- 
performer (and former Miss Is- 
rael) Ziva Rodan, violinist Rima 
Rudina, former Olympic swimmer 
and starlet Beverly Scott, juggling 
humorist Val Setz, singer Connie 
Stevens, bass player-arrange™ Ted 
Stevens, acrobat-comic Pat “oran 
and thrush Joan Burnham. 
Regarding military cooperation, 
Grant is pleased with this year’s 
aid as compared with the apathy 
he encountered when he toured 
Europe last Christmas while a Bob 
Hope unit featuring Jayne Mans- 
field and the Les Brovn band 
toured the Far East. 


“The military cooperation that 
I received last year was compla- 


cent,” he said. “They didn’t seem | edy 


to care whether the show got on 
or not. I think that with certain 
changes this year in Washington 
with people who appreciate the 
value of GI morale, it’s much im- 
proved. General I. D. White 
(Commander of Army-Pacific) 
rolled out the carpet to greet us at 
Hickam (AFB in Hawaii) with an 
Air Force band. It makes the 
kids feel like they’re wanted. 
There were times in Europe last 
year when the morale of our con- 
tingent was lower than that of the 
guys sitting in the field, 

“I don’t begrudge not having a 
big star this year because I still 
think I have what they want,” 
Grant added. “But let’s be real- 
istic—it’s always good to have a 
name.” 


‘Show’ Band (Garland’s) 
As One Way to Put On 
Bills for Gls in Orient 


Tokyo, Dec. 30. 

Gabe Garland orch has solved 
the problem of providing wide- 
ranging entertainment for GI ap- 
petites by. successfuly offering a 
show within his band that adds up 
to over an hour of solid bandwork, 
hillbilly numbers and vaude bits. 

Current sixmonth Far East tour 
of military installations under new 
regulations allows Garland unit to 
play both 6n Special Services and 
club-date basis, doubling back over 
same areas to perform at different 
locations. Under Special Services 
banner, unit plays theatres and 
service clubs, returning again to 
play non-appropriated fund spots 
for pay. 

Booked through Universal Pro- 
ductions, Tokyo, band’s tour in- 
cludes sites in Japan, Korea, Oki- 
nawa, Formosa, the Philippines, 
Guam and Hawaii. Garland band 
successfully applied format for- 
mula during four months’ tour of 
GI camps in Europe earlier this 
year. 

Featuring vocalist Carelin Dar- 
den, 1l-member band fast-paces 
library from dixie to progressive 
with hillbilly as a side order. Comic 
numbers and impersonations are 
interjected, providing something 
for all members of the diversified 
audiences. 

Considering budget limitations 
of locations, Garland is getting pay- 
off from having packaged band 
with versatile musicians, all of 
whom participate in the routines. 


Fla.’s Top 















Miami Beach, Dec. 27. 

The 800-seat Club Siam in this 
biggery has un one a complete 
stage overhaul to house Lou Wal- 
ters’ Miami Beach edition of “Zieg- 
feld Follies.” This is his first shot 
at a local hotel and the inherent 

taste and smooth staging of 
the revue should help to mark it a 
contender for healthy biz in the 
fiercely competitive circuit this 
season, 

Walters has eschewed the gaudy 
and the overdone trappings that 
some revues bearing his name con- 
tained in other seasons at indie 
nitery ventures. The result is for 
the better. The ye blend 
into a smooth flowing whole from 
a theme opener which has a run- 
down of excerpts from the more 
memorable Ziegfeld shows and 
serves to set the mood and pace. 

Big item on production side is 
a reprise on “A Pretty Girl Is Like 
A Melody”; it illustrates the ad; 
herence to Ziegfeldian tradition, 
with-Australian import Darryl Ste- 
wart tenoring the evergreen; a 
collection of showgal lookers (even 
by Walters’ wellknown high stand- 
ards) parading in stunning white 
costumes th: the audience for 
raise of the buzz and 
Ballerina so wage ym 4 does ad 
Marilyn Miller or the revu 
and in this spot is a standout with 
og 8 in his own spot sets 

8 
lad, well- 
versed tenor who serves up 
can standards, adds an Australian 


folksong, 
tion that earns him strong reac- 
tion. Lou Nelson carries the com- 





load and turns in an expert 











Ink Sands, Johnny Cash 
. For Memphis Auto Show 


Memphis, Dee, 39. 
Cash 


have been inked for Memphis’ 
first Auto Show in nearly a dec- 
ade. It’s skedded for the North and 
South Hall Auditoriums Jan. 8-11. 

Due to a previous commitment 
Sands will appear the last three 
days, with Cash on hand from the 
opening. They will do a matinee 
and night turn daily. 


Mex Making With 
Big Talent Array 
For Export in ’59 


Mexico City, Dec. 23. 

Mexico will push a new export 
aggressively in 1959—talent. 

With wide acceptance of Mexi- 
can platters and television shorts 
in Spanish-speaking areas, as well 
as in Europe and the Orient, 
junkets are being planned by top 
names and orchestra groups, 

Cesar Guerra, Jorge de Madrid y 
Campos, Manuel Resendis and 
Joaquin Ancona are among artists’ 
representatives dickering for over- 
seas engagements. Plan is to ex- 
ploit popular Mexican talent and 





featuring folklore music and 
dance. 
Among entertainers already 


slated for appearances in South 
America, Europe and the Orient 
are: Columba Dominguez, (one of 
the Mexican stars not averse to 
full stripping before the cameras); 
Rosaura Revueltas, controversial 
figure who only a few weeks back 
was appearing in one of this city’s 
vaudeville houses as a line girl 
at 15 pesos ($1.20 a performance); 
singer Lola Beltran, Amailia Men- 
doza, Jose Venegas, Miguel Acevas 
Mejia, Eduardo Solis, Los Cala- 
veras (The Skulls), the Reyes 
Bros, Corona & Arau, etc. Also 
such locally famous mariachi 
groups as the Mexico, Nacional, 
Jalisco. 

The National Symphony Orches- 
tra, which had a click European 
and U.S. tour in 1958, plans a re- 
peat performance in 1950. 

Top film stars also have plans 
for personal appearances and 
night club engagements through- 
out the world. 

A National Assn. of Actors 
spokesman said that the artistic 
trek outside of Mexico’s borders 
is also part of the plan to build 
markets for Mexican films in weak 
European and Far Eastern areas. 





Yule Bills; Zingy ‘Zig’: Ton 
Bows Diplomat; Eden, Deauville in 


By PARY SOLLOW AY $$ ——— 


job. His ingratiating approach suits 
the nostalgia theme, with an “old- 
vaude turn” interp containing the 
right note of corn uired, plus 
some new stuff. He tops it with 
an adept softshoe routine. Nelson's 
worth to the revue is accented in 
its one blackout scene, a well- 
written skit based on the misin- 
terpretation angle. It fits snugly 
as a middle production break. 
Show stealers are Elsa & Waldo. 
Their broad to-dance routines 
start the giggles coming and build 
to howls at wind. Attractive Kathy 
Barr handles the solo song spots 


Carillon, Miami Beach 
Lou Walters’ production of 
“Ziegfeld Follies of 1958,” with 
Kathy Barr, Lou Nelson, Darryl 
Stewart, Elsa & Waldo, Gautier’s 
Steeplechase, Colleen Corkery, 
Trez Harden, Jacques Donnet 
Orch; staged by Jack & Marilyn 
Nagle; Max Selette, assistant pro- 
ducer; $3-$3.50-$5 minimum. 








assigned her with an enthusiasm 
that carries to the auditors. Her 
big segment is a rundown of hits 
associated with the Ziegfeld name 


in an arr ent that is 
but which. handles in talen 
fashion, ranging from throaty 


tones to rano trills. 

Early click is Gautier’s Steeple- 
chase, who seem to go with a Wal- 
ters show. They’ve been seen 
around here often, but per always, 
sees ae enga: 

spark ra) response 

a by Jack and Marilyn 
y' 

highs & ety tat bevealive 0nd 








Fontainebleau's Names & Seat Setup 
(800) Fla. Pace-Setter; Polly's Preem 





Paul Gormley 
recaps the tax situation vis--vis 
Yank Talent and 
Canada’s 
Income Tax 


enother Editorial Feature 
in the 


53d Anniversary Namber 
of 
VARIETY 





OUT NEXT WEEK 


Filene Basement Loses 
Its Shirts; Dory Sinclair 
1-Gal Demolition Corps 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

Dory Sinclair, singing comedi- 
enne current at the Bradford Roof 
as the headliner, flabbergasted 
salesgirls in Filene’s bargain base- 
ment just before Xmas (she opened 
on the 23d) by charging the men’s 
shirt bargain counter and coming 
out laden down with seven dozen 
men’S shfrts in all of sizes. 

They weren't for gifts—she uses 
them in her act in a Johnnie Ray 
carbon in which she tears ‘em to 
shreds, two a night. She says she 
likes to get Japemade shirts—they 
tear easier. 

“Where else can you get shirts 
for ripping for as little as 49c each, 
except in Boston,” a ae 

However, she poin out, the 
seven dozen shirts she picked up 
here are of Yankeeland mfg., and 
she wasn’t sure whether or not 
they would tear as slickly as the 
Jap ones she usually uses. 

If they’re not easily tearable on 
stage, she'll slit them in strategic 
places with a razor blade first. 











OHIO FAIR A LOSER 
Columbus, Dec. 30. 

The 1958 Ohio State Fair re- 
ported a loss of $29,375. Total ex- 
pense was $940,469, and receipts 
were $911,094. 

In addition, out of the rece!pts 
from the 1958 event, the Federal 
Government is seeking $49.000 for 
four years of retroactive taxes. 






~ 





High | 


rates kudos. Jacques Donnet and 
his orch back the juction in a 
brilliant manner. It’s in for four 
weeks, and with options that can 
run it through the season. 


Diplemat, H’weed, Fila. 
Hollywood, Fla., Dec. 23. 

Tony Martin (with Al Sendry & 

Co.) Tybee & Brascia, Mal Malkin 

Orch; $3 cover and $3.50 beverage 


minimum. 





Tony Martin makes an intelli- 
gent choice to open the M 
area’s newest plushery, the posh 
Cafe Cristal of “this year’s hotel.” 
In for a 17-day run, he’s been pull- 
ing them from the Beach, 15 miles 
south, in goodly numbers, with 
northerly Ft. Lauderdale and Palm 
Beach supplying the additional pa- 
tronage. 

The room is one of the hand- 
somest in the sector. Decor by 
Franklyn Hughes ‘who also de- 
signed a full, Nom serviceable 
lighting array) is elegantly sub- 
dued. The low-ceilinged effect is 
designed to keep the layout inti- 
mate, although it is divided into a 
250-seat supper club with rollaway 
wall to open up accommodations 
for 650. Policy is one-show night- 
ly during the week and two on 
weekends and holdiays. Theory is 
to draw the crowds from the more 
populated tourist sectors during 
the post-dinner hours by allowin 
for travel time (actually only 


ging minutes at most from the feeder 


communities. 
Martin is, per always, the 
(Continued on page 45) 


Miami Beach, Dec. 30. 

The trend to production shows, 
sans names, that is prevalent 
among hotel-cafes here this winter 
can be traced to the Fontaine- 
bleau’s enlargement of its La 
Ronde Room from 450 to 800 ca- 
pacity. That plus the booking by 
prexy Ben Novack of the cream of 
available top names at their high 
asking fees. 

With the Eden Roc and the Latin 
Quarter skimming off those left 
in that upperbracket roster, the 
La Ronde still remains with the 
most costly lineup of talent ever 
booked bya cafe for a winter sea- 
son in this resort's high-paying 
history. 

Not only did Novack enlarge the 
poshery’s capacity (the ringside pit 
alone seats over 400) but he in- 
stalled a brand new stage in the 
addition, complete to dressing 
rooms and fly-left, with theatre- 
type lighting and sound booth ar- 
rangements. 

The expensive rebuild (reported 
costing close to $500,000) took 
longer than originally planned, due 
to some damp weather that held up 
completion in final days, resulting 
in an aborted five-day stay for the 
lineup’s preem act, Polly Bergen. 
She'll be followed tomorrow (Wed.) 
by Jack Carter and Della Reese; 
then, in succeeding weeks, Shirley 
Jones & Jack Cassidy, Red Skei- 
ton, Jack Benny with Gisele Mac- 
Kenzie, Judy Garland, Frank Sin- 
atra. Bid-for toppers to fill out 
the schedule are Harry Belafonte 
and Milton Berle, among others. 

The La Ronde is now the"largest 
one-section layout in the area, The 
Eden Roc can accommodate 750 
when its foldback wall at rear is 
opened to add to its original 600. 
The Americana ditto, from 450 to 
900; the Carillon can set up for 
600-750 while the Deauville holds 
650. Of the indies, Copa City is a 
600-seater when jammed. 


Polly Bergen Socks Over 

The La Ronde, without any 
posts or pillars, is of amphitheatre 
design with three tiers. In a room 
of this vast size, a performer, to 
click, will have to be an authorita- 
tive one with an act that holds at- 
tention. In Miss Bergen's case, she 
more than filled the demands, Her 
“miniature” revue, with six male 
aides, came off to appreciative 
quiet by a jampacked aud in the 
ballad segments; to rising reaction 
in the upbeat and terp segments 
and a sock finale, her Helen Mor- 
gan “story” reprise, while she 
perched on an oldfashioned up- 
right. 

It was the first time the new 
stage was tested, and all of it 
came off with a fluidity belieing 
the fact that Miss Bergen had only 
an hour or so of time for re- 
hearsal. (They were still laying 
the carpets three hours before 
curtain.) The overall effect was 
one of sure, sound showmaking. 

Drake ‘Aces’ Bill 

Tossed on cold,to open the show, 
Alan Drake rated kudos for the 
efficient, eonfident manner with 
which he approached the difficult 
spotting. He worked out his mate- 
rial a steady, well-timed and 
punching manner, mike 
troubles and stitial amee. audi- 
tors. He more than earned the 
warm reception at his windup. The 
guy has a slew of new and topical 


iami | W@8gery that garnered him growing 


laugh returns. The enlarged Sa- 
casas orch was conducted for Miss 
Bergen by Luther Henderson Jr. 
with skill. ° Lary. 


Store a Cad, Pro Santa, 
77, Complains to SCAD 


Albany, Dec. 31. 

A 77-year-old professional Santa 
Claus last week filed with the State 
Commission Against Discrimina- 
tion here a complaint that a local 
department store had not rehired 
him this year, because of his age. 
A new state law bars an employer 
from discriminating against a job 
applicant because of age, provided 
the person is physically able to do 
the work. 


Commissioner J. Edward Con- 
way of SCAD is investigating the 
complaint of George Disser, a re- 
tired leather goods worker me- 
chanie who started to ‘play Santa 








in an Albany store six yravs ago. 
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In his premiere nitery stint, Fer- 
nando Lamas emerges as a con- 
tender who can, in time, build into 


a potent bistre attraction. - 
though the supply of “smart” 
rooms is limited, doubtless will 


fit them best with his Continental 
charm and savoir faire. At other 
levels, his keen sense of showman- 
= and adaptability should win 
audiences for him handily. 
Singing in French, Spanish, Ital- 
jan and English, Lamas ya pen 
control both on the belters and 
the ballads. Included in his 
repertoire are “Granada,” “Lulu’s 
Back In Town,” “Noche de Ronda,” 
“Dicitencello Vuie,” “ 


Una Vez,” “P. B ae 
Paris,” and “Tm Gong To Max- 
s.” « 


Lamas wisely uses the hol- 
ogical gimmick of kidding himself 
(“My latest album is made by Roul- 
ette—the only company that would 
take the gamble”) which puts the 
trons in the position eo 
e will deliver—which he does. 
The wetl-paced act is punctuated 
with the proper amount of chatter 
and terping, later done with the 
Saharem Dancers (11) in the finale. 
Strong assistance is given by the 
Louis Basil orch (17). Duke. 





GRETA RAE 
Songs 


This upper eastside restaurant, 
which has been ‘showcasing new 
faces for the past few months, has 
come wp with a solid talent in this 
sepia songstress. A recent research 
worker for Time and Life mags, 
Greta Rae impresses with her lucid 
pw sags | and confident, niting 
style. Fact that she is a 
geodlooker also helps the impact 
considerably. . 

Although sticking to the estab- 
lished repertory of standards, Miss 
Rae uses some offbéat tempos to 
lend a fresh slant to the material, 
including such oldies as “I Get A 
Kick Out of You,” “I Like You,” 
“Just One of Those Things” and 
“Them Thar Eyes.” She’s workin 
without a mike in this spot, an 
except for an occasional attempt 
to overbelt an upper-register tone, 
she measures her attack with ex- 
cellent judgment. Miss Rae gets 
solid backing on the piano by the 
veteran Herman a. 

erm, 





BOB DENNY 
Songs 


25 Mins. 
Blinstrub’s Boston 
Bob Denny breaks in first use of 
this name in top spot at Blinstrub’s 
after having been out 
cally for around two years as Bob 
ini, his real monicker, but not 
et documented in Varrery. The 
oston lad, who replaced Eddie 
Fisher as U. S. Army d voc 
in 1954 and stayed on in the spot 
until his release in 1956, broke into 
the nitery field around this terri- 
tory after Boston College gradua- 
tion. An ivy league, dark haired, 
slim personable 5-10%4-footer, he 
is christening both a new name 
Fy FY ae songalog os 
e pop personality 4 
lyric baritone, he unveils a style 
that is along crooning orbit listen- 
ing a bit like the late Buddy Clark. 
Denny, unaided by any hit rec- 
ord, has what some of the current 


of pop’s singers, abetted by 
disks’ la fine singing voice. 
He none a ‘good grasp of bright 


standards, pops and show tunes 
and looks equally at home in big 
rooms or standard size niteries. 
Here, in Blinstrub’s 1,700-seater, 
he had no difficulty in reaching to 
the top vaults. Expanding of his 
with inclusion of production 
numbers, patter bits and stylized 
or aggro = between songs would 
Ip point him toward tv, musi- 
comedy, and help put him in top 
ranks of saloon pipers. Guy. 


PAOLA 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
L’Olympia, Paris 
Zany-looking blonde gives out 
an explosive songalog < ‘Betty 
Hutton. She essays a Charleston 
dancer, We FOG 
snob up by another snob. 
She has a big voice and an ex- 


veness that makes her low- 
Roost mannerisms an asset. Some 
toning down of tics could build this 
into an okay specialty son > ~~ th 
e Yank filler poicniie! ‘es 

on its drive and energy. Mosk, 





NOY & REY 
Comedy 





Acrobatics 


12 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 

Noy & Rey are Continental acro- 
bats making first appearance in 
Britain, They score with novelty 
of slow-motion and deadpan acro 
and tumbling. Male duo follow 
through routines to suitable slow 
music, and maintain bland expres- 
sion throughout. They open with 
ultra-slow walk-on, indulge in see- 
saw swings and lifts. Comedy high- 
light comes when one makes a pole 
out of the microphone and swings 
his partner around on it. Slight 
speedup is noticeable toward end 
of act, but main gimmick is the 
slow-motion angle plus the dead- 
pan value. 

Okay for general run of vaude- 
ries and for tv. Gord, 


THE KERNELS (4) 
Songs, Comedy 


35 Mins. 
Sheraton-Fontenelle, Omaha 

The Kernels are four Omahans 
with regular non-pro jobs who 
keep busy evenings playing club 
dates for Romeo-Hammond Pro- 
ductions. Possessing excellent com- 
edy talents as weli as A-1 voices, 
they should be able to devote full 
time to show biz profitably. 

Opening with straightaway 
“River Side” and “Sunny Side of 
Street,” the middle-aged gents 
then bang into their forte, coinedy 
impreshes. Godfrey & Survivors, 
King Cole, Ling = Monroe, Ed 
Sullivan, Senor Wences, Colonna 
and Presley all get superb s - 
ing, with Jack Duffield handling 
the yoeman chores. 

Windup is a jam session, with 
the guys employing piano, har- 
monica, guitar and a washtub bass. 
It’s a rousing finale for an act that 
is becoming w. k. in these parts. 

Trump. 


State, N. Y. 
Alan Freed Show with Johnnie 
Ray, Jimmy Clanton, Eddie Coch- 


ran, Jackie Wilson, Harvey & 
Moonglows, Flamingoes, Baby 
Washington, The Crests, Chuck 


Berry, Bo Didley, Jo Ann Camp- 
bell, Gino & Gina, Inga, Ed Town- 
send, Nu-Tornados, Dion & Bel- 
monts, Earl Warren; Alan Freed 
Orch conducted by Sam (The Man) 
Taylor with King Curtis, Georgie 
Auld; “Villa” (20th) reviewed in 
Variety Sept. 10, 58. 





Annually at Yule comes the tin- 
kling of bells, the sweet sound of 
children singing Christmas carols 
in the snow (when available) the 
jingle of the Santa Clauses on the 
city streets and rock 'n’ roll. This 
year, Alan Freed has moved over 
to Loew’s State after contributing 


alist | heavily to the prosperity of the 


Paramount Theatres in Brooklyn 
and Manhattan. 

Freed, a deejay on WABC, has 
gathered a long list of performers 
into what is nearly a two-hour ses- 
sion. This year, however, the 
ing list comprises a performer of 
great ability and stature who has 
come in at the top of the list. 
Johnnie Ray, it might be noted, is 
the spiritual ancestor of the rock 
‘n’ roll. In his own way, he felt 
the influences that were corru 
into the current fad. Had it con- 
tinued along the lines originally 
set by Ray, the movement would 
not only have taken in the kids, 
but might have carried in its van- 
guard the bulk of the adult enter- 
tainment-seekers as well. In the 
midst of the unsubtle, hard-pound- 
ing and walloping singing, Ray 
eames over as an oasis of taste and 

ent. 


The retinue gathered by Freed 


has some = names .in the r&r 
come up as important elements 
in the held are Frankie Avalon, 
Jimmy Clanton, Jackie Wilson and 
formers such as Jo Ann 
Chick Berry and Bo Did 
experienced groups, the Ca 
y & Moonglows, 

and the Crests. It makes for a lot 
of divertissement. 

However, it must be 
have been put across on records. 
Frequently, the stars of these disks 
are the skilied tape edi the 
sound with their meninulation of 
knots eed bettenec. and prrangers 
and oe m nu who bave added and 





and = rockab: genres. Having 
some others. There are bell, 
Flamingoes, Harve 
Cr 

understood 
that most of the rock ’n’ rollers 
engineers, who have cre 
subtracted from the tape after the 





Possibly 
person what has been sold on the 
record. These are at a distinct dis- 
advantage on the in-person routes. 
Also in theatres, a performer must 


work with his entire body and not |t 


merely his voice. This is a skill 
that not many of them know. It 
must therefore be 


missions-paying entertainments. 

There are some performers on 
this bill who show little reason for 
their booking. Inga, backed by a 
male group, for example; Gino & 
Gina sing weakly, but the gal has 
an anatomy which is worth looking 
at; there’s Baby Washington with 
only one vocal trick; there’s Ed 
Townsend who came to attention 
with a Capitol disking; the Nu 
Tornados, who sound like a Phila- 
delphia Mummers’ parade outfit, 
and Dion & The Belmonts, likable 
amateurs. 

However, the kids like ’em—well 
enough, anyway, to get up the $2 
and $2.50 admission demanded. 
Even with uncrowded houses, this 
show should score heavily at these 
ae But the house anticipates 

aving lockouts during the 11-day 
run. After that, Loew’s State closes 
to cut down its dimensions to 1,500 
seats and the extra area will be 
devoted to stores; the theatre 
hopes to get rent-paying tenants 
in place of admission-producing 
customers. 

There’s a slight difference of 
routine this year. The emceeing is 
‘by Earl Warren who is no improve- 
ment over Alan Freed. Latter in- 
cidentally, didn’t make an appear- 
ance at show caught. The band is 
filled with solid musicianly values. 
Sam (The Man) Taylor is virtually 
a must with his tenor sax leads on 
the r&r festivals. There’s Georgie 
Auld and King Curtis, w.k. in jazz 
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NEW YORK CITY 
ROXY 
iC HALL 1 
= eras Lonnie Sattin 
Victor Julian Sherry 
Corps de sallet De Ma 
Troupers 
Sechattes Balladeers 
h. Paige Ore. Robt. Boucher Ore 
AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE SYONEY 
Tivoli Tivoli 
oo Harrison Winifred Atwell 
Andrea Dancers Morecambe & Wise 
Horrie Dargie 5& Gaston P 
Baxter 2 
Le Monnier Ross & Howitt 
Mistin Juniors J & D Rees 
Nicoli Bras. 3 Sylverkings 
Edit Juhasz Lorraine Bransgrove 
Martin Clarke Beverly Urquhart 








Cabaret Bills 








B. Kraft Dners. 
Xiomaro Alfaro 
Ralph Font Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 
e Bive Angel in Boboll 
om t 
Felicia Sanders ene eee 
whe ge Latin Quarter 
Jimmy Lyon 3 Jane Morgan 
Bart Howard cane See. 
arry immo 
Alice =o Johnny Puleo 
Mae Barnes Francis 
Tony & Eddie Dick Curry 
Jimmie Daniels Pony Sherrell 
Th Flames vo Lombardi Ore 


B Harlowe Ore 
International 

Jackie Miles 

Four Aces 

Pat Paterno 





Gre 
circles. Taylor conducts the bulk | Canai Cortes Pham toe as 
of the show. Jose. os Copacabana Carolyn, Carpenter 

yron en rry 
Vv Steadman 
L’Olympia, Paris F Harry Bell. eo 
Paris, Dec. 23. ee Larry Steele Rev 
Colette Renard, Paul Anka,|pov,PoR Ore La Playa 6 
Francis Lemarque, Maurice| pownstairs Room | *” eer: 
Baquet, George Reich Ballets | Demi Dozen 
HOlympia (10), Jean-Marie Pros- |} Ainold, a savey Hilton 
lier, Peiro én on (2), Mascottes pf a Emile Petti Ore 
(2), Paola; top. George Town & Country 
Gerry Mathews Chase & Mitchell 
Though sans any real headliner, | 5" Keen pane Pemen 
this holiday show has a wealth of | ,,No. 1 Aifth Ave. | Ned Harvey Ore 
topflight acts and enough disk pres-|Cedrone & Mitchen | 5¢@*i Ore 
tige for its two toppers, Colette | Robert Downey ona. 
Renard and Paul Anka, to probably | faro!4, homie Ivan Nepa 
insure it a good five-week stay. Hotel Astor qin Besnte oe 
Advance sales are bright. | Irving Fields Misha Usdanogf 
Miss Renard made a hit in the] Hotei R it vi Rentera 
legiter “Irma La Deuse” aoe went ; Guy Lombardo Ore Margarita Sierra 
on to gain a spec ed following. e: 
Though not quite ripe for star | [ey sonanmims yYiteve Sere 
billing yet, she displays a taking | Mark Monte Ore im Lewis 
dramatic-song temperament and an Hotel Pierre Tex Fletcher 
ability to get the most from her | Mut Bensell ace eer 
fine dramatic songs. Wilbur Evans Vie Spaddy 
Well stacked, with a piquant |Joseph Ricardel Orc | Lou Harold Ore 
face, Miss Renard sometimes over- | “!#" at —y Village Vanguard 
does her gestures but time should | vincent Tove — oo 
cure this. Her inner drive and - -ttotet St. Regis 


dramatic interlarding on a ballad 
exrmark her as a potential Edith 
Piaf. Some more roadwork may 


soon have her ready for specialized | Mar 


beite chances in the U.S. 

Anka ankles out dragging a mike 
and belts out his rock 'n’ roll bits 
with brashness, breadth and bom- 
bast to get to the audience in spite 
of singing only in English. A 
teeneager singing about love, with 
the naive directness of the breed, 
got to French viewers, as did his 
netural. musical savvy. Natives 
were also amazed at his aplomb 
and ease. The lad has some hit 


disks here and is anchored in for | Chez 


good results. 

Francis Lemarque has_ good, 
tender poetic songs on Paris and 
the niceties and foibles of life. But 


singing mainly in small boites, he 
“ has neglected to project in a big|F 
As soon as he clears this | yp, 


house. 

hurdle, he will be a solid offbeat 
singer-cleffer act. Maurice Baquet 
does a clown piece with musical 
instruments and sport mime. He 
is good on a pratfall and this is 
a standard with enough yocks for 
good filler fare. 

George Reich Ballets HOlympia 
(10) are a staple production dress 
at the house and do a 1920s num- 
ber and a rock 'n’ roll item. Acro- 
batics are stressed over terp and 
this is okay for house needs. Jean- 
Marie Proslier is also a staple and 
patters acceptably on current 
events. 

Peiro Bros, (2) do a fast, classy 
juggling interlude and they are 
good enough to kid about it and 
turn it into a competitive, dazzling 
show of ability. Paola a bombastic 
singer, is under New Acts. 

Mascottes are two shapely girls 
who do some intricate acrobalanc- 
ing with ease. One stands on the 
other’s head on one foot as under- 
stander climbs up and down a 


the | ladder. This is repeated with them 


head-to-head, without any pad, and 


this bu'lcs for top applause, It's 
novfectly timed Girls are 
also lookers. Mosk. 





“Wemeamans af “28” 
Paul Whiteman 
Harry — 
Buster Keatos 








Silly Gilbert 
Fifi D’Orsay 


Stan Free 3 

Randy Weston 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Eartha Kitt 


Hotel St. Emil Coleman Ore 
shall Grant 3 Bela Babai Ore 
CHICAGO 
Bive Angel Inez & Gordor 

Audrey Kirby Ken Harris Ore 
David & Amorah Drake 
Mighty Pa Denise Lor 
Lord Connor Jimmy Blade Ore 
Lord Christe Gate of Horn 
Blue Note Odetta 
n ondon House 
Chez Paree Gene Krupa 
Red Buttons Mister Kelly's 
Geo. Cook Ore. ean rd 
‘Adorables @ | Marty Rutinstein 3 
cease Marx & Frigo 
Will Jordan yr 
Leuis Armstrong 
Ann a Trio | B&" Arden Ore 
Ramsey Preview Lounge 
-- - rr Ly RD Club 
s 
Frosty Frills” Dinah W: n 
aire e Carter [Rea Sithatrs ore 
Ben Gee & Bernie lis Branch 
Jack Kodell 
te Ash Sonny Stitt & 
Manuel Del Toro ee 
LOS ANGELES 
we A G eslie hinge 
Jimmy Breen eely st 
Sen Bive’s Butera & The 
Ben Blue itnesses 
Helen Boice “Wonderful World” 
et Twins egency Room 
a Dennis 
Charles i Dave Ketchum 
Bi bere : 
Richard 
I Cannon Bros. 
van Lane Ore Larry K. Nixon 
Cocoanut Greve 
Ritz Bros. 
Martin Ore Statier Hotel 
June Christy Tommy Neonan 
tater'ude Ennis Ore 
T. C y La Lefti 
“jac Ye | Joe Felix 
‘Herb Jeffries Roger Nichols 
LAS VEGAS 


Murray Brisco 
Vickie Denas 
Cee Davidson Ore 


El Cortez 
Rossi & Boyer 
e Bush 
Versatiles 
El Rancho Vegas 
Lisa Kirk 
Dick Rice Orch 
Fiamtngo 
Pearl Bailey 
Louis Bellson 
Atkins & Cole 
| - tte: 
oettes 
Jack Catheart Ore 
Fremont Hotel 
Honeycones 
Deddy & Bill 
GSyle Walton 
Make Believes 
Golden Nugget 
Ranch 
Lee = wage May- 


nar « 
Art (Cow Eyes) En- 


r 
Sons of Gold’n Wst 


3 
by Follies” 
Jane Morgan 
Dickie Henderson 
Helen Wood 
Andrea Dancers 
Ving Merlin 

Bill Shirle: 


y 
Sue Ann Langdon 


Sahara 
Fred Waring Ore 
Mary Kaye o 


Danny Jacobs 
Annie Maloney 
Gee. 


Carla Alberghetti 
Jack Ackerman 
Ray Malone 

Ray Anthony Ore 

D Williams Singers 





Ray Sinatra Ore 
De Castro Sis 


MIAMI - Mi 
Admiral Vee 
Don Rickles 
Rosette Shaw 
Pete Brady 4 
Americana 
Marlowe-Kuller Rev 
Barbara Heller 
Blackburn Twins 
Jerry Collins 
Jack DeLeon 


Balmoral 
Marion Murray 
Rodriguez Revue 

Carilion 
Lou Walters 
Ziegfeld Follies 
Lou Nelson 
Kathy Barr 
Darryl Stewart 
Gautiers St’pl’chase 
Elsa & Waldo 
Collen Corkney 
Cecile Cowan 
Jacques Donnet Orc 

Cire’s 

Alan Gaie 
Beverly Lawrence 
Granada Dancers 
Mac Davis Orc 
Redcaps 

Clover Club 
Rip Taylor 
Barbara Velasco 
Magnetones 

Deauville 
Xavier Cugat 

bbe Lan 


e 

Buddy Hackett 

Lee Martin Ore 
Gents 


Mambo n 
Natale & Victccio 


Freddy Bell B’l’boys 


Dream Lounce 
Buddy Rich Orc 
Willie Restum 
Marty Harris 3 





The Grate 
Diplomat Georgie Auld 5 
Tony Martin Flip Phillips & 
Brascia & Tybee Bill Marris 
HAVANA 
Capri Raul de Mesa 
ose Greco Co Nilo Rodriguez 
Somavilla Ore Conrad Wi 
t Ore Felix Guerrero Ore, 
Hilton Sans uch 
Lilo Martha Claude 
J. Moreno Ore Miriam Sarreras 
F e Dandy Crawford 
A Rh wy 
tC) Ari 
Eaeter Sov Maria taoves” 
— = 4 Canaro Ore 
7 = sado Victor Alverez 
| ws ~ Ortegs Ore 
teca Leonella 
jnans Waters Xiomara Alfaro 
p Ror Marta Castille 
omand Berta Depuy 
Manolo Torrente Guaracheros 
Ana y Julio Rolo Martinez 
Olga Guillet ay 
i 
Mitsouki & Roberto | Romes © 
Gina Martin S Suarez Org 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Backstage 
Stan Arnold Bee i A» A 
Rene Joubert Sylvie St. Clair 
Blackhawk Dick Keegan Ore 
Cal Tjader 5 Hungry | 
Canterbury Kaye Ballard 
Geo. Alexander Cruz Luna 
Benny Strong Ore Stan Wilson 
Easy Street Jatz Workshop 
Turk = 3 Sonny Stitt 
On the Levee 
yond a Kid Ory Ore 
G Purple Onion 
Herb Barman Ore Coachmen 3 
al aya Ang 
Bros. Ronnie Schell 
E. Heckscher Ore 365 Club 
440 Club Paul Gubert 
Winters Estelita 
Carol Davis Half Bros. 
Walter Hart Bill Clifford Ore. 
RENO 
Harolds Civb Mapes 
Carmen Cavallare | Edgar Bergen 
Magnetics Caroline Richter 
be Harrah's, Club Wilder Meg ore 
—y.- ° m= Say Hutton 
Art Engler Dubonnet 3 
Don Bake- ~areide 
Al Morgan a _ 
Hol dav ack Schafer 
Hoosier Hot Shots “oberta Linn 


Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 


AMI BEACH 


Al Sendry 
Mal Malkin Ore 


Eden Roc 
Anna Maria Alber- 
ghe 


Campo urc 
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Riviera, N. Y. 

Bill Miller presentation of Larry 
Steelers “Smart Affairs of 1959” 
with Larry Steele, Mauri Leighton, 
“Jaye Monroe,” Wanderers (4), 
Leonard & Leonard, Lon Fontaine, 
Sir Lionel Beckels, Fouchee Dan- 
cers, Beige Beauts & Beaux, Choir 
(6), Sy Oliver Orch, La Playa 
Sextet; producer, Steele; choreog- 
rapher, Fontaine; costumes, Johnny 
Allen, music & lyrics, Steele; $6, 
$6.50 minimums. 





A lot of years have passed since 
Harlemania was a strong vogue 
for Broadwayites. In the Prohibi- 
tion era,’a trip to the environs of 
135th St. meant exciting entertain- 
ment. With good reason, too. Ethel 
Waters, Florence Mills, “Snake- 
hips” Tucker, Duke Ellington, Bill 
Robinson, Cab Calloway were 
names that drew. In addition, ex- 
citing music from original scores 
by Rube Bloom, Jimmy McHugh, 
Ellington, Ted Koehler, et al, pro- 
duced tremendous hits. 

Conversely, even with all these 

ttributes, Harlem entertainment 

as always had a rough time break- 
ing through on Broadway. The Cot- 
ton Club tried it on the present site 
of the Latin Quarter, so did the 
Ft Kat, so did Connie Immerman. 
The nearest was the comparativel 
iong run of the Zanzibar. The Clu 
Savannah in the Village looks like 
the sole exception. 

Larry Steele’s venture on Broad- 
way at Bill Biller’s Riviera (nee the 
illfated Lou Walters’ Cafe de Paris, 
nee the Arcadia Ballroom) which 
preemed Friday (26) lacks lift of 
exciting new talents and music, and 
dazzling choreography. This show 
has been a hit in Miami Beach, 
Atlantic City and elsewhere. But 
like many a show biz item that gets 
raves out-of-town, Broadway is a 
different matter. Steele, who has 
been on Broadway at the old La 
Conga, has apparently reckoned 
contemporary tastes in terms of 
more than a decade ago. The pres- 
ent show could be a nervous hit 
f it were pruned down to running 
ength of about 70 minutes. At least 
the pace would be zippy enough for 
the patronage to overlook a lot of 
items. 

However, there are several at- 
tributes that indicate the Bill Mil- 
ler venture can be around for a 
long time. For one thing, Miller 
has himself a pair of opulent part- 
ners who can afford to keep the 
spot running, should they so desire. 
For another thing, Lou Walters 
who rebuilt this room, designed a 
basically sound structure, altered 
only slightly with the addition of 
a bar at the far end. More than 
that, a nitery can ae come up 
from under when headliners come 
in. What Miller does during the 
hazardous post-holiday run will de- 
termine the future of this site. 
Miller has Donald O’Connor in 
reserve. 

Indications of the power of the 
regard the cefe crowd has for 
Miller is seen by the fact that there 
were more than 1,000 turned away 
at the preem—a miracle consider- 
ing the newspaper blackout. They 
packed in about 1,000 at a $12.50 
prixe-fixe dinner opening night. 

In this layout, there are some 
stars. The costuming for one, and 
a were some production num- 

ers, is an old style to be sure, 
that come off. Producer Steele's 
original songs have no listenability 
and there were no outstanding acts. 
What is severely missing is a stand- 
out comedy session. Willie Lewis 
in chef costume, working from the 
audience engages in lengthy ban- 
a Mn Steele. It lacked belly- 


The acts seemingly haven't a 
chance in his melange. Mauri 
Leighton, who has done well in 
the intimeries works against the 
room for the greater part of her 
turn. She reminds of Ethel Mer- 
man. Her big number, “So Many 
Beautiful Men,” didn’t come off too 
well, for the — reason that she 
had lost her audience long before 
then. Overlength seemed to be the 
fault of most acts. 

Leonard & Leonard in an old- 
time tap turn interspliced gab 
without sparkle. They might give 
the show a faster start without the 
fncore. Another terp item 
Jaye Monroe,” a blonde Negro 
stripteuse, doesn’t work with 
finesse nor does she infuse the 


‘ — of raucous fun in her shed- 


Fouchee Dancers in the West 
Indies manner, comprise two boys 
and a girl, backed by their own 


conga drummer who, despite their- 


artiness, could alter their routines 
somewhat to fit into a more com- 
mercial channel. MGM recording 
quartet, The Wanderers, seem to 
et a bad deal in their situation. 
oming toward the close of the 
flow, when everything seemed a 
ost cause, they indicate a measure 
of vocal ability in their closing mo- 
ments. 

There is one questionable pro- 
duction number that doesn’t con- 
stitute cafe entertainment. 

The Man With the Golden Arm,” 
depicting the plight of a narcotics 


-?) wrnpede 


ae 


addict, has chereegrepher Lon 
Fontaine in the title role, and Sir 
Lionel Bickels, with body in gilt 
= portraying his soul. It’s a 
itter thing, which could be a good 
contrast in a show with a lot of 
comedy, but this layout is without 
levity. 

A well-drilled vocal up works 
in the background, and Sy Oliver 
is a skilled batoner in tMis situa- 
tion. Robert, famed ex-Versailles 
maitre d’hotel, moved over from 
Le Cupidon, helms the greeting 
staff here. He’s always a ig plus 
to any establishment. ose. 


Hotel Plaza, N. Y- 
Carol Channing, with George 
Bauer; Ted Straeter and Mark 
Monte orchs; $3-$4 cover. 


‘The Persian Room looks set not 
only for a bullish New Year’s eve 
and holiday season business with 
the return of Carol Channing but 
will probably pan beaucoup and 
$4 cover —— between now and 
Lilo’s advent into this Ho.el Plaza 
flagship room comes Jan. 28. 
Comedienne peddles her zany hu- 
mor and special song wares to the 
hilt, doing nearly an hour to solid 
returns. preem night a some- 
what “firstnight” aura punctuated 
the proceedings; outfronters in- 
cluded Anita , who authored 
her “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
click musical, and Jule Styne, pro- 
ducer-composer of same. 

Miss Channing, for all her studi- 
ous —— makes her comedic 
ungainly stance pay dividends. In 
contrast, She has an excellent “hat 
face” so that the sundry “charac- 
ter” chapeaux not only set the 
motifs such as for her silent movie 
siren, flapper-age, dumb-stripper 
and kindred routines, but she looks 
attractive therein. 

Opening night enthusiasm may 
have influenced the somewhat 
overlength running time although, 
basically, the ~~ number could 
be cut. Therein, incidentally, she 
has an excellent assist in her per- 
sonal drummer, Sammy Goldstein 
(introduced by her, along with 
Georze Bauer, personal pianist- 
conducior, a reunion after 10 years 
when she first came to attention 
in Charles Gaynor’s “Lend An 
Ear,” intimate revue from the 
Coast). 

Gaynor, too, took a bow preem 
night, and that ended that. Miss 
Channing laughed-off the customer 
intros as a corny Las Vegas habit, 
but the little she did was under- 
standable. 

Comedienne does her stuff with 
the assist of a colored maid, who 
brings on the glass diamonds for 
the audience-participation bit, and 
a portable screen for the costume 
changes. She has also had large as- 
sist from the competent Ted 
Straeter orch, sans the maestro 
who is recuperating from an ill- 
ness, with Bauer (doubling from 
NBC musical chores) as_ the 
batonist. 

Her credits run the gamut from 
a Sophie Tucker impression to an 
upcoming George Burns tv guester 
on Jan. 6. Her numbers include 
some new ones, such as “Good W. 
To Lose a Man”; the Spanis 
claves musician; the silent screen 
siren who couldn’t understand why 
her peculiar whistling-speech kay- 
oed her for the talkers; and “Home- 
sick Blues,” a good lyric from 

. Abel. 





“Gents Prefer.” 


Hoiel Roosevelt, N. 0. 
New Orleans, Dec. 25. 
Helen Traubel, Pete Pederson, 
Janis Garber, Julio Maro, Jan Gar- 
ber Orch; $2.50 minimum; $4 Sat- 
urday. 


Helen Traubel, showcased in 
the plush Blue Room for two 
weeks, exudes all the elegance of 
her operatic background. Opening 
on Christmas night, a capacity 
audience was on hand to greet 
fugitive from Metopera. _ 

Miss Traubel maintains rapport 
with her audience via an assort- 
ment of classics, standards and pops 
that range from Puccini's “La 
Boheme” to a rousing version of 
“St. Louis Blues.” 

The diva employs no gimmicks, 
letting her pipes do fullest justice 
to the wide variety of tunes. She 
closes with a take off on Jimmy 
Durante and a rowdy “Bill Bailey, 
Won’t You Please Come Home.” 
Has to beg off. 

Pete Pederson, teeing off, is an 
ingratiating and talented harmon- 
ica player who combines comedy 
with music. 

Pederson essays a wide variety 
of tunes in a session that ranges 
frori numerous classics to “Ghost 
Riders In The Sky.” While he 
leans heavily on the longhair stuff, 
he also does nostalgic tunes and 


pops. 

a Garber orch, longtime faves 
here, is back for the winter sea- 
son and pack the dance floor with 
ankle-benders before and after the 
shew. His young vocalists, Janis 
Garber, his daughter, and Julio 








Maro, also share in the applause. 


One evatts 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 

Eartha Kitt (with Jerry Dolan), 
Emil Coleman & Bela Babai 
Orchs; $4 cover. 


The Empire Room of the Wal- 

rf- , for the third year in 
a row, will go into New Year’s Eve 
with a Ne headliner. Preceding 
the incumbent Eartha Kitt durin 
the holiday seasons were Pear 
Bailey (1957) and Lena Horne 
(1956), both of whom did brilliantly 
at the b.o. and on the floor. Miss 
Kitt seems equipped to continue 
that trend for the time of year. 

Miss Kitt, in with a diverse rep- 
ertory, and provocative couturier- 
ing, overcame a horde of handicaps 
to walk off a hit at this hospice. 
With an obviously nervous mien, 
and forced by necessity to attempt 
to rise above an overly loud orch, 
Miss Kitt and the musicrew ulti- 
mately settled down and both 
reached an accord. 

Miss Kitt seems to accent her 
entertainnient values. The feline 
manneris:m, her trademarked style, 
doesn’t come through as heavily as 
previously. Her tunes encompass 
a lot of territory. There’s a multi- 
tude of moods as expressed in “In- 
dependent,” “Burned as a Witch,” 
both of which, incidentally, were 
marred because of orchestral inter- 
ference, and thence into an easier 
item, “Ain’t Misbehavin',” where- 
in she sheds on outer red silk coat 
which comes off sectionally, to re- 
veal a bright red-beaded sheath. 
This ultimately comes off too, 
around “Shimmy Like Sister Kate” 
time, and she’s in a fringed skirt, 
which comes in handy for that tune 
as well as her Turkish “Uska Dara” 
in which she emulates Nejla Ates— 
on a lite scale, befitting the 
Waldorf. 

Despite the wealth of new mate- 
rial, Miss Kitt scores heaviest 
when reprising such of her disk 
“I Want to Be Evil,” 
by” and “C’est Si Bon.” 
Her feline “cat” seeps out and her 
haut ecole French adds a delight- 
ful touch to these efferots. Her 
topper is a song of the Negev, in- 
dicating a further interest in mat- 
ters Eastern. 

The Coleman orch is con- 
ducted by Jerry Dolan, who did 
his chores well once he found the 
right volume. Bela Babai entices 
a full quota of dancers during the 
relief, and Louis presides at the 
tape with the accustomed — 

ose. 


The Cloister, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 
Jacqueline Fontaine, Gary Mor- 
ton, Ramsey Lewis Trio; two-drink 
mtntmum, 








Ample of figure (in strapless 
Lillian Russell-type creation) and 
deep of voice, Jacqueline Fontaine 
draws some ripples for sorne indigo 
gags and a couple of special num- 
bers that show a heavy hand. A 
Sophie Tucker carbon is fine for 
its vocal fidelity, and her “Bill 
Bailey,” sans mike midst tablers, 
is a shrewd getaway. Rest of her 
catalog is pretty standard, but her 
“I Don't ow Why” is flavored 
with a good Cockney that, given 
clever scripting, could shape as a 
vital bit. 

Gary Morton has honed himself 
into his finest funstering shape yet, 
though he could afford to prune 
some of the fop slants. Comic is 
topical via Miami Beach and bed- 
room-minded bachelor vacationers, 
and collects nicely from the more 
hip with quickies of famous paint- 
ings talking back. Ad lib situations 
nail some of the best laughs, Mor- 
ton demonstrating quick and 
pointed reflexes. He’s well-paced 
and works with an ingratiating 
smoothness. 

Ramsey Lewis threesome show- 
stops in click style, plus first = 


cool entr’acte jazz. Pi 
EI Meroeee, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


The Champagne Room of El 
Morocco is the non-dansapation re- 
treat for the soft lights and the 
sweet music, latter supplied by the 
perennial of the piano, Karl In- 
wald, and his new violin accomp, 
Fred Fassler, vice Michael Kent 
and vice the late Andre Bodo. In- 
wald & Bodo were the original 
Steinway-Strad combo and they’ve 
played for them all; John Perona’s 
joint gets ’em all and invariably 
most of them get away from the 
hecticism of the main room, with 
its marathon terp tunes. 

Yorkville in recently years “dis- 
covered” the schmaltzy appeal of 
fiddles; Chez Vito is the biggest 
casher-inner with that policy, oth- 
ers have tried and flopped, but the 
Champagne Room’s very profes- 
sional Inwald-Fassler team whips 
up a musical storm from Viennese 
operettas to contemporary Ameri- 
can musicals, from both sides of 
the Volga, Danube and Rhine, and 
a potpourri of sentimental sure- 





eererc: mal 


fires that give this room a special 
Character. Abel. 
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Miami Beach Nitery Reviews 





al in-command 
smooth, suave, always-in-t 
speaks the c with which 
purveys his collection of standards 
and specials. The velvety in 
—* ae aon 00 leggy lovelies 
im e 
as aides in his treatment of a La- 
tino beat and for a smart . 
a tongue-in-cheeker anent a guy 
grown older. It’s an _ encore 
builder and that latter segment of 
his act becomes a sesh 
that could have kept him on all 
evening. As is, he had to beg. 
Brascia & by 0 make for an 
interesting teeoff turn. Their —? 
patterns are inventive, eye-hold- 
ing and get the proceedings into a 
warm reaction plateau in quick 
fashion. Al Sen is an adept ba- 
toneer-accompanist for Martin, 
while Mal Malkin and his musicrew 
are solid showbackers, Due Jan. 7 
is Henny Youngman. 


Deauville, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Dec. 26. 
Buddy Hackett, Xavier Cugat & 
Abbe Lane with Mambo Gents 
(2), Natalie & Victorio, Lee Martin 
Orch; $3.50-$7.50 minimum. 


This is the hotel which houses 
the free-to-guests (of five inns) one- 
nighter name __ series. itha 
operator Morris Lansburgh decided 
to keep in the cafe circuit conten- 
tion and has reopened the 650-seat 
Club Casanova with this lineup. 
It’s a potent one at the b.o. and 
was a sellout opening night at 
both shows, this on a night when 
three other spots preemed their 
entries. 

The act Xavier Cugat and wife 
Abbe Lane have brought in is 
par for the Latino-accent course. 
a Ry Ko f iyries Fa 
gliss readings o , co 
the able Lee Martin orch and twin- 
kle-eyes through the emcee chore 
for hig segment of the show. 

Miss Lane is a high-style-gowned 
bundle of curves and sexy moves. 
Her vocal approach has much im- 
proved since last appearance in 
these parts a couple of seasons 
back. Her book contains a couple 
of effectively delivered standards; 
a special with Cugie that makes 
certain the patrons know of their 
happily married status; a bit with 
Natalie & Victorio, flamenco dan- 
cers who do okay in their own 
heel-stomp spot. The Mambo 
Gents work up mambomania 
frenzy in unison and later join Miss 
Lane for a fast trip-twist turn. 
= carries the first half of the 

ow. 

It takes Buddy Hackett to pull 
the affair up to smash status. He 
hits a howling high aimost from 
walkon and keeps the yocks com- 
ing with a mixture of familiars 
—the wife, garbage disposal blues 
and legit theatre experiences. It’s 
when he rambles into what is vir- 
tually an ad lib session that he 
sparks *ven heartier returns. His 
observations on the hotel man- 
ageme.:.. on local tailors, other ho- 
teliers aud sundry topical matters 
are spun fast and furious. On for 
35 minutes, he encores with_ his 
trade-marked Chinese waiter. They 
pounded for more. Just about set 
for Jan. 7 opening are Los Churnm- 
beles de Espana for a return two- 
weeker. 








Latin Quarter, M. B’ch 
Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 

Don Arden production of “Sky 
High,” starring Sophie Tucker, 
with Ted Shapiro; with Holger 
& Dolores, Romano Bros., Del 
Rubio Trip!:ts, Don Dellair, Tom- 
my Wonder, “Legs” Diamond, 
Line (21), John Julioano, Cuso 
Mendoza, Jose Cortez Orch; $6 
minimum. 


This is the-first of the load of 
production shows ready to pre- 
miere for the winter season aro 
Miami, and rightfully it’s at the 
landmark for such s in this 
area—the southern branch of 
Gotham’s LQ, en Palm Island. Per 
annual custom, the Donn Arden 
concept is a lush, handsomely 
mounted, big-cast revue that sets— 
and sustains—a fast pace to con- 
tinued aud approval. 

This is Miss Tucker’s first ap- 
pearance in these parts in three 
seasons, and she’s ebullient, glitter- 
— and spry as ever. Her 

ynamics belie her three score and 
ten, of which over 50 years have 
been agent around the night clubs. 
Per always, she has herself 
bright book of new 
zling gowns by Hye to Kuhn 

of course, Ted Shai to q 
indulge in gab routines 





af 


one spot, to allow for costume 


Continued on page 43 





change, smoothly handle a standup 
chatter routine. He’s a plus to her 
rhythmed-talk routines that entail 
the wise—and funny—observations 
on wayward husbands, the younger 
yt in show biz; * straight —. 
opry” segment in the nos a 
mood that reprises the hits she's 
been associated with through the 
half-century and finally, an aud- 
ee in “Some Of These 

” that turns into a serenade 
to La Soph by the patrons. 

She has show-stop calypso top. 
per, complete unto gold-lame tight 
— with strut around stage 
or the spur to continuing heavy 
palm payoffs. And, in the finale, 
she’s at home in a bright minstrel 
show concept, with hoop skirt and 
picture haj, to tie the whole into 
a click. 

Standouts among the support- 
ing acts are Holger & Dolores, a 
begoff turn. This European dance 
team is strictly class. The femme 
is a scantily-clad siender, lissome, 
seemingly boneless acro-dancer 
mayjpulated by her partner, a 
husky, professorial looking type 
in tails, with a pate that is nearing 
a Yul Brynner look. Her bends 
and twists raise gasps and con- 
stant mitting. The performance by 
the duo is brought off with a con- 
fidence and aplomb that add to 


——. 

ommy Wonder is an agile 
hoofer throughout, while the 
Romano Bros. garner howls 
mitts in equal proportion with 
their clowning and acro. 

“Legs” Diamond an “import” 
from the Minsky shows, grinds out 
a writhing routine, on and off a 
small table, to hold the eyes and 
raise gasps among the femme 
albeit she eschews doffing 
garments this side of nudity. The 
anticipation she created suffices. 

The Del Rubio Triplets make for 
a capable femme s g act on 
their own, and buttress the pro- 
duction numbers. 

Alden girls are the best-looking 
crop to play in this winter home 
for showgals and dancers in many 
a season. The costumes by Freddie 
Wittop are ingenious in_ their 
design; the flesh-expose is there, 
but held to good taste in designs 
of the skimpy outfits. 4 

It's Sophie Tucker, however, 
that they are coming to see; at 
wind she has to return after finale 
for a series of bows and finally, a 
thankyou bit during which she 
manages to kudos the cast and 
the producer. At show caught, 
they wanted more. Lary. 


Eden Roe, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Dec. 26. 

Anna Maria Alberghetti (with 

Jerry Antes & Pepe DeChazza), 

Paul Gray, Ballet et Florence & 

Frederick, Jackie Heller, Walter 
Nye Orch; $3.50-$7.50 minimum. 


Anna Maria Alberghetti takes to 
the plush confines of the Cafe 
pee ay with an aplomb that be- 
spe the fully rounded cafe 
former. Boasting a new act t 
sets off facets of her personality 
hitherto masked by a compara- 
tively straitlaced approach, she 
completely wins the audience in a 
room noted as attracting the “seen- 
them-all” spenders who are tough 
to crack, 

With a pair of brisk-moving, 

-wise young male aides, Miss 
Alberghetti departs from her for- 
mer concertish concepts to serve 
up a diverse blend of the operatic 
and the upbeat, in which she shows 
a fine knack for handling a driv- 
ing jazz arrangement. The new 
touch is continued in two dance 
routines with ace hoofers Jerry 
Antes & Pepe DeChaza. They join 
for a “Varsity Drag” revival that 
is the more effective for the sur- 
prise element contained when she 
reveals a trim pair of gams and 
nimbly graceful ability to handle 
the hoofing assignment. 

Topper comes in still another 
(modern-touched) staging of terps, 
with a clever hat-and-hair entan- 
glement recurrence that casts a 
warning spell on the tablers. The 
climaxing zinger comes when she 
returns almost at once, in a com- 
plete change te Mme. Butterfly 
costume, for show wrap-up peak- 
note warbling of “Un bel di.” The 
bowoff clamor was wel! earned. 

Paul Gray is a last-minute book- 
ing to round out the layout, which 

ginally had just the Ballet et 
Florence & Frederick from the 
Paris Moulin Rouge as the co-fea- 
ture. Diminutive comic fits the 
smartery’s surroundings admirably. 

Ballet et Florence & Frederick 








a |is an imaginatively costumed group 


of three males and a dozen femimes 
with artful stagings of diverse cori- 
tent. Strongest impact is with a 
Brazilian voodoo number Unit is 





ripe for any top cafe. Lary. 
‘so? 119 dat } 
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oe] Willman, 


White. ¥ 
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Perceptive casting, imaginative 
on and rebust acting are 


the assets that could spearhead 


“Rashomon” into solid success, 
although this story of “unhappy, 
far-off things and battles long ago” 
it intrinsically specialized rather 
than commercial entertainment. 
Followers of the motion picture 


art theatres will recall the fine| and 


Japanese picture that had numer- 
ous key city showings and won 
artistic and some boxoffice success. 
Fay and Michael Kanin have taken 
the same stories by Ryunosuke 
Akutagawa and have woven them 
into a generally striking if fre- 
quently barbaric stage play whose 
setting is Kyoto, Japan, about 1,000 
years ago. The substance of pic- 
ture play are much alike. e 
important question invelved is 
whether “Rashomon” has enough 
general audience appeal to sup- 
port it for a regular Broadway 
run. 


Most impressive of the assets of 
the new David Susskind-Hardy 
Smith production is the shrewd 
casting. Combing several fields, 
mostly Hollywood, the producers 
and director Peter Glenville have 
come up with a number of ap- 
parently inspired choices. 

Rod Steiger, for example, is an 
emphatic click as the predatory 
bandit wose sadistic methods are 
so smoothly mixed with romantic 
approach that he disrupts one sup- 

ly happy marriage. And Claire 
loom, who was in the U.S. two 
seasons ago with the Old Vic, 1s 
equally impressive as the shrilly- 
passerine. but actually thrilled 

e 


Noel Willman is able as the | Ma 


husband whose faith in his wife’s 


love and loyalty takes a beating, n 


and there is a dignified and strik- 
ing performance by David 
toshu as a priest. 
character actors, 
and Oscar Homolka, 
recruited for the roles of the Wood- 
cutter and the Wigmaker, and they 
deliver sound and foreeful por- 
trayals. 

The Kanins have kept the story 
limited in time, the preem_per- 
formance starting about 8:15 and 
running only a little over two 
hours. The authors’ choice of ma- 
terial from among traditional Japa- 
nese stories scems appropriate and 
sensible. Even so, the play might 
seem somewhat vague 
sequential if it were not for the 
fine performances, Grenville’s 
well-paced and sensitive direction 
and the exciting settings by Oliver 
Messel, given added effectiveness 
by Jo Mielziner’s eloquent lighting. 

“Rashomon” doesn't fit into any 
of the maeee or og 
grooves an may ov 
heads of average audiences, but 
for some playgoers it is exciting 
entertainment Waters. 


Listen te the Mocking 
Bird 


Boston, Dec. 28. 
s Co. presentation 5 AL. 


Playwright 
& ee poonec) _coquedy by i 


and Mary Cathcart play. 

rection oS, the author: associate » 

Fee: Gay Kea. Stars Ere Le 
Burke: features. Una 


Le ae illie rke; 
M 1, = McGuire, Clarence : 


Akim Tamiroff 





"i ble- 
ca pr Covad tiumphreyy” KF ed 
aed Bee. 27, 38. at the Colonial Thea: 
Chief ines aor " = fat 
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Coroner ....... honyv 
eres eee Shepps 





scurantism. 
of little 
Fai ‘stn hasan ana a 
* type with a crytic profundity 
complex does not come off because 


“Tabitha,” 


Two eminent = 
have been | Delila 


Out of Town 


it moves at snail’s pace, and in 
resent form, oad “aa desire 
know the gimmick. 
of the burden is carried ably by 
the three old ladies ayed by 
Eva Le Gallienne, Billie Burke and 
Una Merkel. 

The locale is a squalid attic room 
in an English lodging house. The 
old gals are to be ousted on Christ- 
mas Eve by the crue! landlady who 
bedevils them and 
poaches their holiday whiskey. A 
mixup with tise whiskey bottles 
and poison crystals brings the 
death of the landlady, and there is 
amusing incongruity as the old bid- 
dies are apparently guilty of 
murder. 

For Miss Le Gallienne it is a 
po ay 6 part with latitude for com- 
edy, histrionics, and comedy play- 
ing. Una Merkel turns in a well 
rounded performance as a gentle 
lady come upon evil days. Billie 
Burke is cast as an addlepate kit- 
ten-fancier, and she makes the 
most of it. There are too many 
characters and too much key action 
outside of the central triumverate, 
few of these emerge as per- 
sonalities, . 

The device of having Clarence 
Derwent as the Gentleman Author- 
ity and Anthony Kemble-Cooper as 
the coroner come on several times 
behind a transparent curtain in 
darkly lit shadows, in discussions 
of the play, references .to drama 
criticism and critics, etc., is clumsy 
and false. In general, the piay’s 
theme seems heavy and the dialog 
fairly trite. 

Leo Kerz has done a nice job in 
panreeins a drab “ Bow ae = 
peeling paper an a paint- 
work, and his lighting is highly 
effective. The large cast performs 
seegeetely, but only the Misses Le 
Gallienne, Burke and Merkel are 
able to void stock characterizations. 

Incidentally, “Mocking Bird” has 
been adapted from a British play, 
which was presented 
for a brief run in London during 
the spring of 1956 by John Wild- 
berg and Harold French. Guy. 


Starward Ark 
Washington, Dec. 26. 
Eddie Dowling presentation of two-act 
comedy-melodrama b ll Sweeney. 
Direction, Dowling i 


y F. 
; setting and lighting, 
Ralph Alswang; costumes, Ballou; special 


magical effects, Harry Blackstone. 

Dec. 26, ’58, at the Shubert Theatre, 
Washington; $4.40 top. 
Barker 





Secon Dorn- 
Berengaria 10th .. .. Freddi Chandler 
+. weer Greta Thyssen 
MED DUR 2. covccvcsovvcd Seth Riges 
PPE MEE cov codeceesowes Nina Varela 
REGGE DOOD. Kccces secctacat< Nat Burns 





“Starward Ark,” a play about 
life in a rocket ship headed for the 
planet Pollux, is out of this world 
in more ways than that. It'll stay 
that way. 

The most to be said for this T. 
Bell Sweeney play, presented and 
directed by Eddie Dowling, is that 


incon-| it’s ahead of its time. An attempt 


at farce and also comedy and meio- 
drama, it is a threeway strikeout. 
despite the evident knowledge and 
imagination of the dialog. 

Among the presumably ae weed 
scientific developments luded 
in the show are the non-fatal freez- 
ing of humans for 90 years, and 
loss of gravity that sends players 
sailing through the air. The story 
is about four p cally perfect 
couples sent to populate a fictitious 


new p ; 

Since the populating is to be by 
the traditional manner, the play 
tends to be crude, if not vulgar, so 
the subject is changed.to many 
things, not always sensibly. One 
burst of dialog is even in the Ger- 
man language. Also in the rocket 
ship with the partially dressed 
lookers and their procreative part- 
ners are severa! super-brains (who 
supply the comedy) and a notorious 


evil political forces), 


or 
the four sex queens 

little chiff~ here and le 
Dowling it with unusual 
touches of fantasy, incl the 
use of Blackstone and his 

of as the curtain rises 


Carp. 
(Closed last Saturday (27) af- 
ter three performances of a sched- 
uled four-week tryout tour.) 








William Inge has a one-act 
drama, “The Mall,” in the january 
issue of Esquire mag. 
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First Use of Stereotape 
‘Backgrounds Fla. Preem 
Of Braggiotti’s Ballet 


PalmBeach, Dec. 26. 

A new full-length American bal- 
let.is necessarily a theatrical event, 
but “The Princess” is even more of 
an event because it was produced 
and staged by a new ballet com- 
pany outside New York City. It 
marks the debut as a ballet entre- 
peneur of J. Hale, former 


’ 
The Princess 
Frank J. Hale and Paul Crabtree pres- 
entation @ three-act (seven scenes) ballet 
sed UPSD a libretto by Jo Anna. Stars 
e oh ig Michael Maule, Jo Anna, 
h i Rune eee Ted 
choreography, Jo 3 ° 
umes, Doba Faye Sokol; 
sets, James M. Riley; recorded music by 
Pro Arte Symphony Orchestra of London 
conducted by Mario Braggiotti. a 
Dee, 26, 58, at Royal Ponc Playhouse; 
$3.50 top ($25 benefit opening). 

















vaudeville dancer who now heads 
National Yeast Co. and who in- 
vested a reported $75,000 to make 
“The Princess” possible. 

Staged in Hale’s newly-completed 
$1,500,000 Royal Ponciana Play- 
house, a jewel box of a theatre, the 
ballet seems destined for popular- 
ity as a Christmas novelty com- 
parable to the N.Y. City Center 
Ballet’s “Nutcracker Suite.” 

Although “The Princess,” as a 
ballet, is by no means another 
“Nutcracker Suite” either in music 
or choreography, Braggiotti’s me- 
lodie score has charm and emotion 
while Jo Ann’s libretto holds the 
interest of the audience almost con- 
tinually. Fine performances by 
Violette Verdy, Michael Maule and 
Jo Anna contribute to the ballet’s 
success and the performance of a 
Palm Beach child prodigy, nine- 


‘al year-old Claudia Cravey, stops the 


show. She has all the presence of 
an experienced performer and 
gives promise of a great future. 

Unfortunately, “The Princess” 
forces Jo Anna, the librettist, to 
give too great a task to Jo Anna, 
the choreographer, and the result 
is the introduction of scenes that 
are pantomimed rather than danced 
and an occasional recorded narra- 
tive chorus is entirely misused. 
However, all of Miss Verdy’s mo- 
ments on the stage are brilliantly 
choreographed and Miss Cravey 
shares in this good fortune. Renata 
ae bird solo is also a high 
spot. 

Braggiotti’s music is a treasury 
of potential pular song hits. 
“The Princess” achieves another 
first in its use of recorded stereo- 
phonic tape for the musical accom- 
paniment. Because no symphony 
orchestra was available in the Palm 


Vv 
for the production, | Hurok 


Inside Stufl—Legit 
Scott Kirkpatrick, manager of the National Theatre, Washington, 
has reiterated his claim that the house is the oldest in the U.S. used 


only for the presentation of entertainment H.e claims that the Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, although concededly older, has been used at times 


as an office building and garage. 


As for the Dock Street Theatre, 


Charlesten, believed to be the oldest theatre in the country, it is @ 
restoration job, done with Rockefeller money, Kirkpatrick asserts, 

The National, which opened Dec. 7, 1835, with “The Man of the 
World,” has been closed twice and burned down once (pending recon- 
struction on the same site, a temporary hall was used for legit presen- 
tations. It has occasionally played films. 





William Hofmann, who designed the sets for the off-Broadway pro- 
duction of “The Failures,” did so in his spare time as an army draft- 
ee. He’s a P.F.C. stationed at Governor’s Island, N.Y. 

Hofmann will be making his bow as a stage designer with the David 
Ross-Lore Noto production, which opened last Monday (29) at the 4th 
Street Theatre, N.Y. He has done book illustrations and poster and ad- 


vertising artwork for several films. 





The Niagara Melody Fair, North Tonawanda, N.Y., is selling season 
tickets and gift certificates for mext summer’s presentations as de- 
layed Christmas gifts. A colorful mailing niece sent out by the tent 
operation includes a return, postage-paid ticket order envelope. The 
1959 season is skedded to get underway June 9. 





Shows on 


Shakespeare's Ages 
of Man 
Jerry Leider presentation (in associa- 
tion with Tennent oductions Ltd.) of 
John in a one-man reading based 
on George Rylands’ eseapeere Anthol- 


peed Bret Adams é& Seniord Leigh. 
ui ms > 

Bpened Bee 28, ‘58, at the 46th st. 
tre, N.Y.; $5.75 to 





Shakespeare is having a field day 
on Broadway. Britain’s Oid Vic is 

resenting a repertory of “Twelfth 

ight,” “Henry V” and “Hamlet,” 
and now John Gielguca is running 
the gamut from Romeo to King 
Lear in his one-man show, which 
began a scheduled four-week stand 
last Sunday (28) at the 46th Street 
Theatre. 

Gielgud has arrived on Broadwa 
after a 13-week Canadian-U.S. 
tour, comprised essentially of one- 
night college and university stands, 
and the concert-styled presenta- 
tion is better suited for student 
trade than the commercial Main 
Stem market. Gielgud’s artistry in 
depicting a wide range of Shake- 
spearean characters is compeftiing, 
but he’s still giving a reading and 
as such the entertainment value is 
limited. 

The first segment of the three- 

art presentation, based on George 
ylands’ Shakespeare Anthology, 
is the least effective. It deals with 
youth, while the second phase in- 
volves manhood and the third old 
age. Gielgud is excellent as Rich- 
ard II and King Lear and his essay- 
ing of Hamlet's graveyard solilo- 
quy and Romeo's death scene are 
also stimulating. 

The British actor, dressed in a 
tuxedo, employs only a table and 
book for props. His performance 
is not confined solely to character 
delineation, but also includes sev- 
eral of Shakespeare’s sonnets. The 
poetry is pretty, the character por- 
trayals vivid and the selected play 
excerpts tasteful. 

There was considerable cough- 
ing at the opening night perform- 
ance, which could be interpreted 
as restlessness on the part of some 
of the audience. However, all was 
quiet during,the more moving and 
exciting portions of the program. 

ess. 


Beach area Hurok) presentation ef Old vie Se re- 
Sunien conteaans La. ag an Shakespeare. Direction, Michael Benthall: 
Pro Arte Symphony Orchestra. The | beckerount Smnusic,. Prederisk Marshall; 
tapes were t flown to Palm | Rusest Grector. Arthur quiet. Opened 


Beach and reproduced in the Play- 


house on specially designed stereo- | Narrator 


phonic equipment. The experiment 
seemed entirely successful and may 
mark the beginning of a new trend 
in dance production. 

“The Princess” is a fine begin- 
ning for a new ballet company and, 
with polishing, may well Goomse a 

rmanent of the American 
Het repertoire as a Christmas 
kiddie matinee nae 

tn. 


Dec. 25, ‘56, a 
S$ top. 
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NED ARMSTRONG 


recaps the state of the nation 
in an illumiacting story 
ca 
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Broadway 


way may be for audiences. who 
want to eatch up with an infre- 
quently-produced work (although 
a sizable public presumably saw 
the Laurence Olivier film version 
of several years ago). . 

As presented here, “Henry V” is 
in three distinct and uneven Pa. 
The first portion, up to nearly the 
first intermission, is a talky exposi- 
tion, largely involving English his- 
tory, with a brief and quently 
irrelevant appearance of Katherine, 
the French princess. 

The second section includes the 
dramatic war scenes as the almost 
saintly Henry upsets the dope by 
beating the overconfident French 
army, and the brief final scene, 
almost as an afterthought, switches 
mood for the romantic comedy 
meeting of the victorious King 
Harry and the demure French prin- 
cess. 

The Old Vic’s production, as 
with “Twelfth Night” and “Ham- 
let,” is unusually light, obviously 
suiting the budget to the touring 
cireumstances. In this instance, 
there are a few set pieces at the 
sides to suggest battlements, and a 
slightly variable center piece low- 
ered from the flies. The lighting 
and costumes add immeasurably to 
the atmosphere. 

Laurence Harvey, playing his 
only od in the repertory, is a 
plausible and impressive Henry V, 
wae the strength, humility 
and gentleness of the character, as 
well as the pride and confidence of 
a monarch. Oliver Neville is prop- 
erly forthright as the fierce Duke 
of Exeter, Judi Dench is amusing 
and appealing in the small but at- 
tractive role of Katherine, and 
there are effective supporting per- 
formances by Joseph O’Conor as 
the Narrate (billed as Chorus), 
Ric Wordworth as P 
James Culliford and Job Stewart 
as Bardolph and Nym, Margaret 
Courtenay — as Mistress 
Quickly and the French Q 
David Dodimead as the King o' 
France and Peter Cellier as the 


Dauphin. 
Michael Benthall has 
with decor and costumes by A’ 


das and the custo 
ann bridges by Frederick 
Incidentally, the “Henry y” 


.| opening was marred by the same 


lack of co-ordipation between 
house manager and stage manager 
as occurred at the preems of both 
“Twelfth Night” and “Hamlet.” 
Again, a preliminary salvo of 
trumpet calls tended to hurry late- 





art comers to their seats, but 
Dake oe Laveines ovine | house lights were blacked” = 
Arch tase abruptly and curtain was raised, 
Bishop of Ely ............. Robert Al — — peteens in the aisles 
Aiea grop — 

fardeiph Jame Caiteré | dark. The mishandled curtains 
Pistol JL! Richaré Wordsworth | Were repeated, only with more dis- 
— Quickly. rapret ae ruptive results because of the lack 
Katherine Guat Deneck | Of preliminary trumpet calls, after 
Her Attendant “= "5. Jane * both interniissions. Hobe. 
D ee Ry ee Peter Cellier 
Tag Pe ona eng (Jerry Whyte Dickering 
RRS David “Garaner| ‘SUMMmer Night’ for B’way 
Duke of Gloucester....Thomas Johnston |, Jerome Whyte, who returned 
Dui of Bedford . oats rel Culver last week from a quick trip to 
English Soldiers Peter Hodgson. Y|England to make prel 

2 Culliford, Geral Harper preparations for a West End pro- 
Earl of Warwick......_ 8 Harris duction of “The Flower Drum 
French Soldie reese Crispian Woedgate Song,” is negotiating for the US. 


actives yi Lovell 

x peenes,, . --Marguess Courtenay 

Bergundy.... . oss Ackland 

ot : Simon Fraser, Timothy Harlow, 

James ‘ Butt, Jennie Goosens, 
Ursula Jenkins. 


For the third and final produe- 
tion of its five-week repertory en- 
sacement at the Broadway Theatre, 
the Old Vic Co. offered last Thurs- 
day night (25) an excellent revival 
of “Henry V.” This is not one of 
Shakespeare’s better plays, how- 

ially for U.S. presenta- 
pm 


ever, 
tion, its chfef draw on Broad- 








rights to “Hot Summer N - 
ee Willis drama choc oie 
prejudice, current! 

— London. eid >: 

hyte, besides servi 

duction aide on “Flower Deum? 
has been looking around for a show 
to present on his own, either on 
Broadway or in London. Emiie 
Littler, producer of “Hot Summer 
are London, would presum- 
ably Partnered in a N 

edition of the play. — 
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PARTY AGENTS 


Once a Key City With 5 Theatres 
Hub Now Having Lean Legit Times 





By GUY LIVINGSTON 


Boston, Dec. 30. 

What's happened to legit in Bos- 
ton? Once a city with five active 
legit houses, it has shrunk to three, 
the Colonial, Wilbur and Shubert. 
But the town was still going strong 
last season and opened promising- 
ly this season with all three houses 
lighted. 

However, the bottom suddenly 
fell out last month with no book- 
ings. For the first time in the 
memory of local managers there 
will be only one show on the 
boards for New Year’s Eve patrons, 
the tryout of “Listen to the Mock- 
ing Bird,” which opened Satur- 
day (27) at the Colonial for two 
weeks. 

The Wilbur has been dark for| 
eight weeks. The Colonial had been | 
dark for two weeks, and the 
Shubert since the Thanksgiving 
night exit of “Flower Drum Song.” 

The prospect for 1959 is spotty. 
The Old Vic is booked for the 
Shubert for week of Jan. 12, and 
new musical tryout, “Juno,” is 
skedded for three weeks beginning 
Feb. 3. The Colonial also has book- 
ings, but the Wilbur, which was 
given up by the Shuberts two sea- 
sons back and operated by Mike 
Kavanagh successfully last year, 
is understood to be available for 
sale or lease. The house has no 
bookings scheduled. 

There were reports that several 
etock company groups were nego- 
tiating for the Wilbur, both from 
the Hub area and New York. In 





the meantime, local repertory cony 
panies are springing up. One 
group, the Charles Playhouse, is 
operating in a 300-seat reconverted 
night club near the Shubert Thea- | 
tre, has already presented “Iceman 
Cometh” and opened “Hotel Para- 
diso” last night (Mon.). 

Egghead operations are also be- 
ing formulated by several groups, 
such as the Cambridge Drama Festi- 
val, which centered its efforts in 
Harvard’s Sanders Theatre, but is 
moving into a tent for next sum-| 
mer for a series of artistic presen- | 
tations. 

In the meantime however, legit 
offerings on their way to Broad- 
way seem to be by-passing Boston. 
Hub has received fewer tryouts 
this season than ever. Other cit- 
jes, such as Washington and Phila- 
delphia, are getting preference. 


M-G Deal for Fleecing’ 
Calls for $70,000 Down, 
With $250,000 Ceiling 


The pre-production sale of “The 
Golden Fleecing” film rights to 
Metro involves a $70,000 down pay- 
ment and another $70,000 when 
the Lorenzo Semple Jr. play opens. 
On the basis of the regular 60-40 
split between the author and pro- 
duction that will give the latter 
$50,400, after deductior of 10% 
commissions, as its share of the 
basic film revenue. 

If the Courtney  Burr-Elliot 
Nugent play continues on Broad- 
way for eight weeks, the film com- 
Pany will then pay an additional 
amount equal to 10% of the show’s 
Main Stem gross for that period. 
The ceiling on the entire deal is 
$250,000. The production is also 
to share in 10% of the profits on 
film. 

Hal March has been set for the 
lead role in the production, which 
is scheduled to begin a tryout tour 
Jan. 28 in Atlantic City. 


Pitlochry Fest Troupe 
Set for Canadian Tour 


Ottawa, Dec. 30. 
The Pitlochry- Festival Theatre 
Co. will tour Canada next fall. Ken- 
neth Ireland, artistic director of 
the Scot company, was in Toronto 
recently to make arrangements. 
The group’s repertory will likely 
include Oscar Wilde’s “The Ideal 
Husband,” James Bridie’s “The 
Switchback” and a new play. 


| 











Wrong Spouse-Casting 

Music Corp. of America veep 
Freddie Fields was incorrectly 
identified as Gisele MacKen- 
zie’s husband in last week's 
Variety story concerning the 
singer’s withdrawal, because of 
pregnancy from her costarring 
stint in the upcoming Broad- 
way production of “First Im- 
pressions.” Miss MacKenzie’s 
husband is Bob Shuttleworth, 
her manager, 

Fields is the husband of Pol- 
ly Bergen, who’s been signed 
to replace Miss MacKenzie in 
musical verston of Jane Aus- 
ten’s “Pride and Prejudice.” 


Try Mail Boost 








For ‘Goldy, ‘Angel’ 


Direct mail promotion for 
Broadway shows is getting increas- 
ing play from producers in an at- 
tempt to bolster declining busi- 
ness. In recent weeks, “Goldi- 
locks” and “Look Homeward, 
Angel” have sent out separate form 
letters with the same basic pitch 
for patronage. 

: The angle used by both produc- 
tions was that tickets were being 
withheld from. normal channels for 
a limited period so that the man- 
agements could give top priority to 
mail order requests. In the case of 
“Goldilocks,” the move was ob- 
viously made to offset the recent 


‘end of the show’s heavy advance 


sale. 


Business for the musical, pro- 
duced by Robert Whitehead, has 
dropped drastically in the past two 
weeks from a virtual sellout pace 
stemming primarily from a hefty 
pre-opening mail order sale and 
theatre party bookings. The de- 
cline for the Don Ameche and 


(Continued on page 48) 
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PRODUCERS RAP 
EW ON TV SHOWS 


y JESSE GROSS 


Theatre party agents took a ver- 
bal beating last week in a series of 
legit-slanted programs on WNTA- 
TV.. Vituperative comments were 
aired over the New Jersey station 
by individuals connected with the 
Broadway and off-Broadway the- 
atre. ~~ 

The agents were taken over the 
coals during discussion sessions on 
David Susskind’s “Open End” stan- 
za Dec. 23 and a special off-Broad- 
way program last Friday (26), also 
emceed by Susskind. The theatre 
party angle didn’t come into play 
on a third program Thursday (25) 
devoted solely to downtown New 
York’s Phoenix Theatre. 

The spread of shows provided 
much-needed publicity for a num- 
ber of producticns in view of the 
New York newspaper blackout. The 
off-Broadway session, which ran 
from midnight until 2 a.m., com- 
bined conversation and promotion 
through the spotlighting of scenes 
and performers from various off- 
Broadway shows. A poster covering 
a number of productions was prom- 

(Continued on page 48) 


DINERS CLUB SERVICE 
EXTENDING T0 LEGIT 


The Diners Club, already offer- 
ing charge-it service for selected 
films, is extending its coverage to 
legit. The theatre service, to be 
expanded to Broadway, is being 
launched with an_ out-of-town 
break-in at the new 43d Street 
Theatre, Philadelphia. 

The Philly house, set up along) 
the lines of an off-Broadway oper- 
ation, gets underway Jan. 12 with 
a fortnight’s booking of “Potting 
Shed.” Diners Club members will 
be permitted to sign for tickets in 
lieu of direct payment. The Club’s 
ticket purchase plan also covers 
mail orders, 

The “Shed” production, inci- 
dentally, will also be presented 
Sundays by the Broadway Chapel 
Players at the Broadway Congre- 
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Flurry of Folds Bops B way, Road; 


2 Flops in NY., 


6 Closings On Tour 








gational Church, N.Y. 











Trollop Waivers 
Washington, Dec. 30. 

The Opera Society of Wash- 
ington has met a major prob- 
lem head-on in casting “The 
Rake’s Progress.” 

The Igor Stravinsky work 
calls for a chorus of trollops 
and “roaring boys.” 

Explained the local opera 
group’s conductor, Paul Calla- 
way: “We are asking the ladies 
to sign releases stating that 
they will not object to being so 
described in the program. The 
‘roaring boys’ are no problem. 
I can get them dime a dozen.” 

The opera will be performed 
here Feb. 12, 13 and 15. 


Tandy-Cronyn In 


Triple’ on B way 

“Triple Play,” tue bill cf one- 
acters in which Jessica Tandy and 
Hume Cronyn costarred on the 
strawhat circuit last summer, will 
be brought to Broadway in the 
spring by the Theatre Guild, in 
partnership with Dore Schary. The 
production is slated to go into re- 
hearsal Feb. 9, play tuneup stands 
March 2-7 at the Royal Poinciana 
Playhouse, Palm Beach, and March 
9-21 at the Cocoanut Grove Thea- 
tre, Miami, opening in New York 
the week of March 30 for a limited 
engagement at an _ unspecified 
house. 

There will be one major change 
in the bill, the replacement of Benn 
Levy drama, “The Island of Cipan- 
go,” by a playlet to be selected. 
The rest of the show, consisting of 
Sean O’Casey’s “Bedtime Story” 
and “Pound on Demand,” and the 
Anton Chekov monolog, “On the 
Harmfulness of Tobacco,” will be 
retained. Cronyn will direct, as he 
did the strawhat version. 

The managements of the Palm 


(Continued on page 48) 
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Baylis. 


Broadway and the road are hav- 
ing a rash of closings. There was 
one Main Stem fold last Saturday 
(27) and another is scheduled for 
next Saturday (3). Two other shows 
will exit Broadway later this 
month for hinterland treks. The 
road, which had a tryout casualty 
last Saturday, loses four more en- 
tries at the end of this week and 
another next Tuesday (6). 

The out-of-town closings, partic- 
ularly the upcoming collapse of 
two regular touring productions, 
“Sunrise at Campobello” and the 
New York company of “Li'l Ab- 
ner,” continues to accentuate the 
drastic decline in road activity. 
“Sunrise,” which has been touring 
since last October with Leif Erick- 
son as star, will call it quits next 
Tuesday in Toledo, while “Abner,” 
which went on the road last No- 
vember, following a Las Vegas ni- 
tery stand, wraps up next Satur- 
day in Toronto. ; 

The estimated loss on the road 
company of “Sunrise,” financed by 
the Theatre Guild and Dore 
Schary from profits on the current 
Broadway production of Schary’'s 
play will be nearly $150,000. That's 
based on heavy out-of-town operat- 
ing losses, plus production costs, 
which totalled $68,807 in a Nov. 
1 accounting. The washout cf “Ab- 
ner,” produced by Norman Pana- 
ma, Melvin Frank and Michael 
Kidd, isn’t figured as costly, since 
it ran fewer weeks and didn't in- 
volve establishing a second com- 
pany. 

“Romanoff and Juliet,” starring 
Peter Ustinov, also closes next Sat- 
urday in Chicago. But, that’s due 
to a contractual commitment with 
Ustinov and does not reflect poor 
business. The David Merrick pro- 
tuction has been one of the strong- 
er post-Broadway straight plays to 
tour this season and has earned 
a substantial profit on an $80,000 
investment. 

Last Saturday's tryout fold was 
Eddie Dowling’s production of T. 
Bell Sweeney's “Starward Ark.” 
The play, capitalized at $75,000, 
with provision for 20° overcall, 
closed after three performances at 
the Shubert Theatre, Washington. 
Another tryout that’s capsizing 

(Continued on page 52) 


Dillon’ Reopens Jan. 12 
At $3.60 Top & LIGN 
Is on Interim Booking 


“Epitaph for George Dillon” will 
reopen Jan. 12 at Henry Miller's 
Theatre, N.Y., with the lowest scale 
on Broadway. Tickets for matinee 
and evening performances wiil run 
from $2.30 to a $3.60 top. The 
weekly break-even is figured at 
$11,000 and the poiential capacity 


gross at the 946-seater will be 
$20,000. 

The John Osborne-Anthony 
Creighton play has been booked 


into the theatre on an interim basis 
through Feb. 21. It has to vacate 
the house at that time to make 
way for the incoming “Look After 
Lulu,” the Noel Coward play, 
which the Playwrights Co. is pro- 
ducing with Lance Hamilton and 
Charles Russell. 

Norman Twain and Bernard Mil- 
ler, who acquired the rights to the 
drama after its recent three-week 

(Continued on page 48) 


Shirl Conway Set For 
Australian ‘Mame’ Tour 


Shirl Conway, who p‘ayed the 
title role in “Auntie Mame” on the 
tent circuit last summer, will re- 
peat the assignment in Australia. 
A six-month tour is scheduled to 
start in mid-February at the Prin- 
cess Theatre, Melbourne. The 
actress will leave the U.S. next 
Monday (5). 

The Australian edition of the 
Jerome Lawrence-Robert E, Lee 
adaptation of the Patrick Dennis 
novel will be produced by Garnet 
Carroll and directed by Eddie 
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Mull Keeping Phone Service 





Info and Reservation Setup Made 300 Sales For 
$2,000 in 6 Days of Press Strike 


-— 





The telephone information nd 
reservation service established jast 
week by a group of 13 off-Broad- 
way theatres as a promotion meas- 
ure during the publication shut- 
down of New York’s major dailies 
resulted in around 3,000 calls as of 
last Sunday night (28). The service 
was started the previous Tuesday 
afternoon (23), 


Around 300 sales were made for 
one or more tickets, with the total 
revenue hitting about $2,000. Rep- 
resentatives of the 13 theatres were 
Slated to meet yesterday afternon 
(Tues.) to discuss their ad-publicity 
situation now that the newspapers 
are back on the stands. The group 
is involved in certain month-long 
deals, which started last week and 
for which they've already allotted 
coin. 

It’s understood that among the 
matters to be discussed was a sug- 
gestion that ticket deliveries be 
tied in with the telephone service, 
at a small extra charge. 


Off-B’way Betters B’way 
In Recommendations Of 
Modern Language Group 


Off-Broadway shows 
bered Broadway entries five-to- 
four in a list of productions “highly 
recommended”. by the Modern 
Language Assn. to some 5,000 col- 
lege teachers attending the organ- 
ization’s annual conclave at the 
Statler-Hilton Hotel, N.Y., last 
Friday-Monday (26-29). In a see- 
ondary list of just “recommended” 
shows, the count was four on 
Broadway and two off-Broadway. 

The “highly recommended” 
shows on Broadway included 
“Touch of the Poet,” “Two for the 
Seesaw,” “West Side Story” ard 
“J.B.” The off-Broadway entries in 
that category included “Ivanov,” 
“Quare Fellow,” “Crucible,” “Salad 
Days” and “Power and the Glory.” 
Omitted from the former list was 
last year’s Pulitzer Prize-winner, 
“Look Homeward, Angel.” 

The “recommended” Broadway 
shows included “Disenchanted,” 
Old Vic's “Twelfth Night,” and 
“Cold Wind and the Warm” and 
“Shadew of a Gunman.” The off- 
Broadway selections included “ 'Tis 
a Pity She’s a Whore” and 
“Heloise.” The MLA group in- 





cludes instructors in all languages. 








A Party With Betty 
Comden and 
Adol Greer . 

(JOHN GOLDEN THEATRE, N.Y.) 

This enjoyable little show was 
first presented Nov. 10 as one of 
a number prey: 4 night — 
tainments at the Cherry 
atre, in a side street in Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., and was reviewed by 
Gros. (Mike Gross) in a feature- 
news piece on Page 2 in the Nov. 
12 issue of Variety. There’s little 
to be added to that coverage, ex- 
cept that the show has been re- 
titled, as above, and is being pre- 
sented by the Theatre Guild for a 
scheduled three-week run. 

The original idea, when Gus 
Schrimer Jr. first presented the 
Comden-Green team off-Broadway 
was for jus! two Monday nights, 
but that was later extended and in 
view of the show’s Broadway click 
it’s a cinch for an extended en- 
gagement, whatever tv guest dates 
the two ee a a 
care to accept, a c 
record album, plenty of cabaret 
offers and perhaps some sort of 
tour. 

Such a captivating entertain- 
ment, with two such engaging per- 
formers, is so rare as to be - 
ly unique obviously too potent to 
be lim ed to this off-the-cuff pres- 
entation. Hobe. 


African Star In London 
— oe. 
rdine Grunewald, one e 
in aie of the South African 
stage, is spending the Christmas 
holidays in London. 
She's. visiting her sister, Skattie 
Boulting. wife of British film pro- 
ducer Roy Boulttng. 





Cliburn’s Big B.0. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 30. 
Although not scheduled until, 
Feb. 8, the Van Cliburn appearance | 
with the Minneapolis Symphony | 
orchestra at a special concert not | 
included among the season's series | 
has gone clean. 
Season ticket holders and guar- 
antor had first crack at the tickets 
and all of them bought, taking 
a good slice of the available 4,600 
seats, before mail orders. 


‘Dillon’ Reopens 


=e Continued from page 47 Goa 


run at the Golden Theatre, N.Y., 
had originally scheduled it for an 
interim booking at the 54th Street 
Theatre. The opening there was 
delayed because of the newspaper 
tie-up, which ended last weekend. 
The producers decided on the 
switch’ to Miller’s because more 
time is available there. 

At the 54th Street, “Epitaph” 
would have had to relinquish the 
premises to “Legend of Lizzie,” 
which was originally scheduled to 
open there Jan. 26, but has since 
postponed its preem date to Feb. 
9. The Hartney Arthur-Nat Stevens 
production of Reginald Lawrence's 
play will open the 54th Street 
without an out-of-town tryout. 

Eileen Herlie and Robert Stev- 
ens, who costarred in “Epitaph” at 
the Golden under the production 
auspices of David Merrick and 
Joshua Logan, will repeat their 
roles in the Twain-Miller offering. 


Tandy-Cronyn 


= Continued from page 47 =e 


Beach and Miami theatres will be 
responsible for the physical pro- 
duction, which will be built in the 
union shop at the former house. 
Because of that, the project is be- 
ing financed for only $56,000. 
Cronyn and the Florida manage- 
ments will share in the prospective 
profits of the venture. 


The Cronyns costarred on Bi oad- 
way earlier this season in “The 
Man in the Dog Suit,” under the 
management of the Producers The- 
atre. They could tour this next 
spring and summer in “Triple 
Play,” but preferred to make an- 
other Broadway appearance this 
season and then, presumably, tour 
the show next fall. 


The couple just completed -a 
taped tv production of “Moon and 
Sixpence,” top-starring Laurence 
Olivier, and left yesterday (Tues.) 
for a vacation on their island in 
the British West Indies before 
starting rehearsals for “Triple 
Piay.” 



































_ Try Mail Boost 


=e Continued from page 47 seme 


Elaine Stritch costarrer is regarded 
as. ominous since the show is only 
in its 12th week at the Lunt-Fon- 
tanne Theatre, NY. 

“Angel,” produced by Kermit 
Bloomgarden and Theatre 200, 
Inc., isn’t in as tough a spot. The 
drama, which is in the black, has 
already racked up 56 weeks at the 
Barrymore Theatre, N.Y. Business 
has been given « slight boost in 
recent weeks with the inception of 
twofers. 





Playwright-Producer 


Dore Schary 


whe has lived through the labor 
_ pains of at least one Broadway 
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Robert Short Becomes 


Lester Short as Actor |. 
Dallas, Dec. 30. 4 


Robert Short, juvenile at the 
Marge Jones Theatre here, has 
adopted his father’s name, Lester 
Short, for professional use. The 
change was ‘made in compliance 
with the Actors Equity rule pro- 
hibiting duplication of names 
among its members. 

The union notified the actor that 
the name Bobby Short is already 
registered by a New York member. 


Merrick Doi 

+ 9 e a 
ypsy in Spring, 
Besides ‘Destry 

David Merrick, who’s about to 
put his production of “Destry 
Rides Again” into rehearsal, is also 
going ahead this season with the 
presentation of the Ethel Merman 
starrer, “Gypsy,” to be done in 
partnership with Leland Hayward. 
Both shows will be full-scale musi- 
cals, 

Although “Destry” had already 
been set for production during the 
spring, it had been figured that 
“Gypsy” would probably be de- 
ferred until autumn. It’s still pos- 
sible that the latter musical may 
not reach Broadway until fall, as 
there’s talk of a ‘late-spring tryout 
in the east and then a summer run 
on the Coast, under Edwin Lester’s 
Civic Light Opera subscription 
setup. 

“Destry” is being financed at 
$325,000, with provision for an as- 
yet unspecified overeall, probably 
10%. Theatre parties are cur- 
rently being lined up for the show, 
which will likely go into the Im- 
perial, N. Y., where Merrick’s pro- 
duction of “Jamaica” is currently 
on twofers in its 55th week. 
There’s little chance of “Jamaica” 
going on tour, as Lena Horne’s 
contract as femme star doesn’t re- 
quire her to go on the road and she 
reportedly prefers to remain in 
New York. 

Andy Griffith will star in “Des- 
try.” with Michael Kidd as director 
and choreographer and Oliver 
Smith designing the scenery. The 
musical, based on Max Brand's 
story (already done as a film, with 
James Stewart and Marlene Die- 
trich as stars), will have songs by 
Harold Rome and book by Leonard 
Gershe. 

“Gypsy,” based on Gypsy Rose 
Lee’s book about her mother, 
“Gypsy, a Memoir,” will be adapted 
by Arthur Laurents, with music by 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim. Jerome Robbins will 
Gouble as director and choreogra- 
pner. The financial setup for the 
Show hasn't yet been worked out. 

In preparation for the start of 
rehearsals, Miss Merman has come 
to New York from her home in 
Denver, accompanied by her hus- 
band, airline executive Robert Six, 
and her two children. 

The opening of the two new mu- 
sicals will bring to six the number 
of new shows Merrick will have 
presented on Broadway this sea- 
son. His previows’ entries have 
been the current “La Plume de Ma 
Tante,” done in partnership with 
Jack Hylton and Joseph Kipness; 
“The World of Suzie Wong,” with 
Joshua Logan, and the since-closed 
“Epitaph for George Dillon,” also 
with Logan, and “Maria Golovin,” 
with NBC, 

His holdover “Jamaica” and the 
touring “Romanoff and Juliet” and 
“Look Back in Anger” opened last 
season; as did the limited-engage- 
ment “Entertainer.” 








Tennent Now By-Passes 


Chorus Casting Agents | 


London, Dec. 30. 

H. M. Tennent Ltd. has discon- 
tinued casting chorus performers 
through agents. Artists must hence- 
forth apply direct to Honor Blair, 
of the Tennent organization. 

Miss Blair, who has represented 
the chorus on Equity for some 
years, has fought for a long time 
for the revised arrangements. She 
is convinced that some agents are 
now handling chorus performers 
simply because their upped sal- 
aries now make them profitable 
clients. She believes, however, that 
the agents have no real interest in 
or kmowledge of chorus capabili- 
ties. . 

















inently spotlighted and there were 
frequent references to the tmmpber 
of a telephone reservation and in- 
formation service. The time, in- 
cidentally, was donated ‘by the sta- 
on. 
. Particiating in the discussion 
segment of the program with Suss- 
kind were producer-directors Car- 
men Capalbo, Jose Quintero and 
Gus Schirmer Jr., and playwright 
Arthur Laurent: Capalbo and 
Quintero have also becn active on 
Broadway in the duai capacity of 
producer-director, wnJc Laurents, 
currently represented o\-Proadway 
by the production of “Time of the 
Cuckoo,” authored the book for 
“West Side Story” and has had 
several other works on Broadway. 

On this show it was Capalbo and 
Quintero who were particularly 
vehement about the party agents. 
Hitting out at the seven major 
agents, without mentioning names, 
Capalbo was bitter in his estima- 
tion of their ability to judge a play. 
He also blamed the party agents 
for adding to the difficulty of get- 
ting a play into production. 

Capalbo used the term “kookie 
birds” in referring to the agents, 
while Quintero called them “har- 
pies” in asserting that they decide 
which shows get produced. Suss- 
kind, whose production of “Rasho- 
mon” is scheduled to open on 
Broadway soon. was also in the 
anti-agents corn2r, indicating they 
hadn’t reacted too favorably to the 
Fay and Michaei Kanin adaptation 
on the premise that it was arty, 
which, he stated, is what he wants 
it to be. However, he referred to 
them as “ladies.” 

Capalbo, incidentally, also has a 
play, William Marchant’s “Faster, 
Faster,” which he’s planning for 
Broadway production, and the in- 
ference seemed to be that it has 
few party bookings. Laurents, who 
had some scornful remarks to make 
about Broadway, took the agents’ 
side from the economic standpoint 
of the theatre party b.o. cushion. 
His attitude was summed up in the 
form of a question to the others. 
“Wouldn't you like to open with 
parties?” 

In rapping Broadway, Laurents 
revealed that he hated the original 
Main Stem production of “Cuckoo,” 
explaining that the show’s star 
wouldn't take direction, but that 
he didn’t blame her, since she was 
working with an inept director. 
(The show's star was Shirley Booth 
and the director was Harold Clur- 
man.—Ed.) 

Laurents’ opinion of the critics 
was refiected in his coment that 
they don’t know what constitutes a 
good performance and are unable 
to distinguish separate facets of a 
production. There was a general 
feeling that most of the firststring- 
ers were tending to by-pass off- 
Broadway this season. Schirmer, ad- 
mitting that his production of “Di- 
versions” has not received unani- 
mous critical approval, declared 
that he would have preferred to 
have entire firststring coverage, 
which the show did not get. 

The party agents were also at- 
tacked by Broadway producer Jule 
Styne on the “Open End” stanza 
with the assertation that they con- 
trol legit and that there are only 
about three who know anything 
about the theatre. However, as was 
the case with the entire program, 
none of the topics discussed were 
delved into with much clarity. That 
could possibly have been the result 
of having too many people in the 
discussion group since there have 
been more effective “Open End” 
sessions with fewer guests. 

The program also marked the 
first time the proceedings got un- 
derway at 10:30 p.m. The prior 
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Party Agents on The Pan 
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starting time had been a half-hour 
later. The show, which ran untit 
1 am, was sponsored by Susskind 
on behalf of his upcoming produc- 
tion of “Rashomon.” Susskind pur- 
chased two spots ‘two minutes 
each) at a cost of about $400-$500. 
Besides talking about the play, he 
mentioned and showed placards in- 
dicating the b.o. prices at the Mu- 
sic Box Theatre, N. Y., where the 
production is scheduled to open 
Jan. 27. 

(There were five special delivery 
letters the next day (Wed.) despite 
the late hour of the telecast. There 
were also about 250 telephone calls 
Wecnesday and on Friday (26) 
about 56 new mail orders at about 
$10 each and around 100 telephone 
calls.—Ed.) 

Guesting on the stanza, besides 
Styne, were Michael Benthall and 
Laurence Harvey, currently in New 
York with the Old Vic, as director 
and- cast member, respectively. 
Stager Robert Lewis and perform- 
ers Ben Gazzara and Patricia Neal 
were also on hand, and Betty Com- 
den and Adolph Green joined the 
group about 11:30 p.m., after open- 
ing in their own show at the Gald- 
en Theatre, N. Y. 

The Old Vic, permanent acting 
companies, British and American 
theatre audiences, off - Broadway, 
the need for actors to have some 
place where they can perform the 
classics, union problems, creative 
talent in America as opposed to 
Britain and the Method form of 
acting were among topics dis- 
cussed, 

(The function of theatre party 
agents seems to be widely misun- 
derstood in legit, even among 
those in the trade. Party agents 
are all independent operators with 
various degrees or shades of taste 
and judgment. They are alike, 
however, in their desire and ne- 
cessity of making money. 

(It is obviously to the self-in- 
terest of any party to arrange for 
as many theatre parties as possible 
for whatever shows that may. be 
acceptable. But’ every agent és 
limited by the willingness of bene- 
fit organizations to sponsor parties 
for any specific shows. In a similar 
way, the benefit organizations 
naturally favor shows for which 
tickets can be sold at charity-in- 
flated prices. 

(A smash musical comedy with 
major. stars will obviously. bring 
high benefit prices and realize 
sizable charity funds, while an 
“artistic” drama of little popular 
appeal and without boxoffice names 
may be virtually impossible to sell 
to charity patrons at inflated prices 
and in some cases could even 
incur a loss for the sponsoring 
group. 

(Benefit organizations are thus 
limited in the type and the appar- 
ent boxoffice strength of the shows 
they select for parties. The heads 
of these groups are not babes in 

woods, but well-informed 
people with ample connections, 
and they do intensive research 
about the shows they are offered 
or hear about on their own. 

(It is obvious, therefore, that 
party agents are not the villa 
of the situation, but merely middle- 
men who gladly arrange as many 
parties as possible, regardless of 
type of show or identity of pro- 
ducer.—Ed.) 


Audition Actor Studes 
On Little Theatre Jobs 


Chicago, Dec. 30. 

With the idea of obtaining em- 
ployment for actor students of col- 
leges and drama schools, the 
American Educational Theatre 
Assn. held auditions today for 100 
applicants. Producers and directors 
from 30 little theatres and commue 
nity groups were present as ob- 
servers, as was Broadway producer 
Irene M. Selznick. Auditioneers 
= given tay br each. The 

ons were held at the 

Street Theatre. ~— 

The AETA, holding its annual 
convention here with about 1,200 
attendance, elected as president 
John Wray Young, of the Shreve- 
port Little Theatre, succeeding Ed- 
ward C. Cole, of Yale Univ. dra- 
ma school Others named were 
Samuel Selden, of Caroling Play- 
makers, first vice president; Nore 
man Philbrick, of Stanford Univ., 
second v.p.; John A. Walker, of 
Michigan State, executive-secre- 





tary, arid Delmar E. Solem, of Mi- 
ami Univ., administrative v.p. . 
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Thanks to the — 


7 out of 7 critics 


who offered RAVES for — 
COMDEN and GREEN 


BROADWAY'S —, 
(NEWEST SMASH HIT! 
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‘ ‘hr 





with PETER HOWARD of the Piano 
As originally produced by J. J. G. 
Productions, under the personal 
supervision of GUS SCHIRMER, JR. 


Associate Producer for The Theatre Guild FRANK PERRY 


Produced by special arrange: 
ment, and in asso-iation with 


TOWN PRODUC’: ONS, INC. 
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Bway Brightens; ‘Whoop-up’ $47,600 
‘JB. 436, Comden & Green $10,900 (6), 


Pleasure’ Record $36,812: Two’ 266 


Broadway, holding to form, re- 
covered last week from its tradi- 
tional pre-Christmas drop. Re- 
ceipts climbed substantially for 
fe 6 wear el = a despite the 

cation shutdown of the 
Ry. dailies. — 
The boxoffice began to pick up 
mas evé (Wed.) and con- 
tinued strong through the end of 
the week. The current frame is 
poping ee - the hike in 
ears Eve prices tonight 
(Wed.) adds to the bullish pros- 
pects. Seliouts last week included 
‘Flower Drum Song,” “La Plume 
de Ma Tante,” ‘“Marriage-Go- 
Round,” “Music Man,” “My Fair 
Lady,” “Pleasure of His Company” 

and “World of Suzie Wong.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
— O (Opera), OP (Op- 
e r 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
for Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number 
of seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 
5% City tax, but grosses are net; 
t.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Bells Are Ringing, Alvin (MC) 
(106th wk; 844 p) ($8.05; 1,453; 
pe pod (Judy Holliday). Under 

7,000 (Gross reported by mea 
agement was $38,764). Previous 
week, nearly $22,000 (Management 
reported $23,063). 

Cold Wind and the Warm, Mor- 
osco (D) (3d wk; 24 p) ($6.90; 946; 

7,500) (Eli Wallach, Maureen 

tapleton). Over $23,700. Previous 
week, $23,000. . 

Dark at the Top of the Stairs, 
Musie Box (D) (56th wk; 444 p) 
($5.75-$6.90; 1,010; $33,000). Near- 
ly $20,800. Previous week, $11,- 
000. Exits Jan. 17 to tour. 

Disenchanted, Coronet (D) (4th 
wk; 29 4 ($6.90; 1,101; $35,404) 
(Jason obards, Jr., Rosemary 
Harris). Over $22,200. Previous 
week, $24,000. 

Flower Drum Song, St. James 
(MC) (4th wk; 32 p) ($8.05; 1,615; 
$62,617). Over $62,600 again. 

azebo, Lyceum (C) (3d wk; 19 
By ($6.90; 995; $31,000) (Walter 

—_ Jayne Meadows). Almost 
$20,700. Previous week, $15,000. 
Girls in 509, Belasco (C) (ith 
= 85 p) ($5.7 90; 1,037; $33 


‘ ) reeey _ Imogene Coca 
ear ,100, Previous week, 
200. ts Jan. 24 to tour. 


Goldilecks, Lunt-Fontanne (MC) 
(11th wk; 89 p) ($9.90; 1,402; $68,- 
843) (Don Ameche, Elaine Stritch). 
Almost $35,700. Previous week, 


$37,900. 

Jamaica, Imperial (MC) (55th 
wk; 436 p) ($8.35; 1,427; $63,009) 
(Lena Horne, Ricardo Montalban), 
Nearly $36,100 for seven perform- 
ances on twofers. (The Monday 
nignt (21) performanee was can- 
ceited when Miss Horne was un- 
able to go on because of illness.) 
Previous week, $28,400 on twofers. 

J.B. ANTA (D) (3d wk; 20 p) 
bry A 1,185; $45,892). Almost 
$43,000. Previous week, $37,200. 

La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) (7th wk; 55 p) ($7.50; 1,050; 
$41,00% (Robert Dhery). Almost 
$42,400. Previous week, $41,200. 

Look Homeward, el, Barry- 
more (D) (57th wk; 452 p) ($6.90; 
1,076; .716) (Miriam Hopkins, 
Ed Begley). Over $27,800 on two- 
fers. 
twofers. 
Make a Million, Playhouse (C) 
(10th wk; 76 p) ($6.90; 996; $36,- 
000) (Sam Levene). Over $23,000. 
Previous week, $15,600. 

M Round, 


o- Plymouth 
(C) @th wk; 69 p) ($6.90; 1,062; 
$42,000) (Charles Boyer, Claudette 
Colbert). Over $42,600. Previous 
week, $41,600 with parties. 
Music Man, Majestic (MC) (54th 
wk; 428 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $68,658) 
Almost $69,400. Previous week, 


$69,160. 
My Fair Lady, Heilinger (MC) 
(146th wk; 1,163 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 


$68,210) (Edward Mulhare, Sally ‘ 


Ann Howes). Steady at $69,400. 
Old Vic, Broadway (Rep) (3d wk; 


24 p) ($6; 1,900; $59,000). Almost | 55 


$51,000 for two performances of 
“Twelfth Night” and six perform- 
Mant en ——— 
week, $61,600 for e ‘ 
— of “Hamlet.” This wee 

lit between “Night” Tuesday- 

fi (29-2) and “Hamlet” Satur- 


(3-4). 
‘More With Feeling, Na- 





evious week, $17,000 on | 5g 


tional (C) (10th wk; 79 p) ($6.90; 
1,162; $43,000) (Joseph Cotten, 
Arlene Francis). Nearly $23,300. 
Previous week, $24,000. 

Party With Betty Comden and 
Adolph Green, Golden (R) (ist wk; 
6 p) ($5.75; 800; $25,152). Opened 
Dec. 23 to unanimous raves (Aston, 
World-Telegram; Atkinson, Times; 
Chapman, News; Coleman, Mirror; 
Kerr, Herald Tribune; McClain, 
Journal-American; Watts, Post); 
Over $10,900 for first six perform- 
ances. 

Pleasure of His Company, Long- 
acre (C) (10th wk; 77 p) ($6.90; 
1,101; $36,800) (Cyril Ritchard, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Charlie 
Ruggles, Walter Abel). House rec- 
ord at $36,812. Previous week, 
$35,300 with parties. 

Say Darling, Beck (MC) (39th 
wk 38 p) ($7.50; 1,280; $46,000) 
(Eddie A Vivian Blaine, John- 
~ Desmond). Over $24,700. Pre- 

oO 


us week, $13,100. 
of Bijou (D) 


Shadow of a Gunman, 

(6thy wk; 44 p) ($5.75-$6.90; 599; 
$20,400). Over $11,000. Previous 
week, $6,000. 

Sunrise at Campobello, Cort (D) 
(48th wk; 380 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $37,- 
500) (Ralph Bellamy). Over $35,- 

Previous week, 400. 


Touch of the Poet, (D) 
(13th wk; 100 p) ($7.50; 1,139; $43,- 
067) (Helen Hayes, Eric Portman, 
Kim Stanley, Betty Field). Over 
$38,100. Previous week, $36,000. 

Two for the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(50th wk; 396 p) ($6.90; 780; $31,- 
700) (Dana Andrews,. Anne Ban- 
croft). Almost $26,000. Previous 
week, $21,700. 

West Side Story, Winter Garden 


(MD) (66th wk; 524 p) ($8.05; 1,404; 
Previ 


$63,203). Nearly $52,600. - 
ous week, $33,300. 
Up, Shubert (MC) (ist 


Whoop- 
wk; 8 p) ($8.05; 1,453; $58,101). 
Almost $47,600 for first eight per- 
formances. 

World of Suzie Wong, Broad- 
hurst (D) (11th wk; 87 p) ($6.90; 
1,214; $46,500). Nearly $45,100 
with parties. Previous week, $45,- 
500 with parties. , 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Power and the Glory, Phoenix | 67 


(D) (3d wk; 23 p) ($4.60; 1,150; $29,- 
382). Almost $15,000. Prev 


week, $14,100. Continues indefi- | Toro 


nitely. 
Closed Last Week 
Cue for Passion, Miller's (D) (5th 
wk; 39 p) ($6.90; 946; $32,000) (Di- 
ana Wynyard, John Kerr). Almost 
00. Previous week, $5,809. 


regime (including 10% over- 


Opening This Week 

os Ages of Mex, “6th 
St. (DR) ($5.75; 1,297; $40,600) 
(John Gielgud). Jerry ‘Weider in 
association with Tennent Produc- 
(ions Ltd. presentation of Gielgud 
in a one-man show based on 
George Rylands’ Sh kespea:e 
cy opened last Sunday 
night to unanimous raves 
ag bay ie es op rs 4 
son, Times; Cha ‘ews; Cole- 
man, Mirror, Kerr. Herald Trib- 
une; McClain, Journal-American; 
Watts, Post). 

Third 


Best Sport, Ambassador 
(C) ($6.90; 1,155; $43,000) (Celeste 
Holm). Theaire Guild presentation 
of a comedy by Eleanor and Lee 
Bayer; opened last night (Tues.). 


Off-B’way Shows 
od Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25- 


Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58). 
a a own a 
et of S§ 

Cricket (11-13-58). ran 

Heloise, Gate (9-24-58). * 

Ivanov, Renata (10-7-58). 

Look Back in Anger, 41st St. 
(11-7-58). 

Man Who Never Died, Jan Hus 
(11-21-58), 

Of Mice & Men, Provincetown 
(12-4-58). 

Playboy of the Western World, 
Tara (5-8-58). 

Quare Fellow, Circle in Square 
(11-27-58). 

Salad Days, Barbizon Plaza (11- 


Threepenny Opera, deLys (9-20- 


Time of the Cuckoo, Sheridan 
Sq. (10-27-58); closes Feb. 8. 

Tis a Pity She’s a Whore, Or- 
pheum (12-5-58). 


att Pornee, want into yy oe 
ights Nine”- e 
Cherry Lane Theatre NY. last 











Monday (29), 


ious |“? 





Maestro 


Wilfrid Pelletier 
details how 
Canada’s Approved 
Art Subsidy Pays Off 


another Bright Editorial Feature 
in the 


53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT ‘NEXT WEEK 


British Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 




















jay’s '" 
Repertory, Old Vic (9-17-58). 
nm on '" al Ct. (12-4-58). 
Mousetra (11-25-52). 
My Fair ', Lane (430-58). 
No Conce: Wi 
Not in the Criterion (42-58). 
Roar Like a Dove, (9-25-57). 
Salad Days, V: 
sued S$ Whitehall (3-19-58). 
un 


(12-17-58). 
Guest, (8-12-58). 
Palace (2-20-58). 


Where's A 4 
West Side Majesty’s (12-12-58). 
Who's Your Pather?, bridge 112-1658). 


*transf 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
Long, Short, Tall, Royal Ct. (1-7-59). 


Touring Shows 
(Dec. 28-Jan. 11) — 
Auntie Mame (Constance Bennett)— 
Erlanger, Chi (29-10). 
Auntie Mame (Sylvia Sidney)—Moore, 
Seattle (29-3); International Cinema, Van- 


couver (5-10). 

Canadian Players—Aud., Kohler, Wis. 
(4); College Aud., Eau Ciaire, Wis. (5); 
College Aud., Point, Wis. (6-7); 
College, Negigeovaas Ill. @; Univ., Madi- 
son, Wis. (9-10). 

rary t) (Tallulah Bank- 
hend)-— Gear s closes) (Reviewed 
in VaRI 


’ . 15, ». 

Lil Abner (bus-and-truck}—State Fair 
Music Hall, Dallas (28-31); —- Aud., 
Shreveport, La. (3); Ellis Aud., Memphis 

% mnessee Theatre, Nashville 3 
Alumni Memorial Aud., Knoxville, Tenn. 





gue 





). 

Li’‘l Abner (N.Y. Co.\—Royal Alexan4ra, 
nto (29-3, closes). 

Listen to the Mock! Bird (tryout) 
Le p< Billie ke—Colonial, 

ook Back im Anger—Hanna, Cleve. 


(29-10). 
of One (tryout) (Cedric Hard- 
— Gertrude Berg)—Forrest, Philly 


Co.)—Aud., Denver (30-3); ¢ 


Aud., Omah: 10 
* maha le 
My Fair L @d Co.) Cticherd Evans, 


ftrvout) (Claire Bloom, Rod 
Steiger, Oscar Homolka, Akin ‘sxrsiroff) 
—Rednesd’ Jo “Gwen Verion)--Ne- 
u wen er _ 
ticnal, Wash. 10) (Reviewed in VARI- 
Dec. 24, °58) 


Requiem for a | (tryout) Zachary 
aequiem ig 

Sccit, Ruth Ford) Shesert N.H. (7-10). 
Romanoff and 


wlict <~eter Ustinov). | 


«stone, Chi (9-5, closes). 
unriso at Campovelio (20 Co.) Ceif 


fyi-*eon)--Shubert, Det. 4-3); Para- 
riount, Solede 6-6, ) 

vo Story <«ryout)—L<: st, Philly 
6. 


Sone y A] eee road Ge (29-10). 
oman, Jeffre: . . 
Warm Peninsula (tryout) (Julie Harris) 
—Amer » St. L. (9-3); Victoria, KC. 
(5-6): Aud., Denver (8-11) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Nov. 5, °58). 





SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres Set) 


BROADWAY 











* (1-28-59). 
Belasco 
46th St. 
of Lizzie, (2-9-59). 
of One, (2-11-59). 
Bijou @- 





OFF-BROADWAY 
King Lear Plavers, (1-2-59). 
Failures, 4th St. 


(1-5-59). 
She Shall Have Music. Actors (1-6-59). 
On the Town, Ca (1-15-59). 


Enemy of People, ors (2-4-59). 
Clearing in Woods, Sheridan Sq. @-16-59. 











From Athens 


Irene Velissariou 
details the how and the why of 
Old Greek Plays As A 
Touri:¢ Lure 
another Editorial Feature in the 
upcoming 


53d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 











Christmas gift, accompanied by a 
tress Nancy Kelly. 


concerned. 


Theatre Bally, But Private 


The Erlanger and Locust Theatres in Philadelphia, are getting & 
sort of po = ewe exploitation in the New York home of Warren 
Caro, an executive of the Theatre Guild and the Council of the Liv- 
ing Theatre, The ballyhoo ts in the form of a display board, approxi- 
mately eight-by-five feet in size, containing exterior and interior pho- 
tos of the theatres, plus floor plans, equipment specifications, seating 
charts, etc. The sign was specially wrapped and sent to Caro as & 
bottle of perfume for his wife, ac- 


The gift was a gag gesture by Broadway producer Alexander H. 
Cohen, who doubles as New York booking representative for the two 
Philly theatres. Cohen had the ‘large sign madv, and arranged for it 
to be placed on display in the 'dependent Booking Office, N.Y. When 
Caro protested that it constituted unfair competition for other thea- 
tres in Philly and elsewhere, Cohen agreed to have the sign removed, 
but his decision to haye it delivered to Caro’s home as a Christmas 
present was an afterthought, at least as far as the Guild-CLT exec was 





Road business was generally 


: rg last week. The shows that 


cff during the early part of 
the frame did well on holiday fi- 


There was one casualty, “Star- 
ward Ark,” which folded after: 
three tryout performances in Wash- 
ington. 

Estimates for Last Week 


of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10% Federal Tax and local 
tax, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 


BOSTON 
Listen te the Mocking Bird, 
Colonial (C-T) ($4.95-$5.50; 1,590; 
$43,000) (Eva Le Gallienne, Billie 


following two paid previews, to six 
raps (Doyle, American; Durgin; 
Globe; Hughes, Herald; Maddocks, 
Monitor; Maloney, Traveler; Nor- 
ton, Record). 





CHICAGO 
Auntie Mame, Erlanger (C-RS) 
(17th wk) ($5.50-$6.60; 1,333; $45,- 
187) (Constance Bennett). Over 
$15,400 for three performances 


Friday: 26-27). Previcus 
week, $19,000. 


My Fair Lady, Shubert (MC-RS) 
(60th wk) ($7; 2,100; $72,979) 
Michael Evans, D. 


$51,100. Previous week, $42,500. 
Romanoff and Juliet, Blackstone 
(C-RS) (2d wk) ($4.95-$5.50; 1,450; 


000) (Peter Ustinov). 
$50'700 with Guild subscription. 
Previous week, $31,800. 


"wo for the Seesaw, Todd (CD- 
HS: ($5.50; 1,090; $26,600) (Ruth 
Roman, Jeffrey Lynn). Gvened las 
Friday (26) to four approvals (Cas- 
sidy, Tribune; Dettmer, American; 
Harris, D News; Syse, Sun- 
almost $10,300 for three 

with Guild subscrip- 
tion. Previous week, $19,500 at the 
Shubert, Cincinnati. 


Times): 





DETROIT 
Sunrise at Campobello, Shubert 
(D-RS) (1st wk) ($4.40; 2,050; $41,- 
000) (Leif Erickson). Almost $25,- 
900 with Guild subscription. Pre- 
vious week, $18,600 at the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto. 





NEW HAVEN 
Redhead, Shubert (MC-T) ($6; 
1,650; $62,000) (Gwen Verdon). Al- 
most $54,400 for first nine perform- 
ances, 





PHILADELPHIA 
Third Best Sport, Locust (C-T) 
(2d wk) ($4.50-$5; 1,418; $35,009) 
(Celeste Holm). Almost $23,700 
| with Guild subscription. Previous 
week, $27,700. 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Crazy October, Geary (C-T) (2d 
|wk) ($4.95-$5.50; 1,550; $42,000) 
|(Tallulah Bankhead). About $16,- 
|500. Previous week, $22,500. 
| Music Man, Curran (MC-RS) 
|(10th wk) ($5.50-$6.40; 1,758; $59,- 
000). Almost $62,500 with higher- 
priced Sunday night (21) perform- 
ance substituting for Wednesday 
on matinee. Previous week, $59,- 














SEATTLE 
Auntie Mame, Moore (C-RS) ($5- 
$5.50; 1,670; $77,000) (Sylvia Sid- 
ney). Around $22,800 for first five 
performances of 12- performance 





Parenthetic designations for out- b 


Burke). Opened last Saturday (27), | 500 





Road O.K.; Redhead’ $54,400 in 9, NL; 
Music’ 62446, S.F.; ‘Lady’ $51,100, Chi; 
‘Sunrise’ $25,900, Det.; ‘Ark’ D.C. Fold 


stand. Previous week, $14,100 for 
six-performance split. 





ST. LOUIS ‘ 

Warm Peninsula, American (CD- 
T) ($4.95; 1,600; $36,000) (Julie 
Harris). Almost $7,900 with Guild 
subscription for three perform- 
ances Friday-Saturday (26-27). Pree 
vious week, $12,900 for four per- 
formances at the Hartman, Colum- 

us, 





TORONTO 
Lil Abner, Royal Alexandra 
(MC-RS, N. Y. Co.) (1st wk) ($5.50; 
525: $43,000). Over $25,706 
with Guild subscription. Previous 
week, $22,006 at Her Majesty's, 
Montreal. 





WASHINGTON 
Look Back in Anger, National 
(D-RS) (2d wk) ($4.40-$4.95; 1,677: 
$36,800). Over $19,600 with Guild 
subscription. Previous week, $24,- 


Starward Ark, Shubert (CD-T) 
($3.30-$4.40; 1,541; $24,000). Opened 
last Friday (26) to three pans (Car~ 
mody, Star; Coe, Post; Donnelly, 
News); about $2,000 for three pers 
aaa and closed Saturday 


‘Nutcracker’ Pulls Gress 
To $64,622, City Center 


Something of a target to shoot 
at was hoisted by the New York 
City Center Ballet when seven per- 

of the full-length “Nut- 
cracker” and one performance of 
regular repertory piled up $64,622 
in ticket sales for the Tuesday- 
Monday week ending Dec. 29, 

“Nutcracker” is presented an- 
m= and = its own terms is al- 
most as much of a family draw a 
the Radio City Music Hall, NY 
House scales to $3.80 top. 








Lohengrin 
(MET OPERA, N.Y.) 
The German department of the 
Met unshackled Dec. 26 to revive 


Wagner’s “Lohengrin” in hand- 
some and satisfying style. Brian 
Sullivan, a big man to be riding a 
silver swan, and Lisa Della Casa, 
gy se ag — far north, 
re admirably comfortabl 

tomes a _— 
tto Edelmann’s king and 7 
garet Harshaw’s breeding Ord 
were of high professionalism, as 
was the tormented Telramund of 
Hermann Uhde. Long before the 
present science fiction cycle Wag- 
ner gave mighty Lohengrin the 
posting hie beeen his foes just by 
Is brows. Prett 7 

~ = bog mee ——— 

omas Schippers, who alwa 

looks like a boy in the pit, held the 
musical score under tight come 


abetted to good effect. 

Individual bows were allowed 
the singers at the end, unusual in 
recent Wagnerian practice at this 
temple. Land 


$$$ 
Britain’s Old Vie compan 

a three-in-one party on the rage 
the Broadway Theatre, N.Y., on its 
night off last Monday (29) to celee 
brate Christmas, Boxing Day (Dec 
26) and New Year’s. The group, 
which is appearing at the house in 
a popeseerre of Shakes earean 
plays, ues ti) 

then tours. =e 
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MILLIKEN FABRICS 


ge 





NABISCO CRACKERS AND COOKIES 


BUICK CARS 





* You means especially all who participated in these and our many other Industria: 11s of 58. So thanks—from us— 
to you, the PEOPLE of the Theatre who helped prove that “‘There’s MORE Buriness throngh SHOW Business” 


LEN BEDSOW — BIFF LI*F 
SAMLEN 


In association with 


SALES COMMUNICATION, INC. 





460 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK a NEW YORK 
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CASTING NEWS 





way, 
been 


Following are available parts in upcoming Broadway, off-Broad- 
touring, industrial and television shov's. 
obtained directly by the Variety Casting Department by tele- 


All information has 


phone calls, and has been rechecked «as of noon yesterday (Tues.). 


The available 
tions to the list 
responstble parties, 


run @ lengthy list of blind items. 


roles will be repeated weekly until filled, and addi- 
will be made only when information is secured from| hearsal Studios, 1697 Broadway. 
The intention is to service performers with leads! Parts available (children’s shows 
Provided by the managements of the shows involved rather than to| and Shakespeare experience re- 


In addition to the available parts listed, the tabulation includes pro- 
ductions announced for later this season, but, for which, the manage- 
ments, as yet, aren’t holding open casting calls. Parenthetical designa- 
tions are as follows: (C) Comedy, (D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy, 


(MD) Musical Drama, (Rep) Repertory, (DR) Dramatic Reading. 





Legit 











BROADWAY 
(Parts Available) 


_ “Faster, Faster” (CD), by Wil- 
liam Marchant; producer, Carmen 
Capalbo; casting director, Chuck 
Smith, JU 2-1596-1597. Available 
Parts: second male lead, 21-22 ap- 

arance, over 5-feet, 10-inch 
eight, rugged build, dark, hand- 
some, 

Gay Felons (C) — Producers. 
H. Clay Blaney and Geoffrey 
Jones (36 CPS). Director, Shep- 
ard Traube. Available parts: 
male lead, 40-50, frenchman, 
quict, authoritative; male, 45-55, 
short, stocky, loveab‘e sot, hen- 
pecked; about 12 assorted comics, 
40-60; femme, 35-40, attractive, 
gs. warm, sensitive; male lead, 

handsome, romantic. (Send phcto 
and resume, to producers). Re- 
hearsals start Jan. 5. 

“Gypsy” (MC). Producers, David 
Merrick & Leiand Hayward, 246 
W. 44th St.; director, Jerome Rob- 
birs. Available parts: strippers, 
male photo and resume to M’‘ke 
Mindlin or Eduard Fuller, c/o 
roducers. Also available: teenage 

y and girl actor-singer-dancers; 
auditions at Variety Arts Studios, 
225 W. 46th St., Studio 302, today 
(Wed.), 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 2-5 p.m. 

New Faces of ’59. Producer 
Leonard Sillman & Frank. Preduc- 
tions, 17 E. 79th St. Mail photo 
and resume to producers. Don’t 
phone. 

“Raisin in the Sun” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Philip Rose & David J. 
Cogan, 157 W. 57th St., CI 5-2255; 
director, Lloyd Richard. Available 
part for understudy, male, negro, 
aged 9-1i, slight build. 

Three Against Time ‘D)—p-oduc- 

Tad Danielewski Morris 
Feld. Available parts: cul- 
tured well-built American general; 
General's wife. 45. submissive, 


quiet, dominated by husband; 
and 


young,energetic businessman 








Every Office Category 


Including 
TYPISTS SECYS/STENOS 
» CLERKS MO 


: N/SWBD 
- KEYPUNCH ADD/GRAPHO 


Immediate Placements 


OFFICE TEMPORARIES 
INCORPORATED 


55 W. 42 St. 
N.Y.C, 


F 45 W. 34 St. 
: 39 Cortlandt St., 














“Wherever they go pianist 
ought to go with them. 


"A Party 


s 
Opening 


M 
853 





Y | 


. powerful, 


+1 (C). 
.| Theatre; director, Edwin Gifford. 
| Available 
* | player, experienced; call PL 7-1710 
Need not be Equity mem- 





Thank You Betty and Adolph and the Theatre Guild 


PETER HOWARD 


AT THE PIANO 


With Comden and Green," at the Golden Theatre 
“A splendid pianist" 
COMING UP 


Musical Director—"ON THE TOWN" 
tarring HAROLD LANG and PAT CARROLL 
Jan. 15, Carnegie Playhouse, New York 


pis Guan a0 amt Score pcoming B'way 
of Pearl Buck's "THREE AGAINST TIi1E" 


anagement: ARTISTS MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
Seventh Avene, New York, N. Y. 


pretty, restless, discontented wife; 
retired professor, old, but still 
bright and alive; efficient, relaxed 
Government official, 40-45; two 
servants, either authentic, Indians 
or of American-Indian descent; 
sandy blonde eight-year-old girl, 
vigorous, bright; scholarly nine- 
year-old boy. (Mail photo and 
resume to production assistant 


Jeanette Kamins, 234 W. 44th St., 


Suite 702). 


“West Side Story” (MD). Pro- 


ducers, Robert Griffith & Harold 
Prince. Auditions will be held 
every Tuesday, 2 p.m., at the Win- 


ter Garden Theatre, 1643 broadway, | 


for replacements of the Broadway 
and London companies. Apply for 
appointments, stage door at 2 p.m. 
or Ppa. to Ruth Mitchell or How- 
ard Jeffrey. 





OFF-BROADWAY 
(Parts Available) 
“Billy Budd” (D). Producer, 
Equity Library Theatre; director, 
Edward Greenberg. Rehearsals 
Jan. 19-Feb. 14. Casting, ELT Loft, 
11 W. 18th St., 4d fl., Jan. 5, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Jan. 6, 7 p.m.-10 p.m.; 
Jan. 7, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. (bring mem- 
bership cards) Parts available, all 
virile types: male lead, 18-20, sea- 
man, psysically-intellectually and 
spiritually the essence of goodness 
and innocence; second male lead, 
50, officer, gentleman, sardonic, 
thoughtful; secondary male lead, 
40, cunning, evil, cruel; male, 35, 
gentleman, intelligent, fair-minded; 
male, 40, bluff, humorous, impa- 
tient; male, 30, amiable but stub- 
born oificer; male, cockney of un- 
certain age, fawning to his super- 
iors but cowardly and sadistic to 
lower ranks; male, 25, affected, 
vain; male, 25, violent, loyal; male, 
30, tough Irishman, sense of hu- 


mor; male, 25. tough; male, 21, | 


diplomatic; male, 22, scared, sick 
(doubles as next ); four bit 
parts, 20-30, tough, experienced 
Sailors; male, 35, ship’s surgeon; 
a sentry; a messboy. 

“Buffalo Skininer” (D). Produc- 
ers, Monte L. Frierson & F. Fitz- 
patrick White; author-director, 
Lonny Chapman; music by Joseph 
Garvey. Available parts: femme 
lead, early 20’s, sexy, from small- 
town rich family; her father, 45-60, 
fire and_ brimstone 
preacher; male, 30’s, simple, easy- 


4 going, honky-tonk proprietor; hobo, 


educated cynic; femme, early 20's. 


>| skinny would-be prostie, femme, 
-jearly 20's, simple, hymn singer; 
_|femme, 30’s, sophisticated seduc- 
»| tive; lead’s mother 45 healthy ex- 


trovert. Mail photo and resume 
to production secretary Clare Cor- 
balis c/o Linda Productions 665 


'| Fifth Ave. (Suite 1110); PL 3-6178. 


“What Every Woman Knows” 


Producer, Equity Community 
part for Harmonica 
(ELT). 
ber. 

OUT OF TOWN 
(Parts Available ) 


“Babes in Arms” (MC). Super- 


vising producer, Richard Rodgers; 





accompanist Peter Howard 
GROS, Vatiety, Nov. 12, 1958. 


«++ Chapman, News 


for U B* 





| JUdson 2-0260 


) (480 Lexington Ave., JU 2-8115). 


| casting director, Eddie Blum, 488 
Madison Ave. To be produced in 
Florida in April; available parts 
for singer-actors, 17-21. Mail photo 
|} and resume. 


| “Magic Horn,” children’s show, 
'to tour. Producer, Equity Library 

Theatre; director, Lee Foley. Re- 

hearsals, Jan. 8-Feb. 6. Casting: 
| Equity members only (bring mem- 
| bership cards), apply 3-5 p.m. and 
| 7-10 p.m., Jan. 6th, at Golfarbs Re- 


quired): Male, 5 ft. 6 in., about 15, 
straight juvenile, handsome, some 
fencing and dancing; male, 5 ft. 
6 in.-5 ft. 9 in., about 15, juvenile; 
handsome, petudent, spoiled, some 
fencing and dancing, to play a 
| prince; male, 5 ft. 10 in.-6 ft., 50, 
| straight character actor, kind, ele- 
gant, regal. 





BUFFALO 

Melody Fair, musical tent. Office 
|at Wurlitzer Store, 674 Main St., 
| Buffalo. Pre-season auditions there 
| for singers, Saturday, Jan. 3, from 
| 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Applicants must 
| be at least 18 years old, prepared 
| to sing one of three musical com- 
edy selections of own choice, avail- 
|able for contract throughcut the 


summer, 
| 


| FUTURE SHOWS 
| Ariadne & the Concrete Duck 
| (C)—producer, Howard Erskine (56 
| W. 45th St., OX 7-9620). 

Far Away the Train-Birds Cry 
;(CD'—producer, Louis d’Almeida 





Gypsy (MC)—producers, David 
Merrick & Leland Hayward (246 W 
44th St., LO 3-0830). 

Let’s Go Steady (MC)—producer 
Edward Padula (1501 Broadway, 
LA 4-4860). 

Madonna and Child (C)—pro- 
ducer, Guthrie McClintic (1270 
6th Ave., CI 7-5152). 

Rivalry (DR)—producers, Cheryl 
Crawford & Joel Schenker (49 W. 
45th St., JU 2-3466), in association 
with Actors Studio Inc. 

The Poker Game (C)—Producer, 
Norman Forman (106 CPS). 


SHOWS IN REHEARSAL 


BROADWAY 

Juno (M). Producers, Play- 
wrights Co. and Oliver Smith (745 
Fifth Ave., PL 3-7500). 

Majority of One (D). Producers, 
Theatre Guild (27 W. 53d St., 
CO 5-6170) and Dore Schary. 

Poker Game (C). Producer, Nor- 
man Forman, (106 CPS). 

Requiem for a Nun (D). Theatre 
Guild (27 W. 53d St., CO 5-6170) 
and Richard Myers. 

Tall Stery (C). Producers, Em- 
mett Rogers and Robert Weiner 
(234 W. 44th St., LA 4-5037). 

OFF-BROADWAY 

Failures (D). Producers, David 
Ross & Lore Noto, 4th St. Theatre, 
83 E. 4th St. 

King Lear (D). Producer, Players 
Theatre, 115 MacDougal St. 

Lady’s Not For Burning (D). 
Producer, Equity Library Theatre 
(226 W. 47th St., PL 1-1710). 

On the Town (MC). Producer, 
Nancy Nugent Crawford (40 W. 
55th St., CI 5-3815). 

She Shall Have Music (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Stuart Bishop. Dede Meyer 
and Edwin West (72 Perry St., 
CH 3-6728). 











SIGNED 
BROADWAY 
Legend of Lizzie: Douglass Mont- 
gomery. 
The Rivalry: Richard Boone, 


Nancy Kelly. 
OFF-BROADWAY 
Man Who Never Died: Barbara 
Joyce (succeeding Beatrice Roth), 
Frank Scofield (succeeding John 
Graham). 








Industrial 


(Parts Available) 

Cass Franklin Agency (N.Y.). 
Looking for topnotch announcer 
located in San Francisco for Sales 
Show. Contact director Patrick 
Faye at the Huntington Hotel, San | 
Francisco after Jan. 1. | 











for young girl, engaging, whole- 
some, next-door-neighbor type, to 
sing and play piano well. Submit 
photo and resume by mail only to 
Robert Kecshan Associates, 680 
Fifth Ave. 

Dela McCarthy Assoc., 515 Mad- 
ison Ave. Casting, Colin D’Arcy. 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration. 

Fuller, Smith & Ross ad agency, 
230 Park Ave. Casting director, 
Ronnie Schlueter. Mail photo and 
resume. 

Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave. 
Casting, Jim Kaye. ) 
and resume by mail only. 


I, filmed on location—CBS; pro- | 


ducer, Gilbert Ralston; casting 
through Mare Merson; address by 
mail only, Barbara Tuck, CBS, 524 
W. 57th St. Available parts: un- 
usual types, interesting faces, good 
physical conditions, will consider 
applicants having had odd occupa- 
tions. Submit photo and resume. 
Lamp Unto My Feet, religious 
drama, CBS; producer, Don Keller- 
man; director, James MacAllen. 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration. Nat Greenblatt (524 W. 
57th St.). . 
Lawrence Welk show (Plymouth 
Motors), ABC-TV — Seeking teen- 
age vocal and instrumental per- 
formers for guest appearances or 
as permanent band members. Sub- 
mit disk or tape (home-recorded 
acceptable) of wellknown pop or 
standard numbers, plus recent 
photo, short biographical summary. 
Address Plymouth Show, ABC 
Studio, Hollywood, or 2623 Santa 
Monica blvd., Santa Monica. 


Look Up & Live, religious- 
dramatic, CBS. Executive pro- 
ducer, Pamela lIllott; producer, 


Jack Kuney; casting, Mare Merson, 
524 W. 57th St. Casting from 
files. Mail photo and resume. 

National Screen Service, 1600 
Broadway. Casting, Carl Carbone. 
Submit photo and composite for 
consideration. 

“Nero Wolfe” CBS-TV, producer, 
Gordon Duff. Casting for pilot. 
Avaflable: title role, Walter Slezak 
type, has been played by Bret Mor- 
rison; his assistant, late 20’s-early 
30’s, intelligent, eager. Mail photo 
and resume to Robert Dale Martin, 
c/o CBS-TV, 524 W. 57th St. 

North Advertising, 6 E. 45th St. 
Casting Frank Higgins. Cast from 
files for the Toni commercials. Pre- 
fer models with good hair. Mail 
poate and resume for considera- 

ion. 

Raymond Spector Agency, 445 
Park Ave.; assistant casting direc- 
tor, Dave Fein: Casts through file 
and agents, for Hazel Bishop. Mail 
eng and resume for considera- 

on. 

Reach, McClintion & Co., 505 
Park Ave.; casting, Ted Okon. 
Photo and resume accepted via 
mail only for commercials; boys, 
girls; middleaged and elderly men 
and women; also young and mature 
women for shampoo commercials. 

Sarra, Inc., 200 E. 56th St.; cast- 
ing, Helen Hecht. Seeking new 
faces, personalities; casting from 
files; mail photo and resume. 

“Stakeout,” 36 half-hour films; 
shooting starts about Jan. 19 in 
Florida. Producer, Screen Gems, 
711 Fifth Ave., 2d fi; casting, 


“| Nancy Littlefield. All leads, ex- 


perience required. Appiy through 
agents only. 

The Verdict Is Yours, unre- 
hearsed courtroom dramas. CBS; 
producer, Eugene Burr; director, 
Byron Paul; casting contact, Liam 
Dunn, CBS, 524 W. 57th St. (do not 
phone). No open casting; ali done 
from files. Submit photo and res- 
ume for consideration. 

WRCA-TYV, (30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, N.Y. 20), accepting appli- 


cations for auditions for all gen-| : 


eral talent, except dramatic actors, 
alternate Tuesdays. Apply by mail 
to “Open Auditions.” 


Films 








Submit photo | 





Flurry of Folds 


=m Continued from page 47 Coaaes 


before reaching Broadway is the 
Tallulah Bankhead-starrer, “Crazy 
October.” The James Leo Her- 
lihy comedy, produced by Walter 
Starcke, shutters next Saturday 
in San Francisco. The presentation 
was capitalized at $100,000, with 
provision for 25% overcall. 

Last week’s Broadway folderoo 
was the Playwrights Co. and Fran- 
chot Productions presentation of 
Elmer Rice’s “Cue for Passion.” 
|The drama, which ran five weeks, 
costarred Diana Wynyard and 
John Kerr and is figured 40 have 
dropped its entire bankroll. The 
production was capitalized at $80,- 
000, with provision for 10° over- 
call. 

Slated to close next Saturday 
after a seven-week run at the Bi- 
jou. Theatre, N.Y. is Sean 
O’Casey’s “Shadow of a Gunman,” 
| produced by Cheryl Crawford and 
Joel Schenker by arrangement 
with The Actors Studio. The pro- 
duction is figured to have rua 
through most of i:s $50,000 capi- 
talization. 

The Alfred de Liagre Jr. produc- 
tion of Howard Teichmann’s “Girls 
in 509,” currently in its 12th week 
at the Belasco Theatre, N.Y., will 
end its run at the house Jan. 24 
and will launch a road tour two 
days later on Theatre Guild sub- 
scription at the Hania Theatre, 
Cleveland. The Broadway cast, in- 
cluding costars Peggy Wood and 
Imogene Coca, will make the hin- 
terland trek. Business for the 
comedy, which was capitalized at 
$100,000, with provision for 10° 
overcall, has dropped sharply in 
recent weeks. 

The Saint Subber-Elia Kazan 
production of William Inge’s “Dark 
at the Top of the Stairs,” currently 
in its 56th week at the Music Box 
Theatre, N.Y., winds up there Jan. 
17 and opens Jan. 20 at the Play- 
house, Wilmington. The drama 
has earned a healthy profit thus 
far on a $100,000 investment. 

At present, “Girls” and “Dark” 
are the only new touring prospects 
for the balance of the season. Re- 
garding “Sunrise” situation, plans 
call for the Broadway company, 
starring Ralph Bellamy, to tour 
following the conclusion of its 
New York run. 














Susan Oliver, vacationing in Eu- 
rope, has visited London, Paris 
Zurich and the Austrian Alps, an 
is now in Rome. She's due back 
about mid-January. 












in Cincinnati, Ohio 
BLACKSTONE THEATRE 








“Parrish,” adaptation of Mildred 
Savage novel. Producer, Warner 
Bros.-Joshua Logan. Available: title 
role, 18-22, about 6 ft., medium 
build, handsome, an “unknown” 
actor. Mail photo and resume to 
‘producer-director Logan, c/o War- 
ners, 666 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 








in Chicago, Uiinois 

» te purchasers intending to use the 
= Property bought as Legitimate 
Bi Theatres. 


| Reply to Box V-8058-59, Variety, 
W. 46th St. New York 36 
‘ieee Sf 


















Television 





CBS-TV, 524 W. 57th St. Holding 
a few auditions for variety and 
iramatie pena ot Mail Ll and 

_ at, plus er reques' ap- 
plication, to Nat Greenblatt. 

Camera Three, educational, 
drama, CBS; producer, John Mc- 
aiffert. Submit photo and resume 
or consideration. Nat Greenblatt 
524. W. 57th St.). 

“Captain Kangaroo,” juvenile 
‘ries ‘six mornings a week on 








-BS-TV. Available: running part 
ate tee oh ed 


World's Most 


HILLSIDE, 





438 E. 149th St., Bronx 


Jewel Box Revue 


Just completed 3 smash weeks 
LOEWS STATE, N.Y. 


Now Playing Return 


Starts January 9, 1959 
BEN MAKSIK’S TOWN & COUNTRY 


Unusual Show 


JAMAICA 


WY 3-1471 
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Walter Bligh’s New Pest 

Walter E. Bligh, 60, from 1945- 
1947 president and general man- 
ager of WNDR, 
earlier had been advertising direc- 
tor of the Syracuse Herald and of 
the Syracuse Herald-Journal and 
Herald-American, takes over Jan. 1 
as director of the State Division of 
Safety. He was appointed to the 
post, paying $16,000 annually, by 
Governor-elect Nelson A. Rocke- 
feller. 

Bligh, a veteran of both world 
wars and a retired Air Force col- 
onel, has been secretary of the 
Republican State Committee since 
1953. 


Sarah Bernhardt Biog 

Arthur William Row of East 
Islip, LL, has authored “Sarah 
the Divine,” a biography of Sarah 
Bernhardt. Row was for 50 years 
a writer and actor who shared 
confidences with her for more 
than a decade. 

Book is published by Comet 
Press. 


Esquire’s Travel Pitch 

Bill Malone has returned to 
Esquire Magazine as travel man- 
ager. Previously he was ASTA 
Allied vice chairman and super- 
visor of Esquire’s travel dept. Mag 
is making strong pitch for travel 
biz its February issue will 
reportedly contain largest number 
of editorial pages ever devoted to 
travel. 

Mag has also won flock of honors 
for its concentration on travel 
pieces, notably for the writings of 
Richard Joseph, uire’s travel 
editor. Arnold Gin , Esquire’s 
ublisher, also is at work on the 
ay issue which will be high- 
lighted by. the- largest domestic 
travel section to appear in the 
beok. 











Zeitlin ‘Sun-Tele’ Ed 

Arnold Zeitlin, of the Associated 
Press office in elphia, has 
been named tv editor of the Pitts- 
burgh Sun-Telegraph, Hearst after- 
noon daily. His daily and Sunday 
column started last week. 

Despite the fact the Sun-Tele is 
half-owner of Ch. 4 (WTAE), the 
sheet has been without a tv pillar 
since last summer when Leonard 
Mendlowitz did one for a while. 
With Zeitlin’s appointment, Men- 
dlowitz will devote all his time to 
the drama department as assistant 
jn Krug, paper’s veteran 
critic, 


Corum’s Unfinished Autobiog 

The late Bill Corum’s memoirs, 
“Off and Running,” (working title), 
is about half-finished. 

Holt will publish. How it will 
be posthumously completed is cur- 
rently being worked out. 





Farcy Paperback Prices 

Apparently the $100,000 which 
Gold Medal Books shelled out for 
reprint rights to “Lelita” was not 
a record payment as indicated ia 
last week’s Varrery. Paperback 
rights to “By Love Possessed” re- 
portedly went for $100,000 and 
: nulman got $101,000 for his 
‘Rally Round the Flag, Boys” 
paperback rights. 

“Rally” has been a sensational 
seller with 1,000,000 copies in print. 
It is reportedly the best paper- 
back seller since “Peyton Place.” 





‘Dead Air’ Obits 

As per usual, they weren't dead 
until the N.Y. Times, Herald Trib- 
une, et al., die it in print. With 
the New York papers back on the 
same old stands after a 19-day shut- 
= 7 aie, the customers 
pene: eir morni gazettes 
Monday (29) te i SR, with 
raised eyebrows, that a flock of 
wellknowners had died without 
prominent mention by the “substi- 
tute” press, 

Ri dio and television gave little 
attention to the obit department 
save for the most ultra persons; 
whereas for the N.Y. sheets the 
middle-sized and lesser names al- 
ways figure as “good” copy for the 
obit sections.” 





abit 
ubleday; $6), is e 
ish-published, ‘senate ooaeed 
yea ard 
with U. S. perusers, h 
Richardson supplied yy or 
current volume, and rates color 
frontispiece portrait from bis re- 
ar Play, “Flowering Cherry.” 
ome again attem to be 
worldwide in scope, Ne is 
Tecorded by George Aina “Smith. 


Alan Schneider re x " 
way. J. W. Lambert covers LoDéon; 


Syracuse, and who | Zur’ 





rov- 


J. C. Trewin, the English 


inces; Gabriel Fai 4 
Jean-Pierre Lenoir, P Werner 


buch, Germany; Henrik Neiien- 
Denmark. 


Autralia is assessed by John 
Sumner; South Africa by Brian 
Brooke; India by Gerson da Cunha. 


Among general articles, Sam Wan- 
amaker writes of his success with 
Liverpool rep. Illustrations and 
outsize format add to book's attrac- 
tiveness; but, as in previous vol- 
umes of series, “international” as- 
pect is still limited. Rodo. 


McCall’s Printing 3 More 

McCall Corp. has signed con- 
tracts covering printing three more 
magazines at its mammoth plant in 
Dayion, O., and has placed an order 
for another printing press, which 
will cost $1,100,000, announced 
George Sheer, general manager. 
Lion, Modern Bride and Popular 
Photography will add more than 
1,000,000 copies a month to Mc- 
Call's printing schedule, and bring 
daily production to 3,000,000 mags. 
The plant now prints 48 publica- 
tions. Lions Club magazine has a 
600,000 monthly circulation, while 
Modern Bride and Popular Photog- 
raphy, published by Ziff-Davis, call 
for a printing of 250,000 and 600,- 
000 respectively. The former is a 
bi-monthly and the latter a month- 


ly. 

The new press, a Goss “Unimag,” 
is slated for June delivery. It will 
be a two-color high speed unit re- 
sembling a newspaper press and 
capable of printing 64 pages. 








CHATTER 

Grigsby Publishing Co. Inc. au- 
thorized te conduct business in 
New York. 

Perspective Publications (Inc. 
formed to conduct a printing and 
publishing business in New York. 

Hart Publishing just brought out 
another fun-in-bed, for the con- 
valescent, titled “So You're Laid 
Up!,” edited by Robert C. Mellon. 

John Roeburt novelizing. the 
screenplay of Allied Artists’ “The 
Capone Story” for a Pyramid 
paperback. 

Adam Henry Slesar (he’s copy 
chief of an ad agency) has written 
his first whodunit, appropriately 
titled “The Gray Flannel Shroud. 

“Suzie Wong” author Richard 
Mason’s next book is localed in 
India and Nepal, titled “The Fever 
Tree,” to be published next sum- 
mer by World. 

Glenn Trump, Omaha stringer 
for Vartety, elected Midwest Re- 

ional Vice-President of Turf 

blicists of America at the org’s 
annual convention in San 
cisco. Trump is publicity chief fer 

Carolina Israelite editor-pub- 
lisher Harry Golden’s followup 
book to his current No. 1 bestseller, 
“Only In America,” is titled “For 
2c Plain,’ more “crackerbarrel hu- 
mor,” slated for World Publishing 
in mid-July. 

Publisher Ian Ballantine hosted 
a party at his home for actress- 
author Millicent Brower, whose 
novel, “Ingenue,” will be published 
Jan. 26. k concerns a young 
actress’ adventures in the New 
York theatre, it will be brought 
out simultaneously in hard cover 
and soft cover editions. 

Deadline for 11th annual George 
Polk Memorial Awards by Dept. 
of Journalism of Long Island Univ. 
is Feb. 1. Award categories this 
time include foreign reporting, 
national reporting, metropolitan 
reporting, community service, mag- 

reporting, radio or tv 
— and news photography. Jour- 
ism faculty of the university 
will be the board of judges. 

Simone De Beauvoir, Goncourt 
prizewinning novelist (“The Man- 
darins”), touches on her first meet- 
ings with Jean-Paul Sartre and her 
life at the Sorbonne and Left Bank 
cafes in her “Memoirs of a Dutiful 
Daughter” which World will pub- 
lish next May. Librarian Lawrence 
Clark Powell’s “A Passion For 
Books,” also autobiographical, is 
another World item due end-Janu- 
ary. 








Globa! Pitch 


=== Continued from pase 1 ee 
Thompson Jr. (D-N.J.), to name 
only a few. 

But there could be a major 
obstacle in the way, in the person 
of Rep. John J. Rooney (D-Brook- 
lyn), who sits in the powerful posi- 


tion of chairman of the House Ap- 
propriations Subcommittee hand- 





pro for exchanges, 
jas well as for U.S. participation 


Fran-| Moscow and New York in ‘59. The 


Department functions. Rooney has 
in the consistently knifed ap~ 


in the World’s Fair at Brussels. 
There is no indication in evidence 
that Rooney will change his at- 
titude. 
cam pass many bills 
cultural exchanges,” one 
member of Congress . said, 
it will do little good if Congress- 
man Rooney ties up money so they 
can’t be carried out.” 

Humphrey is ready to give the 
first and heaviest push to globe- 
travelling culture when he com- 
pletes a report now in prepara- 
tion on the past, present and 
future of U.S. cultural exchanges 
with various nations. Working with 
Humphrey on this is a new staff 
aide for him, Julius Cahn, long 
associated with the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and _ well 
known as one of Capitol Hills most 
devoted disciples of the arts as a 
catalyst in world affairs. 

Humphrey’s hope is to have the 
report ready by Jan. 27, the first 
anniversary of the U.S.-USSR cul- 
tural exchange program. He could 
miss the target a few weeks, but 
the document is expected to single 
out the program as the brighest 
light in the otherwise murky at- 
mosphere of:relations between the 
major East-West powers and to 
propose bigger, broader and bet- 
ter cultural exchanges. 

It is expected to’ constitute the 
framework from which lawmaking 
eggheads and others interested in 
culture as an effective diplomatic 
weapon can fashion legislation to 
multiply what is now being done 
in trading artistic talent as well 
as technical and educational ex- 
perts around the world. 

In his first report on the show 
biz phase of his eight hour virit 
with Nikita Khrushchev, Humphrey 
told Varrzry the Russian boss had 
a big beef about the Cinerama 
process. 


Khrushchev compained to Hum- 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


Soeeeeeeeeeeeees By Frank Scully 








Hollywood, Dec. 30. 
Between N.Y. and L.A. and doubtless many other areas of the world 
planetarium people are getting more hep to what a trip 
involves. But it doesn’t cost them anywhere nearly as 
much to see such a show at a planetarium as it does when they have 
to pick up the tab as taxpayers on learning one more attempt at Cape 
Canaveral, for real, has 

At the planetarium in G Park on a hill above the City of Ra- 
dioactive Angels, tourists can still share this lunar entertainment at 
bargain prices: 60c for adults, 30¢ for kids. Parking space and side- 
shows free. 

This lunar show has been running since 1935. They make changes 
in the script from year to year, but nothing much has happened in 23 
years to make their basic format out of date, and they don't think any- 
thing will for at least 100 years. Even westerns aren't that sure of 
themselves. 

The Soviet and American projects to hit the moon, or come near it, 
have upped biz at the Griffith Observatory, forcing extended runs of 
this year’s “Moon” ‘ 

Dr. Dinsmore Altar started the thing as a scientific fantasy in 1935. 
When he left for Berkeley, Dr. Clarence H. Clemmingshaw took over 
and stuck pretty well to the original formula. 

It is a delightful, civilized show. We had warned the kids that the 
show wasn’t going to be funny, no laughs, but they should have a good 
time. We were wrong. It had plenty of laughs. Kids howled with de- 
light. Moreen, 8, closer in the dark and said, “This is good!” 

The show is in the planetarium of the observatory. It’s like a thea- 
tre-in-the-round. The seats on the east and west sides are revolving 
so that you can turn around to see the sunrises and the sunsets. There 
are headrests, somewhat like a dentist’s chair, to lean your head on. 
In the middle is a Zeiss projector with all kinds of gadgets that proj- 
ect the moon and @ifferent planets independently from the stars. The 
projector looks like a ted pair of dumbelis and it can move 
seemingly in all directions, up and down, in and out, and projectors 
on the side to project the most glorious sunrises and Sunsets. It vost a 
lot of money and now would.cost double. 

; Fermat Good For 25,000 Years 

The city fathers had heard that the stars change constantiy and 
were worried lest they might have to fork up money for a new pro- 
jector. They checked to find out and were told, yes, they would need 
a new projector—in about 25,000 years. 7 

Commercial motion pictures dealing with outer space have seem- 
ingly not hurt planetarium biz at all. 

“Destination Moon,” which Robert Heinlein wrote “for George Pal 
and which was a terrifie success in 1950, is still considered by scien- 
tists as the best of the bunch, though a five-reeler in color, released 

and called “Road the ” has been consid- 
ered a top competitor for the commercial kopek. 

All of these pix, pro and am, follow an old kraut formula for reach- 
ing the moon in a rocket, which backs down on the dead satellite, 


o> 
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phrey that Russia had sought to 
obtain the Cinerama system + 
making films in the Soviet, . 
said he received a flat turndor ... 
The Red boss said that, as a © 
sult, Russia had to develop its 0... 
system. Khrushchev complained 
that the incident was “symbolic | 
of what always happens when the) 
USSR tries to deal with America, ; 
that Russia gets nowhere and has. 
to put its own scientists and tech- 
nicians to work to duplicate the 
American development. 

Humphrey expresses a strong 
hope that the U.S. will include the 
arts and culture in the U.S.-Russia 
exchange of exhibits slated for 


Senator said he had heard reports 
that a snag has developed in the ex- 
hibit exchange. He will check into 
that right away, Humphrey added. 
And, he continued, he will strongly 
urge the State Dept. to include 


tured goods in the Moscow display. 
Examples of American culture are 
of sreat importance there, he said. 

Humphrey is an enthusiastic sup- 
porter of the US.-USSR film ex- 
change agreement, believing it will 
make vast strides in expanding 
interest in and knowledge of the 
U.S. inside Russia. 


TV’s Ad Goin 


——= Continued from page 1 ame 
editorializing by tv stations. NAB 


estimated that about 26% of the 
stations have experimented with 











are taking stands on public issues 
on a regular basis. 

In news coverage, NAB saw en- 

couraging developments toward 

equal access for tv to court 

trials and other public proceedings. 


study latest techniques developed 
to bring tv into the courtrooms in 
a dignified and unobstrusive man- 
ner. Fellows’ comment was: “We 
can heighten in- 


ef 
id 


Other 1958 developments 
tioned included NAB’s stand 
against use of actors to portray 





ling all money for cultural ex- 
change programs and™other State 





physicians, dentists and nurses on 
commercials, 


sts 
‘forms, along the way—sort of gas stations beyond the utmost 


more than impressive manufac- | horizon 


this practice, and one-fifth of them | ¢ruis 


using jet blasts to brake its landing. They also go in for space plat- 


uve rim. 

But it’s much more relaxing for starry-eyed peasants like us to 
wetch off in a seat with a headrest and watch the process through 
che Zeiss Projector, an amazing instrument which projects, onto e 
domed ceiling, a realistic and multi-dimensional facsimile of a starry 
sky on a clear night in the desert, from which point you take eff for 
the earth's satellite. 

The cornice of the planetarium is a silhouette of the Los 
skyline. In the center of the auditorium is the weird-looking p- 
tion which looks somewhat like a science-fiction illustrator’s concep- 
tion of a man from Mars. That's the Zeiss Projector. The projector can 
be so manipulated as to show the changing positions ef stars and con- 
stellations during the night, as if one watched the sky all night long, 
except that instead of 10 hours watching the the 
process is stepped wu the changes in about 10 minutes. 

Our lecturer gave us beekground on ihe moon, and told us we 
would take off a 


i 


Still looking at the wonderful starry sky, we are transported quick- 
. On we see Polaris sink into the Northern 
Southern Cross rise in the South, along with Alpha 


us to a space station orbiting the 
we change to another rocket ship 


as we speed 
not really seas, but vast flat plains of darker color than the rest of the 
moon's surface. They were called Marae by the early astronomers, 
Since that time, newer along with the invention of the 
artronomers to analyze the surface of the 
and to determine that it has indeed no atmosphere at all, and 
thus, no water. Although the moon is only one-fourth the diameter of 
the earth (about 2,000 miles) its mountain ranges are as high as our 
Himalayas, some having an elevation of 30.000 feet. 

We are now very close to the moon's surfece and our “space ship” 
surface, enabling us to see the famous craters— 


believe that the immense craters 

, } origins. are caused by collision with mete- 
orites, similar to those which must have caused the huge indentations 
in Arizona, Canada and Siberia. Some of the other craters, however, 
seem to have been caused by volcanic activity from the moon's in- 
terior when the planet cooled to become the dead, quiet world it is 


today. 

We land on the moon and out of the ship. All around us is a 
weird and awesome panorama a harsh, yet beautiful. world. There 
are no colo black, gray and white. We look upward 








ee ee 


mle homie 


7 2 - > : 
“  . 


Harold Clurms:, Aaron Copland 
and Jimmy Ernsi will powwow on 
' the university and e arts at 
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“Pay now, fly later.” 

; aplinger celebrated 
mother’s Tsthe over bs 
Xmas holidays in New York. 
vid. tm show tan nanan an ata 

n show n 
in Doctors Hospital. 1. 
Hi e made an 


a pair of scrolls were presented 
her at Mitchell Air Force Base, 


Hempstead, eke ont or 
Paris expatriate- laywri 
ton (“Strictly Dishonorable”) Stur- 


es in town, huddling with Charles 
pdt of the Charles K. Feid- 


“Red ; 

Jugert here for Union release. 
Famed “joa Cossack Choir” di- 
rected by Serge Jaroff will sing 
Christmas alast 
Dec. 20-21. 


NF _ release, y 
screened pic in 16 German key 


to | cities last month. 


German market 
59) season. To date, 46% of pre- 
ased. 


gram has been rele 


— = ae Femme? 5 
54 CHATTER 
, , Lover” (Philips) led bestselling 
Broadway Me list in November, 
Slogan for strikebound airlines: |, Eva Bartok has female lead in 


Barones?,” directed 


Sportp 
“The Girl Rosemarie,” Germer 


most | 


carols at 


Total of 623 pix offered on West 
for current ('58- 


Latest U.S. pix here include 





season at the Casino. 


church, Jan. 7 


bil Thorndike celebrated their 
golden wedding anni last week. 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135/6/7) 
Darvas & Julia off to Estoril for 


Anna Deere Wiman to Bermuda 


Sir Lewis Casson and Dame Sy- 


record run on Melbourne Tivoli 
leo 


Lady” disks for 50c, Running time, 
about five minutes. 


the government will okay twilight 


spite strong union protests. 


in plush Melbourne home during 
production of Stanley Kramer’s 


Chain stores selling “My Fair 


Not now considered likely that 


The Gregory Pecks will reside | J. 





"Hollywood 


Roy Brewer arrived from N. Y. 
for talks with Steve Broidy. 
Bernard M. Kamber in from 
Gotham. 

Reub Kaufman and Jacques 


for holidays. on the major Sydney tracks 
John Harris in from Germany —S. : es | Grinieff skied in from N. Y. 
end headed home for Los Angeles} Harry Wren, indie producer,| Charles Schlaifer here from N.Y, 
with prints of two coproductions. | js offering to put stage shows in | on agency biz. 
Pamela Dennis, currently at|nabe cinemas with pix to upbeat| James Stewarts to Konolulu for 
Stork Room, opens cabaret season | trade falloff. holidays. 
at the Society, Jan. 5. Many exhibitors here hoping Gregory Peck filmed Treasury 
Memorial service to late Sir! government will give greenlight | Dept. Savings Bond clip. 
Arthur Jarratt to be held ata City | for Sabbath shows next year de- ohn J. Lipsky elected v.p. of 


Modern Teleseries Inc., effective 


» Be 
"ie Wald ordered to remain 
home by his physician until . after 
1 


mn Tristesse” Col), ‘“‘Rest- 
-— ites on a new play for Court- cag = al (U), “Vikings” (UA), | , + at oe Iimer, president of In-| “On the Beach.” Jan. 1. 

Bee os eines to| “Saga of Hemp Brown” (U). es oe hemes of Rotterdam, Robert Ryan will tour Europe 
h ab Rag | a poe 2 “ pera House preem of pro- _ to bally “God’s Little Acre and 
re press de mts on P ° “Othe Bright One,” which marked Lisbon eS back from 
pa a Mag ee os ae Sor aris Kay Kendall's West End starring By Lewis Garyo three-month “Diary of Anne 

stanzas debut, folded at Winter Garden Pianists Gino Gorini and Sergio Frank” tour. . 
Darsyl F. Zanuck flew to Switzer- 


current Kraft series. 
Betty Barker, treasurer of the 
urst Theatre, reported the 
theft of $13,725 in jewels from 
her West 55th St. apartment while 
away on a visit over the weekend. 
Missed by the thieves were a $5,- 
000 Lany F.- $7,000 in furs. 

Jose Ferrer, as honorary fiesta 
chairman of the San Juan Drama 
Festival (actor-producer was 
in Puerte Rico), a bon voy- 
age Puerto Rican Rum Fiesta at 
Trader’s Vic's in honor of the fes- 
tival stars and casts. ~ 


Hunter Playhouse, Jan. 13, under 
auspices of Brandeis Univ. Clur- 
man will deal with aspects of thea- 
tre, Copland with music and Ernst 


en fine arts. 
— Bill Zeckendort Jr. is now the 
t innkeep in Gotham with 











By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 rue Huchette; Odeon 49-44) 


expecting 
Continental manager early next 
year. 


Arnoul 
her latest pic “The Cat,” about the 
underground during occupation of 
France. 


for 
comic’s first legi 
10 years. It is due next Sept. 


first 
liams’ “Orpheus Descending 
March, Raymond Rouleau directs. 


Bardot and Maurice Chevalier be- 
ing considered as leads in Stanley 
Kubrick’s pic version of Vladimir 


Nabokov’s bestselling “Lolita.” 


Harry Novak on the mend and 
to return as Columbia 


Francoise to Israel with 


Robert Lamoureux writing pl 
Fernandel which will mar 
tt appearance in 


Jean Babilee, ballet dancer, does 
legit stint in Tennessee Wil- 
oP next 


Reports have it that Brigitte 





Juliette Greco weighing two pic 











after 10-day run. 

in Sapphire vidpic series, 
Four Just Men.” Dah Dailey ex- 
pected next week. 


with UA in making “The 
oy preem tribute to 
yler 


(20th) continuing its smash en- 


run Jan. 7. 


named executive officer of Chil- 
dren’s Film Foundation, succeed- 
ing Mary Field, who is going into 
commercial tv. 


(319 N. 18th St.: Locust 4 


Vittorio DeSica due for his role 
“The 


British Film Institute joining 
Coun- 
illiam 


. Screening is Jan. 8. 
“Inn of the Sixth Happiness,” 


gement at the Odeon, Leicester 
are, starts concurrent Rialto 


Frank Wells, son of H. G. Wells, 





Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 





~ 





Lorenzi left Lisbon on concert tour 
of Iberian Peninsula. 


manager of Radio & TV 
Rio de Janeiro, in to survey Por- 
tuguese and Spanish 


of Portuguese Radio, off to Ger- 
many to visit German radio sta- 
tions and buy music programs. 


Sargent, 

Symphony Orch, opened official 

— season at San Carlos Opera 
ouse. 


cinemas doing SRO biz with “River 
Kwai” (Col). 
that three first-run houses have 
shown same pic at same 


appeared on Portuguese tv for the 
first time at reported fee of $5(0,; set for Paris presentation next 


more than 10 times maximum fee | spring. 
Jim Wall, 


eneral 


Jose Almeida Castro, 
upi of 


roduct. 
Silva Dias, production director 


English conductor Sir Malcolm 
directing Portuguese 


Eden, S. Luiz, and Alvalade 


TV 


It’s first time here N 


time. 
Fado singer Amalia Rodriguez 





id by tw to other top performers. 








Comedian Pascal Spellman 


land for story huddles with 

Shaw on “De Luxe Tour!” 
Walter Lantz to Chicago and 

— for UI talks on his “Woody 

Woodpeck 

Frank Capra will bally his “A 

Hole in the Head” via p.a. tours 

of U.S., Europe and Far East. 


er” cartoon series. 





Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
(Dublin: 68 4506) 


Earl of Lonford resigned from 


Commission. 
to 


Y¥. for series ./ Trish concerts. 


Warbler Michzei Holliday on 
one-night stands in Irish terperies. 
Brendan Behan's “The Hostage” 


formerly assistant- 





ever 7 OOH rooms, among he fost- . Yada,“ 85 
wae = iS ees wa Nice Shke tarees. Se6 \enettbeeeenittioneen ee Sania 
ane e ~ Wate Paetehieg Ce \ ; a bared to trem Lenten 
» ohn 8 Oe es OO Dele ewes cag Ge = 
we for ey Robinsea 
Pree kere eaten Mat Charles Three Steg & rare Grasse” ot Gaiety, Dublin 
Chee got Ree afters & mate comers eet ee ee = * a 
ot oe Gere Pe went re Shee ~ ee Pe — = 
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Susarae Piee joins Theatre Larvelere. . dation embracing the TOA plan.” | 
: anal Poptene ts quot ortiet for |. Bill Rodstcin. vb) (wrned his|Rombusch fecls that it's « “Disney's “Darby, O'G 
; is that it’s obvious Disney's “Darby O’Gill & The 
Alired De Musset’s “One Does not Latimer Cafe .< 4 testimonial / that the Congress’ toll-t\ Little People” skedied for world 
By A. P. Seulty | Joke About Love.” It's to be first |for Frank Sinsics, «ttended L-A. | plans to supersede the Joint Com- m in Dublin on St. Patrick's 
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000 Boys Club, it now goes into its llth printing. | when, including booker Nat Segall, | ‘e¢ by setting up its ACE counter-| cently declared 4% interim divi- 
~~ Club Cabazan Royalties are hended over te Italo | Cent Sy Le og b A ry fans te etaniiel, : dend, same as last year. 
burned 600 loss eltrinel.. who's holding .. | man ax, ccord 9o . the - ene 
—4 vi - ro Pasternak if funds ever be-| aay By | autobiography, A betas followed by TOA nt - 
brough boys come transferable. " e a Fox.” Congress “can well lead to a 
—— . oe discrediting of all exhibition in - Pitts argh 
sons Horace 4 ington as seeking selfish leg- y ve n 
Heidt, now mt charge of Lone Chide U.S. on USS Minneapolis islation and bring about pay-tv (Atlantic 14190) 
. ty A entertained By Les Rees taking over the free sirwaves and} Del Ray, magician, back from 
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Conn. 
Details in tv section. 


formed their own school and com- 
pany in N.Y. Their 16th St. studio 
was the scene of regular Saturday 
and Sunday night concerts. 
also figured in the musicomedy 
field, creating dances for numerous 
Breadway productions 
“Sing Out, Sweet Land” in 1945. 
She retired in that year due to 
illness. 
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OBITUARIES 


EDWARD J. NOBLE to 


Edward J. Noble, 76, founder of | manufacturer's representative. 
the ABC network and chairman of 
the finance committee of Ameri- 
can Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
tres, died Dec. 28 in Greenwich, 





DORIS HUMPHREY 
Doris Humphrey, 63, dancer and 


Born in Illinois, she left there 


in 1917 for Los Angeles to study | pin 
at the Denishawn School to pre- 
pare for a teaching career. How-| Headliners’ Award. He returned 
ever, Ruth St. Denis recognized | to 
her talent for the theatre and took 
her into the performing company 





IN MEMORY OF 


HENRY KURTZMAN 


THE CHILDREN 













{forming Wer ‘ wsores incite 
“Water Study” “The Life of the 
Bee.” “The Shakers” and “In- 

juest.” She was director of the 
ance program at the 92d St. 
YMHA, and in 1951 she joined the 
faculty of the néwly formed dance 
department at the Juilliard School 
of Music. Your years later, she 
organized the Juilliard Dance 

Theatre. In the 1950s her numer- 
ous capacities included that of 
artistic director for Jose Limon’'s 
company. In 1955 she joined the 
advisory panel of the International 
Exchange Program of the Amer- 
ican National Theatre & Academy. 

She was married in 1932 to 

Charles Francis Woodford. .They 

had one son. 


GEORGE C. TILYOU 
George C 
sake of the 


EDDIE SEILER 
JANUARY 1, 1952 
Memories Are Treasures no 









founder of - Steeple- 





One Can Steal. 
Death Is a Heartache 
Nothing Can Heal. 





chase Park, Coney Island, was 
buried yesterday (Tues.) from St. 
Francis Xavier R. C. Church, 
Brooklyn. He died Friday (26) at 
his home in Brooklyn after a heart 
attack. 

Tilyou was born in Coney Island 
five years after his father founded 
the park in 1897, in a house one 
bleck from the famed amusement 
center. In 1907 his parents moved 


He helped 
first radio staticn, owned and ran 
several others and was on the air, 
working for NBC, when the Jap- 
anese bombed out his Manila sta- 
tion in early 1942. 

Silen spent three years in Jap- 
anese internment camps and re- 
turned to the air with this line: 
choreographer, died Dec. 29 in| “As I was saying when I was so 
New York after a long illness. rudely ” Hi 
broadcast, first from the Philip- lene itiness 
es after the islands’ liberation | ‘38 * Des. sated for years with | Was encored and re-lensed during 


shows and pantomimes at the old | the show. 
een’s Theatre, 


from the Japanese, won him a 


years ago retired in 
California. 


Rufus A. “Al” 
ouaes ne ae ~~ ~ gah 
wor am owar ur- rl ears. 
She | lesque theatre for years, died Dec. oe ie poe 
22 in Stoneham, 
! illness, He m 
including | ard in its he 
owner from 1939 to 1952, selling 
out two years before the city 
banned burl 
Miss Humphrey began to choreo- | closed down. 
the theatre’s boxoffice in 1899. 

Somerby was ane + & ~ Lo 
uare Theatre an ok- F ; 
ing agent for the Old Howard at Se 
18. After a long period as Old 
Howard manager, he bought the 
house in 1939. 
and retired. Two years later, the 


Bowdoin 





Tilyou, son and name- | gis 


the Philippines in 1929 as a 


the U.S. in 1949 and several 





with which she danced on tours} Wife, mother and three daugh- 
of the U.S. and the Orient. ters survive. 
After leaving Denishawn, Miss 
Humphrey and Charles Weidman RUFUS A. SOMERBY Ho 


Somerby, 75, | ica 


Mass. after a long 
ed the Old How- 


e began work in 











e sold it in 1952 





NICHOLAS BRODSZKY 
Nicholas Brodszky, 53, one of 
Hollywood's top composers, died 
after an illness of several months 
in Hollywood Dec. 25. Five-times 
nominated for Academy award, he 
also wrote 20 operettas, and 
worked for such studios as Metro 
and Warner Bros, 

Born in Russia, Brodszky was a 
piano player in Budapest in the 
early '20s before coming to Amer- 
ica. In addition to his film and 


operetta <= he composed the 
score for “ Revue,” 


which played in London during | deejay with WPTR, Albany 
in that city Dec. 24 of injuries | 
and “My Budapest,” which played j sustained when struck by a hk aded for the Zaragoza Air Base 


the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth, 

in N.Y. after the Hungarian up- 
rising.. 

ee are a brother and 
r. 





JIM NIXON 
James H., WN; 57, Kansas City 
theatre manager, booker and 


sports promoter, died of cancer 
Dec. 21 in K.C. He b as a 
candy salesman at the old Shubert 
and Orpheum Theatres, rising to 
become treasurer of the Shubert, 
and later the Orpheum. 

When the Municipal Auditorium 
was opened in 1935, Nixon was 
named treasurer and also manager 
of the Music Hall. In 1944 he left 
the auditorium and with John 
Antonello formed A. & N. Presen- 
tations. That partnership con- 
tinued about six years. 

Survived three daughters, 
two sons and two brothers. 


EDWARD B. NOAKES 
Edward B. Noakes, 55, v.p. and 








emcee for the tabloid musicals at | Lo 
Minnea: 
to that 


survive. 


jolinist, died Dee’ 25"in Chicago, |ton hotel lo 
sly ec, cago. 
found the islands’) Fo was, vith the American and | Gotham ‘rain te 
Lyric pera compan 
more recently, with the Miami,|man had three cameras rolling to} 0) dinburgh, Dec. 22 
He had also|lens Lollo in her first thrushing| pisnist-arranger Pe 
served as musical director of the|stint for American vyidsereens, ? 
Chicago Bar Assn. annual revues. | Hope took a long ogle at her 
Survived by his wife. 


Fla., Symphony. 


Charles Gross Jr., 46, film editor, a 
died of a blood clot Dec. Molly Bee’s 


previously was with Warner Bros. 


James H. Schwabacher, 77, a 


James, Jr., San Francisco opera 


% i 
pines, aed» wen gh 2 po I've seen this country, I'd like to — Dec, 27. He’s a WHBQ 
esman. 


Mother, 82, of classical com- 
poser Alexander Tcherpnin (whose 
fourth Sg og was premiered |jet flyers, Hope called Torrejon|S0n of the 
rece the miles | television dept. 


died 19 in 


* Schiek’s cafe. Prior | terprises a half hour 





ies and,| While show director Mort Lach- 


iF 


ban embellishments. Between 
of “Non Dimenticar,” La 


: 





Look where it comes from.” 


near Glasgow 


platter favorites. Elaine Dunn's} to 
d 


CHARLES GROSS JR. “Bojangles” was well 


e 

Nywood. R ] ith ps = 

ywood. Recently wit mer- 

n International Pictures, he | Okie potpourri scored. The Randy 
lypso brought applause. Les Brown | B 


band turned in a topflight per- | is 


wife survives. 
formance. 


ra Com-j|the afternoon with all hues of 


Great One-Liners 
On £nain, Hope said, “Now that 


Survivors include a son, 


uise Rosen 
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Mr. and Mrs. Mel in, 5 
18. Mother 
is former actress lita Lopez; 


\ . Rory Calhoun, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., Dec. 
25. Mother is actress Lita Baron; 
father’s an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Molloy, son, 
Chicago, Dee, 25. Father is tv edi- 
tor for Chicago Sun-Times. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Lanin, son, 
Dallas, Dec. 18. Father is an-aetor. 
Mr. Mrs. Tommy Roberts, 
son, Philadelphia, Dec. 1%. Father 
is WCAU sportscaster. 

Mr. and Mrs, Hy Lit, son, Phila- 
dclphia, Dec. 23. Father is a 
deejay; mother is Miriam Uniman, 
former Miss Philadelphia. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tom Donahue, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert S k, 
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is co-operator of Lincoln and Crown 
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Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Harvey, 
daughter, Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 
28. Father is secretary-treasurer 
of Janus Films. 
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McCann-Erickson Inc. died Dec. | 2 340lf Meralt, 56, ¢ 
heart attack Dec. 18 i in 


23 in Jamaica, L.I. Prior to join- 
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man of the executive committee of 
the Cecil & Presbrey agency. 

Born in New York, Noakes first 
entered the agency field with Lord, 
Thomas & Logan, predecessor of 
Foote, Cone & Belding. While with 
McC-E he directed the firm’s ac- 
tivities in behalf of such accounts 
as Nestle, Schenley and Allied 
Chemical. 

Surviving are his wife, two sons, 
two daughters and a sister. 
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. *This Latin Quarter show points up anew the unique talents of 
Donn Arden as easily the champ Belasco of the bistros... 
Arden, as already has been noted in these columns, knows his way 
around a floorshow...in the tradition of revues like the Folies 
Bergere (Paris) and ultra floorshows with generous sartorial 
trappings where the operation puts accent on production over stars, 
he utilizes pro talent, of course, but never permits the headliner 
to eclipse the overall values... easily the best nitery revue.” 


— ABEL, Variety 











"The latest Donn Arden Revue, ‘Wonderful World,’ at the Moulin 
° Rouge, has the extravagant look of the old Metro filmusicals and 
the exuberant look of modern choreography ... Taste, imagination 
and showmanship are keys to Arden’s talents.” 






— RON, Daily Variety 


DONN ARDEN PRODUCTIONS ¥ 6230 Sunset Boulevard, Holiywood, California 


Stardust+ as vecas/ Moulin Rouge « HoLL_ywooo 


Lido - saris /Latin Quarter *New yor« ANo miAmi/Desert Inn» cas vecas 











